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The Hon’ble Mr. Syed Nausher Ali. 

Deputy Speakeh. 
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Proceedings of the Bengel Legiilgl9lN» Assembly assembled under 
the provisions of the Govmmment of India Act, 1935. 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Thursday, the 
25th February, 1943, at 3^ p.m. 

ersasai : 

Mr. Deputy Speaker (Mr. Syed Jalaluddin HASsraY) in the Chair, 
6 Hon’ble Ministers and 186 members. 

Want of i|uoniiii« 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Sir, are you sure that there is quorum P 

(As there was^^no quorum at 3-45 p.m., the bell rauj^ again until there 
was quorum.) 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

D|ame88 allowances for Dovommont servants. 

*64. K8HETRA NATH,8IN€HA: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Finance Department be pleased to state whether Govern- 
ment are contemplating further to increase the dearness allowances to the 
employees under the Government of Bengal drawing salary up to the limit 
of Rs. 300 per month in view of the abnormal rise of the prices of com- 
modities and foodstuffs, etc. ? 

(b) If the answer to («) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble Minister 
be pleased to state the rate of such increase in the allowances P 

MINISTER in charge of the FINANCE DEPARTMENT (tho Hon’blo 

Mr. A. K. Fazliri Huq): The honourable member will find details of thO 
latest orders in the foreword to the '‘Red Book” for 1943-44. It is not 
possible to say what supplementary allowances may be necessary in the 
future but it is most unlikely that the upper pay limit of the higher 
allowance will be raised. 

Sliortago of amail ooina. 

•66. Khmi Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: (a) Will the Hou’ble Minist^ 
in charge of ih© Finance Department be pleased to state whether he is 
aware of the jreat hardship §nd distress that is being caused to the people 
of Bengdt due to an acute shortage of coins of small denominations? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
he pleased to state the sj^s he proposes to take in the matter? ^ 

(o) Is die Hon’bl© Minister c<mBidering the desirability of moving the 
Government of India for minting of sufficient coins immediatefer er for tho 
printing of ^ and J rupee-notas P ^ 
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JN Honfbk Mr. A. K. FAZtUt M4IQi (a) Jm- 

(6) iHimncy, com^ »Bd.la(iiil tandem are €^qIpi|1h ikad tke 
GoTernment of India are taking stepa to increase the supply of small coins. 
This Government have directed that prosecutions shall be instituted wherever 
hoarding is detected and have announced that reflrards will be paid to per- 
sons furnishing information leading to conviction. Prosecuting Officers 
have been instructed to press for d|^rrent sentences on conviction. 

(c) Oovemment^of India have already taken steps to increase the 
supply of small coins. 

Mr. 8YED ABDUL MA«II#S With reference to answer (c), will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what steps have been taken by the 
Government of India to increase the supply of small coins? 

The Hon*blo Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQs I ask for notice because I have 
not got the details yet. 

Mr. ANANDILAL POUOAR^ Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state as to how many pieces of pice or small coins would constitute hoarding? 

Tha Hon’bla Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ. It is not possible for me to say; 
but if prosecutions are started, the court or courts will have ^ decide whether 
or not it was hoarding. 

% ^ 

Mr. ANANDILAL PDDDAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
consider the desirability of at least informing the public that so many pieces 
of coins will constitute hoarding? 

Ths Hon*bl6 Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQs That is a request for action, but 
I will bear it in mind. 

MauIvi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL. With reference to answer (r), will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state how many prosecutions have been 
i|turted for hoarding and in how many cases hoarding has been detected by 
Government ? 

TIib Hor’IHb Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQs I have not before me any 
papers showing in how many eases there have been prosecutions, but I can 
|5Uid it out. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMBD ALI: Will fbe Hon’ble Minister be 
tieased to state what is the amount of small coins up to which an ordinary 
person in the course of his business is allowed to possess? 

Tha Hon’bla Mrs. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: So far as these .matters are 
concerned, I am not in a positioi^ to give any satisfactory r^ly. • 

Mt. ANANDILAL FODOAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
give fn assurance to the House that no prosecution will be started ualesa and 
until it is declared to the public through the Press what of tliese 

small coins would odnstitute hoarding? 

(No n^ly.) 



QFESTiaNg. 


E 


ifH.] 

Mr. TAMIZUDOIN^'^.INIMiLl l¥ill Minister be pleased to 
state the date of th|t Gov^rnmeot order directing that prosecution shall be 
started? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. fNICLIIL N^t 1 cannot give an answer off- 
hand, and I take this as a notice. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALIt^ Is the Hon’ble Minister aware of 
the fact that there is some confusion in the mind of the public as to what 
constitutes hoarding? ' 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I am not aware whether there 
is any idea in the public mind as to what sum does or does not constitute 
hoarding. Each case has to be decided on its merit. I do not think, Sir, 
that an;^ circular or instruction need be issued to show what really amounts 
to hoarding. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: With reference to answer (c), will 
the Ilon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether this Government have 
represented to the Government of India with reference to the difficultiea 
that have been experienced throughout the length and breadth of the pro- 
vince for want of small coins and for taking speedy steps thereon? 

The H0ff*ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Yes, Rir. 

Mr. EYED ABDUL MAJID: Will the Uon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state what has happened to the communique of the Government of India 
declaring that one pice with a hole in the middle would be issued from the 
Ist February, 1943? 

(No reply.) 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8AHYAL: It has already been issued. Now, will 
the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state whether in the mufassal of Bengal 
such small pice coins are already under issue? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I think so. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: With reference to answer («), la 
the Ilon’ble Minister considering the desirability of moving the Govern- 
ment of Imlia for minting of sufficient coins immediately or for the printing 
of half and quarter rupee notes to relieve distress? 

The Hofi’Jde Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: It is a request for action, but 
I am prepared to do it. • 

Mr.^ANAHDILAL PODDAR: Is tha Hon’ble Minister aware of the 
fact that pice coupons issued by the Tramways Company are'^Eccepted ia 
the market as legal tender? 


The Hon’bla Mr, A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 do not know. 
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UNSTARRED QUESTKN6 
(ftmwert to which were laid on the taUe) 

liitiniiei in Boiiiil. 

BabU NAGENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home (Political) Department be pleased to state the number 
of detenus in home, village or any other form of internment or detention at 
the present time? 

The Hoil’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The latest figures are (end of 
January, 1943), — 

(a) Detained in gaol under Defence of India Rule 26 or Defence of 
India Buie 129 — 

(t) Special security prisoners — 2,355. 

(u) Others — 1,643. 

(h) Restricted under Defence of India Rule 26-— 

(i) Oiminals — 1,484. 

(u) Others — 1,698. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to answer (a){ii), will 
the Hon ’hie Minister please state what are the respective numbers of home 
internees or village internees or other forms of internment because that is 
the question itself H He has lumped all the different categories together. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I cannot give the details, but if 
my honourable friend wants I will give the details later on. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Tender (o)(i) the total number is stated 
to be 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ; It will be more convenient if 
my learned friend puts specifi<* questions. I will take them at short notice 
and answer them. 

Method of oesh transaction at the Khulna Treasury. 

21. Babu NAGENDRA NATH BEN: {a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Finance Department be pleased to state whether when a pay- 
ment order or cheque is presented at the Treasurj^ fully receipted any token 
or other receipt is granted to the presenter? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, whether this practice 
obtains in the Khulna District Treasury ? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that payments are not made at the 
Khulna Treasury before 3 p.m., alid the presenters of payment orders are to 
wait till that hour to receive payment? 

(d) Do the Government propose to adopt the system of banks as regards 
prompt payment? 



QTJBSTIOKS. 


S 


1 «#] 

(#) Is the Hon^ble Mj^ster aware that when any money is paid into the 
Khulna Treasury, the duplicate and the triplicate chalanf showing payment 
of the money are not delivered or returned to the payer before the lapse of 
2 or 3 hours later? 

(/) Do the Government propose to have the Treasury work at district 
headquarter stations done by the Imperial Bank ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a), (c) and (e) No. 

(b) Does not arise. 

(d) Every endeavour is made to deal promptly with members of the 
public attending Government Treasuries on business. 

(/) Treasury business of Government is conducted by the Imperial Bank 
at places where the Bank has a branch. 

BabutlACENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister please state 
what is the objection to issuing tokens to persons who present bills for 
payment? 

The Hon^ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I cannot answer that question. 
It is a matter of procedure , 

Cofiatruotion of sluice gate over Garidaha khal, in FaridtHir district* 

22. Mr. AHMED ALI MRIDHA: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Communications and Works (Irrigation) Department aware — 

(i) that the (iaridaha khal, iKdice-stntion Baliakandi, in the district of 
Faridpur, causes destruction of crop almost annually in the major 
part of the thana ; 

{ii) that this year entire crop of aus and aman paddy has been destroyed 
in 12 unions by rush of water; 

(in) that Government contemplated erection of a sluice gate over the 
khal to control the rush of water ; and 

(iv) that the schemes for construction of sluice gates have not yet 
materialised ? 

(b) If the answers to (a) (lii) and (iv) are in the affirmative, will the 
Hon’ble Minister }ye pleased to state whether the proposal of erecting the 
sluice gate has been abandoned ?* 

• (c) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the reason thereof. 

MimvrER in chirge of the COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Shameuddin Ahmed): (a) (i) The crops 
are damaged occasionally when the bund across the khal is breached. 

(it) Crops have been damaged entirely in the three unions Dumain, Korakdi 
and Jangal and partially in the unions of Gazna Megchami (southern side), 
Paik Kandi and Baliakandi (south-western Hide). 

(m), (iv), ib) and (r) The question of feasibility of constructing a sluice 
gate was thoroughly examined in 1934 by the Collectoi^ and the officers of 
this Department and it was found that the construction of a sluice gate, which 
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would coit about baH a lakh of rupees, would not guarantee the prevention of 
floods, which might occur through breaches elsewhere in the baidk of the 
river. Government were advised that as a temporary measure water might 
be kept out by the erection, every year, of a temporary earthen bund, which 
might be cut again after the harvest of the aus paddy. The proposal was, 
therefore, dropped. This state of things will continue till the scheme for the 
improvement of the Chandana system which includes the Qaridaha khalt i® 
executed. 

Mr. AHMED ALI MRIDHA: Will the ITon’ble Minister please tell the 
House when the Chandana system scheme will be executed? 

The Hofl’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: I explained to my learned 
friend yesterday and the exhaustive explanation I gave on the floor of the 
House, I think, will satisfy my friend — at the earliest possible opportunity. 

Mr. AHMED ALI MRIDHA: Can we expect it to be executed within flvo 
years. 

Tht Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: I hope so. 

Mr. AHMED ALI MRIDHA: Government will not spend Rs. 50,000, 
as it is said in the answ'er. Will the Hon’ble Minister please state if they 
are going to leave the people to their lot in misery indefinitely till the Chan- 
dana scheme is taken up and worked out? 

The Hon'ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIM AHMED; No, that matter might be 
further examined. 

Dr. MALIMAK8HA 8AHYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister please state 
if he is aware that the policy of decentralisation of smaller irrigation work 
was adopted so that the initiative may come from the local bodies for sums 
of Rs. 5,000 and above on the basis of which such smaller improvement 
schemes may be undertaken? 

Thu Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UODIM AHMED: Yes, that is so. I am just 
considering the whole thing. I find from the files that almost all the district 
boards are not taking any initiative at all, and I think I wdll have to revise 
the whole thing. I am contemplating to hold a conference of the chairmen 
of district boards just after the session is over and the whole thing will be 
thrashed out. 

Dr. MALIMAK8HA 8AMYAL: Has the attention of the Hon’ble 
Minister been drawn to the observations made by some members of thi Legis- 
lature criticising the introduction of the policy of decentralisation where 
the same apprehension was raised, namely, that district boards will not he 
in a position in the absence of ^expert knowledge or any experts on their 
staff to take up such works? 

The Hen’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: Tes. 

Dr. HALIHAICiMA SAHYALl Has any arrangement bemi made 
Government to see that these difficulties are eliminated? 
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ItlnllMf'M^lr.^tlMiSUOMN A^MfO: I have already told yo« that 
*i hwe examined it and that is the conclusion I have arrived at. 

Illfi AHiiCJ) A LI IIRIDHAs What is the calculation in money value 
of the crop that has been destroyed this year and other years generally? 

The Hon’lila Mr. 8HAMSUDDIN AHMED* I am sorry, T cannot tell 
you. 

Mf« AHMED ALI MRIDHAs Can it be less than Rs. 50,000? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIH AHMED: I am sorry, I cannot tell 
you. 

Mr. AHMED ALI MRIDHA. Will it be less or more than Rs. 50,000? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIH AHMED: It is very difficult to say 
that. • 

Mr. AHMED ALI MRIDHA: How many unions have been affected? 
The Hon’ble Minister in his answer has said, “Crops have been damaged 
entirely in the three unions of Humain, Korakdi and Jangal and partially 
in the unions of Gazna Megcliami (southern side), Paik Kandi and Balia- 
kandi (south-w’estern side).’ Can the Hon’ble Minister please make an 
estimate and say whether the damage will be more than Rs. 50,000? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIH AHMED: It nmy be more or less 
than Rs. 50,000. My friend may guess it. 

Mr. AHMED ALI MRIDHA: Will the Hon’ble Minister please consider 
the desirability of erecting hunds \inder the supervision of their experts at 
their own cost so that there may be some guarantee for the protection of 
crops ? 

The Hon’bie Mr. 8HAM8UDDIH AHMED: My friend will realise that 
Government cannot take over all works of hund^t. It is for the district board 
or, at the present moment, the union board to take these up. If the district 
board or the union board comes forward to Government for help, Govern- 
ment engineers can supervise, and if it gives an undertaking that it will 
continue repairing, then Government will certainly give some money. 

Mr. AHMED ALI MRIDHA. Will the Hon’ble Minister consider that 
when the district board is not able or willing, in that case for the protection 
of the crops, Government themselves will undertake such works? 

Tlw Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDOIH AHMED: Even if the district board 
does not do it, my honourable friend may approach the Government, and 
Government will certainly take up the scheme. 

UiunitivtrMf Qulitioiit. 

Hr. HALIMAKEMA 8ANYAL: May we invite the attention of Govern- 
ment through you, Sir, to the very laige number of questions still left 
undisposed of and not answered, particularly relating tg the Home Depart- 
niMit? Sir, we are laced with a number of questions of the Hon’ble Nawab- 
Bahadur of Dacca w}iioh have for personal reasons got to be held over horn. 



8 


ADJOUENMENT MOTION. 


[25th Feb. 


time to time. May we, in these circumstances, request you particularly to 
see that questions relating to other departments might be expedited, and we* 
may at least see a fair number of questions answered every day so that by 
the end of this session, we may not be faced again with a large number of 
questions being unanswered? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, as far as the Assembly Depart- 
ment is concerned, we have done all that is possible for us to do. We 
have requested Government to expedite answering questions. So far out 
of 322 questions we have received only GG answers. As regards the ques- 
tions of the Hon ’hie Nawab Bahadur, I explained the position to the House 
yesterday. He is still ill; he has got carbuncle. Within three or four days 
he will be able to come and answer his questions. 

Adjournment Motion. 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWAR0Y: Sir, 1 beg to move that the business of 
this Assembly do now adjourn for the purpose of discussing a definite 
matter of urgent public importance, namely, the serious situation arising 
out of the misapplication of Ordinance No. IT of 1942. 

Sir, I am told that you gave permission to us to move it tomorrow. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I fixed the date for tomorrow tor moving 
the motion. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: After it is admitted, then you can fix 
a date. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: 1 must see wh(*tlier it is in order. I will 
read out tlie motion. This is the motion of Mr. II. S. Suhrawardy : — 

“That the business of this Assembly do now adjourn for the purpose of 
discussing a definite matter of urgent public importance, namely, the serious 
eituation arising out of the misapplication of Ordinance No. II of 1942 by 
appointing Special Magistrates in cases not contemplated by the Ordinance.” 

This is in order. I think there is no objection. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I object. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, Government allotted a day on the 
2Gth. This was the arrangement with the Chief Government Whip and he 
did not raise any objection then. I am surprised that the Chief Minister is 
now objecting. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: If there is objection, I will have to take the 
consent of the House as to whether the members agree or not. 

Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: There is just one point I would like to 
place before you and the Leader of the House. Today is an exceptionally 
abnormal day. Many members have not been able to come on account of the 
rain. I suggest that you will kindly take up this question of admissibility 
tomorrow instead of today. You will see how the attendance is thin in this 
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House today. The members iannot have any conveyance. They are 
stranded. Pavements are practici^/ly full of ankle-deep water. It is not 
possible for an averaj^e member to reach here in time. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: As for myself I have already waived the 
urgency of it. I do not mind postponing it till tomorrow. I think there 
will be no objection from tlie Treasury Bench. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, I realise the importance of 
the point to which Sir Nazimuddin has referred. On account of the incle- 
ment weather it is possible that members have not attended, and if I 
challenge that 02 members are not present to support the motion, it would 
be unfair to the Opj)osition. From that point of view I am ])repared not to 
press that point today, but I am only telling the House that apart from that 
I have my objection to the u<lmissibility or otherwise of the motion. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: That may Ive taken up tomorrow. 

Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I tl.an k tlie Leader of the Iloiiee. 

Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: There was another adjourn imuit motion 
which you were gfxid (‘iiough to givo consent to, but whiidi I have not had 
an opjiortunity to move. When sliall I move that H 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER; I cannot take up tw'o adjournment motions 
at the same time. I will ('(insider that tomorrow. 

Supply of Petrol to Assembly Members. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, before the food ihdiati* starts, may 
we have replies from the (’hiei Minister to the .series of entreaties and rtsjuests 
that were made through you regarding the supply of petrol for the month 
of February? We understand that (’oumdl members are alnnidy gcdting 
half a gallon petrol jier day, but .so tar as tht* Assembly members are 
concerned, we do not know why they are not being treated with tlie same 
courtesy as the members ot the (Fiuncil, or House of Lords, are being 
treated . 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: It is really strange tu me also. Some 
members came to me, and I understand from them that they havi' got only 
one or two gallons for the month of March, but nothing has y(‘t been given 
for the current month. I have already requested Government to look into 
tie matter, and 1 will again othcially reijuest the Government — possibly it 
is a matter for the Civil Defence Department — to see that you get your 
petrol in no time. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Thank-you, Sir. 

SPECIAL MOTION. 

Supply and distribution of foodstuffs, ooai, kerosino oil and cloth. 

Mr. A. F. STARK: On a point or order, Sir. Before we proceed may 
we know what we are j?oing to discuss tonight? We understood that there 
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would be a Government Party amendment moved today. We have not yet 
ffot any Government Party amendmeit here. We think it is very 
difficult to on talking about this without any definite statement of the 
Government views. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER : No surh amendment is before me. The 
debate will continue, and I understand Government will fix another day to 
close this debate, and I will ])e able to tell you after hearing the Leader of 
the ll(juse in this matter. There is no amendment before me today. 

Mr. A. F. STARK: On a point of order, Sir. Will you fix a definite 
date before wliieb the Government Party must lodge their amendment.^ 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER; I had a discussion with the Chief Whip of 
the Opposition and it was partially settled that it would be taken up on the 
9tli. That is tlie only possible date. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Mr. Stark’s question so far as I under- 
stand is this: May we know from you. Sir, whether you have fixed a definite 
date by wbieli the (fovernment amendment will be placed before the 
Assembly ? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: That will be done as soon as I get the 
amendment from the (Tovernment. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: If Government do not place any 
amendment by that date may we take it that no amendment w'ill be permis- 
sible after that? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: That I cannot say. 

Mr. A. F. STARK: Sir, an honourable member has to observe certain 
rules, one being that he must give notice of an amendment wdiich wdll be 
considered by this House. What we are asking is that the (roverninent 
Party should have to observe certain rules and the particular one w'e wish 
being a certain date by wliich the amtmdment must be lodged, otherwise the 
amemlnient cannot be tabled. The <d»je(*t is that we should have time to 
consider tlie amendment. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I entirely agree with you. It is only 
desirable that this department should receive the amendment if there is 
any from the Government in time, so that it may be circulated to the 
members and the members w'ill have sufficient time to consider the admis- 
sibility or otherwise of the Government amendment. I will ask the Govern- 
ment, if they have got any amendment to move, to send it to this depart- 
ment as soon as possible. 

Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDFNj May I suggest to you, Sir, that you will 
inform Government that if they want to move any amendment, it should 
reach your office l^v the 5th. so that w'e can have it on the 6th and discussion 
can be resumed on the 9th. If it comes after that date, it will not be 
accepted. 
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iir« DEPUTY SPEAKERS I will discuss this with the Chief Whip of 
the Government Party, and I will decide it later on. 

The Hoii’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, I have been hearing? of 
amendments to be tabled on behalf of Government. The House will remem- 
ber that this debate started on a short statement made by the Chief Whip 
that the present situation re^^arding the food supply and other necessaries 
be discussed in this House. There is no substantive motion on which amend- 
ments can be tabled. At the same time Government realise that there must 
be something definite before the House which the House can distmss and 
on which they can formulate their proposals. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: We have provided the same. 

The Hpn’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Y ou have provided tin* mate- 
rial and I want to provide some further materials. 

I accept the suggestion of Sir Naziinuddin that by the 5th of March 
we will be in a position to let the House know w’hat actually the position of 
Government is. 

Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, to what extent 
the security of the province has been endengeriMl by the mishandling of 
the food problem by the Government is manifest from the chorus of condem- 
nation of the Ministry’s f(H)d policy from all 8e<*lions of the House. The 
destiny of a whole ptHjple could never be placed in more irresponsible hands. 
The Ministry’s policy of indecision with regard to this pro))lem is on all 
fours with its behaviour in this House in relation to the motion under discus- 
sion. There is liarrowing distress in the country side as well as in the 
metropolis for want of food and other essential necessaries of life. It was 
only to be expected that the Ministry would promptly take advantage of 
this debate to arrive at an early decision as to what should be done. But 
on this plea or that plea the discussion of the motion is being interminably 
prolonged. This is one more proof, if further prtmf wa.-* ro'cessary, of the 
Ministry’s supine apntliy and calhmsness to the suflenngs of the sixty 
millions of people entrusted to their charge. The Mini.stry imnins no 
business: and hence this unbusinesslike fKistpoiiemeiit of the discussion from 
day to day. 

• Sir, till recently we are absolutely in the dark as b) whether there was 
actually any deficit and, if so, to what extent in the production of paddy, 
the staple crop of this province, in the current year. The di^clonure made 
by the Hon’ble Mr. Hashem Ali Khan in the other Chamber of this Legis- 
lature in answer to a que.stion ye.sterday is,di8t|uieting. He said that the 
• estimated production of rice in Bengal during the year 1942-43 was about 
69 lakhs of tons and the estimated amount^of rice required for consump- 
tion w'as about 93 lakhs of tons, a deficit of about 24 lakhs of tons. How 
is this deficit proposed to be compensated? Bengal is confronted wuth an 
imminent danger, and it is for the House to consider whether it is safe to 
leave the dirpotion of affairs io the paralysed hands of the present regime. 
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There in no other alternative than to ahead without a moment's delay for 
a comprehensive scheme of rationinj^. Black markets, hoarding^ and 
profiteering have Ui be ruthleMsly dealt with and eradicated for the safety 
and security of the people. Our responsibilities as representatives of the 
people are great and my earnest appeal to rhe House is that we must see 
that satisfacUiry arrangements are made without further delay to save 
the people from the impending catiistrophe. 

Sir, I would now like say a few words about the miserable plight of 
mv district, N<jakhali, particularly the island of Sandwip, in this crisis. 
Noakh all is a deficit district. It hud always to depend upon other places, 
particularly Burma, for the supjdy of padd> and rice, at least for a part of 
the year. Perhaps next to Midna|Kue, no other district in Bengal is 
suffering from such an acute distress as Noakhali at the present time for 
want of food. This unfortunate land of ours is being faced* with one 
diffi<'ulty or another for the last two years in the production of paddy. The 
devastating effects of the cy(done and the tidal flood of the year 1941 which 
must be fresh in the minds of the honourable members of the House caused 
serious <lamage to the standing aus crop and very adversely affected the 
transplantation of the aman padd> in that year and led to the inevitable 
conse(|uences of a great scarcity throughout the district, (irant of agri- 
cultural loan and gratuitous relief's afforded not much relief to the people. 
In 1942 just before the cultivation season the denial policy was introduced 
in the district. It must he mentioned in this connection that the people of 
Noakhali have to depend to a large extent upcui the numerous chars for 
their food pr(uluetion. The withdrawal of all the boats at such a critical 
time seriously affected the cultivation in the district, particularly the <'fuir 
ones, causing shortage of food })roduction in the locality. Want of seeds 
and refusal by (Jovernment to give short-term loan to cultivators through 
the (\>-o|)erative Department unlike in the previous years on the ground of 
the district being in the emergent area contributed no less to the shortage 
of food production in the district, particularly in my constituency. While 
the island Sandwip with a population of about 2 lakhs suffered from these 
difficulties in common with others so far as the cultivation operation was 
concerned last year it has met with complete failure of aus crops and a partial 
failure of the arnan crops, resulting in the prevalence of great scarcity if not 
famine in the locality. 

It will not he an exaggeration to say, Sir, that 95 per cent of the 
families living in this unfortunate and ever-neglected island have no paddy 
for consumption at this time of the year and the miseries of the people have 
increased a luindredfold by the withdrawal of the boats w'hich were the only 
means of bringing supplies from outside". Paddy and rice are not available 
to the reciuired extent and wdiafever meagre supply there may be, the price 
has looked up beyond the means of the people to buy. Similar is the condi- 
tion of the people of the other parts of the district. The situation at 
Noakhali has assumed a very serious turn. Looting of paddy and rice from 
boats and shops Bas already commenced in various parts of the district. 
Lives and properties are becoming insecure, and if the situation is not 
handled with sympathy and promptitude, if may go altogether out of hand 
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and lead to a serious disaster. Let any one of my friends on the other side, 
I mean the representatives from Noakhali supporting the present (iovern- 
ment, deny or contradict what I have just said before the House if they 
can. 

For other essential necessaries of lite the sufferings of the people of 
my district are not less in any way than those of the people in other j)arts 
of the province. But I would like to mention specially the most inequit- 
able and unfair distribution of kerosene oil. The local agents of the Burma 
Oil Gunpany which supplies the bulk ot the needs of the people are bungling 
the whole distribution to the greatest disadvantage of the people. It seems 
that the local authorities are no match for them. Will you not be surprised 
to hear that in many parts of the district, specially in Sandwip, the agents 
are selling at Rs. 16 to Rs. 20 per tin of kerosene oil even no\\ . Will you 
not be still more surprised to hear that the jmor people cannot light a lamp 
for want of the oil even to take their meals during night P have not a 
large number of men fallen victims to snake bite at night in the district, 
and yet no lamp could be lighted by the inmates for want of kerosene oilP 
The miseries of the people can be imagined more than described. If there 
had been proper rationing in the distribution of kerosene oil in the district, 
the quantity which is supplied by the Company to the agents of the district 
would be sufficient to mitigate the hardships and difficulties of the people 
to a great extent. But (be lo(|iil authorities, due to a lack of any direction 
from the higher autlionties, have iniscruhly failed to properly tackle the 
problem oi distribution of th(‘ oil. With these* few words. Sir. I would 
resume my seat. 

Mft ANANDILAL PODDAR: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, on the last 
occasion when I had (he opportunity to speak on the food situation in the 
House, I said that although pri<e control as a principle justified itself, it 
was such a delicate and responsible task that without thoughtful planning 
and resourceful administration it was hound t(» have disastrous etfect.s. 
Today it is admitted that the jirice contnd measures have been a failure 
and the Government has been sf) long only nibbling at the problem. I 
appreciate the difficulties of the Ibnvincial Government in so far as the 
situation is beyond their c^mtrol. They are not resjxin.sihle for the 
indiscriminate and unjustifiable (‘urren<y expansion which is one of the 
primary causes ot price inflation, the\ are not responsilde for the haphazard 
control policy launched by the Central G<»vernment under the advice of their 
Kconomic Adviser; nor have they any contml over the large scale military 
purchases and wastages, and the export of rice from Bengal to Ceylon and 
other countries. But it canmit he denied from all accounts that the Govern- 
ment of Bengal have played the role of “Yes” men of the (’entral Govern- 
ment in matters the final decision of widely, rests with them. As a result, 
. from the creation of a Price Control Department to the inauguration of a 
Civil Supplies Directorate culminating in »he api>ointment of a European 
High Coart Judge as Director of f’ivil Supplies w'ho is the de facio 
Food Minister of Bengal, perhap.s responsible only to tjie official coterie, 
which is in virtual possession of administrative authority in the province, 
thanks to tl^e omnipotent Defence of India Rules, the history of the food 
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and fuel situation in this province is a st^)ry of inefficiency and high- 
handedness. To all appearances, the Government of Bengal refuse to take 
the public into their confidence and liave so long satisfied themselves by 
laying all the blame at the door of the so-called profiteer. Sir, panic is the 
psycliology of scarcity and the Government by their ill-conceived and half- 
hearted measures have only aggravated the habit of pre-emptive buying on 
the part of the individual as well as the dealers. Sir, the present stale- 
mate is to be aseri]3ed to the interference of the Government without a plan 
and proper man to handle, 

I need not stress the urgency of taking some immediate steps to check 
the upward tendency of prices of all essential articles of food. Sir, accord- 
ing b) the statement of the Controller of Civil Supplies, Calcutta, the cost 
of living index on the basis of the retail prices prevailing on the 22nd 
January, 194d, for the working class in and around Calcutta was 248, the 
index of rice was 295, of atta and flour 552, of salt 300 and so on. Accord- 
ing to the trade, prices Iiave gone over 300 i)er cent, in most of the section. 
Sir, the people of this country are docile but I am afraid if adecjuate steps 
are not taken in good time, there may he food riots and the economic 
structure of the society may collapse. 

The food problem at present, Sir, is more a problem of distribution of 
food rather than that of its production. This does not mean that all is well 
with production but adjustments and improv^ients in production are bound 
to take a considerable period to be effective. The much advertised '‘Grow 
More Food” campaign has been confined to a paper propaganda. Will 
the Ilon^ble Minister in charge of the Department tell the House, if 
statistics have been taken district by di.strict? Has the yield in the so- 
called surplus districts been uppraise<l in relation to the increased popula- 
tion P Have they made a survey of the cultivable waste lands in the 
province y 1 have yet to know if without a planned programme for distri- 
buting seeds, manure uud some financial a.ssistunce, food can be grown by 
means of circulars and press bulletins. 1 am aKo constrained to note that 
the Bongul Goverumeiit has yielded to the pressure of the Indian Jute Mills 
Association and agreed to an eight-anna sowing of jute instead of their 
original scheme of a five-and-one-third-unna sowing. The Bengal Govern- 
ment denied the report al>out their original intention in course of a Press 
Note issued on the 18tl» February, hut on tlie 19th February the President 
of the Indian Jute Milks Asvsociation gave away the whole show in bis 
speech at the Annual Meeting of the Association and the public had an 
opportunity to know how vital programme is decided upon at the behest 
of the interested trade. 

If Bengal is to pii^duce more rice, there must be a drastic cut in the 
jute acreage and also a planned propaganda for indiicing cultivators to 
grow more {(kmI crops in cultivable waste lands by promising not to charge 
any assessment for the next ten years. Besides, Government should 
purchase grains from the cultivators at prices that will leave reasonable 
profit to them and^ sell the same under controlled system to the consumers 
without driving the normal trade out of picture. So far as the system of 
purchasing and distributing is concerned. Sir, I do not luck 
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of those ten or twelve persons who have hnen appointed by Oovernment as 
agents for purchasing rice and paddy but I do not like the manner of their 
selection behind the screen, without taking the trade into confidence. The 
public may complain that while Home is burning, Neio is fiddling, and it is 
not unnatural that the inefficiency witli which the food problem is being 
handled by an incompetent governmental machinery has given cause for 
the public suspicion about the Government’s sincerity. 1 would urge the 
appointment of a non-official Advisory Board under whose guidance the 
work of the Directorate should be carried on. 

Sir, I said only the other dav that there wa? an element of threat in 
the budget speech of the Chiet Minister, when he referred to the steps to 
be taken in reirard to the trade, and today I m.iv inform you that action 
has already followed the threat and respetdahle husim‘sxmen paying a huge 
amount into th(‘ ctjfteis of the Government by way of taxes are being 
harassed, apparently at tlie instam-e of the Civil Supplies Directorate. 1 
have nothing to say if any definite charge is brought against any husiness- 
rnau, however big, and he is tried in an oj>en court. But businessmen, 
more respectable than any Presidency Magistrate or even a High Court 
Judge, not to speak of any other personality in the steed-frame, are being 
arrested and put in the lock-up, and bail is being refused. Is this not 
harassment P Does the Government realise that they are only worsening 
the situation by alienating the trade!'' Sir, let me warn the powers that 
be that high-handedness will lead to serious eoiiseijuences. 

Coming to the problem of distribution, Sir, I undcrstimd the proposal 
of introducing rationing is being seriously considered by Government, 
llationing with price contivil i.s no doubt the most satisfactory solution, if 
eflicientl.N ami justly handled. In western countries this is the method 
that is tried and with success. But in India the Government have tried 
to ta<‘kle the jiroldem only by price control; ami that tdo k licsitaiit, 
meal and inefl'ective. Thi^y have made no arrangement for rationing. The 
result is chaos in distributkm, profiteering by some traders and the 
corruption of Government servants. Any feasible plan of distribution of 
food would have for ii.s ohjeets firstly, an assurance of the minimum to 
everybody by rationing, and secondly, increasing controlled agencies. T 
quite realise that tlie whole of India is to he treated as one unit, ami the 
responsibility rests mainly on the Central Government, particularly in the 
matter of providing transport facilities. But the Bengal Government can- 
not certainly look complacently at the privations of the people wdio cannot 
get coal or milk, although this is available at a few miles distance for lack 
of wagons and trains. 

Sir. I would again urge the Government to shed their bureaucratic 
* arrogance and take the public info their confidence simply because public 
confidence is a great asset at a critical tin/e like thi.s. The normal course 
of the trade has been choked up, consumers are panic-stricken, and the 
public does not .seem to have any faith in the capacity of the Government 
to arrange food-supply at controlled rates. I am told the Government 
cannot arrahge to give food articles at controlled rates even to those 
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prifiODers who have been detained without trial under the various 
Ordinances. If Government cannot arrange to supply food at controlled 
rates to a few hundreds of security prisoners, how can the people feel secure 
that it will be able to arrange supply of food articles to the vast population 
of this province without the heartiest co-operation of the trade? But, Sir, 
of one thing 1 am sure and that is that even rationing will be an utter 
failure, if it is left in the hands of the present machinery. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Mr. Chairmnn, Sir, the present situa- 
tion in ttie province with respect to the problem of foodstuff, coal, kerosene 
and clotli besides other necessities of life has been serious and complicated, 
rather lias reached its climax Of these the food problem is the problem 
of all problems without which the world cannot go on for a single day, and 
the problem has now become unbearably acute. In most of the districts 
including the jute-growing districts panicky alarms have been spread from 
one corner to another about want of junldy and other food grains. Sir, I 
hail from the mufassil area of the biggest jute-growing district like 
Mymensingh inhabited by a population of no less than sixty lakhs of people. 
Last time I travelled through a hundred villages and I know of many people 
taking huthn, khttd, kunra^ kachy^ (jherhu, mluk, leaves of plants and grasses 
and what not? The} are selling corrugated iron sheets they had, lambs 
and goats, if any, pinughing bullocks and buffaloes and utensils and 
furniture — and \\hat for? For buying foodstuff' only for the purpose of 
saving their lives. 1 am unable to describe the harrowing distress and 
plight of the everyday increasing landless labouring (lasses. 

Sir, being pressed thus the p(*ople of different districts on both sides of 
the river Jumna sent some thousands of boats of capacities varying from 50 
to 5(10 maunds and u few oi 50(t to 1,000 maunds to Assam for rice and 
j)addy and you know their fate. At Dhiibri most of their boats were 
attached, goods forfeited, the persons convicted each with fines of Rs. 50 
or more or with im|>risonment or with both. Some of them, so far as we 
know, sent some wires to the Chief Minister from Dhubri and elsew'here 
but without any effect. It was also known that he would go there and make 
some arrangements but all that was nonsense. Cannot the Ministry do 
anything towards this or make some negotiations with the Assam Govern- 
ment to release those poor seekers of dal-hhnf? Cannot they ask the Assam 
Government to deal with them leniently? Sir, I would ask you to imagine 
the food troubles from another point ot view. There are five Sub-Registrv 
offices in the subdivision of Tangail at Ghatail, Madhiipur, Kalihati, 
Tungail and Mirza])ur. Now at the Tangail Sub-Registry office only in last 
January 1,900 documents, mostly sale deeds, were registered while some 
2,000 deeds were registered during the wdmle of last year. By this you can 
imagine why the poor cultivators for want of two morsels a day had had to 
sell their hearths and homes. Villagers after villagers are hurriedly 
leaving their birth-place of Tanjtail and other parts of the district for taking 
shelter in the dense forests of Assam. This exodus so to say has been going 
on vigorously parftcularly from the last year. If you go and see up- 
steamers plying through the Jamuna up to the Upper Assam you cannot 
check your tears for the plight of such distressed cultivatortf with their 
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children and family on the deck leaving their birth-places only for the 
daUhhat so many times promised by the Chief Minister, the Hon’ble 
Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq. However, Sir, who is mainly responsible for such 
a situation and what are the grounds that the country has come across 
such a serious situation,^ I am sure the present Ministry cannot shirk 
their responsibility of creating such a situation and are certainly respon- 
sible not to a smaller degree. 

The grounds are — 

(1) The present Ministers’ wnuig policy of allowing the ten-anna quota 
for growing jute last year in spite of the serious attack of Ja|)an by air, 
sea and land in conseciuence of which Burma, whence we used to get no 
less than 4 crore maunds of rice per year in normal time, Singapore and 
other places were separated and cut off. 

(2) Damage of croijs, both aua and aman, partially and somewhere 
totally, specially in the riverine districts. 

(3) Military consumption. 

(4) Kxport from the province. 

(5) (’allousness and carelessness of the Ministry to handle the situation 
in right earnest for want of foresight and serious thinking in understanding 
properly what the situation is and would be. 

\ow, Sir, we can turn our face and see how can this food j)roblem be 
solved. 

(1) Kxport out of the ])rovince must be totally stopped tintil the surplus 
production is actually attained. 

(2) Jute quota of 8 annas should be revised for the current year and 4 
annas be made with exceptional provision wJiere up till now some portion 
has already been sown and that area being still very limited, the change 
would little affect the total area. 

(3) A survey be promptly made by the (avil Supplies Directorate in 
collaboration wuth other departments, if required, of the self-sufficient 
districts and deficit districts, deficit in quantity according to population. 
Then the superfluity of the surplus districts, if any, under the present 
circumstances be allowed to flow down to the neighlmuriiig deficit districts 
by some hf)nest private enterprisers under check, control and licence and by 
(iovernment contractors if no difficulty. 

(4) Import to be made from outsifle province acc^ording tf) the need of 
the total balance and some percentage more where available. 

(o) Any sort of corruption, bribery and jobbery in the Civil Supplies 
Department be strictly dealt with and the arrangement be made in such a 
way that,sui»ply and di.stribution of food.stuff can be made promptly, syste- 
matically and indiscriminately. * 

(6) The ‘'Grow More Food” campaign cannot be abandoned as the 
Ministry has done, but it would have to be vigorously taken up; provision 
shall have to be made^n this budget. In connection with this the provision 



1 $ 


SPECIAL MOTION. 


[25th Fi»., 


for distribution of improved type of seeds, particularly of paddy, at a larger 
scale throughout tlie province where required be made and this system, if 
adopted, wouhl produce a healthy effect. 

(7 ) The (iovernment will have to advance a huge amount of agricul- 
tural loans to the poor agriculturist.s wherever flenianded. 

(8) The profiteering, black market, etc., must be checked and severely 
punished. 

Mr. Chairman, Sir, througli you I appeal to the Ministry that for God’s 
sake forget your j>n‘sistent policy of making party propaganda from inside, 
as you have stoi)ped outside for the aj)prehension of ])lack flags demonstra- 
tions and focus all of your thoughts and anxieties at least for some time for 
bettering the situation created by the ffHulsIufl' problem first, then cloth, 
keroscMie, coal and other things immediately after. 

With this I lesume my seat. 

Mr, ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Mr. Chairman, a serious food crisis con- 
fronts Bengal today. Any one walking along the streets in Calcutta must 
have seen numbers of people — men, women and children — waiting in the 
burning sun in interminable queues for the day's provision — some getting 
it and many others returning disappointed. Any one who has been to 
villages must have seen people living on kochu leaves boiled and husks 
boiled. I have seen it myself. This is about poor people. People having 
money may have some rations for the present but the day is not far distant 
when they will have their share of suffering as well. The situation is really 
serious. It portends evil for the future. I liave reasons to believe that 
there will be serious food riots all over the province unless the problem is 
tackled proptulx before it is tin) late. 

This pi'iddcm ma\ be >ubdivi(h‘d undei' thii*e heads, namely, first, the 
question liov\ to me(‘t the shortage of supjily; secondly, how to make a 
])roper (list rihutioii of the existing snp))ly; and thirdly, to fix a fair price 
for the commodity. 

Sir, I will take up the second first. As regar<ls jiroper distribution, there 
is perftH't unanimitN of thinking that profiteering and boarding must be 
eliminated altogether; that lioarders, ])rofiteers and food thieves must be 
dealt with sternl\. There is no question about that. But do we suggest 
that liiis distribution should be left entirelx in the hands of (iovernment 
machinei\ or should the natural channel of trade he allowed tti take its 
part in distribution I'' I am inclined to think that at this stage to take 
absolute control of distribution will not be a wise coui'^e to adopt. I am 
inclined to think that the natural channel ot trade should be allowed to 
operate but under proper control, control to be exercised not merely by 
governmental machinery hut by governmental machinery helped and aided 
by the public. I have been ill the villages in the meantime and tried to 
understand public opinion in this respect. The feeling is that public co- 
operation has not l)eeu sought in the matter as it ought to have been. This 
is regrettable. 
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The second question is to fix a fair price for the commodity. Only 
yesterday I received a telepram from my constituency tellinp me that the 
price of rice has pone up as hiph as Rs. lo per mauiid and the people there 
are literally starving. This must be prevented. Government must do 
something to bring the food commodity within easy reach of the poor people. 
The price must be fixed at a lower level than it is ruling today. 

The next question is that of supply. In dealing with this question the 
first thing that comes uppermost in my mind is the question of “Grow more 
food” campaign. No doubt there has been some sort of campaign in the 
province. Unfortunately this campaign has been limited to some news- 
paper notices and some red letter placards pasted on the walls of the city. 
The propaganda has not reached the mas.ses which it ought to have reached. 
(Mr. Ahoul AVaiiah Khan: They read the “Statesman”!) Yes, they 
read “Statesman”. “Amrita Bazar Patrika” and “Hindnsthan Standard” 
and all other English newspapers published from this city. I know, Sir, 
that the Government realise that some campaign encouraging and inducing 
the people to grow more food is neces.sary, but the kind of campaign that 
has been carried on for the last few j'cars has been a mere aj>ology for pro- 
paganda. I had occasion in consultation with a departmental head to submit 
a plan of campaign to the Government. Unfortunately I could not make 
the civilian Secretary understand the scheme. Sandwiched between a 
muddle-headed Secretary and a helpless Minister it came to nothing. I was 
baffled, but I do not despair. I would yet give some suggestions apart from 
mere campaign. AVe all realise that the peasants must be encouraged to 
grow more food, but, Sii, a rlebt-ridden and rack-rented ])easantry us we 
have in this province cannot be expected to join a production drive, unless 
adequate means are adoj)ted to encourage them to do so. I make the follow- 
ing suggestions which I believe will help a production drive among the 
peasants. I suggest that all fallow lands must be made over to the peasants 
free of rent — a revolutionary suggestion no doubt, but these are abnormal 
times and abnormal times call for abnormal revolutionary remedies. I 
suggest that credit facilities must be given to the peasants for opening new 
lands for cultivation. I suggest further that fair prices must be ensured 
for the crops raised. I suggest that landlords, mahnjnnn and other 
creditors of the peasants must not be allowed to make increasing demands 
for their dues, because of the increased output of crops. I go further and 
say that a partial or complete moratorium must be granted on all outstand- 
ing debts, revenue or rent payable by the peasants. AVhen I say so, I am 
not unconscious of the fact that these suggestions are rather of a revolu- 
tionary nature, but as I have said. Sir, abnormal times call for abnormal 
remedies. Unfortunately this Government like their predecessor have not 
realised it. They have not been guided by the spirit or the wish to help the 
peasantry to grow more food. In my constituency, there is an area called 
the Arial* Reel area, where vast tracts of yiarshy land remain submerged 
under water covered by water-hyacinth. Paddy can be grown there in 
considerably large quantities if the lands can be pmtected from this 
kachuri pest. The people of the locality helped by some local gentlemen 
built up a l^rricade there to protect the crops. Government came in later 
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and took up the extension and maintenance of the barricades. But they 
bungled the whole scheme. They bungled and imposed heavy taxes for the 
barricade built. I think any Government in any civilized country other 
than India would have come forward to help the peasantry by making grants 
to make the barricade, but here in Bengal, here in this unfortunate land 
Government are making exorbitant demands on the peasants as the costs of 
the barricade. (Cries of “Shame, shame”.) On more occasions than one 
in the past, I have tried to convince the House that the peasants should be 
exempted from payment of any tax on that score but unfortunately I failed. 
This is not the proper spirit wdiich ought to guide the Government at least 
today, if they really want to encourage the “Grow' more food” campaign. 

Sir, the substance of what I have tried to impress upon this House is 
this. If serious attempts are to be made to encourage the “Grow more 
food” campaign, steps must be taken to encourage the peasantry 'by giving 
them lands free of rent, credit facilities and a moratorium on all outstand- 
ing dues, so that they may whole-heartedly join the production drive. If 
the peasantry of Bengal do join the production drive one-half of the food 
problem of Bengal will be solved. That is my honest opinion. Sir, I have 
finished. 

BAbu NAGENDRA NATH SEN: Mr. Chairman, Sir, this food problem 
in Bengal as in every other part of India is agitating the mind of the people 
very much. With respect to the motion moved by the Chief Whip the 
Opposition has moved an amendment “that the Government have failed to 
tackle satisfactorily the problems of supply and distribution of foodstuffs, 
etc., etc.” If by the word “Government” the Council of Ministers is meant 
then this is not correct, but if the executive or the administrative machinery 
of the Government directly controlled by His Excellency the Governor is 
meant, then it is perfectly correct. 

What jurisdiction have the Hon’ble Ministers in this matter? Are they 
entitled to influence the policy of war administration? Have they got the 
control over the transport system? Have they got any right to control the 
supply of coal, paper, kerosene? Have they got any control in the matter 
of export of rice or import of wdieat and sugar from or into this province? 
The responsibility of the (’ouncil of Ministers should be judged in accordance 
W'ith the an.swer “yes ’ or “no” of these questions. Who is the Hon’ble 
Mi nister in whose charge this department is? In newspaper reports we find 
the name of the Hon’ble Mr. Santosh Kumar Basu who interest.s himself in 
this matter by joining public meetings or departmental meetings. When 
questioned he disavow's all responsibility in this matter. Now we find that 
this busine.ss appertains to the ^fiice of the Hon'ble the Nawab Bahadur of 
Dacca as the (’ommerce Minister. Failure there has been, and absolute 
failure w'hich is scandalous and reprehensible. There appear no signs of 
co-operation betw'een the Centra*! Government and the Province, nor between 
the military authqrities and the Provincial Government. There is no idea 
or attempt to maintain equilibrium between military demands and the bare 
and essential necessities of the civil population. Every one in authority 
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seems to be obsessed with the idea amounting to conviction that in a war 
tbe civil population does not count anywhere. The absolute want of 
sympathy with the civil population is responsible for these hardships and 
troubles which the whole country is passing through. It is the alien 
administration manned by sundried bureaucrats having no sympathy for 
the civil population that the people have got to look up to for their hhat, (hil 
and kapar. When they ask for bread they are given either no reply or are 
given stone instead. His late Majesty King George V when on His Royal 
visit to this country had stressed the duty upon public officers of showing 
sympathy towards every one. But, alas, his advice has fallen on deaf ears. 
In a war — total world war, or small war — a discontented civil population is 
not an asset, but quite the reverse of that. It is the bankruptcy of states- 
manship in our rulers that they have failed to understand this elementary 
canon of administration and are working in a direction quite the opposite 
which they ought to ])ursue. 

There have been set up a Department of Supply ami control, price 
regulation and rationing, etc. But they have egregiously failed in their 
duties. Their intervention has aggravated the situation and has made con- 
ditions more critical and embarrassing. This department is manned by 
officers who have never sought the help and c(j-operation of the ]>ublic ami 
have never wanted to know where the shoe pinches. Secure in their insular 
positions with no responsibility to any one, they are going on exi>erimenting 
or sitting tight in their posts and drawing high salaries. Mr. Kirpalani 
had his office in the 4th floor of the Writers’ Buildings which is not approach- 
able to ordinary human beings, although his duty at least on paper was to 
control and regulate supplies in Calcutta which means constant contact with 
traders and merchants, stockists and distributors. But there was no oppor- 
tunity for this. Even now the present incumbents of this department seem 
to have no knowledge or training about the functions fr)r which they are 
paid princely salaries. Raniganj is only 108 miles and Asansol only lliO 
miles by rail from Calcutta, but there is coal famine in Calcutta, and in 
spite of complaints in newspapers they never raised their little finger to 
ease the situation. To this must be added the com])laints widely and 
publicly made that corruption and bribery is ram])ant every wliore. The 
people of Jessore sent a largely signed representation to the higher 
authorities, but with no result. 

• The dual authority of the Central and the Provincial Governments should 
be abolished, and there should be co-ordinand unification. The remedies 
are indicated in the amendments of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal which I whole- 
heartedly support. Control there must be but (here sh^iuld be some method 
in this control which should not be left to, the discretion of a single officer. 
They should invite co-operation which will be gladly and readily given. 

If there are enough food-grains and ofh**r e.ssenlial commodities of every- 
day life the need for control and supply may altogether vanish. Black 
markets and criminal profiteering should be suppressecf with a vengeance. 
Persons indulging in these should be whipped or otherwise exemplarily 
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dealt with. The “Denial Policy'’ should ho abandoned. By commandeer- 
inj^- boats (and in many cases they have been burnt or otherwise destroyed) 
the fish trade has been dan^^erously handicapped; the trade in honey and 
fuel wf)(»d has disappeared, rendering the people employed therein destitute 
and famished. The country is being denuded of its livestock to feed the 
military. In the near future milk wdll be a matter of history only and 
cultivation will be very seriously jeopardised. Even immediately after the 
cyclone in Midnapore last October the Police had forcibly commandeered 
mihdj cows and cattle to feed the military. In yesterday’s morning papers 
there a})peared an advertisement calling for tenders (amongst other things) 
for the supply of meat, 4 maunds a meal, for the consumption of a Civil 
Pioneer unit stationed at Mahesliganj in the Nadia district. Most of them 
are Bengalees and not used to meat every day. And if it is the rate and 
inde.x of semi-military demands, then Ood knows where will be Bengal a 
few years later. This pro}>ensity to feed fat the military at the expense of 
the civil jifipulation is at the root of all evils. We should be given just 
what we can h'gitimately demand. We do not want anything more. 
Scarcity there has ])een before and scarcity then* may he again. But who 
has ever hear<l of such high jirices prevailing before. For instance the 
price of rice has now risen up to Us. 2(1 per maiind. The other day 1 sent 
a servant to buy some rice but he returned and told me that utap rice was 
selling at Us. 2(1 per maurnl, or 8 annas a seer. It is high time that there 
should be, as I have atread\ said, co-ordination betw(‘en the military and 
the civil. What is the liaison officer of Bengal doing all this tinier Has 
anybody (‘ver heard <»f himr' What is his duty!'^ What are the (lovernment 
officers doings Have tin* ('ivil Supply Department ever taken care to take 
counsel of any non-official gentleman There are Ifl or 2(1 lakhs 
of peo])le in the city of (’alcutta and its suburbs. How many shojis have 
been set up by (loverninent or under Government patronage and control? 
If any one would go to a rice control shop he will find nearly l.OOO people 
standing there in line, and this morning one Uai Sahib reported to me that 
he w'ent to purchase a small quantity of sugar. He went there at 0 o’clock 
in the morning and returned at 11 o’clock with half a seer of sugar. This 
is most scandalous. People can never be content with their belly and 
stomach empty. They must have the barest necessities of life, the barest 
foodstuffs if they are to keep their body and soul together. If they are 
denied the simple and elementary needs then how can they remain content. 
I again say that this discontent of the civil population is not an asset but 
quite the reverse of it. 

Mr. 8HAHEDALI: Mr. riiairman. Sir, the food problem is an acute 
problem iu Bengal, and it is the duty of every civilised Government to 
protect its people and also to silpply them with food and clothing. Here, 
Sir, in Bengal from the answer given by the Honble Khan Bahadur Hashem 
Ali Khan in the Uj)per House it* is now known to all that }k‘ngal is a deficit 
province. Unless we take care to remedy this we shall suffer much in 
future: aud with tlfat end in view the Chief Whip of our party has set the 
bull rolling and invited criticisms from all of us. 
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Now, Sir, the most difficult problem of the time is the distribution and 
control of foodstuff. If it is under the command of the (Vntral Govern- 
ment and the Central Government only entrust the Provincial Government 
with the execution of their policy, wre are nowffiere. On the other hand, if 
our Government take upon themselves the responsibility of protecting* the 
people of this province by supplying them with food and clothing, then we 
can face criticisms as this will help us in solving the problem. 

Now, Sir, I shall first deal with the problem of ('hiltagong Division. 
Chittagong Division has got a peculiar problem of itself. First of all, it 
had its foodstuff imported from Purina; it had then its foodstuff imported 
from Assam and it had aNo imiiorted rice from Bakargaiij. Put unfor- 
tunately, Sir, we are not now getting any rice from Purina and it has been 
prohibited by an order of the Government of Assam that no rice should 
be imported from there t(i the jirovinee of Pengal Lastly, Sir, our Pro- 
vincial Government have also ordered that no rice will be sent to tlie districts 
of Tippera, Faridpur and Dacca from Pakarganj and other districts of the 
province, and it is known to all that Tippera and other districts of Cliittagong 
Division are deficit districts. As a result of the denial policy adojited in 
the district of Tipjiera and other districts of the Chittagong Division rice 
and paddy have already been taken away by purchasers from outside. Now 
at the fa^ end of the day we find today in the papers that rice or paddy of 
more than dOI) maumls cannot be exjiorted without special permit of the 
foodrgrahis authority. The district of Tippera and other districts have 
got no rice, no padd\. and unle^.s measures are taken immediattdy, people 
there will die of starvation. 

Now, Sir, a solution of this problem is urgently necessary. Put at the 
present time the question is, how can w'e .solve it K At the Line wdien the 
cultivation of jute was discussed in this House Government pleaded inability 
to help the cultivators because there W’cre no transport facilities, and that 
was at the beginning of the war in eastern zones. Now the situation is 
much more critical owing to war in eastern zones for months past and trans- 
port facilities are absolutely required for the military; and we do not know 
how Government will helji us with rice and paddy if these are stopped to 
be imported from outside districts. It has been said by some officials that 
it will be their duty to .send rice to the outside districts wdthin the course 
of two or three days. May 1 know'. Sir, how can Government help the 
people of Chittagong Division with foodstuff w'hen it will be invaded by 
•Tapan. if there are no transport facilities Now, Sir, the Hon’ble Khan 
Bahadur Hashem AH Khan should not be busy with his own district of 
Pakarganj hut should also think of other districts. He^has done something 
in the shape of starting stores on a co-operative basis in bis ow'ii district, 
and I think he should take similar steps fo see that such stores are also 
opened iu other districts so that they also might not be deprived of the 
benefit of such societies. • 

Sir. it is said that the district of Pakarganj is a deficit district, but it 
has also been said more than once before the House by many responsible 

members that the district of Pakarganj is no longer a deficit but a surplua 

• * 
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district. So also are the districts of 24-Pargana8 and Khulna. I am not 
sure about the 24-Parganas, but so far as the district of Khulna is concerned, 
that is the view of many. I submit, Sir, that Government should take 
steps to save the people of riiittaj.^onff Division by importing rice from those 
districts to the districts of Chittagong Division. 

Now, Sir, I sliall come to the next j)oint as regards distribution of 
kerosene in the district of Tippera. The Subdivisional Officer of Chandpur 
has entrusted the distribution of kerosene oil to the union boards; as a 
result union boards do not give oil to all but to some people only, which is 
not desirable. Sometimes they sell kerosene oil to the highest bidder and 
they do not keep any stock in reserve for distribution to the poor cultivator. 
It has been seen in the district of Tippera that the officers are never short 
of kerosene, sugar or other commodities while the poor people are generally 
in great need of these things. Even when we have sufficient quantity of 
kerosene, we find tliat the cultivators do not get their share of it. I would 
ask the Government to take immediate steps in this direction so that 
bribery and corruption are removed so far as the distribution of kerosene, 
sugar and other commodities is concerned. 

Last of all, 1 should suv something should be done to amend the Tenancy 
Act of Dengal so that people might grow more food. It is said that Bengal 
should grow jute to the extent of eight annas and at the same time the 
Bengal (iovernment ask the people of Bengal to grow more food, more 
paddy and other foodstuffs. There is a Bengali proverb 

^1 ” So the Government on the one hand 

say, *‘You grow more food” and on the other hand they say, “You grow 
more jute”. How can they «1() itl^ It is impossible. So my submission 
is that the (Tovernment of Bengal should send propagandists to different 
ioc-alities for the sake of proj)agandu, viz., “You grow more food, otherwise 
you will die of starvation”. 

With these few words I resume my seat. 

(At this stage the House was adjourned for lo minutes.) 

(After (idjourn nirnt.) 

Mr. P. BANERJI: Mr, Chairman, Sir, our Chief Whip has tabled a 
motion which is ver^ comprehen'^ive and I ri>e to sup]>ort that motion. 

Sir, Mr, Sen of the Coalition Party just mentioned thi.s afternoon that 
profiteering and hoarding were the causes of the shortage of food. I wouhl 
mention that they are not the only causes. The main cause is control. 
Due to Government control merchants had occasion to hoard for fear of not 
getting proper su}>plies, but if we try to ascertain the real cause, we find 
that the main cause is not control alone, but the first cause is the stoppage 
of food supplies so far as goods from Burma are concerned, the second is 
the export of rice and paddy. « and the third is military supplies in this 
country. 

Now, Government failed to answer when I enquired what was the 
necessity of control without making any arrangements for rationing. This 
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control and rationinjif should go hand in hand. Government could not make 
any such arrangements and as soon as their purchase in the main commo- 
dities was finished, they did away with the control. 

The next step taken hy (Tovernment was the appointment of a Director 
of Civil Supplies as if this gentleman with his office will meet the supplies. 
But we souietime> forget, a> a friend told me, that control of })rices is not 
certainly in the interests of the public; it is for the purpose of Government 
being able to purchase foodstuffs at very low prices and as soon as their 
purchase was finished, the control was withdrawn. 

Now, Sir, I will give you a picture of the countryside today. Paddy 
is selling today at Its. 8-8 a maund in the 24-Pargana8 — in Khulna and in 
Barisal where this commodity is grown in abundance. At the same time, 
only recently the price of rice was fixed at Ks. 8. A certain executive 
officer recently went to Jalmahat and fixed the price at Hs. 8, while paddy 
was then selling at Ks. (>-8. Now, everyone will understand that when 
paddy is selling at Rs. (]-8 — and that too is purchased by Government 
agents — how is it possible for the cultivators in the countryside to sell rice 
at Rs. 8? They naturally refused, and as a result there was some alter- 
cation and some persons were arrested. On the next hat day, there was no 
rice available and the result was that ordinary labourers and the poorer 
people were going without food. This happened not only in Jalmahat, but 
even in an important place like Daulatpur a very serious situation happened. 
On Saturday the hat was practically looted. Students in the mess of the 
Daulatpur College — honourable members are aware that that is the largest 
residential college in India where 500 students live — could not have their 
meals on ac(tount of this difficulty. They had to apply to the District 
Magistrate because nobody would come to the hat with rice. 

Sir, another difficulty was started by the executive officers. They could 
not take the risk of purchasing from the interior. Therefore, whenever 
tradesmen purchased rice from the.se hats, their boats were captured by 
Government officials. It wa.s found that in cases where rice was purchased 
even at Rs. 10 per maund, the whole of the ri(*e was seized by the Govern- 
ment officials and in some cases rice was purcha.sed at Rs. 8 per maund. In 
some cases when the cultivator refused to give rice at Rs. 8, because it was 
purchased at Rs. 10 per maund and would therefore entail a loss of Rs. 2, 
it was forcibly taken and the money was never paid. The result is that 
in the countrywide i)eoj)le are going without food. This is so far as rice is 
concerned. 

While in rural areas facilities are given to the purchasing agents of 
Government and they are actually purchasing rice at .a rate of Rs. 8 per 
maund, many members stated that rice could not be had even at Rs. 14 or 
Rs. 15 in some places. For example, within the last two days prices of 
paddy afid rice have gone .so high that it is impossible for people to 
purchase it; and already the looting o{ *hdts has started. Jalma hdt, 
Dumuria hat, Alaipur hat, and Daulatpur hat — all these hats have been 
looted. Some of these cases of looting have been reported in the newspapers 
of yesterday’s date. ,This is the actual state of affairs in the countryside; 
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an^l how many of us keep information unless we go and see these thing^s 
personally.^ Therefore, I feel that if Oovernment is not in a position to 
take the responsihility of supplies to the people, there is no point at all to 
take this risk of spending Its. 50,00t) to purchase paddy and rice and other 
foodstuffs, etc., with the intent of supplying to the people and doing away 
with the middlemen. 

Now, Sir, the other day in the course of the debate it was stated, and 
very aptly stated, that it is not possible for the Government to do away 
with the real businessmen. I quite endorse that opinion. We have noticed 
in the countryside that (iovernment by their control system and with the 
help of their satellites has created a class of jieople who have just formed 
a new class of traders and these traders get supplies at the (‘ontrolled rate. 
Wliile they make a show of giving sup])lie'< to tlie ])eo]de these traders 
distribute, say, some laigs of sugar or rice and us regards th(‘ le^t 1 definitely 
know that they sell it at a high price in the market. This is also going on 
even today. We can get supplies at a very high rate from the Government 
officers, because when people find that it is impossiblt* to get ^upl)lies, they 
are pr<*pared to pay any {jrice. it possible only for men of means and 
not for the masses. This Government always professed to shed tears for 
the masses. I say they are only crocodile tears I In actual practice we 
notice that they did very little for them. We have experience on that 
score. I w’ould like to know' wdiat the Government has got to say in reply 
to this debate. Government, I notice, have not yet made up their mind. 
It is difficult to give a proper definition of Government as stated by 
Mr. Nagendra Nath Sen. We do not know \\ho really constitute Govern- 
ment — whether the Ministers are the Government, or the permanent officials 
are the (iovernment, or other satellites. 

Sir, instead of finishing the debate we hear Government have not made 
up their mind and that tliis debate will continue. Our Chief AVhip 
Hr. Sanyal wanted an assurance from the Chief Minister. Of course the 
Chief Minister is alw^ays ready to give assurances. For example, he assured 
the other day that ftatvs quo would be maintained, but we find that in 
actual practice that is not being maintained. Today we notice that rice is 
being allowed to be shifted from one district to another without permit. I 
say. Sir, that this permit system is very ruinous. It is known to everybody 
that Government officers are rotten to the core. There have been increased 
bribery and corruption amongst them. We knew’ so long that only the 
court officials and police were hopelessly corrupt, but under the present 
Government 1 notice that every one of them, and particularly those who are 
connected with any precautionary or war measure, and especially the 
Supply Department, every one of them is corrupt. Almost every one of 
them has got a big bank balaiicel This is a ridiculous state of affairs which 
every civilised Government should condemn. 

Now’, Sir, my time is up, and I will finish my speech by saying that 
the Chief Minister jwho is not here now should give an assurance on behalf 
of Government that status quo will be maintained. But why has this not 
been done as yetP It has been stated that time is being taken, because 
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Mr. Pinnell has gone to Delhi. This matter has got nothing to do with 
the Delhi Conference. Bengal has been declared a deficit province, and it 
will l>e the duty of this Coiiterenee to find supplies to Bengal and they have 
nothing to do with the internal atlministration of our j)rovince. Therefore, 
Sir, the argument that has ])een })ut ti^rward in supi)ort of delay in this 
matter is not at all tenable. 

Sir, this is high time that we should give a warning to (lovernment that 
if they do not rise etjual to the o(‘(‘asion and take imme<liatt‘ ste])s and do 
away with this sort of eontrol and pnreljasing and allow normal state of 
affairs to come back. 1 think there uill be no end of dilticult\. Every- 
where there will be food riots ni>t at a very distant date and (lovernment , as 
we know, will head for a crisis. With these words I resume my ststt. 

Mr. J. N. GUPTA: Mr. ( hairman, much has been said on this (juestion 
for the last tew days. 1 do not want to take much tinn* of fh(‘ House over 
this problem. I shall onl> make a few observations as to what (lovern- 
ment should have done in this matter and what they should do in this 
matter, and 1 shall deal with this (|uestion from that point of view. On 
study of the scheme that has been followed in (Ireat Britain at the ]>resent 
moment, it seems that the present (lovernment has tbllowed that scheme 
only partially and not lull\. It is a great pity that the (lovernnnmt is not 
solely dej)endent on people’s co-operation in this matter. On tlie other 
hand, even if the people wanted to co-operate in this matter to decidcj their 
own destiny, the Government machinery would not approve of it and that 
is the cause of the failure. It has not only created too many odds, hut it 
has encouraged corruption, bribery, profiteering and black marketing. In 
England after the w'ar tbe.\ have adoi>ted .schemes to grow more food in their 
own country and to stop outside sii])plie.s; whereas in our own country we 
find that lots ol money weie spent in the Agriculture Departuicnt, schools 
and colleges o])ened and Iiisj)ect(us and all .sorts of men aj)j)oinled. 1 do 
not know wlial is the icsiilt of this c.xpcndjture h_N (lovernment. Duiing 
the last ten years thi^ province ha> been sulfering from various disabilitie.s. 
There are numerous cases (t\‘ no producli<m and less producti(Jii. This lia.s 
caused sufferizig not only to the (“uitivalois but to lize middle class us well. 
But the Agricultural Deiuirtmeiil with the band ol .so many officers and 
workers have done absolutely nothing, tbongb tlicv wcr»‘ ma iiitaiiicil at so 
much (‘ost to the tJix-payer. 

Then, Sir, the scheme that lias been followed by (lovernment to control 
foodstufl's and other iiece.ssaries of life has gi\en sufficient grounds for 
complaint because those who had deli}n*ratel\ for the ^sake of profiteering 
violated the order of the Controller have not been adecpiately punished. 
If you look into what is happening in (Ire'at Britain, you wdll find that a 
man wdio. violates the orders is punished with a fine of £100 jyhtsi three times 
the value of the goods .sold, whereas here yo^i w’ill find that a man wlio acts 
against the Government order is fined only Ks. 100. If the man makes a 
profit of Rs. 1,000, what does he care about spending U%. 100 or Rs. 200? 
There is a balance of Rs. 8(K) net to ^his credit. 
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Then, Sir, I can multiply instances regarding the control in the district 
and mufassal places. District Supply Officers have been appointed with 
power to control the whole affair. I know a case where students of schools 
and colleges who wanted to prepare themselves for the annual examination 
could not do so for want of kerosene oil. I led a deputation with the 
prominent members of the Senahati village in the district of Khulna, 
containing a population of 5,000 people, to the District Supply Officer, 
Khulna, and placed before him the case of the sludents. He gave a patient 
hearing no doubt, but he said that he would give a reply after four days. 
The fourth day passed and yet no reply was forthcoming. Then I went 
again to his office and told him that his date had expired. He said, “I will 
send you a reply tomorrow or the day alter.*’ Then again I saw him on 
the ♦‘lOth of the month. At that time 1 was shown the office copy of a letter, 
dated the 27th, in which the traders* names and the (juantities sanctioned 
were mentioned. There was also the suggestion that it should be distributed 
among the people equally. Then I pointed out to him that he had i.s8ued 
that letter, but that there was no mention as to how to control them. Then 
he replied that he had issued instructions and that if they did not carry out 
his orders, he would cancel their licence. It is surprising to see that no 
letter was issued. I wrote to Professor Ananta Kumar Sen and said that 
such and such a thing had hapj)ened. After a month that gentleman went 
and saw the Distri(;t Supply Officer and complained to him that up to that 
time he had not received that letter. Then the office copy was shown to him. 
He at once requested the District Supply Officer to give a copy of the letter 
that was issued to him, but was not received by him. Fnfortunately that 
request was not complied wdth. The consequence is that those traders who 
w'ere so long earning a good profit were still doing so. They were selling the 
oil at Rs. 10 (which they had purchased at Rs. 5-8) quietly without anybody 
taking any notice of it. If a man w’ent to their shop in the day, they said, 
“We have no oil.” On the other hand, during the night time, they sell at 
8 annas per bottle and sometimes even at Re. 1. This is what w^as going on, 
and it is causing additional burden to the tax-payer. So, I would request 
the Government that if they w’ant to do anything tangible, they should 
follow' the scheme which has been w'ell tried in other places and found 
successful in its entirety. With these few words, I resume my seat. 

Maulana MUHAMMAD ABDUL AZIZ: 
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?Twi 5^05 Mr? I ?;^ ?:r«f? ^vf] c? ?t:9n MtiMPistt 

Mr^ (TT^ ?t*M? ^ Ts?n I L? fr?? ?5f? ?r?l firf^- 

fefiT ^^«fi ftn ^?? f? c? ?t*M? " ^ p r? c? Mr? 

7f] I M^tr*^ W**t Mr?T? '^vsf? '®r?'f ^^hr l price control 

?f'?r? Ml of^ af? MMof? '«R3r? (Tptmq ?m fiPir^r^ ?i i Fsf%?- cMv 
M^5T ^f? IM?^ (M?^, sr^n ?r?t? ^ (TTMOT M? ??1 5? | ifpr 

?^’$ (TM?^ M?TMf? ?^?tr^, c«^fr4? ?t5 ?■§ 5^?tr5» M^t? ^Tr^ti i m? iiji?'- 
?c *j??t? MfifMQ C'^l? ^110 (TT? f% a c?? iJtfe? ^ j ^^rr?*’ 

M?t? M'S M? ?i I M® c^M? '??n ^ <4^, f?r??^r ??f?’?*t ^^r?? ^??n ^ijr?'! 
?tr?i‘ M?t? I ?i (7f?i ?T? Mrfas ^t%r? c? f¥ c? ?f?] c?t ?f%a5 

Mr? M I '^?Tr?? ?f%r? Ms ?fr?? ci5r? f?9?, Mf?^?, ??q? T^?n 

Mr? 1 'ii?t? MMr?? (Trr? ^®Rt?S? ?tr?? ?^ ; c^ 

?t? MTf? 7^?tr^ I ?M^? Mf ^ ?TO (7ft? 5 m? m ?r?? 

'M? MMr?? ’MrMS?! ?f? ?^M? Mixf^'s ^?, ?IF ?ot? ?^t5i 

?t?T CMr r? ^?: C?X? ?-M^ «f??l M? ^ r?*:? MMfMMr fV 

T^r? ?f?ras Mf? m i ?i m^tti cm? ?if?c’s Mf^ ?] i ?mt ?i m^ ts?? 
f? M^C? ? ?f^ M??X fMipf ?1 M? M71 ?mr? ?f??l f 

•?r?s? Mr^^ wrm, ?Mt ^ ^tM"? M? c*^M f? ? tts?*] 

m:&? ??? ^f?M? I ?m[frr* 2 : cm? Mtos >Ms?t? U ??? j^utr^ r 
Mo?"r?Ms c?t? ?*M? ?r?? ^ i ^? Mr?? 5Mr m? 4? M Sfer? 

C?? CR? Mr?? I ?T?I ^Hl6 ?1??t? ^rsn f??rt^ MMC?? CMS ^ ^jfMTt? uft? 
^ ?r? ?1 I •^f?M? C?Mr? ehooting ?f??ta^ I ?<SiM*t? 4^ MTU ?^?ta^. 
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I 5tc5T^ ^ 

<i]^ rationing CW ?7?n ^ ?? I C*frl9 

m ^ 31 4^ rationing fr? C^ C^"T C^’ ^ I ^ 

^>RTrr^‘rr3 3t^'t^ C5§i i 3i ^ ^i ^tvc^r '^Pm 

Til 4TfTT ?t;5t^Tr ^ vrrt^r^ ^i, ^ 

vftfVi:^ ^11 4^* C»^“r<T ^C<fT 4TR i!Rtm C?, (7f^ ^1% WH 

^C3'j S’tfTi: ?f'iii 4^ ^T ?rt^ ’2^*^ v^cz 'snjc^t^ 

I c^^rf>R Ti] v^?n rM^ ^tt I 3 m ^ 

4^^^ ^1 I C^rf^ C^35f '-^^3 f^f?n ^'JTl ^^ITfVc^ I 

^5T “^>f I ft >0 c^ir^ c^ ; 

oi?t^ TT] ; N vf^ (yrs vf^ c^ ^1 v^ spm 

4^s ^ 4^3rr^ 0 ^ c^ '^\^] f>t^ 1 ^ ^f%»r ^ 1 

^Brfjrrc'r^ cwz*\ 4titt (?i ^iTvm f^mrc 5 ^, 5^, ^ ^tfcn f^mti:^ 1 

4^ ^ 3tyi (ym ^ ^ \ 3t^ ^ ^ 

fro 5tTi. fff^ ftr3 5tTT, 3c^ 4 ^ ^f%?n 3rc=nrm^'^ ^ipi'^r ^ 

4 ^: 4?3f% v\i^ f%i 4^s’ 3 tTf^ B. 0 . c. 

<?PWt#r^ (TFZ^tr^ C5C^ 8HO ^1 Gx i>tn I 3rr3 ^ 

^2l ^1 ! 3f^l ^ 80 yf^t? ^ fcrf^ War Fund4 ; 

f^jift ^03 y^c^ t (TFMft 80 yw^ go yf^ {^tn c^wc^ 

^0\ ^ ^ I 4 fV 5T5R <rTt^ ? 4^ ^l^;f^3] Of^ ^ 

a«1? ^3r y^m Sf5m?:!R i ^ ^ 4^^ 

?rryr(.3 4 ^ ^ ?r?:^, ^rm ^tfk3 ^ 4^s’ wif ^ 

^ ^ 4> 

^ tti r*! 4?x ^ ytof^ ^itf^fTn -m 3tyi y?t^ ^ ^ 1 

cffzi "fffe^ ^t^?n <f;^f^^i 43 ^ v^^itr^ c^ 5f^ 7f^ 

4^ 4^“ War Budget4 C*f3 (TFff^ PW] I 3T^ ^ ^ 

^t^'3 ^ I c*tc^ 3^ yf^ yf^ ^c=^ 

TTl, ''if%*f ft1% f^3 ^ 1 a C^ftm ^ftf^ th y?! (7f 

?^3 ^1 I C^ ^3^ ^^31 '^'Z^ fOiiHolation f^, 

y?T tti I vffTjn -^ti 43 ^ ^ 4^^• ^ 

I ^fr3 f% 'SToK ? 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Mr. Chairnian, Sir, now it is admitted 
on all hands that Bengal is a deficit province. One of the Hon’ble Ministers 
replied in the othet House that even this year the crop was deficit ; even in 
the year before, although there was good crop, there was deficit. Here 
I have got a statement in my hand which also shows that even the year 
1941-42 was a deficit year and^^the requirement was calculated on the basis 
of half a wseer of rice per head per diem, or 4J maunds per head per annum. 
Now, Sir, an ordinary cultivator, as is well known to members of the House, 
has to take three full meals: when he goes to work he has to take full 
meal, and after the hard work he ha;a to take another meal, and another at 
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Bigbt, after the day’s work. You can well nliderstand that half a seer per 
hftSid per diem is extremely inadequate for his meals. If that was the 
basis in 1941-42. I do not knot^- what was the basis of calculation of Govern- 
ment in the last year. 

Sir, we want the Government to place all the facts before the House, 
the calculation on the basis of which each district was declared either 
deficit or surplus. We also want to kuow what was the expfirt during? 
the last two mouths before the embargo or tlie prohibitorN orders were 
placed on certain districts. It is well known, Sir, that by the time the 
embargo was placed large quantities of rice and jimldy had ulread\ lieen 
exported during two months after the harvest leaving a margin quite 
inadequate for the supply for the people. It is well known also how this 
rice was exported. The Government of India purcliased enormous quantities 
of rice and paddy through their agents and I believe the Government of 
Bengal also purchased through their agents, and as a result the supply has 
fallen short. 

Even in the so-called surplus districts — I can say of my district of 
Bakargauj — before the embargo was placed a large quantity of rice had 
already been exported and from our experience of the last year we have 
found that although there was a good crop in the last year, rice was scarce 
in the market in Barisal town and even in mofussal bazars. Now, Sir, it 
can be easily imagined what miserable condition the people would come 
to, if this embargo is lifted at this time and the drain of rice is allow'ed 
to lx* continued as before. M.\ considered opiniiui is this; if the Govern- 
ment wants to take the responsibility and if we fix the responsibility on 
the Government to meet the needs of deficit districts, the embargo should 
not be lifted. If this is not done, we cannot hold the Goveriimeut resjxjnsilde 
for meeting the requirements of deficit districts. In one breath to ask the 
Government to supply the deficit dhstrictc at the time of scurcit\ with rice 
and in the same breath to ask the Government to lift the embargo trom 
some of the districts is, I .submit, incumsisieiit. So, J think that the 
embargo should not be lifted now. If it i.s lifted and if it i^ left to the 
free trade it w^ould be impo.ssil)le to fix the responsibility on Government. 
Prom our experience of last year w^e have seen that us soon as these 
dealers were given free scoj)e, rice inevitably w'ent umlergruund. We have 
also seen in the countryside and in the town that the dealers have got 
'bogus transactions for sale as well as purchase and bogus accounts therefor. 
They sell and purchase in hcnaim. So it would be very dith(*ult for the 
Government to check the nefarious activities of the dealers or to find rice 
for deficit districts at a time when rice would be scared. 

Dr. NALINRKtHA DARYAL: Mr. Chaimau, may I through you 
enquire of the honourable member if he is referring to any intended policy 
of the Goveriiment tvheii he ^ys about Hftiiig of the ^embirgo, because 
far the embargo is there, and this morning’fe netyajiapet' t-eport is toisheadiag. 
It is only publishing one part of the Government policy; the other part is 
not stated.^ ^ . 

3 
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Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: What I hold is this. I ask honourable 
mernberB to consider whether this embargo, although it has been placed 

late, should be lifted now, and as Dr. Sanyal was pressing for free trade 

(Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal; No, I have never pressed for that. 1 want 
hundred per cent, control.) I definitely remember that some of the mem- 
bers seem to think and also said that free trade will be very succes.sful. 

My opinion is thi.s. If we once let loo.se free trade, this rice or paddy 
is sure to go underground and there will be beiuimi sales and beiunni pur- 
chases and we do not know where w^e shall come to. So if we want to hold 
Government responsible at all we should ask Government to continue the* 
embargo policy and not to lift it as has been suggested by some of the 
members. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: What about price control? 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: 1 for myself would like that both mini- 
mum and maximum prices should be fixed for the control of prices and 
hoarding should be penalised as it has .dready been promulgated by an 
Ordinance and it should be done effectively by more stringent measures 
than have hitherto been done. The measures that were adopted last year 
were quite inadequate to check the dishonesty (»f the dealers. 

Now, Sir, as regards the apprehended rice famine, I submit that it is 
bound to come. The present position is that the districts are surplus or 
deficit only relatively. If proper statistics are taken, it will be seen tliat 
all the di.stricts are deficit, tiovernment .should take early steps, as 
Maulana Sahib has said to prevent this calamity coming upon Bengal. 

As regards purchast*, I submit that purchase should be made through 
co-operative agencies and not through a particular set of favourites, con- 
tractors or merchants. (At this stage the member reachfltd his time-limit 
but was allowed to continue for one minute more by Mr. Chairman — 
Mr. Hendry). These co-operative societies cannot have any spirit of 
profiteering but a particular contractor may want to profiteer at the cost of 
poor people. 

As regards kerosene, Sir, I want to say one word, but as my time is up, 
I finish by confining my remarks to rice. I agree that rationing of rice 
should be introduced from now on as suggested by Maulana Sahib and 
some other honourable members. In our town of Barisal we liave started 
a co-operative agency and we have started rationing of rice. What I want 
to submit. Sir, ^ is that Government should try to establish at least one co- 
operative sale and supply society at each district headquarters if not more 
in other subdivisional headquarters, and if possible in every union of the 
Province, with a view to self-sufficiency, and these co-operative sale and 
supply societies should be the agency for purchasing rice and storing it 
and for supplying it to the people of the district at cheaper rates, when 
there would be dearth of rice and if necessary Government can make neces- 
sary arrangements with these societies for store and, if necessary, can take 
the surplus rice, if any, from them. 

(At this stage the member having reached the time-limit resumed hia 
aeat.) 
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Mr, PATIRAM ROY: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, ¥5^1% ’PPfTl 

itNi ^c«fT ^nrtt ^ C5ni i ^ - 

g-<ft7T >T2ni ^ 3rpf (Tf^ 7^ ^ ^ 

f% 'jmi ^ '51 rnr c?u5 ^ i ^ c^nr^ 

C^ otC5 ( C^Ft^T fbi^l ^'Pnj ^icf4 ^ItHf 

7^ I ^?(7T f%sr^ TTfirng r?r ^5^ (TT^t^rw 

c^ ^ ^ I wit<: n^rr^ffi:^^ 

<71 1%f ^ <7T ^ ^ I ^ ^‘f (71 Tnm 

3frT TZJt ^1 ^ '3^ 

^ ’51^ I ^Ti BR7<t:^n 

ii^Ttr^ (TT ^ftrra^T 

5<,9ffp7T ^1 I “Grow More Food Campaign” 'Bft^ rCTO> I 

“Grow More Food Campaign” tr^JR 

R I (7FR Government of?icer.£l^ ^rttoTP: 

’ttr*!, ’T’=TfV5 ^5Tffrj ^ Propaganda ^‘iR 

VZ^ — ■’srt^l f% ^5tlR “Grow More Food Campaign” I 

^zi} foodiJJ? 7Z^ ^ I <7Tt^ C*f«fPT 

^7^ 71] (y^ ?5t^f5^‘^3r^ ^pTRli *31 ^ ^ T57^ ^•5!t?r more* food 

grow C^^l <5 il3i^l ^W! ^*3 ^ I Rangoon 

R^T C'tZ^ R7T Tti ^1 C5^5 I R ?rf*5|tC*^t (TTT/t ^’CiT 

’ft^GTCS^ ^tzZM^ (TT^ '5^«’'11 Tf*5TtTO*t. Rangoon 

5t?T "^Tt^TT R R’^. ^=RT (?f*f R ^rc^ S^tfTC 

rnre^ i rfwpr siIs^ht ®r'f^ (TitRf ■ij^* ^iri^ 

'^\Z^ I R? ^tf%3rfC4 «IRT OTT Wm ^ I 

’y'*i«w rf^Pi Tlwt^ *fT^ s^fc ’TRST (TSiTT (TTPn ®T*^ nnr ^n? i 
^ ^ ^ R(7R 5TRT1 

3f5'’^ RangoonJJif FTSt^RJ WT 3Wr3 ^ I ^ 

rw^ <fpT ^ fror twi tot i5tr^ ^^rpm ^ ^ 3tY C ' ^ 

773 (?f^ 7t(7J C7 713^ 77^ 7t*^ trnrt^^ <fT7-7TfeeT 7777t7 7C7 | ^rj 

I c7 75 ^ 7*3 3fs Trpn cq^thtt?: 

T^R ^ (RS71 TTTlf I 7f:5Tt7 «fKr ^7: ^ 7t7 31 7^ T^'lTT 

filR 7f^ 7c=n 77 “Grow More Food” 3t7C<rf TPm TPT! 77, Pf^ (77d? 7tv|t7 

^ Ft5Tt7 73 ” I ^Qr^ Grow More Food^7 (HJ^l 71 ^'z^ 71^7 CTOJ C5^1 ^7^ I 

Dr. 8ANAULLAH: Mr. Chairman, Sir, I rise simply to make a few 
suggestions. The Hon'ble Chief Minister has already informed the House 
that the granary of Burma is practically closed to us. My humble 
suggestion is this : a considerable quantity of paddy could even now be 
obtained from certain parts of the Akyab district. I mean Mauugdaw' and 
Buthidaun^ township^ which are at present occupied by the allied forces. 
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There is, however, one difficulty and that is of transport. But if some 
arrangement could be made with the military authorities, I think the 
matter would be quite a simple one as the military trucks and lorries day 
and night ceaselessly go all this way carr\ung arms and ammunitions and 
in their return journey they come practically empty. In this totalitarian 
war and humanitarian work if the military authorities do not support the 
civil population by whatever means they can, I think it would be very un- 
fortunate state of aftairs for all concerned. I have already suggested (o 
the District Magistrate of C'hittagong to come to some sort of arrangement 
with the military authorities. I am told for all practical purposes during 
the last year there was cultivation of paddy and })efore the harvest could be 
reaped there was an incursion of the Miighs and tlie cultivators had to flee 
for their lives and were compelled to take shelter in the evacuee camps of 
X’hittagong. Time is a very important factor in this matter and if the rainy 
season sets in it would be practically impossible to bring in paddy from 
this side of Bunna. My second suggestion is this. There are at present 
under consideration of the Government good many minor schemes of irri- 
gation and drainage for the whole of Bengal and if by setting aside the 
official red-tapism — we all know the machinery of (iovernment is prover- 
bially slow and even in the matter of tracing a file now-a-days they have 
a good reason to offer because the\ have got offices at Ka.ishahi and other 
places and therefore they cannot do it speedily — the works of these minor 
irrigation and drainage schemes could be given eflec-t to, I think a good 
■quantity of land would be available for cultivation all over Ifengal Tn 
luy district I think there would be a eonsiderable (|uuntir\ ot such reclaim- 
able lands. There are many such schemes also pending before the various 
Dis tricl Boards of Bengal the execution of which >liouId he expedited 
There is also a third suggestion that is my humble appeal for <liversioii of 
moneys earmarked for tube-wells to excavation and re-excavation of reserved 
tanks on tlie banks of which food also could be easily grown. This is of 
-course all about producing food. On the other hand, whatever quantity 
is available I think there should be an equitable distributiou and this distri- 
bution should be on the basis of each iiiiiou which maintains a detailed 
register of each family living therein. Thus each union should be made 
self-sufficient in respect of its food-siqqdy ; ntherw'ise there would be double 
expenditure in transportation. Uiice \(ui bring foodstuffs from ( bittagong 
to Calcutta and then if there is a shortage there you send theui back to 
Chittagong. Tn that w’ay there would be transport difficulties also. There- 
fore I suggest that each union should be made self-sufficient in respect of 
food grains and if the Government of India for military purposes require 
any food grain, they should take the people into their confidence and I 
hope the people will co-operate* w'ith them. If, however, in a surreptitious 
way they also purchase paddy and rice for export, they would at once lose 
the sympathy of the people of Uie land. Food problem is the problem of all 
problems and each and every individual is concerned with it. If food riots 
lind indiscriminate lootings start, in the long run it will impede and hamper 
the war effort, ttoarding is not permissible according to the Islamic 
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the District Magistrate about it and supplied him with a fatwa (legal 
opinion). Boarding ia not permissible according to the Islamic Shariat 
especialh* when it causes hardship to the people in general and it also 
applies to cattle fodder. No true Muslim can hoard just for the sake of 
artificially raising the price. So, public opinion will whole-heartedly co- 
operate with the Government measures for bringing to book black markets 
and penalising the hoarders. Here the difficulty is this that sometimes the 
remedy becomes worse than the disease itself. I. therefore, earnestly appeal 
to the Government to see in respect of the officers who would he ap])()inted 
for this purpose that honesty should he their first criterion, honesty firsts 
honesty second and honesty always. That should he the motto. Efficiency 
should come next. Sometimes they give too much importance to the ques- 
tion of efficiency and to those who come and artificially exhibit that they 
are too intelligent and to those who are shrewd and cunning. But we know 
the contrary as a matter of fact from police and other administrations. So, 
in this life-aiid-death question we appeal to the Government to look to the 
absolute integrity and honesty of officers who may he employed. In the 
A. R. P. organisation, the Civic Guard organisation and other organisations 
that have grown up during the war we find that indiscriminately people 
have been taken in and when we talk to them /r? cogiuio we find out what 
they are actually doing. That type of ine?i should not he recruited in this 
department because the very purpose would he frustrated. They will give 
more to the favoured few and the dumb millions will suffer because they are 
not vocal and because they cannot give exi)re.ssion to tlieir grievances. We 
have seen that in the case of kerosene which was supj)lie(l generously mily 
to the privileged classes. These people were given one or two tins and often 
more and the poor labourers and cultivates had tf) wait for a whole day 
and ultimately had to go hack disappointed. In many places there had 
been riotings and breaking of heads and in spite of all that they could not 
get kerosene. 

J have another suggestion to make and that is this. The IJon’hle 
Minister in charge of Civil Suj)f)lies Department has replied in answer to 
my question that people are told to use more freely garjan oil. So I 
earnestly appeal to the Hon’hle Minister in charge of the Forest Depart- 
ment to make that garjaii oil tax and duty free. People generally do not 
mind paying the small amemnt of duty but the fact is that P’urest Department 
employees demand double ami .sometimes treble the amount of the actual 
tax as gratification and bribe. In the present positioji of tlie province due 
to want of kerosene oil I think it would be doing the public a great good if 
the Hon’ble Minister would forthwith make the g/irjam oil duty free and 
allow free distribution of that oil to poor people. • 

Adjournmeiit 

The House was adjourned at G-45 p.m. till 3-45 p.m. on Friday, the 
26th February, 1943, at the Assembly House, Calcutta* 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled under 

the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

THTi Assemhly met in the zissemhly House, Calcutta, on Friday, the 26th 
February, 1943, at 3-45 p.m. 


Present: 

Mj’. Deputy Speaker (Mr. Syed Jalaluddin Hashemy) in the Chair, 6 
Hon ’hie Ministers and 179 members. 

Hours of closing. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Mr. Deputy Speaker, before the busi- 
ness is proceeded with may we enquire uj) to what time you would sit today, 
because we were surprised yesterday. We were tricked by the j^entleman 
in the Chair by a sudden closure wben there were many persons speak- 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: What i^ your question P 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I say tliat the person sitting in the 
Chair has ^^ot power to adjourn the House at any moment. AVe would 
like to know in advance up tf) what time we are ;?oin^ to sit today, because 
yesterday we were surprised. The gentleman then in the Chair suddenly 
closed and adjourned the House when there were many persons ready here 
tf) speak. Ordinarily we go up b) 7 — even later than that, but yesterday 
it was closed at 6-40 l)efore the second prayer adjournment. That is why 
we want to know before we proceed with the business up to what time we 
are sitting. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: Dr Sanyal, the expression you have used 
is not parliamentary. You ought not to have said, “The gentleman who 
was then in tlie Chair” — you have said, and 1 think T heard you correctly, 
“tricked you.” 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: I have said, “The gentleman who waa 
then in the Chair.” Of course I said, “He tricked us.” 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: That is not fair. I do not know wdiat was 
the reason for the Chair to adjourn the House early, but my report is that 
the House was very thin. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: But there was quorum. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I cannot explain his conduct for what he 
did. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: That is why we are not raising his 
conduct at all. That would be on an appropriate motijui. So far as today 
is concerned we want to know iiv advance hoAv long we are to sit. 

Mr, A. F. STAR^K: On a point of order. Was there not an agreement 
betw'een the party leaders that we should adjourn at 6-45? Normally the 
hour of the adjournment would he 6-45. 
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Dri NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: My leader has just now said that he 
Icnows nothing about it. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER. My office also says that it was decided in 
consultation with the party leaders. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: What about today? We want to know 
how long we would sit today. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: I iOt me see the course of business. Let 
IIS finish the questions first. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: So you keep that indefinite. 

Mft DEPUTY 8PEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: We want to know what is the usual 
hour we are sitting. We may have accordingly to arrange our programme. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: We generally sit by arrangement from 
3-4o up to 6-4o. We mav continue up to 7. That was the partial arrange- 
ment with the Party Whips. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral aniwera were given) 

Political security prisoners. 

•66. Mr. KIRAN SANKAR ROY; Will the Hmrhle Mini'<ter in charge 
of the Home Departnieiit be ])Ieased to lay on the Table a statement 
showing — 

(a) the total num))er of ])oliti(*al security prisoners in Bengal as on the 

31st December, 1942; 

(b) the number ot i)risoners convicted in connexion with the niovernent 

which began after the arrest of the (-ongress leaders; and 

(c) the number of undertrial prisoners in c‘unnection with the same? 

MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’bli 
Mr. A. K. Faziul Huq); (m 1,540. 

(h) About 1,058. 

(c) About 851. 

Alleged ill-treatment of a security Rnaoiier at pelioe look-up. 

♦67. ^8j. A8HUT08H MALLICK: (n) Will the HoiPble Minister in 
-charge of the Home Department be pleased bo state — 

(i) whether Dwijendra Nath Das, at present a political security prisoner 
in the Pre.sidency Jail. Calcutta, was arrested on the 9th of 
I^ember, 1942, near the Victoria Institution, Calcutta; 
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(7/j wlx<;tliei; he is a student gf B.A. cla,8« ia Ripoii College, Calcutta, 
and son of Dr. J. N. Das, a medical practitioner in Taltola, 
Calcutta ; 

( 777 f whether he was liandi'uffed and made to walk from Jorahagan police- 
station to Siikia Street police-station on the lOtli and 15th of 
December, 1942; 

(7v) whether he was kept in the fvdice lock-up in Sukia Street police- 
station, Jorahagan jiolice-station and Lalbazar i)olice-station trom 
the 10th to the Mtli of December; 

tr) whether j>erinission was not given io have his food, clothes, and 
bedding from his home; 

(vi) whether the meals were served in “shal^)ata” ; 

{v77) whether he was not given glass for drinking water and he had to 
use his j)alm tor the purjio.-^e ; and 

{vi7i.) whether he was given only one old torn dirty ])lanket for bed and 
nothing else for the ]nirpose? 

(5) If the answer to ia) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'hle Minister 
he jdeased to state whether this is the usual treatment meted out to all 
j»ersons in jiolice hajaf? 

(r) If so, is the Hoirhle Minister eonsicVring the desirability ot holding 
An eiKpiiry into the matter? 

The Hon’Me Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ; (a) (/), (//> and (m ' Yes. 

(/?/) No. 

(c) A chaJige of clothes was allowed. No other request was made. 

i'n) \es, at Central lock-up. hut in thaJajt at thana lock-ujj'i. This is the 
usual ju'actice. 

(c/C He was given a tumbler. 

(r//0 He was suj)plied with one blanket as sanctioned by (Government. 

{h) He received usual treatment. 

ic) No. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: AVith reference to answer (a){viii), 
wkere it is stated “he was supplied with one blanket as sanctioned by 
Government,” the question is whether he w’as given only one old tom 
dirty blanket? Do I understand the Government to admit that he wm 
given one old torn dirty blanket ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: No, Sir. The answer implies 
that it was a blanket us Hancti<)ned by Government, and not a torn dirty 
blanket. 

Mr. P. BANERill: With i;eference to answer “No,” will the 

Hon’hle Minister be pleased to state what is the source of his information? 

T||^ HiMl'Wt A* K« FAZLUL HU^S A report was asked for and 

the answer was that he was not handcuffed. 
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Mr. QHA^U OMAMP-BA BOY: Will the Hon’ble Jiinistar please tell 
the House — as we uq^erstand from the trend of answers — whether this- 
security prisoner was not at all first arrested under setdion 129 of the 
Defence of India Rules and when the police did not have any other clue 
against him he was detained as a security prisoner? 


As regards that suggestion I 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 

cannot vsay anything. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: Will the Hon’hle Minister he jileased to state, withj 
reference to answer (n)(ni) “Xo,” if he is sa'istied with th*^ answer? 


The Hon’ble Mr, A. K. FA^LMI*. HUQ: If my friend thinks that he 
has got materials to .shou that the informat i<»n supplied to me is not correct, 
he will very kindly see me and giv^ tjiem to uiq in writing and I will hold 
an enquiry. 

Mr. P. BANERill: In that case may we take it that the Hon’ble 
Minister is prepared tf> make an emjuiry instead of giving the reply “No”P 

The Kon’ble Mr. A, K. FAZLUt HUQ: No, Sir. In view of the que*- 

tions that are being j>ut and the statement being challenged, I am prepared 
to hold an enquiry if m\ triend thinks it necessary, but he must give me 
some material. 


Mr^ QHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister please tell 
the House if it is not iiniNual tor a security prisoner to be detained in the 
thana lock-up for five days? 

Mr. QEPUTY SPEAKER: That is a matter of opinion, 

M^ CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Sir, my question is that security 
prisoners are generally’ arrested and sent to jail immediately after their 
arrest and they are classified there, but iii this case we find that this aeciifity 
prisoner was detained in the thana lock-up for five day.s and this is quite 
unusual. My ({uestion is, is it not unusual? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Ordinarily, perhaps it does not 
occur. From that point of view it is not usual. 

Babu MADHU8UDHAN 8ARKAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether these arrests were made in consultation with the 
Home Minister of this province? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Arrests are never made in 
consultation with the Minister. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon'lde Minister please make 
an enquiry w*hy this security prisoner was* detained in the thana lock-up 
* 80 long ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ! I have already said that on 
those points in which my friends think that the infomiatton supplied to 
me is not. correct I shall be prepared to hold an enquiry provided aomer 
materials are^ given to me. . 
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Babu HACENDRA NATH BEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
-to state under what provision of law was this gentleman — Dwijenira Nath 
Das — arrested at the first instance? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I cannot answer that question. 
I take it as notice and will answer later on. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: From the trend of the answers we get 
this fact that this young man was detained from the 10th to the 14th. 
Will the Hon'ble Minister please make an enquiry why he was detained for 
•so long? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Yes, I will make an enquiry. 
Starred Question No. 68. 

(When Starred Question No. 68 was called out.) 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: So far as these answers are 
•concerned, I find, Sir, on a reference to the whole file that the matter 
requires looking into and T would refjuest you, Sir, to hold this over. If 
on the answers that have been given, any supplementary (juestions are 
suggested, I will also answer them. Sir, I would ask that this may be 
lield over and T will give replies on consideration of the whole case. 

Mr. dOCEBH CHANDRA GUPTA: May I only ask for further infor- 
mation as to due to whose unfortunate mistake the answer was printed like 
•that ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: T will answer that later. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon ble Minister 
’he pleased to state 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. Ohaudhuri, the liuestion at the Hon’ble 
Minister’s re([uest has been held over. 

Dearness allowvanoe to Government servants. 

•69. Mr. PRATUL CHANDRA GANGULI: Will the Hon ble Minister 
in charge of the Finance Department be pleased to state whether any steps 
have been taken to giant dearness allowance in proportion to the rise in the 
index of food and other essentials of life to the following: — 

(1) Emjiloyees of the Government; 

(2) Police; 

(8) Jail Wardens; 

(4) Peons and orderlies in Government service; and 

(6) Labourers working in the Factories under the direct control of the 
Government ? r 

MINISTER in charge of the FINANCE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. A. K. Faziul Huq): Dearness allowance has been granted to all the 
-classes of Government servants mentioned in items (L to (5) whose pay 
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does not exceed certain limits. Details of these limits and of the rate of 
the allowance are to he found in paragraph o of the Foreword to the “Red 
Book” for 1943-44. The rate of the allowance is not proportionate to the 
rise in the cost of living index. What our dearness allowance scheme aims 
at is not to offset the rise in the (‘ost of living but to ensure that the wages 
of no (loverninent servant are demonstrably below subsistence level and 
that w'ithin Government’s resoun'es relief is granted where it i.s most 
needed. 

Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA GUPTAs Having regard lo the fact that 
many re.spectahle j)ersons are now under detention including members of 
this Legislatuie, will tile Hoii’ble Minister be pleased bi consider the 
desirability ot making these jail warders, |)<dice and other people I'onnected 
with those securitv prisoners content, so that they may not be subjected 
to further indignities out of bad temper or want of proj)er elothingy' 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Is it a (piestion or a matter of opinion? 

Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Desirability” is a (question I 
submit, Sir. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Yes. I will considei the 
desirability. 

Babu NAGENDRA NATH SEN. Will the llon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether members ci the Legislature are included in the term 
“employees ot (j(»vernment '* ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: No. 

Communal Harmony Fund. 

•70. Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Finance Department be plea.sed to state if any amount has 
been spent out of the money sanctiomMl for ‘‘Communal Harmony’’ in the 
budget for 194!^-43? 

{b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state — 

(/) the amount; 

ill) through what machinery the money has lieen spent; 

the name or names of the individual or individuals through whom 
the money was spent ; and 

{iv) the amounts that have been sj>ent in different districts? 

The Hofi’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) No 

(6) Does not arise. 

Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: With reference to answer b/), viz., ‘"No,” 
and the statement in the Red Book t»f the Budget of 1943-44, where it is 
stated “non-utilisation of all but Rs, 15.000 out of a provision of Rs. 1 
lakh for the promotion of communal harmony,” will the*Hon’hle Minister 
be pleased to^state which version is correct? 



4? 


QUESTIONS. 


f26TH Frb., 


Qr. H4LIIIAK8HA SAHYAL: Both are correct. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The answer is. nothiupp has 
been spent. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether there is any true conmiuna! banifuny in Bengal? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: That is no question. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: AVill the llon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state why money was not spent at all? 

The Hon’hle Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Because no sclienie was 
prepared. 

Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: AVill the Hon’ble Alluister be pleased to 
state whether Government intends to spend any money out of that allot* 
ment during tlie eurrent year? 

The Hon'ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I have alerady made it clear 
tliat when the provision was made it was expected that steps will be taken 
to prepare a sclieme in furtherance of which money would be spent. But 
unfortuiiatel V no scheme could be jirepared and tlierefore no expenditure 
w'as made. AVi* have now got a very modest scheme wdiicb, w’e hope, we 
w'ill be able to finance and .spend .some money }>efore the clo.se of the financial 
year. That is the jiositioii now. T’^p till now that scheme has not been put 
into operation. 

Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: AA^ill the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to 
stjite what that scheme is? 

The Hoa’ble Mr, A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: That scheme is not complete 
now, but I jiropose to publish it as .soon as it is completed. It is in draft 
now’. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: AVill the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state how much will be spent on this new scheme, which will be 
introduced very .sbortlv? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ; It is very difficult for me to 
say that at this stage. 

Mr. 8YED ABDUL MA«IID: AA’^ill the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state why this Its. l'),0()0 has been reserved for expenditure on communal 
harmony out of Rs. 1 lakh? 

The Hon’ble Mt’. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: That is what I have been 
trying to explain. Rs. 1 lakh we could not spend for want of schemes, and 
we have now a modest scheme and in rough calculation we will he able to 
spend not more tlpiu Rs. lo,OQO. AA’^e have put it in a lump. 

MiMlei MiUHAililAJI ISRAIL: AVill the Hon’ble Miniater be pleased 
to state whether t*he scheme that has been prepared will be laid before tb^ 
House for the approval of the raemb^s of this House? 
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Tlw l4oil*ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HU^: I do not know if I will be able 
to consult the House on the scheme, hut certainly it will be published and 
a wider world than the House will know’ the scheme. 

C rift vimoiBs of MftCiiftal Lioentiates. 

•71, dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK; (a) Will the llon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Public Health and I^)cal SelMioverumeiit Department be 
pleased to state whether he received a deputation on behalf of tlie All-India 
Medical Licentiates’ Association some time in July, PJ42, when this xtssoeda. 
tion placed before him a memorandum of various grievances of the .Medi(*al 
Licentiates in service of the Government and outside? 

{h) If so, w’ill the Hon’ble Minister be pleased t(» state what steps, if any, 
have been taken to meet the points mentioned in the memorandum ? 

minister in charge of the PUBLIC HEALTH and LOCAL 8ELF- 
DDViERWMENT DEPARTMENT (the Hon^ble Mr. Santosh Kumar Basu): 

(a) Yes. A deputation fr<uu the All-India Medical Licentiates’ Associa- 
tion was received by me on the -list January, 1942. 

{b) The various points raised by the deputation are under consideration 
-of Government. 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleascMi 

t(j state why this consideration is being delayed? 

The Hon’ble Mr. SANttTEH KUMAR BASU: The subjects which 
were discus.sed by the deputation were so varied in character and were of 
ijucli far-reaching imjHJitance involving so many different interests tliat it 
does recjuire some amount of time to arrive at a decision. 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: AVill the Hon’ble Mini.ster be pleascnl 
to state the time by which the whole thing may he completed? 

The Hon’ble Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: So far as 1 am concern- 
ed, I shall try to expedite the matter as much as possible, but it involves 
a reference to the various departments of Government and also t-o the 
Government ot India. 

Mu NACENDNA NATH SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether the points urged by the deputation have been taken into 
consideration or they are aw’aiting consideration at a future date? 

The Hon’bift Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: The answer has already 
been given that they are under (ionsideration. These points are being 
examined and have been examined in broad-sbeets ancl appropriate action 
taken. 

Miluivi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether all the points rai.sed by the deputation are under considera- 
tion or decision has been taken on any of tlie points? 

The Hon’ble Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: Action has been taken 

the proposal made tThe conference, enquiries are being made and other 
departments concerned are being questioned about it. 
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Mauivi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Will the Ilon’ble Minister be plea8e( 
U) state tlie points for which a reference to the Government of India 
needed ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: The question whici 
requires a reference to the Goveniiiient of India is with regard to th( 
abolition of the licentiate schools anrl conversion of these schools intc 
colleges, the Government of India in the Department of Education, Healtt 
and Lands having laid down a certain j)olicv which requires to be consider- 
ed by this Government in consultation with the Government of India. 

Payment of oompensatien to the people affected by Garia Evacuation 8cheme 

*73. Rai 8a»lib ANUKUL CHANDRA DA8: (a) Will the Eon bl< 

Minister in charge of the Ilevenue Impart ment be pleased to state — 

ii) the nurnWr of villages recently acquired under Garia Evacuatior 
Scheme in Sonarpur and Bhangore thanas, 24-Pargana8 ; and 
(??■) the amount of compensation paid to all the evacuees P 
(h) Is it a fact that there is a large number of fisheries within the area : 
(r) If the answer to (h) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Ministei 
be pleased to state whether any compensation has l>een paid to the fishery 
owners? 

{d) If not, when they are likely to be paid? 

MINI8TER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. Pramatha Nath Banerjee): (/)— 

7 villages in P.S. Tollygunge. 

22 villages in P.S. Sonarpur. 

G villages in P.S. Bhangore. 


3f) villages. 


Hi) Its. 10, 61, 185 have already l)een paid to the evacuees for removal cost, 
replacement costs of hutcha huts and payments of rents for pucca buildings. 

(5) Yes. 

(r) Not yet. The question is under consideration. 

{(J) Basic standard rate to be adopted for the valuation of fisheries is 
being worked out. . Payment is expected to be made as early as jx)8sible. 

Babu K8HETRA NATH 84NGHA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that the pucca ancestral building of 
Babu Hem Ohandra Naskar was taken possession of by Government and 
whetlier any c<unpensation was paid? 

The Hon’ble itir. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: I am not aware 
of that fact. 
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Babu K8HETRA NATH 8INGHA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whetlier any compensation was jfiven tor the superior rights- 
of the fishery? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: The honourable 
member is referred to the answer given to that question. Tlie question is 
under consideration. 

Babu K8HETRA NATH 8INGHA: Will the Hon hie Minister be 
pleased to state whether any rent or something of the kind has been ever 
given to Babu Hem Chandra Naskar for the occupation of his pucca 
})uliding ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: I am not aware 
of that. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Will the H<»rhle Minister be pleased 
to state with reference to answei what was the basic primuple on 

which the>t' compensations have been paid as removal cost, replacement 
cost of kntclia huts and payment of rents for pucca buildings? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: The basic rates 

have already been gazetted and they jinolvi* a number of points. If my 
lionourahle liiend desires to ha^e a cojiv of the (lazette notification I shall 
he glad to ^uppl\ him with it. hut it is a very long document. 

Mauivi MAFIZUDDIN AHMED: Will the Hoirhle Minister be 
jdeased to state what is tlie rate of compensation paid foi kutclm huts and 
w’liat is the rate lor pucca buildings? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE; I have already 
told m> honourable Iriend, Mauivi Muhammad Israil, before the present 
interrogator put his question that the (pie.stion of compfuisation lias been 
worked out from the adoption of certain principles and those principles have 
been gazetted and notified in the I’ress If my horiouruhle friend desires 
a ropy of the (lazette notification, I shall he glad to .supply him witli a 
copy. 

Mauivi MAFIZUDDIN AHMED: I want to know the rate, Sir. Is it 
possible for the Hr>u’hle Minister to give it? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: There are so 

nmny diftVrent classes ami .so many points to he taken into consideration. 
But I am prepare<l to g-ive mv liomuirahle friend a copy of the Gazette 
notification. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Will the Hrm'hle Minister he pleased 
to state, with reference to aii.swer tlie mini her of people who have 

*heen evacuated by tlii.s evacuation .scheme? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: The number ia 
not with me nr»w. But I would request my honourable friend not to press- 
the question. My honourable friend knows the purposes for which 

evacuation is effected. 

« • 
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UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 
(answers to which w<»re laid on the table) 

fieoruitment in the Office of the Registrar of Co-operative Societies, Sengal. 

26. Mr. KAZI ABUL MA8UD: {a) AVill the Hon’ble Minister in 
t'harpre of the Co-operative Credit and Rural Indebtedness Department be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that 4 vacancies occurred recently in the 
Upper (jrade in the office of Hegi.strar, Co-operative Societies, Bengal? 

(h) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state how these posts 
have been filled up? 

(r) Is it a fact ihal in filling up the posts the question of communal rati;) 
was not considered ? 

{(I) Is it also a fact tliat in filling up the vacancies claims of Muslim 
candidates were superseded? 

MINISTER in charge of the CO-OPERATIVE CREDIT and RURAL 
INDEBTEDNESS DEPARTMENT (the Honn>re Khan Bahadur Mauivi 
Hashom AN Khan): (a) No. 

(h) to (d) Do not arise. 

Mr. MIRIA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will the lloii’ble Minister be pleased 
to state when the last vacancy was tilled up? 

The Hon'ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi HASHEM ALI KHAN: In the 

upper grade? 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Yes 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi HASHEM ALI KHAN: One 

vacancy in the upper division or upper grade and two new appointments 
were filled up in November, llidl, that is, before the formation of the 
present Oovernment. 

Mr. KAZI ABUL MASUD: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether A.ssistant Registrars of Co-operative Societies were asked to 
nominate their Head A'^sistants with experience and education to fill up 
these posts? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi HASHEM ALI KHAN: I do not 

know that, but one thing I know. These three vacancies were filled up 
by promotion from officers in the lower grade. 

Held-over questions. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANTAL: With reference to questions relating 
to departments under the Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur of Dacca, they may be 
held over. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Ter. 
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Mr. 8YE0 ABDUL MAJID S May we know what is the niimber of 
questions helil over and when can we expect them to be taken upP I 
suprgest that these questions and answers may be printed together and 
circulated to members for their convenience. 

Mft DEPUTY SPEAKERS Possibly 15 or 1(> qiiestioiKs are being held 
ovei-. I give this assurance that they will be printed and circulated. I 
shall not allow this position to (‘ontinue for long. Either on Monday or on 
Tuexlav these will be taken up. 

Mr. M. A. H. I8PAHANI: In view of the paper scarcity, may 1 retpiest 
you to ask the Iloirble Minister to avoid absence of this nature in future.*^ 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: May I also suggest that in the 
meantime questions to he answered by the Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur be not 
printed ? 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Or may be answered by somebody else 
who is more competent. 


Point of Order. 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: On a point of order, Sir. In answer to 
a ((IK'nIIou, the lloirblt* ('hief Minister was heard to say that the scheme 
would he i)laced before the j)\iblic which is better informed or wiser than 
thi.s IIou.se. 1 rec[uest that that statement of the Hon’ble (’hief Minister 
may be expiinged from the proceedings as it is an insult to this House. T 
ask >()u, Sir, as the guardian of the authority and prestige of the House, to 
do so. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I shall look into that particular sentence 
^nd s(‘e what can be done. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, may I explain? 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Tf the questions are moved, 1 shall have 
to ask for leave to move ray adjournment motion. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: The questions are not yet over. We are 
now on the ])oiiit of order raised by Mr. H. S. Snhrawardy. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I did not mean any insult to 
this House, when I said that the world outside is wider than the one inside 
the House. If my friend takes exception to that, T have no objection to that 

remark being expunged. What I meant was that it would be made public. 

• 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: In this ^connection, Sir, may I submit 
.that the whole matter be referred to the Privilege GornmiHee, n^ t merely 
the statements made by the Hon’ble Chief Minister and Mr. Snhrawardy 
but also tho.se made by my other friends in Hie course of the budget discus- 
sion.s and that those .statements which would appear to be indecorous or 
beneath the dignity of this House might, with the approval of the Privilege 
Committee, be expung^P 
4 
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DEPUTY SPEAKER: I shall look into the proceedings. I have 
already ordered that the whole proceedings should be placed before me. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, I suggest let the whole matter be 
referred to the Privilege Committee which may examine such of those words 
as would be (;onsiderecl indecorous. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I have already said that I shall look into 
the proceedings and see what can be done. 

Adjournment Motion. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Sir, may I have the leave of the Hoiuse? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Y our motion is identical with the motion 
of Mr. Suhrawardy. So, you need not move it, but you will have a chance 
of Hj)eaking on it. 

Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: Sir, the motion is this, that the business 
of this Asseiiihly he now adjourned for the purpose of discussing a definite 
matter ol urgent public importance, namely, the serious situation arising 
out of the niisaf>pli(;ation of Ordinance IT of 1942 by appointing Special 
Magistrates in (‘ases not contemplated by the Ordinance. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Is there any objection from the point of 
view’ of Oovernment? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, this adjournment motion 
was referred to yesterda\, and it w’as for the first time that I got a copy 
t)f it today; I did not get it before, and even then I have not had time to go 
into the statement of facts. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Sir this reflects on the positi<»n of 
the office which sent the motion to the llon’ble the Chii‘f Minister. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 mean no reflection on any- 
body, Sir. In view’ of the fact that this is not of much imjiortance I am only 
introducing a statement that I am going to make. So far as the adjourn- 
ment motion is concerned, as regards the stage which arises when we have 
to ascertain if the mover has got the leave of the House 

Mr. K. 8HAHABUDDIN: Is the Hon’ble Minister making a statement, 
Sir? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I am making a statement. 

Mr. K. SHAHABUDDIN: On a point of order, Sir. Is the Hon’ble 
Minister entitled to make a statement at this stage or is entitled only to say 
whether he has any objection to the adjournment motion? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. Fazlul Huq, have you got any objection? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I cannot understand why wben 
a statement is being made, it should not be allowed to be made in full. 
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Mr. K. 8HAHABUDOIN: Sir, it is Dot the time to make a statement, 
and I submit that at this stage the Hon’ble Minister is out of order to make 
the statement. He has got to say whether he is prepared to give his consent 
to the motion being moved. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: At this stage I want to ascertain the 
opinion of the House whether it gives leave to move this adjournment 
motion. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: On a point of order, Sir. This 
motion which does not relate to any matter of recent occurrence cannot be 
taken up as an adjournment motion. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: 1 have ah •eady given my consent and have 
^le^ided that it is in order. 

The HOfi’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, it h as got to be seen 
whether the mover has got the leave of the House, and if that is so, T do not 
object. 

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: I take it that there is no objection Imt with 
regard to the date I think it will be better to fix drd March 

Dr, NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, we have luul enough of i>osti>one* 
ments and we do not want any further; we w'ant to take it up today. 

Mr. SYED BADRUDDUJA: On a point of order. Sir. Y(mi have got 
to put this question fonnally before the House to ascertain wliether the 
House agrees to it or not. 

(Cries of “No, no” from the Opposition benches.) 

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: I fix for this adjournment motion 10 a.m. 
on tlie drd March 

Dr, NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Adjournment motions shall have to be 
taken up on the same day, Sir, under the rules, 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, f have waived already the 
urgency of the case and therefore there can be no objection to taking it up 
later on. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, we insist that this adjournment 
motion must he taken up today, and we will not he a parl\ to tins kind of 
v^ant on disregard of and encroachment on onr rights. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, 1 am absointely within my 
rights if I decide when the adjournment motion should he taken uj), and 
I can decide that it should be taken up at ik later stage. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: You can do that only by agreement 
with the mover of the adjournment niotio 4 , otherwise not. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: So far a.s this adjournment 
motion is concerned, we do not object to it, but I submit* to the House that 
the circumstances are such that it cannot be discussed today and that some 
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time must be given to me to ascertain the truth or otherwise of the allega- 
tions that have been made. I got the statement of facts by post this morning. 
It contains certain allegations about which Government knows nothing. 

1 will have enquiries made and after enquiries I will make a statement to 
the House and if I find that the Ordinance has been misapplied, I will have 
a conference with the leaders of the House in order to decide the future 
course of conduct and as to how this misapplication of the Ordinance can be 
prevented. We will not only hold .enquiries but also take the necessary 
steps to prevent its misapplication. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8AHYAL: How will you compensate for those 
unfortunate fellows who have already been convicted? 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: That question does not arise at this stage. 

Mr. K. 8HAHABUDDIN: Sir, I was keeping silent so long as far as 
the adjournment motion w^as concerned. But now because you have allowed 
the Chief Minister to make a statement and he is asking for a postponement 
of the debate, it is only fair that you should allow’ me to make the position 
clear, because you know, Sir, that as the Chief Whi]> of the Opposition I had 
SOUK* hand in arranging the date and time of the discussion of the adjourn- 
uienl niotio?i. 1 kej)t (juiet so long. Sir, because certain meml>€rs of the 
Goveinment paity ajq)roa(died me and you know I did not raise any 
object ion . 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: It is only fair if 1 now fix the date and the 
time. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL; Sir, the time has been fixed entirely 
against our approval and consent; it has been done under the Speaker’s 
right even though the rules do not entitle the S]ieaker to do so. It is being 
done against ihe convention of the House that an adjournment motion must 
be taken on the same day unless it is agreed to by the members and that it 
should not be taken uj) on a subse(|uent date. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: 1 can tell you there are precedents when 
adjournment motions were not taken on the same day. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Yes, Sir, but that w’as done by agree- 
ment with the persons moving the adjournments and not to help the 
Government. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, I will not be in a position 
to make any statement with regard to the enquiries if the motion is taken 
up today. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Y oil w’ill never be ready to make a 
statement. The adjournment motion was given notice of ten days ago but 
you are still unprepared. 

Mr. K. 8HAHABUDDIN: Sir, the Chief Minister’s statement forces 
me to expose the whole truth as to how he is trying to evade this question. 
As you are .ftware, the date for the adjournment motion was agreed to in 
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conBultation with the Deputy Secretary of the Government who came on 
behalf of the Government. Vnfortunately tlie Chief Whip of Government 
was not present on that day. I was sent for in your room where you as well 
as the Deputy Secretary of the Home Department were present, and the 
date was fixed and a definite assurance was pven to us that this adjournment 
motion would be taken up on the 2()th February. Now, if the Chief Minister 
says that he has received a notice only tialay, I am const raim‘d to sav that 
he is not tellin^^ the truth. You know. Sir. that noti(‘e was some 

ten (lays afifo, the urgency was waived and we were allowed to movt* it at a 
later date, and the L^tith of February was fixed for the jnnjxjse. We wera 
definitely given an assurance that this debate ^\oul(l be taken up t(*(la\, 

Mfi DEPUTY SPEAKER: As soon as the noti(‘e of an adjoiiiiimenl 
motion is given, the usual practice is that if the Speaker thinks that it is in 
order, he at once gives his cons(‘nt and it is sent to the department concern- 
ed. In this case also it was sent to the department concerned; so there is 
no use discussing that j)oint now. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: May I rise on a point of order. Sirh 1 
invite your attefition to rule lOO of the Assembl\ Procedure Hules where it 
is stated that when objection is taken, the Speak(‘r shall re(juest tJjose 
members who siijiport the motion to rise in their places, and, it not less 
than 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURIl Don't omit any portioj], i»*a(l 
the whole of it. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Mr. J{:ii (’ljuii<llaii i. plea.se ,ret 

iiiipatifiit. We know somotljiiiK iiJx'Ut (lie nile.s, ami don't try io (each 
your grandmother. 

As I was saying. Sir, if objection is taken the Speaker shall nnjuest those 
meinliers who support the motion to rise in tlieir places and, if not less than 
50 members rise accordingly, he shall similarly intimate the hour. Sir. the 
Speaker has been given the power under ihe rules to fix the hour and not 
the date. Y"ou cannot change the date. As a matter of fact, the whole 
purpose of the adjournment motion is to have an opportunity straightaway 
to stop the busine.ss of the Hou.se and to j»roceed with the discussion of the 
adjournment motion. There can be no meaning of an adjournniejit motion 
jf this kind of postponement is allowed. 

DEPUTY 8PEAKER: Dr. Sauyal, I have already given you the 
reply and it does not call for any further reply. 1 know the Speaker has to 
intimate the hour and not the date. But it^is the practice of this House that 
dijfferent dates are selected by the Speaker. 

Dr, NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: If that ha.s been the practice, we 
strongly protest against that being quoted as a precedent because on previoue 
occasions we had done it only by agreement of the person moving it. 

Mr. ATilL CHANDRA 8EN: ^Ve know you will always protest. 
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Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Yes, we will protest. We are not 
‘'yes-men” of the Government now. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I have already fixed the date 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: We want to proceed with the adjourn- 
ment motion. If the Chair is in difficulty, let him take the chance. I have 
an important adjournment motion relatin^^ to 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I have already said that I wull take up this 
adjournment motion later on. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: The House has got many important 
Non-Official Bills. We shall not allow this kind of encroachment on the 
rights and privileges of the Hou.se. We know in the past we had this kind 
of encroachment on the rights and privileges of the members of the House 
and we sliall never tolerate it any more. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: With regard to Non-Official Members’ 
Business, I am in a position to state now that if the House agrees, 1 will, 
on my own responsibility, give one more day for it, if you do not want to 
proce(‘d. My intention is that we will not take uj) Non-Official Members’ 
Bills today. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I do not understand at all why there 
should be any intention at all from the ('hair. We have this day jillotted 
for Non-Official Members’ Bills. In case the adjournment motion, as is 
your ruling, cannot be taken up today, we will proceed with the Non- 
Official Members’ Bills, Sir, a very large number of Bills have acc umulated 
and on the ])revious occasion we prayed that there need not be any “massacre 
of innocents” because a large sheaf of Bills from the Government party have 
heerc lying ready for introduction for a pretty long time and this is the only 
day a vailuble with great difficulty. There has been encroachment on non- 
official days in the ])ast. We will not allow it. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I entiiel y agree with Dr. Sanyal. In that 
case, if the' Bouse insists that thev will proceed with Non-Official Members’ 
Bills, 1 have to adjourn the House for lo minutes, and I will ask someone 
else to jireside. I am not feeling very well to continue today's business. 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, before you do that, what about tlm 
other adjournment motion regarding the Chairmen of District Boards? 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: With regard to that adjournment motion, 

I think it has been sufficiently discussed. 

Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARDY*: No. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I tell you, Mr. Suhrawardy, that your 
chance was for two hours only, but on a mcnlest calculation during the 
Budget Discussion you have discussed that particular matter for more than 
four hours. Therefore, I think it is not nece.ssary. You will get chances 
of discussing this matter on cut motions. 
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Mr. Ha 8a SUHRAWARDYa With very great respect, Sir, all the facts 
have not been properly placed. On the other hand, the Hon’ble Minister 
made certain remarks regarding the Chairmen of District Boards which 
were absolutely incorrect. 

DEPUTY SPEAKERS You will get sufficient chances to discuss 
this matter im cut motions. 

I want to know whether the House will agree to close for today. J will 
not close it now if it is the intention of the House to proceed. 

Mfa Ka 8HAHABUDDIN: We may proceed with the Non-Official 
Members’ Bills. 

Mr. Y0U8UF MIRZA: We are prepared to give another day. There 
is no point in proceeding with Non-Official Members’ Bills today. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYALs The Chiet Whip of the (iovernment 
once threatened that there was no date available for Non-Official Business. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: As regards the date, if you agree 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL. You have no power. Sir. Please <lo 
not hold out false promises as the Ministers have been doing. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: We may fix one <lay in the first week of 
April. 

Mr. K. 8HAHABUDDIN: Sir, T most humbly suggest that it would 
be unfair to the House to do that because this is a non-official day, Non- 
Official Bills are there and the House has been called and why should we 
not go on with our work'^ Sir, we are very sorry to hear that you are not 
very well. After all, there are four gentlemen who form the l*anel of 
Chairmen and one of them might be (juite willing to carry on. Therefore, 
we should not waste the time and money in this way. Let us go on with 
Non-Official Bills. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: Am 1 to understand that I lie House will 
continue with Non-Official Busines.s? 

(fries of “\es, yes” from the Opposition benches and “No, no” from 
file Coalit ion benches, i 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: In that case, I suggest that 1 adjourn the 
House for J o minutes and, in the meantime, T will ask ‘for a Chairman who 
will come next and proceed with the bu.sin«hs of the House. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: If no member of the panel is available, 
the rule is that any member of the House can be elected I’hairman. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I know that. 

(The House was adjourned for la minutes.) 
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(After adjournment.) 

Election of Speaker. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, before we 
begin may we enquire when we will have the Speaker’.s election, because the 
memberH are absolutely in the dark as to the time when the election will 
take place!'' We have had the date announced. But unfortunately the time 
ift not mentioned. It will be greatly convenient to members of all parties 
if you will kindly let us know the time. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: It will be at d p.m. on the 1st March. 

Dr, NALINAKSHA SANYAL: AV^e would also request you to let us 
know w'hat is the order of the cut motions to the Supplementary Budget 
that will be taken up tomorrow and on Monday. We feel that unless the 
more important motions are taken uj) first they will be guillotined as on the 
second day, that is on Monday, there is this election of the Speaker. W'e 
would request you to permit the Opposition to choose their motions first and 
to go on w’ith the debate tomorrow' on Mich cut motions that the Opposition 
would like to take up. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: That I will do in consultation with the 
Whip of the Opposition and you w'ill please send \our list of motions 
tomorrow about one hour earlier. 1 am now in a position to state that 
Government have given one more day for Non-Official Business. 

Adjournment. 

The House was adjourned at 5-10 p.m. till 10 a.m. on Saturday, the 
27th February, 1045, at the Assembly House, Galcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Caleiitta. on Saturday, the 
27th February, 1943, at 10 a.m. 


Present: 

Mr. Deputy Speaker (Mr. Sykd Jalaliddin Hashemy) in the Chair, 7 
Hon’ble Ministers and l-")9 members. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which (Mttl answers were given) 

Persons killed or injured by military lorriee. 

*74. Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Mill the IIonTde Minister in 
char^?e of the Home Department be pleasnl to state — 

(a) the number of people killed or injure<l by the military lorries in 
Bengal in the year DM1 -42; and 

(h) the number of cases in which the lony drivers were triwl and 
punished 'i 

MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. A. K. Faziul Huq): T lie figures in respect of Calcutta are b!)8 jiersons 
killed or injured and in eight cases lorry drivers were tried and punished. 
As regards the districts the information is not readilv available and ils 
(‘olleetion would involve an amount of time and labour that would not lie 
justifiable in war time. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: AVili the Hoiride Minister be pleased to- 
state, with reference to liis answer that b98 ])ersons were killed or injured, 
how many w(*re killed and how many were injun*d ‘i 

The Hon’ble Mr, A. K, FAZLUL HUQ. T do not find the figures liere. 
Probabl\ about 29 or 30 would be the figure as reganls killed and the rest 
were all injured. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: M ill the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state if any compensation has been fiaid to tlie jierscms that were 
killed or injured in these accidents h 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Compensafions have b(*eu paid 
and if further details are \Aantefl 1 want m>tice. 

Mr, ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOO: M'ill the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
io state what is the number of lorry-drivei^s wdio are respoimible for such 
accidents ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I could not give the informa- 
tion offhand. If that, is wanted, I want notice. 



QUESTIONS. 


m 


[27th 


Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether Government took steps to minimise the number of 
accidents ? 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: That is a request which cer- 
tainly is very reasonable to make in view of accidents happening, but as far 
as Government are aware the number of accidents has been minimised to 
a great extent, and the (Wnnissioner of Police is always considering how 
far accidents can ])e avoided and how to introduce rules and regulations for 
tlie guidance of vehicles, motor or otherwise, to avoid accidents as far as 
possible. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state in view of his answ'er that only in eight (“ases lorry-drivers were 
tried and punished, what steps were taken against lorry-drivers in other cases 
and whether any compensation was given in those cases? 

Thd Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: It is a very long question, and 
I cannot follow the honourable member. 


Maiilvi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL. In answer to the (juestion, the Hon’ble 
Minister has said “that the figures are 598 persons killed or injured and in 
eight cases lorry-drivers were tried and punished.” Sir, my question is 
what happened to the other people? 

Tho Hon’blo Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Speaking from memory, — it 
w’as some time ago that 1 saw* the papers, — all available information was 
collected regarding the cases in which lorry-drivers w'ere involved. In most 
oases, although it was ])roved that some acci<lents had happened, there was 
no evidcuiee forthcoming which might lead to a regular trial su(*ceeding in 
a court. In such cases departmental action was taken and lorry-drivers were 
not sent up tor trial. I cannot give the exact number, but if the exact 
number is considered to be very important, 1 woubl like notice to be given 
<so that 1 ma> give the details. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will the Hon’ble Minister be j)leased 
to state whether one and all of these 29 or 30 persons who were killed and 
identified were given com])ensation ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I have given the names of 
certain persons in the statement laid on the library table, but as regards the 
other cases identification was not j)ossible tor two reasons: In the first 
place no information was given to any police-station for some time after the 
occurrence had taken place and when some time had elapsed, it became 
impossible for the jadice to get the identification or any evidence to show 
who those persons actually were. It is very difficult for me to say the 
number of persons. If it is wwnted. 1 am afraid I could not give, but as 
regards the 20 odd cases they were identified and compensation was given. 

Mr. M. A. H. I8PAHANI: Will the Hon’ble Minister l>e pleased to 
state w'hether in view of the great huinber of accidents Government have 
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taken necessary steps to approach the military authorities and to draw their 
attention to the fact that it is necessary for those who drive military lorries 
in the city of Calcutta to exercise more caution? 

Tho Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I am pflad that the question 
has been put. As it is a very important question concerniuj? the lives of 
the pedestrians in ('alcutta. (iovernment have approached the military 
authorities, and I am ^jlad to inform the House that the military 
authorities have not only promised to see that these accidents are minimised 
in number, but also liave taken strong? measures in almost all cases in which 
action should have been taken, (iovernment have ajiproached the military 
authorities and they have resjxunled very j»romptl> . 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Ilcm’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether the Government is aware that evef» today (he military lorry- 
drivers very often disobey the policeman’s fin^rer? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I am afraid it is true, but it 
is ditticult to control the perversity of human nature. 

Srijut MANINDRA BHU8AN 8INHA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether at the present moment action has been taken against 
lorr\ -drivers by military people in cases which are brought to their notice 
and wliether they report to Government what action has been taken by them 
in such cases? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: That is a question of action 
taken in individual cases. 1 cannot answer that oifhand, As 1 have said, 
in cases like this 1 must have notice. 

8rijut MANINDRA BHU8AN 8INHA: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleaded to state whether it not the practice with the military authorities 
to re]»ort to Government what action they have taken depart mentally against 
loi 1 \ -di n ers ^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Action taken has been reported 
and the information is available. It notice is given, I shall tell the House. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: With regard to the latter part of 
the answer regarding informathm trom tlie distri(‘ts, will the Hon ble 
Mfiii'-ter be pleased to state if the (iovto'nment think that the lives of the 
peiqile living in the district’s ate not >,») valuable and iinjuirtant as to spend 
money in the collection of figures!" 

Mr, DEPUTY BREAKER: That is a inatter of opinion. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: li you will permit me to 
answer, I cannot imitate the reprehensible iiymy involved in that (juestion. 
The honourable member is certainly aware that no one in this House is so 
inhuman as to think that human life has not got a value.* I am afraid the 
honourable member in his anxiety to be more prominent as a question-putter 
in this House has put a question w'hich* is ab.solutely meaningless. 
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The honourable member has not understoofl the meaning of the answer 
that I have given, but it is this, that all over Bengal if you go on making 
enquiries liow these accidents happened it may be done, but the completion 
of the labours will outlive the time of this Assembly perhaps and perhaps 
also the lives of many of us. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Am I to understand. Sir, that no 
recorrl is kept in police files with regard to the figures about the number 
of persons killed or injured.^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQs T will immediately take up 
the work of com])iling the statement. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAH MOOD: Will the llon'ble Minister be pleased 
to slate whether it is the policy rd' (jovernmeiit to give compensations to 
persons killed or injured H 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I do not think any other 
(.lovi'rnmeiit have given compensations in such cases us the i)resent (iovern- 
ment have done. Sir, this (lovernment have made a new departure to give 
compensations in such accident cases. 

Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Is the Hon'ble the Chief Minister aware 
that the records of deaths and injuries sustaineil have been supplied by the 
(j-ov(*rnment of Bengal to the (if)vernment of India for answering questions 
in the Central Assembly and that therefore lliese records art' in tlie of 
the (lovernment of Bengal and can be given to us 

The Hon’ble Mr. A, K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 do not say they are not, ))ut 
their collection would involve a gotxl deal of time and labour that would not 
be justifiable in war time. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD : In view of the fact that the Govern- 
ment of Bengal has been kind enough to pive compensations in the ('alcutta 
niea, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether (lovernmeiit is 
jirepared to extend the same consideration to the mutassal and with that 
end in view enquin' into the accident (‘ases in the various districts!-" 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ. As 1 have already .said, 1 will 
undertake (he en(|uirv but I cannot ju-omise ^^hen the enquiry will be com- 
pleted. 

Polioe-firing ami lathi charges in Calcutta during Augusti 1942. 

•75. Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home Department l>e pleased to state whether he is aware that 
during the sec’ond and third weeks of August. 1942, a number of Iversons 
were killed and injured in CoUutta as a result of the firing or hthi charge 
made by the police? 

(h) If 80 , will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(0 the reasons for such actions \akeu by the police; and - 



1943.] 


QUESTIONS. 


59 


(ii) wheth^ the actions taken by the police were approved by — 

(1) the Council of Ministers, or 

(2) the Home Minister? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister l)e pleased to lay oU the Table a statement 
showing for the period from 12th to 30th August, 1^2, — 

(/) the number of persons reported to have been — 

(1) killed, and 

(2) injured 

as a result of police actions; and 

(ii) the names and addresses of the i)er8ons killed and the places where 
they were killed ? 

(r/) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether any enquiry 
was made into the matter? 

(c) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister l>e pleased to lay on the Table a copy 
of Hie report of such enquiry? 

(/) Will the Hon’ble Minister Ih' pleased to state — 

(i) whether any attcnqit has been made io find out tlie number of 
|)ersons killed and injuied that were absolutely innocent ; and 

(//) whether any steps have been taken to adecjuately compensate the 
fX'rsons injured or the families of the jiersons killed in cases of 
those so killed or injured who have l)een found to he innocent? 

(//) Will the Hon’ble Minister be please<l to state wdiether any steps 
have l>een taken to imnish any member of the police force whose action has 
led to the injury to or loss of life of innocent |>ersons? 

(h) If so, w^hat are those? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) Yes. 

(b) (i) Action was taken by the police in the restoration of law and 
order necessitated by riotous and subversive demonstrations accompanied 
by sal)otage on an alarming scale. 

{ii) Action taken by the police was in the exercise of powers conferred 
upon them by the law for the exercise of which they are not required to 
obtain any further sanction or approval from Government. 

(c) (i) (1) 20. 

(2) 162. 

(ii) A li.st is laid on the Library Table. 

(d) Reports were duly submitted to Gowmment from time to time by 
the Contmissioner of Police indicating the facts and I understand that the 
usual enquiries into firing by the police which are c^ndhcted by the Com- 
missioner of Police were made. 
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(e) The reaults of the enquiry by the Commissioner of J^lice have not 
been submitted to Government in detail and I am not prepared to under- 
take to make them public when or if they are received. 

(/) (i) No, Sir. 

(w) The queation whether compensation shall be paid to persons injured, 
or to the families of persons killed, during action taken by the police to 
suppress disturbances and to restore law and order is under my considera- 
tion. 

(g) No, Sir. The House will realise that the criterion relevant is whether 
the action taken was justified in the circumstances and not w'hether the 
person who suffered from such action was or was not innocent. 

(h) Does not arise. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to answer (h) (//), 
namely, the police was not required to obtain an\ further sanction or approval 
from (Government, may I invite the Hon'ble Minister’s attention to the 
question wfiich sjjecifically asks whether the action taken by the police was 
ajiproved by tlie (ouncil of Ministers or the Home Minister, and may I 
enquire whether at any later stage the a(‘ti(»n was at any time referred to 
tlie (jovornment or the attention of the Home Minister was drawn to the 
action taken by the police and he had given his consent, approval or 
sanction to the samcH 

The Hofi’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir. I do not think any of 
these cases was considered by the Council id Ministers. Then tljere 
remains (he question whether the action of the jiolice had my ai)i)roval or 
not. 1 may tell the House that when the jioliee consider it nei'cssary to 
resort to tiring they never gid an op])ortunity of consulting an\bod>'. Tliey 
take action on their own resixmsibility and in the exercise of tlie jiriweis 
conferred upon tiiem by (lovernment. As soon as an occurrence of police 
firing takes place, report is sent to the Head ot the Police, the Ptdice 
Department and to (lOvernment . Enquiries aie made and in those cases in 
whieli Government think that pnma fucte the jiolice have misused the powers 
they possess, further enquiries are made. That is the practice. In this 
particular case, speaking from memory. I consider that all tiie cases had 
come up to me and in some cases I felt constrained to hold that the action 
taken was somewhat hasty. In these case^ 1 have directed dejiart mental 
enquiries to be htdd, and in other cases I felt that the action taken had to 
be taken on the si»ur of the moment, ,nid although the result was regrettable 
the blame would ndt attach to those who had resorted to the method which 
they had adopted in quelling tbc distuibances. Beyond that 1 do not think 
1 can give an\ answer to a general question whether in all cases in which 
there has been firing the actiop of the police was approved by me. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL; Will the HonTde Minister be pleased 
to state if Government take the responsibility of the action of the police in 
these cases P 
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Tll6 Hon’blf Hr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQs I think my friend is aware 
that the Council of Ministers is something different from the Governments 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYALs Sir, my question was whether the 
Counil of Ministers take the responsibility for the action of the police. 

Th6 Hon’bls Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQs Sir, Government means 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYALs I Imve not asked ahoul the (Jovern- 
ment at all. I have asked whether the Council of Ministers take the 
responsibility. 

Tha Hon’bis Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQs Sir, 1 submit that the (|uestioii 
is so vague and indefinite that it cannot be answered properly. If my 
learned friend will he pleased to raise particular issued one by one, I am 
willing to give an answ'er. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYALs Will the Hon’hle Minister please state 
if the Minister-in-charge of the Home Department takes responsibility for 
the action of the police in indulging in shooting and tiring in Calcutta in 
the middle of August ^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQs 1 confess 1 cannot understand 
the meaning of the phrase “take res})onsibility’‘. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYALs Will the Hoiride Minister he pleased 
to stale if tiovernment is aware that one technical assistant of the Hengal 
Teleidione Cominniy, Mr. Pal, wa.s killed while actually engaged on duty in 
the street — he was repairing a machine which w’as temporarily out of order K 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQs 1 know the case. It was 
a most unfortunate cax* and since nothing (iould bring back tlic ilead t») 
life. Government have done all that pos.sibl\ could he done. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYALs What has been done!^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQs Compensation has been given 
— pension has been given. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYALs What is the amount ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQs 1 <lo not remember the figure, 
but adequate compensation has been given. Pension has been given to the 
rejatives and dependants. 

Dr. NALiNAKSHA SANYALs Will the HoiPhle Minister be pleased 
to state what punishment was meted out to the person responsible for this 
wanton cruelty and murder? • 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQs* On that point also I can give 
•a very clear answer to the Hemse, Efforts were made to find out wlio the 
actual culprit or culprits were, and my frienj is aware that the difficulty in 
these cases is that the question of identification of the culprit comes in. 
Whenever such an occurrence takes place, there are tw^o awpects which come 
up for consideration — first of all, whether the occurrence did take places 
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if 80 , under what circumstances and, secondly, who were the culprits. 
Now, Sir, the primary^ question in these cases is the question of identifica- 
tion. My friend is a very learned doctor in many subjects, but I had been 
an advocate. My friend easily realises that in many cases although investi- 
gation by the police or otherwise can be undertaken to find out the culprits, 
unless the culprits can be spotted, they cannot be put on their trial. In 
this case efforts were made because it was a very, very lamentable ^ase, 
but in spite of everything that could be done, it was not pos.sible to exactly 
find out who the persons were who can even remotely be said to be 
responsiijle. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL; What efforts were made? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Police investigations were 
made. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Any magisterial enquiry? 

(No reply.) 

Mr. A. F. 8TARK. Will the Hon’ble Minister please state if it is not 
a fad thal the police by their quick and decisive action restored peace to 
Calcutta witliin a short period and saved countless lives? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ; That is a m atter of oj)inion. 
A large section of the Calcutta public bold tlie view that sometimes ])rom]>t 
action, although apiiarently cruel, saves larger disastrous events just as 
when fire breaks out, if one or two houses are pulled down, it prevents the 
conflagrution from spreading. 

Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: May I ask the 1I< )Trb1e Home Mijiister 
if he is aware that the allegation was that the murder of Mr. Pal wa^ com- 
mitted b\ a sergeant on a motor-cycle? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: That was the allegation, and 
at one time it was felt that it narrowed down the scope of the enquiry. 
Unfortunately it was also found that on that day, these sergeants on motor- 
cycles were not particularly traceable in any particular neighbourhood. 
They were for five minutes in one place and for five minutes in a distant 
))lace, and so it could not be located who were the patrol parties who were 
in that nighbourhood at that particular time. That was the difficulty. 

Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: May I ask the Hon'ble Home Minister 
if it is not a fact that certain rounds of ammunition are supplied to the police 
sergeants by the department ? 

Mr. I. A. CLARK: On a point of order, Sir. Is it parliamentary for 
a member of the House to refer to the action on the part of the police in the 
execution of their duties, even if it is u mistake, as murder? 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: While referring to another member of the 
House, I think the word ‘‘murder" cannot be used. It is absolutely un- 
parliamentary. 
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Mfi A« F« STARK a TTill the Hon’ble Minister please state if he ag^rees 
that the people of Calcutta owe a debt of gratitude to the police for their 
action in restoring peace in Calcutta? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr, KIRAN SANKAR ROY: Sir, I have not got any reply to my 
question. May I repeat it? I wanted to know whether it is a fact that a 
certain number of bullets are supplied to sergeants who go out on patrol. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: It is an important question. 
I cannot answer it now. If my learned friend will permit me, I will make 
enquiry and let him have an answer later on. 

Mr, K. SHAHABUDDIN: In view of the answer given to the question 
of Mr. Stark, will tlie Hon’ble Minister please state if (fovernment approve 
of the action taken by the police in quelling the disturbances in Calcutta? 

The Hon’ble Mr, A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (fovernment never approve of 
inhuman conduct, but they have at the same time got to carry on the admi- 
nistration and before persons band themselves together to break the law, 
they must be [)repared for harsh measures. From that point of view it is 
impossible to give an answer to the question which has been put. All I can 
say IS that — 1 repeat it — in such ca.ses unfortunate incidents d(> occur and 
no one regrets those incidents more than 1 do. 

Mr, ATUL CHANDRA SEN: From the replies given by the Hon’ble 
Home Minister regarding the difficulty in detecting policemen who com- 
mitted the murder, do I understand the Hon’ble Minister to state that the 
police authorities did not co-operate with the (lovernment in tinding out the 
culprits ? 

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: That <]uestion does not arise. 

Mr, Ki SHAHABUDDIN: Will the Hon’ble the Home Minister be 
pleased to state if the (lovernment consider the action taken by the police 
as inhuman as stated by him just now, namely, that government do not 
approve any inhuman action ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: My learned friend is very happy 
that he thinks that he has caught me napping. I cannot answer general 
questions by general replies. As I have said if an action is regrettable, 
Government regrets it as any human being. I do not understand how the 
honourable member who has put this question can claim to have more human 
kindness in him than we possess? 

Dr, NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to answer (d) regard- 
ing enquiry by the Commissioner of Police, will the Home Minister be 
pleased to say if Government have on thefr own departmental enquiry or 
otherwise satisfied themselves that the [K>lice in exercise of their powers 
did not exceed the limits and did not use such terroristic manner or method 
which might not be required? 

6 
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The Hon^ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The report submitted by the 
Commissioner of Police in many cases did not commend itself to me and in 
some cases, therefore, 1 have asked for further details and for further 
enquiries. Now, Sir, the position on the 8th, J)th, and 1 think up to the 
lOth August was somewhat peculiar au<i the action that was taken by the 
police in the opinion of many was taken with a view to quell the 
disturbances, but in some cases perhaps less drastic action might have been 
taken. That is a matter of opinion, and on thi.^ point opinion in Calcutta 
is divided. While some think that the action was absolutely necessary, 
1 admit that there is a section, j)erhaps much wider section, which thinks 
otherwise. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: What is the opinion oi the Chief 
Minister!-" 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The opinion of the Chief 
Minister is locked up in his breast. (Liiughter.) 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to answer (O, where 
the Chiel Minister says that the results of the eiKjuiry by the Commissioner 
of lh)lice have not been submitted to (lovernment in detail, will the llon’ble 
Minister be jilcxised to st4ite if (iovernment in view of the large numliei of 
C 4 isualt ies are considering the desirability of apixunting a tribunal of emjUiry 
— c-onHdential — which may not be made puiilii . a tribunal of persons in 
whom (lovernment Imve comf>lete confidence, and find out from the re|H)rt 
of tli(‘ (oinmissioner of Police in detnil ami an\ other (‘nijUiiy that tliey 
rna_\ be jileased to make whether the jKilice acted entiiel.y within the bounds 
oi wliat they were expected to do? 

The Hon'bie Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: M> leaimni IiummI is o Icai’ned 

doctor in many subjects. He must be aware that m\ promi>es ot tnliunaK 
are seldom believed by the House. (Khan Haliadur Moiiv^mmid Am: It 
is.) In this {larticular case I am afraid that a tribunal will lie infructuous. 
All that tlu‘ tribunal will be abb‘ to find would la* a finding ot tact that 
theri' have been cases in which firing had been resulted to and all that. 
Hut 1 am absolutely certain that the culju’its will not be ^jxitteil. Punction- 
ing of a tribunal merely to find out as to what hapjiened or not will be 
abs(dutely useles<4. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: What is the machinery that (ioy em- 
inent jHissesses to fiml out if excesses done by the pidice under the direction 
of the Commissioner of Police, if they go beyond the limits of law, are 
projieily invest igxited into oi might Ih' scrutinised by a superior g-overn- 
mental nundiinery ? What is the nun hinery , beiause you siiy here that the 
Commissioner of Police had not sent even to (fovernment tlie full details ot 
the enquiry? 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: Your question is very simple, namely, what 
is the machinery? 
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Dr* NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: As the Chief Mijiister wants to make 
his position clear, let me also make my question clear. Tlie C^ommissionear 
of Police is himself the officer who is resjH)nsil>le for armiijjfiiijj: this wanton 
assitult amountiiiji: to murder of certain persons and that person liimself sit^ 
on his own action as the enqiiirin*.^ offit^er. In this particular resjtect may 
I enquire from Government if Government are not prepared to enter into the 
(question o*f appcjintment of an independent tribunal from outside!" What 
machinery Government have themselves ^«-ot or A\ant to set up to assess and 
find out and scrutinise tlie action of the Commissioner of Police himself and 
the ^ran^ of men whom he set on innocent persons to ass^iult them and to 
murder tliem y 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: M> learned fri<^nd (Mr. KihaN 
S\NKAH Koy : AVhy learned y) has more than once consulted Sir 
Nazimuddin in certain matteis, and if he consults Sir Nazimmldin in this 
matter he will find tlmt the action that was taken by the Government was 
the onl\ action that was possible under the circumstances. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: sir, iiiv quest iou has not hren answered. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I am coming to that. It is 

only introductory. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: it is a very serious matter iinolving 
murder ot many pers<uis. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Yes, it IS a very serious 
mattei, and that is all the more reason why 1 should not lie interrujited. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: You should not indul^^-e in levit> <m a 
question in which the li\es ot mans persons were lost. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: levity is not your monoi>olv\ 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: We haNe leaint it fiom mu cdders. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Khlers arc not alua.vs wise: 
youn^eis are sometimes Mi^er tiian the eldeis. 

The Commissioner of Police is ceitaiiil_\ tlie Head ol the Calcuttii Police. 
Thereloicq it a memher <»t the Galcntt^i Police I'Vu'ce commits ;ui oflence, 
<d>\iouslv it would seem somewii.ii improjier tliat the Head ol the I'olice 
siiould he ask(*d to eiujuire inlo the conduct nt one <d liis sijlxjrdinates. 
Vov I think we ha\e to assume, unless tlie contraTs is pio\ed, that 

while the (’omniissioner ol Pcdn e is auMous that the life and lihert\ of ihe 
jieople should be jirotected, be is also arjAiou-* that tin* police* loree under 
bis conniiaiid must behave in such a wa\ that there may not la* conqdaints 
liom the public a^'^aiiist the manner in wftidi they aic discharirmi.’ their 
duties. We have jj^ot to assume that he will lee an honest offirau- realism;^ 
the resjKinsihility of his position as the UeaJ of the Jhilne and it he makes 
ail eiiquir\ it is no part of the diit\ rd the Commissioner ol i’oliee to shield 
a jiersoii who on the e%idence ajijeears t-o he a j»uilt\ person. 

Dr. NALJNAK8H/^ 8ANYAL: Sm", my question has not been answered. 
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The Hon'bfe Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Let me finish. So far as these 
incidents are concerned, Government have followed a course that is 
ordinarily followed in such cases, namely, they have asked for a departmental 
report — to give Government an idea (Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal : And the 
rej)ort has been refused.) of what the departmental point of view is. If the 
Government feel that there are points which require further investigation, 
they can ask from the department to supply information on specific points, 
or tliey can have an emiuiry made hy the outside i»ublic — some other agencies. 
In these cases the Commissioner of Police did not send up any detailed 
reports on tliose accidents, and we have a.sked for detailed reports. The 
trouble, as I have .said so often, is this. I have myself gone through some 
of these cases Mind have scrutini.sed even police diaries and other papers. I 
have always felt tliat no human effort could, in the circumstances then 
prevailing in the city, actually find out the accused in particular cases. 
During those two days events were moving very fast, and it was difficult 
for anyone, even for an intelligent eye-witness of the occurrence, to be able 
to hM)k at the features of the persons who might have been guilty of the 
acts in order to be able to identify them in a court of Law. There is a 
proverb that to Kuropeans all Induins look alike, and to Indians all Europeans 
l<M)k alike. It is very difficult, therefore, to expect ordinary people, who 
saw these things in the excitement of the moment, to be able to pick up 
the particular sergeants so 4is to enable Government to put them on trial. 
Therefore I had to accept the dep^irt mental report. 

Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, my question has not l)een answered 
yet. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: I am of opinion that a sufficient number of 
supphmientary ([uestions has been put and therefore cannot allow any more. 

Dr, NALINAK8HA 8ANYALS My jM>int is that the Hon’ble Chief 
Minister in beating alniut the bush has not actually answered the question 
put. I put a specific question as to what machinery the Government has 
got 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: It is a matter of opinion. I am sorry I 
cannot help you in extnicting an answer which you may consider proper 
from the Horrble Minister. 

Mr. K. 8HAHABUDDIN: This is a very important question, Sir. I 
feel that more time should l)e allowed. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER; Put your question. 

Mr. K. 8HAHABUDDIN: As has been submitted by Dr. Sanyal, the 
answer given by Government 7*s so evasive that we are forced to put more 
questions to clarify the point. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: Put your question. 

Mr. K. 8HAHABUDDIN. My question is this. In answer to my 
previous question the Hon’ble Minister has stated that the question of 
approval or disapproval does not arse. However unpleasant the action of 
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the officer might have been, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
that under the circumstances the action taken by the officer is approved by 
the Government? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: It is t(H> general a question. It has also 
been put and answered. 

Dr. Sanyal, do yau want to put any more cjiiestions? 

(No response from Dr. S;myal.) 

Accommodation in Chatal Sub-JaM. 

*76. Mr. HARENDRA NATH DOLUl: Is the Hon’ble Minister in 

charge of the Home Dejiartment aware — 

(/) that the sub-jail in the siibilivision of Ghatal in the district of 
Midiiapore is often occupied by prisoners and \inder-trial prisoners 
beyond the capacity of the prison liouse ; and 

(it) that all the persons are thrust into tlie largest room during night 
where they have to i>ass the night wiih their nightsoil accumulated 
in the very room ? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affinnative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
l>e pleased to state — 

(0 how many juisoners aie iioinially mrommodated in tlie said sub-jail; 
and 

(it) how many were i)ut in during the month of (1) December. 1942, 
and (2) January, I94d, in the sub-jail? 

(r) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of constiucting 
a separate privy and a urinal attached to the largest room for the use of the 
prisoners ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (o) (/) Yes 

(it) The room referred to herein is the only acrommodation in this sub- 
jail for male prisoners and as such the\ are locked up in the said room at 
night. There is a cage latrine attached to this ward for use, if nec'essary, 
by the prisoners during night. Ihe said latrine is cleaned at sunrise every 
morning. This latrine is not used during day-time. At night it should I)€ 
used very occasionally. 

(ft) (?) Male 18 and female 2. 

• (ti) (I) December, 1942' 86 daily, 

(2) Januarj’, 1948—87 daily. 

(c) The Communications and Works Department are being asked to con- 
sider the desirability of providing a separate neptic latrine for use during 
night. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: With reference to answer (a ) in ) ^ 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to st4ite whether he is aware I hat the 
door of the cage is made of iron bars and as such the spjell coming out of 
the latrine easily enters the room where prisoners sleep and that affecta 
their health?. 
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The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I sliall make an enquiry into 
the matter. 

Government action against hoarding of small coins. 

•77. Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN; (a) Will the Ilon’hle Minister in 
chai^.'c of the Finance Dejuirtment lie pleased to state — 

(/) whether he is aware of the acute shorta^-e of small coins in Ben^^cal ; 
and 

in) wdiether this shorta^^’e is due to hoardinj; u]) of such coins hy tlie 
peo])le y 

(Ji) Tf the an''W'er to (d) in) is in the affirmative, what steps, if any. have 
Government taken or do they inteml to take in hrinj^in^ to hook thesi* illegal 
hoarders? 

MINISTER in charge of the FINANCE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. A. K. Faziul Huq): ( o ) Y es . 

(fn Goveinment have din*cted that prosecution shall he institined 
wherever hoard in^^ is d(‘tected. 'Jlie\ have announced that rewariK will he 
paid to per, sons furnishing- inf(»rmation leading to conviction and ha\e 
directed that prosecuting officers he instructed to jirc'ss for deterrcuit senteiu es 
including a term of inijirisonment, on conviction. The\ have also drawn 
the attention of ^lagistrates to the desirability of expediting trials and of 
giving full publicity to the results of those which end in conviition . 

Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hoirhle Minister he pleased 
to state* w'hat, according to the definition of Government, amounts to 
hoarding ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I do not know. I remember 
to have answered this (|uesti<»n somewhere, but 1 cannot say how much 
would amount to hoarding. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister be jilea^ed 
to state it it is not jmssible to define hoarding by s;iying that to retain in 
one s cu.stod\ more amount than he actually need" wall be hoaiding? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I submit that the (luestion as 
put is vague. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: S-o is the answer. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to slate whether he is awaire that the police in the mufassal arrest persons 
having even Its. 2 or Its. worth of small coins? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I have not heard of such cases, 
but it is jxissilde that ptsiple av1u> have got the right to arrest may have 
ftrrested .some innocent persons- also by misappling the law. 

Mr. P. BAN^RJI: Wiiat arrangements does the Hon’ble Minister 
pro]Kise making in this direction in order to save innocent people from being 
harassed? 
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The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: No direction can be given, but 
if cashes are brought to our notice, prompt action will be taken. That is one 
way of putting a stop to unnecessary hara.ssments. 

Receipts antH expenditure under Sales Tax Act. 

•78. Mr. J. C. GUPTA; Will the HonTde Minister in charge of the 
Finance Department be ]deased to state — 

{a) the amount of total sales tax realised uj) to date; 
ih) the total ex])enditure involved up to date in administering the Sales 
Tax Act ; 

(r) the estimated recurring annual expenditure: and 
(r/) the estimated annual receipts? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (O) Receipts during the ('urrent 
financial year uji to -Ust December. 1!)4L^ — l{s.48,44,L*‘J8. 

ih) Ex])enditui'e during the current finamdal year u]> to dlst Decern oer, 
194o__i^, o 194 

(r) Estimated expenditure in l{Md-44 — Rs. 4, 10,1152. 

((]) Estimated leceipts in 1040-44 — Rs.GO lakhs. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Is the llon'ble Minister aware that it 
was the intention ol the Legislature that the sales tax should he realised 

from the shop-keepers, but that now it is lieing realised from the cust-omers? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I cannot answer that (piestion 
olihand. I want n<otice. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: Will the llon’hle Minister be pleased 

to '■'tati* what authoiity tlie salesmen have got. to realise this tax? Have 

the.\ been authorised liy (iovernment hy an\ statute or any rule made 
theieunder ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Tim jM)wer is gi\en under the 
statute, hut tlie method of realisation i'^ determined h\ the rules made 
thereunder. 


Imposition of sales tax on Indian sweetmeats. 

•79. Mr. J. C. GUPTA: (o) Is the Hon hle Minister in charge ol the 
Fin unci' Dcpaitmeiit aware — 

that the im])(»*iition ol sales fax on Indian sweetim*aU causing huid- 
shij) to the confectioners as aKo Jo the consumers; 

i/i) that the main ingredients with which sweetmeats are (ooked are 
exempted from operatuin of sales taxes while hW'eetmeats inejnircd 
with .such aiticle.s are liable to sales tax; 

(in) that Indian .sweetmeats are the daily necessities ot lile of the people 
of this Province and not a luxury like eake.s and jiastries; 
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(tv) that many of the sales of Indian sweetmeats are in small units of 
less than an anna and mostly betw’een one anna to 8 annas and 
further such sales include partly articles which are exempted 
from sales tax and as such the realisation of the sales tax is 
difficult and impracticable; 

(v) that curd (daht) is a great necessity for the people of this Province 

and there is a strong feeling against its inclusion in sales tax; and 
(vi) that the war has resulted in great increase in the prices of articles 
and it is causing great hardship to the consumers to pay higher 
prices due to operation of Sales Tax Act? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the amount that is 
expected to be realised from sales tax on sweetmeats per year? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of exempting 
Indian sweetmeats from sales tax at least as a temporary measure, if not 
permanently? 

The Hon'ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) (i), (lii) and (v) No. 

(ii) Yes; but whether this is so or not is irrelevant. 

(iv) A dealer collects the tax as part of his own cost: in order to pass the 

tax on to his customer it is not necessary that the tax should be realised 
separately. 

(vi) Nearly all the necessaries of life are tax-free. In respect of articles 
sales of which are taxable, the increase in price that may legitimately be 
attributed to the operation of the Act is negligible. 

(b) This information is not readily available. I shall supply it as soon 
as I receive it. 

(c) No. 

Babu NAGENDRA NATH SEN: With reference to answer {a)(iv)y 

will the Hon’ble Minister be ple^tsed to state under what authority the 

dealer collects the tax? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Under the Act. 

Government revenue from tax on horse racing in Bengal. 

• 80 . Mr. K. NOORUDDIN: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
the Finance Department be pleased to state — 

(i) whether Government receives any amount from horse racing in 

Bengal; and 

(ii) whether Government derives any other income from this source apart 

from the Betting Tax? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the nature and the amount received thereby? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether any money as 
tax, contribution, Revenue, salami^ etc., is paid by the Royal Calcutta Turf 
Club to the Government f 
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The Hon’ble Mr, A, K. FAZLUL HUQ: {a) Teg. 

(h) Taxes are levied on two forms of betting — 

(1) Totalisaior Ui.r — Four per oent. of every sum paid by a backer into 

any totalisator by way of stakes or bets. 

The receipts from this tax in 1941-42 amounted to Ks.9,4(),441. 

(2) Betting tew — Four per cent, of all moneys paid or agreed to be paid 

by a licensed bookmaker to a backer in consequence of the winning 
by the backer of a bet made in an enclosure set ajiart under the 
provisions of the Bengal Public Gambling (Amendment) Act, 
1918, on any race. 

Tlie re<‘eij)ts from this tax in 1941-42 amounted to Ks.d,()0,191 . 

Besides the above, entertainments tax is levied under section d(4) of the 
Bengal Amusements Tax Act, 1922, at the rate of 20 per cent, of the gross 
sum received on account of payments for admission to race meetings. 

The figures of receipts from this tax are not readily available. 

(r) A Slim of Its. 20,000 per annum i.s paid by the Koyal Calcutta Turf 
Club to Government on account of rent of the land occupied by the Race 
Course. 

Mr. K. NOORUDDIN: Is the Ilorride the Finance Minister aware that 
the Provincial Government are rwilising ten times the amount paid by the 
Ro>al Calcutta Turf Clu])y 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I am not aware, Sir. 

Mr. K. NOORUDDIN: Will tlie Hon’lde the Finance Minister be kind 
enough to tell iis if he i*^ prepared to give the same permis.>>ion t^) an Indian 
Turf Club which v^ill pa> Ks. 2 lakhs per annum ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: It is a very attrac tive proposed, 
and if the matter i.s sent up to Government — of <'ourse I do not know how 
I nIuiII proceed — I shall certainly consider it. I therefore suggest that an 
attempt may be made in this direction. 

Mr. K. NOORUDDIN: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that the lietting 
and the totalisator tax has been paid entirely by the public and not by the 
Club which makes a hug’e profit*^ Will the Hon’ble Minister therefore 
c<fnsider the de.sirability of amending the Act so that the tax may be realised 
from the Club? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 <lo ii«t understand these 
matters at all. I have only read out the replies as prepared by the dejmrt- 
• ment and as a matter of fact many of the.se things I do not really understand. 
I may .say, however, that the suggestion made by the honourable member 
would certainly receive our consideration. 

Mr. P, BANERJI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be* pleased to stat^ 
whether the amount of Rs. 3,G0,191 includes anything from dog-racing? 
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Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: How can that question arise here? We are 
<]ealiii^^ with liorse-racin^f. 

Mr. P. BANERili: It relates to betting, Sir, and I want therefore to 
ask whether any separate account is maintained by Government of dog- 
raci ng ? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Well, I have no objection to your question 
if the Government are prepared to answer it. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I do not think there was any 
^log-racing in that year and therefore this question does not arise. 

UNSTARRED QUESTION 

(answer to which was laid on the table) 

Remission of rents in the c^olono-affected parts of Midnaporo. 

2S. Mr. HARENDRA NATH DOLUl: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in 
<'harge of the Kevenue Department aware that greater portion of crops has 
l>een destroyed on account of recent cyclone in the district of Midnapore, 
especially the siilKlivision of Ghatal ? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affinnative, is the Hon’ble Minister con- 
sidering the desirability of giving remission of rent to the cultivators whose 
CTojis have been destroyed ? 

(c) If the answer to (//) is in the negative, i.s the Hon’ble Minister con- 
^^idering of making an enquiry into the matter? 

MINISTER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’bte 
Mr. Pramatha Nath Banerjee): Ye>. In (Thatal sulxlivision the 

<lamage to crops estimated at do per cent. 

(h) Yes. 

(r) Does not arise. 

Mr. KI8H0RI PATI ROY: Sir, I submit tliat I am a resident of this 
f^ubdivision and 1 know the correct estimate of the damage done in that sub- 
division. 1 therefore ask the Hon'Iile Minister to check the estimate as 
supplied to him by the local officers. Sir, the outturn of crop is less than 
40 per cent, of the normal this \ear and therefore the information, as has 
been conve,>ed in the answer, is misleading. 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: 1 am very grateful 
to the honourable member for the information given. 

Holiday for the Akheri Chahar Sombha Festival. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: May 1 enquire through you, Sir, of 
the Hon'ble the Home Minister whether the Ord of March would be a 
holiday? The ('hief Minister lias ahva\s claimed to be very keen almut 
Muslim interests, and I hope he will agree to gram a holida\ for the Akheri 
Ohahar Sombha tektival. Last ye<ar. Sir. holiday was given for this testival, 
and I hope the Assembly will have a holiday this year also. 
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Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: Well, this is iR)t a matier on which the 
Chief Minister can say anythin^' at this ^ta^e. It wa< in consultation with 
tlie leaders of the different parties that it was dei'ided tlu\t there would he 
no holiday on the drd Marih. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: May I tell you. Sir. that it is a 
(loveriiinent holiday and that the courts are closed. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: But it was \our Whi]) who sujj^ested 
that there should he a ineetiiiLZ on the 3rd M ar<‘h. 

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: Well, I will discuss this (juestion with the 
Leader of tlie ( tpjM)sit ion later on 

Dr, NALINAKSHA SANYAL: So tar as 1 reuieiuher, this (|uestion 
was ('xainined in the piesein e ot the Chiet Whip of the Muslim Lea^^ue 
Ihiii\. Mr. Shahahnddiii . when it was decided that there should he a meeting' 
on tlie niornin^^- of the did Mandi in ca^ie the adjournment motion on the 
(pieslion ot misapplic.ition ot Ordinance No. should ('ome up on that da\ . 

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER; Atter tull discussion in which Mr. Shahah- 
uddin was jiresent and with his consent as the (Miief Whip of the Muslim 
Leaf^iie Party it was dei ided that there w’ould he a meeting on the 3rd 
March. 

Older, order; hetore 1 take up the next item of husiness, 1 would aiipeal 
to lionourahle meniliers on hoth sides of the House to use all |vossihle caution 
in their lan^'‘ua;jre, and I hope they w'lll not ^»’o heyond the scope ot the 
^^U]lIdementary est iniates. 


FINANCIAL BUSINESS. 

Supplementary Estimate of the Government of Bengal for the year 1942-43. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: May 1 su^j^est one lhinj,r, Sir^ In 
view ot the limited time at oui disposal tor discu.ssin^' a hir^e nunihei- ot 
cut motions in connection with the Siijijilementary Biidj^et you will he 
fileased to permit only '> to 7 minutes for movers of motions and as W'e liave 
handed over to >011 alread\ the nme-tahle that w'e have thou^^ht necessary 
to make out, _\ou will kmdl\ follow the older ot the discussion p’i\en therein. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: It 1 ' my intention also that movers ot 
motions will .speak for 7^ minutes and anybody who waiTts to ,sj)f‘ak on such 
motion will ^et only 0 minute^. AVith rc^^ard to Ilon’hle Ministers, the> 
“can ^peak, if they m) desire, for Id minutes each. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: tVill tbd i.ppl> to Dr. Sanyal 

also ‘r 


Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Yes, U) everybody. 
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DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. 

27>-Admint8tration of Justice. 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Sir, ou the 
rewnimendatiou of His Excellency the Governor I bej?- to move that a sum 
ot IN. 1,70,000 be iri'iiiited for expenditure under the head “27 — Adminis- 
tration of Justice” durin^^ the current year. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD ISRAiL: 1 be^ to move that the deumnd of 
Ks. 1,70,000 for expenditure under the head “27 — Administration of Justice” 
be reduced by Bs. ItlO. I move this to raise a discussion about the policy 
of the Government in the en^^agement of lawyers for conducting Govern- 
ment cases. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. Isrsnl, I think it is not permissible to 
discuss the general {Kdicy in the Supplementary Budget because already in 
the previous year’s budget you .samtioned that amount for expenditure. 
Now, you are entitled to di.scuss only that i>()rtion which is in the Supple- 
mentury Grant. It will not be in order to discuss the general policy. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: So far as this demand is concerned my 
first criticism agttiinst the Government is that they should not have c<)me to 
this House after spending this amount after .so long a time. They should 
have come to this House before they spent this amount and should liave 
.sought the a<lvice and counsel of this House as to how the iikmey should be 
sj>ent. They should have at least placed this during the September Session 
of the Assembly, but they have come only in the present Budget Session. 

Now, Sir, .so tar as this |Kirticular item is concerned, I want to bring to 
your kind notice and to the notice ot the members of tliis House that in the 
Ihicca Biot Kiujuirs C’ase, although there was a Public I'rosecutor in Dacca, 
Go\ eminent aiijiointed two men Inith fiom (’alcutta — one Mr. Majumdar and 
another Mr. Murshed — superseding the claim of the Public Prosecutor. 
They were apjM>inted for motives which are known to everylmdy and uIm) to 
the Government. 1 d<i not think that Government should spend public 

money in this wa\ . If the I'ublic Prosecutor was apfRiinted and if he 

conducted the case, then the money spent would have been much less. The 
daily fee paid to Mr. Mur.shed was IN. S(l() and his senior got double or 

treble the amount. Government could have done the same thing by 

engaging the Public Pro.secutor with much les.s expenditure. They did not 
do this. 

In Balurghat they appointed one person from Bogra superseding the 
claim of the Public TProsecutor of Dinajpur because he was a Muslim League 
meml>er, and the Bogra man wds also much junior to the Public Pro.secutor 
of Dinajpur. 

Now, in Alipore also we ai^ told that thei*e are as many as 15 people 
who are on the picnel out of which only 2 l)elong to the Muslim community 
and 18 belong together communities. There are two Public Prosecutors, 
and in spite of repeated demands of tjje Muslims of that place they have not 
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appointed any Muslim to one of these posts. They have appointed both the 
officers from the Hindu community, and they have not paid any heed to the 
demand of appointing any member from the Mu.slim (‘ommunity. 

Not only that, Sir. Cases are distributed, we are told, in such a way 
that cases which require two or three months are given to people who belong 
to the Hindu community and cases which last for two or three days are 
given to Muslims. I think the Hon’ble Minister will see that these 
injustices are remedied. With these observations I (ommend in\ motion to 
the acceptance of the House. 

Mfi DEPUTY SPEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, as regards your motion No. 1, 
I think it does not arise. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: You will find in the first item that for 
Law Officers Rs. 25,000 additional amount has been provided. It is in the 
Supplementary Budget itself. 

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: That is for fees, not for salaries. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Yes, Sir, “Legal Remembrancer- 
Allowances and Honoraria,” but the item of “Legal Remembnuicer” is 
there. I have not gone beyond that at all. I am entitled to raise a (juestion 
on the charged iK>rtion of a particular budget if any voted portion comes 
along for discussion. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER; You move your motions together. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, I beg to move that the deTiiand id 
Rs, l,70,0t)0 for expenditure under the head “27 — Administration ot 
Justice be reduced by Rs. 1(1(1. I move this to raise a discussion on the 
a])p()intnient of the {uesent Legal Remembrancer superseding th<* claims 
of senior Indian officers. 

Sir, I beg further to move that the demand of Rs. 1,7(1,000 for expendi- 
ture under the head “27 — Administration of Justice” be reduciul by 
Rs. 100. 1 move this motion in order to rai.se a discussion on tlio 
impropriety of apiiointing lawyers at Government co.st to defend 
Mr. R. C. Pollard, Superintendent of Police, Murshidabad, in connection 
with the criminal case brought against him on the cmnplaint of Srijut 
Satya Gopal Majumdar in which the Subdivisional Officer, Berhumjiore, 
has convicted Mr. Pollard. 

Sir, these are two different issue.s, and I wull .submit that if, as we intend 
to do, we go to voting, the two wull be placed separately before the House. 

The Hoil’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH JIANERJEE: May I rise on a 
point of order? With reference to cut motion No. 2, standing to the credit 
of Dr. Sanyal, regarding the question of fKiyment of fees to legal officers 
of the Crown, may I refer you to page 4, rule 12(^)(/.r) of the Assembly 
Procedure Rules which say.s, “A meml>er while si>eaking may not refer to 
any matter of fact on which a judicial decision is pending.” I hope my 
honourable (riend will^not be permitted to infringe the rule. 
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Dfi NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Sir, with reference to this point the 
Hon’ble Minister has drawn your attention to rule 12, sub-rule (2)(or), 
and has .siud tliat item No. 2 is a matter which relei> to a fact on which a 
judicial decision is pending. 1 siibiiiit, Sir, in case tlie Hon’ble Ministei in 
char^'-e says to tlie House that the question of payment of fees by (joveru- 
meiit to lawyers is a matter pendin;*- judicial decision I shall not press, but, 
Sir, let him state cle<irly — and the responsibility must be his — that the 
(pieslion of payment of fees to Mr. J. K. Mukherjee when he appeared on 
behalf of Mr. Pollard before the District Judj^e of Murshidabad is 
auh juilirv. 

MFi deputy SPEAKER: 1 hold that tlie motion is in order. 
Dr. Sanyal is not entitled to discuss tiie ment^ ot the ca'^e, but he c.iu 
discuss the cpiestion of fees paid. 

The Hon’bie Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Sir, you have 
not heard me us to what 1 had to sa\ on the point before you were good 
enough to give a ruling. Will you be good enough to hear my views 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Yes. 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: The ciuestion of 
payment of fees in this case is a question which, I submit, is on a mattt^r 
on wliicli a judicial decision is j>ending. Sir, I did iint anticipate, 1 did not 
want to anticipate Dr. SanNaTs sj^eech, and therefore at the very outset T 
will ref(‘r to .\ou sub-rule (.'^i of rule 12, b(‘(aU'*(‘ Dr Sandal may not refer 
in his s])ee(di the facts which may involve liini within tin* circumscribed 
limits of .>ub-section (//) of >ection 12. Sir, the jmsuiou this 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL; I gne this undertaking that I will not 
refer to the merit of the ease itself. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: Yon need mU antieijuite that. 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Will m\ iri nd 
kindly allow me to continuer' 

Mr. P. BANERJI: W aste of time. 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: 1 can offer the 
same mutual coiiqilimeut to my friend Mr. P. Paiierji. 

Mr. P. BANERJI : Not nei'es.s.irv ahva\>. 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: If he does hot 

«asti‘ time 1 don’t know who does. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Please pbn e >our tact.. 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE; Mr. Deputy 
Sjieaker, Sir, the po.sitioii is tliis. Here is a public .servant who is being 
defended by Crown officials. Dr. Sanyal raises the (juestioii of payment of 
fees to these (Town officials, ^diat is a qiie'^tion which has direct reference 
to tlie fact as to .whether or not this public servant has been acting in his 
capacity as a public servant. That is the matter in issue between the courts 
of law. 
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Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. Baiierjee, I have already given direc- 
tions that you will not go into the merit of this case. You will only 
discuss the propriety or iini)ropriety of giving fees to partii'ular lawyers. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: After your ruling, Sir, nm the Hoiride^ 
Minister go on indefinitely ^ 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: He has got further suhinissions to make. 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Sir, the matter is 
in the seizin of the Hon'ble High Court of Calcutta. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL; It is not a fact. 1 would crave your 
indulgence and request the Hon'ble Minister not to misguide tlie House. 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: 1 am not mis. 
guiding the House. Dr. Sanyal is ajiparently n licensed speaker in this 
House. He can use whatever language he likes against anybody. I am 
not misguiding anybody. I say, Sir, that the whole (juestion is in the 
seizin of the Hon’ble High Court of Calcutta. If in your wisdom you fwl 
that the motion is in order, let Dr. vSanyal make his siH‘e(di. I have no 
objection. 

Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: May I in this connection just 
hung one fact to >oui notice 1 understand (iovernment have reconsid^'red 
the ])f)'«uion and though tlic Advocate-General and otliers were brii»fed to 
a[q)eai in tlie High Court, they did withdraw. Ther<*fore, so far as tlie Jiay- 
ni“nt (d b‘es or engagement of Ciown lawver^ i.s eoneeriH'd, on that matter 
lLc\ liave made a decision and this I'uling cannot now b<‘ questioneil on that 
gi ound 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Max I further suhmit. Sir, that the 
l.iwxer wlu) was .k tiially engaged in this case sent me a chit wdiich gives 
a knocking blow on the case macb* out hy the Minister in (diarge He say.s: 
’*1 apjiean'd in this case and there is alreadx on record a finding by the 
District Judge of Murshidabad that Mr. Ihdlard wnis not acting as a j>nhiic 
"Civinit in that jiatriciilar case.” 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: It is not neces.sar> to cite that. 1 will 
listen to Dr. Sanyal’s .speech, and 1 will consider wdiat is the trend of his 
'•j)eecli . 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Sir, I have no intention of delivering 
any long .spee(di at all. I would simply place these two motions before Hie 
House. 

So tar as the first part i.s concerned, I .strongh disajijirove of tho action 
of Government in apiiointing the pre.sent incumbent in the office of the Tiegnl 
Kemembraiicer superseding the claims of two very senior Indian offiei*r.s of 
*the Indian Civil Service. 

Secondly, 1 strongly object to public money being .spent in defending a 
person, who for the time being holds a public .servant’s office, in connection 
with a criminal case in which he has been found guilty and has been 
convicted. 
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Sir, in this connection, I would also submit to the Hon’ble Minister to 
consider that if a charge of bribery is brought against a public servant and 
that public servant is found by a lower court guilty of having taken a bribe, 
it is none of the business of the Government to go to defend him and to 
spend public money on helping him to prove tliat he had been doing things 
in the proper way. I further submit that if in the course of the subsequent 
appeal as referred to by the Hon’ble Minister concerned, it is discovered 
that the particular person concerned has been doing things in a manner 
which is justifiable or in the wisdom of the High Court it is held that the 
conviction was not proper, then Government may be approached by that 
public servant concerned for any compassionate allowance to cover the 
expenditure that he might have incurred. I beg to state. Sir, that it is not 
a fact as has been stated by the Hon’ble Minister, that in the appeal to the 
High Court this officer is being defended by the Crown in any way. He is 
being defended by an eminent lawyer who is not a Crown servant. All 
along the Hon’ble Minister tried to make a statement which is not based 
on facts. So far as this particular point is concerned, I have drawn atten- 
tion to something on which a judicial finding has already been made. In 
this particular case before the District Judge of Murshidabad lawyers from 
Calcutta appeared on behalf of this particular accused and the.se lawyers 
were paid out of public funds. To this I am drawing your attention and 
1 con.sider that to have been very wrong. 

Mr. SUREN DR A NATH BISWAS: 1 would only wain to say a word 
or two. Dr. Sanyal now admits in his speecli that the appeal is pending 
before a court, but when the Hon’ble Minister said that, he stated that that 
was not tlie fact. 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Sir, I shall first 
of all refer to the cut motions of my honourable friend, Mr. Israil. He 
referred in his speech to three points. First of all he referred to t^ie 
expenditure incurred by Government in the matter of the briefing of lawyers 
on behalf of the Crt)wu in the matter of the Dacca Enquiry Committee. I 
quite understand my honourable friend’s anxiety on this .score, but that is 
a matter with which I am not concerned. It is a heritage from the past 
and if the engagement wa.s made by Government unless Government is a 
continuous institution I must accept the legacy. 

The second point which my honourable friend raised was in connection 
with the briefing of .some pleaders from Bogra with regard to certain cases 
in Dinajpur. As a rule, these matters are decided by the Legal Remem- 
brancer in the fiifal instance in consultation with the District Magistrate 
who in his turn consults the «District Judge. I do not know the facts of 
that ca.se, but it may quite be that the magnitude of the case was of such 
a character that it was necessary in the interests of the Crown to engage 
the service.s of a good lawyer and that step probably was undertaken : (A 
voice; A junioj pleader.) He may be a junior pleader, but a junior man 
need not necessarily be one who is tolerably less intelligent and less scholarly 
than a senior man. 
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Sir, the third point made by my honourable friend was in connection 
w'itib the panel of pleaders at Alipore. I must confess that I have not looked 
into the matter, but if there has been any sacrifice of the interests of any 
particular community, that is a matter which surely will l>e considered by 
me. But I might tell my honourable friend that the Communal Ratio Rules 
do not in letter apply to the appointment of the panel of pleaders. Still if 
there is any grievance of any jiarticular community with regard to the 
composition of a particular panel in a particular district, tliat i'l a matter 
which I must direct my attention to. 

Then, Sir, T will (h*al with the two cut motions moved by my honourable 
friend Dr. Sanyal. I do not understand my position. Shall I deal with 
both of them or shall I deal with the second (»f them, namely, with regard 
to the payment of tee^, which I said btdore and I repeat now, is pending 
before a tribunal of this j)roviiicey If it is tihe latter, the position is this. 
There has la^en an unfortunate case where a servant under the Crown has 
been convicted under section doo of the Indian Penal Code and sentem'cd to 
pay a fine of Rs. :300, in default simple imprisonment for two months. 
(Dr. Nalinvksh.\ S.\xy.vl ; Why is it unfortunate?) This is not the final 
position. The final position is this: This matter is subject to an appeal 
and review and in this matter that apj)eal and that review is pending. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: That is not the point at i.ssue. 

The Hon’bie Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Well, Sir, what, 
ever may be the point at issue is a matter foi’ the Deputy Speaker it) decide 
and Dr. Sanyal is not yet the Speaker of the House. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: 1 am clarifying things for your brain. 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: No clarification 
IS nece.'*.sar\ . Notwitlintanding niy dearth of intelligence all these jifiints 
are perfectly clear to me. 

Sir, when there was a complaint lodged again^^t this gi*ntlenian, he was 
a public servant. He is a public .servant today and therefore if the servitics 
of Mr, J. K. Muklouji were requisitioned for the purpose of (h‘fending a 
public servant, 1 (annot '>a\ that Government was there wrong. If it is 
discovered tliat this ])ublic servant loses th<‘ immunity as a ])ub]ic servant 
by virtue of a finding of the ultimate court in appeal, in that event two 
consequences are likely to follow. The first (‘onsefjuence i.s di.s(*ij)linary 
ac’tion against the puhlic servant concerned and the second ronsequence is 
bound to be that he will have to refund the fees paid to lawyers apjM^aring 
on las behalf because in that event it will be held by competent tribunal 
that he has not acted as a public servant and that therefore he loses all the 
benefits and immunities of a public servant. That stage ha.s not yet 
arrived. There was a very difficult question of law involved in this case and 
that waa whether or not the previous sanction of the Local Government 
under section 197 of the Criminal Procedure Code was necessary. As you 
are aware, Sir, in cases where a servant under the Crown*purports to act as 

a servant under the Crown, if theje is a criminal prosecution launched 

» • 
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against him, the normal procedure, so far as I am aware, is that the 
previous sanction of the Provincial Government becomes necessary under 
section 197 of the Code of Criminal Procedure. In this case that proc^ure 
was not resorted to. The matter went up before the District and Sessions 
Judge who in his wisdom said that such a sanction was not necessary. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Why, because it was not a matter in 
which previous sanction of the Provincial Government was necessary. 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Sir, the matter is 
now pending before the Hon’ble High Court. I did not misguide the House, 
and 1 said nothing which was untrue. The question whether or not this 
gentleman acted as a public servant is yet to be determined by the highest 
tribunal of this province. 

(Interruption.) 

So far as the Hon’ble High Court is concerned, at one time it was 
I bought that the services of the Advocate-General should be requisitioned 
for the purpose of defending him. There a technical difficulty arose. This 
gentleman was asking for a transfer of the case from the court where his 
case is now pending to some other court. In that case, the usual procedure 
is if the High Court is satisfied that there are pnina facie grounds for the 
transfer, it may direct the District Magistrate of the district wffiere the case 
is pending to show cause why tlie case should not be transferred to another 
(a)urt or tribunal in any other district. In that event it is open to the 
District Magistrate to require tlie services of a Crown lawyer. 

Dr, NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: 1 have not entered into the merits of 
the caw^ I submit that the Hon’ble Minister is entering into the merits of 
the case. I have specifically raised one issue and that is whether the Crown 
has spent any money on lawyers wdio have appeared to defend this gentle- 
man ill a case w'here he has been convicted and whether in the appeal case 
also there is one lawyer appearing for the gentleman who is going to be paid 
by Government. I submit that it will be prejudicing the case if the 
Hon’ble Minister is permitted to go into the merits of the case. 

Mr. I. A. CLARK: On a point of order, Sir. We on this side of the 
House wish to hear what the Hon’ble Minister has to say on this very 
important question, and it is impossible to follow the debate in a proper way 
if my friend Dr. Sanyal jumps up every two seconds and interrupts the 
Hon’ble Minister. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: That is no point of order. 

The Hon’ble Mt. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Before Dr. Sanyal 
performed one of his usual acroj^iatic feats, I was trying to show to the House 
that in this matter the services of the Advocate-General had not been given 
to the Crown servant because of the technical difficulty which might 
possibly arise. This gentleman has engaged the services of a private lawyer 
of groat eminence — I am not mentioning his name. (Interruption.) If it 
is discovered that the court has come to a definite finding that the accused 
person is one who is not entitled to the immunities of the Crown officials 
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or the benefit of the Crown official, and if the Hon’ble High Court is of 
opinion that no previous sanction of the Provincial Government is necessary 
in that event the question of refund will arise. But this is a matter which 
is very important constitutionally because all the Crown officials are under 
the impression that if any proceedings are to be taken against the Crown 
officials purporting to act as Crown officials in that event previous sanction 
of the Local (jovernment is necessary. This is the first case of its kind so 
far as I am aware where it has been held that previous sanction of the Local 
Government is not necessary. Sir, it relates to the question of the rights 
of Crown officials. This is a matter, therefore, where the services of 
Mr. J. P. Mukherjee were engaged by the Legal Remembrancer in accord- 
ance witli rule 2 { 2 ), Cliai)ter XL of the Legal Remembrancer’s Manual, 
and the fee in question has been paid, but the question of refund of the fee 
is bound to arise in case the decision of the ultimate court of appeal goes 
agaiiiht the Crown official. (Interruption.) 

Dr, NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: What about the first question raised 
by me? 

Tile motion of Maulvi Muhammad Israil that the demand of Rs. 1,70,000 
under tlie liead ‘“27 — Administration of Justice” during the current year be 
reduced h;\ Rs. 100 was tlien put and lost. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: Coming to item No. 1-5 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, I would request- you kindly to put 
the tw'o parts separately. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: Yea. 

The motion of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal that the demand of Rs. 1,70,000 
under the head “27 — Administration of Justice” during the current year be 
reduced by Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal that the demand of Rs. 1,70,000 
for exiienditure under the head “27 — Administration of Justice” be reduced 
by Ks, 100 (to raise a discussion on the appointment of the present Legal 
Remembrancer superseding the claims of senior officers) wras then put and 
a division called. 

(After the ringing of the Division bell was over when the motion was 
again going to be put.) 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, Dr. vSanyal moved his cut 
motions and there were two standing in his name. But he concentrated his 
nemarks on No. (2), namely, that on Mr. Pollard's case 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL; That is not a fact. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, I did not say Dr. Sanyal 
did not move his first motion ; what I wanted to say was that he concentrat- 
ed his remarks on Mr. Pollard's case and The Hon'ble Minister-in-charge 
replied to those remarks only : it was not his intention to let the House have 
the impression that he had nothing to say regarding Dr. Sanyal’s cut motion 
No. (1). Sir, it is a very important question that has been raised and 
something must be said on that point, and I hope the Hon’ble Minister-in- 
charge will be permitted to make a statement on that point. 
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Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER; But, I am sorry, this is not the stage when 
you should raise that point. I entirely agree that the Hon’ble Minister 
should be given the opportunity to make a full statement, but it was for the 
Hon’ble Minister concerned to make that. If that has not been done at the 
proper tinie, 1 am not to blame. 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Sir, I am not 
blaming anybody. What 1 want to say is that I was present here through- 
out, and 1 definitely recollect that you in your wisdom j)ut the first part of 
1>. Sandal’s motion to vote when a division was claimed. The whole thing 
liappened in the twinkling of an eye before I could meet all the points raised 
by Dr. Sanyal. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Sir, we cannot allow this kind of 
observation to go unchallenged- 1 w'ould request you to refer to the proceed- 
ings wh(‘re you will find that I had drawn your attention to the very 
important question of the appointment of the Legal Remembrancer and I 
had asked the ITon’ble Minister to give a reply to it. 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Sir. the cut motion 
in question refers to the appoint numt of the present Legal Remembrancer, 
Mr. Sharpe. This particular appointment must go to a member of the 
Jndian ('ivil S(»rvice 

Or. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Is it a reserved po>t y 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Sir, constant 
int^'rruptions from Dr. San>al make it imjiossihle tor me to sjieak 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Well, Mr. Banerjee, interruptions are not 
ordinarily permissible but sometimes modeiate intei ni])! ions are permissible. 

The Hon’bte Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: This particular 
appointment \s reserved for members of the Indian Civil Service under the 
niles framed liy the Secretary of State; siMondlv, this appointment was made 
b\ llis ILxctdlency the (iovernor in ])ursuant to tiie ])owers conferred upon 
him by section '24b(2) of the tb>veniment of India Act in the exercise of his 
individual judgment. It i*' tnu' that the present incumbent was junior to 
three members of tin' Indian Civil Servne — the first was Mr. S. N. Modak, 
the second was Dr. Wnight, and the third was Mr. De. Sir. the last Legal 
Remembrancer and Judicial Secretary died on ihe Dth of December, 1942. 
At that time Mr, S. N. Modak, wlio i,s just junior to late Mr. Younie, the 
last liegal Remembrancer and Judicial Secretary, was on medical leave 
having Ikh'ii found ^lisqualified by the Medii a1 Boanl and at that time the 
U'mporary appointment of the ^>resent Judicial Secretary wms made by His 
Excellency the Governor in the exercise of his individual judgment. The 
question of appointment relate.s to the Home (Political) Department. The 
Hon’ble the Chief Minister and myself were of opinion that Mr. Modak 
might be appointed and we tendered advice to His Excellency. 

Sir, appointments like these, I am told, are not made always on the 
ground of seniority, but the question of merit comes into operation. I 
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could not say anything ahoiit tlw* work of any of these distinguished 
members of the Indian Civil Service. His Excellency, in the exercise of his 
judgment, has made the appointment, that is to say, (he appointment of the 
present Legal Remembrancer. 

Tho Hon’blo Mft A, Ki FAZLUL HUQs Sir, ma\ I add a word or two. 
AVlien this advice was tendered, we had consultation and so far as Mr. Modak 
was concerned, I had the ])rivilege and the advantage of knowing hinn 
personally and 1 had the highest opinion of his merits as a judicial officer. 
I, therefore, agreed with the .Judicial Minister tendering that advice to His 
Excellency. 

The motion ot Dr. Naliiiaksha Sanyal that the demand of Rs. 1,70,000 
for expenditure under the head “27 — Administration of Justice” l>e reduced 
by Rs. lUU was then put and lost. 

The motion of HonTde Mr. Pramatha Nath Ranerjee that a sum of 
Rs. 1,70,000 be granted for ex[>enditure under the head ”27 — Administra- 
tion of Justice” during the current year was then put and agreed to. 


28 — Jails and Convict Settlements. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, on the recnmniendatiou 
of His Excellency the (T(»vernor, I beg to move that a sum of Hh. 0,48,000 
be granted for expenditure under the head ”28 — Jails and (hnivict Settle- 
ments” during the current ytair. 

Dr, NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Sir, 1 beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. o.ld.tlOt) for (‘xpenditure under the head ”28 — Jails and (h)nvirt Settle- 
ment^“ be redu<‘<*d by Rs. 100. 1 move this to raise a d iseussion on the 

grievances of persons arrested under the Defence of India Ru1<*b, 
including — 

(n) Indiscriminate api)lication of the Defence of India Rules; 

(h) l^rolouged detention as undertrial prisoners of those against whom 
cases are instituted; 

(c) Indefinite detention and conversion as security prisoners under rule 

. 20 without projier enquiry into the cases; 

(d) Fnsymj>athetic treatment in some jails, e.ff., Barisal, Dacca and 

Rajshalii ; 

(c) Failure to grant adequate family allowances; 

if) Inadequate provisions for clothing, food, medical aifl, interviews, 
leave on parole, etc.; 

{(/) Forced detention in areas within enemy range of attack and bomb- 
ing; 

(h) Absence of any machinery f()r regular review of the cases with a 
view to eafly release and enquiry into the grievances; and 
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(i) Failure to give effect to the revised rules for security prisoners as 
promised in the Assembly. 

Sir, my motion itself is a speech. I do not propose to inflict on the 
House a long speech on this motion because this itself is self-explanatory 
and many of the items covered by this motion have during question time and 
elsewhere been discussed. 

Sir, I would only invite the attention of the Hon’ble Minister-in-charge 
to a conference held some time ago with my Leader and certain members 
of the Council of Ministers and officials in the Writers’ Buildings where we 
submitted a written note on these grievances. I would invite the attention 
of the Hon’ble Minister to the fact that up to date my Leader has not received 
any reply to the observations made and the note he submitted thereon, 
although he was promised he would be given a written reply very shortly. 
Not to speak of a reply, he made a personal appeal, and so did I, to be 
furnished with one up to date corrected copy of the Bengal Security Prisoners 
Rules and even that has not been supplied. We do not propose to raise 
big questions. But all these questions are vital and they have agitated the 
])ubUc mind to a very great extent. 

Sir, to one or two other matters also I may be permitted to draw the 
ulteiition of the House, namely, that members of this Legislature who are 
in detention and who can legitimately claim to at least have their right 
exercised to vote in connection with the election of the Speaker or the 
election of members of the Council from the Assembly, are being detained 
and debarred from exercising those votes. We have been told that these 
members are detained only as a precautionar\ measure — not even preventive, 
that is to say, tliere is not even a vestige of suggestion that they have done 
•or are likely to do anything harmful to the Province. Yet, Sir, although 
they have been detained as a precautionary measure, we are faced with a 
situation in which on Monday, when we are having the election of the 
Speaker, we will be deprived of having their vahiable suggestions in that 
connection. Shortly thereafter we will have the election to the Council 
and then also we are likely not to have them in our midst to enable them to 
elect proper persons ti> the Council. Moreover, there are members of this 
House under detention who have applied for parole leave for one or two 
days to enable them to see their dying mother or ailing wife. Mr. Satya- 
priya Banerjee’s mother died and he was not permitted to go and see his 
mother even in her death-bed. Mr. Sibnath Banerjee has applied and 
repeatedly asked Government to allow him to see his wife who is dangerously 
and seriously ill. The police have made enquiries and found that she is 
actually very seriouerly ill and yet not even one day’s leave is being granted 
to see his wife who is almost in* death-bed. 

Sir, this is a state of affairs which is extremely unfortunate and unfair. 
I know that Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq has got a large heart and he is 
8>Tnpathetic. I would only expect that he at least would enquire into 
these cases in a nviiiner that such grievances will not remain unremedied. 
We submit. Sir, that the grievances that have been catalogued require very 
serious attention and we would exneVt the Hon'ble , Minister concerned to 
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give us adequate remedy and not mere promises. Sir, if proper remedy 
cannot be given by him, let him openly and frankly take the House into 
confidence and say “I am powerless. I have done my best. I am trying 
to do my best. I am prepared to go to any length necessary, but 1 am being 
prevented by some unknown force or forces which I am not in a position 
to supersede.” 

Babu NAGENDRA NATH SEN: Sir, may I support his motion? The 
Hon’ble Home Minister has asked for a supplementary grant. This relates 
to the treatment ot security prisoners. During question-time the matter 
cropped up. No one knows what are the rules which are to guide the 
security prisoners. 1 have got a cop\Pof the Rules from the Library. The 
Hon’ble Minister referred to the Bengal Security Prisoners Rules, 1940 — 
this is for official use and not for sale and it is marked “Confidential” here 
and there. With what propriety can the Hon’ble Home Minister ask the 
sanction of this House for the expenditure of a sum of money — not a small 
sum — wuth respect to some of which the honourable members of this House 
have no knowledge at all? Security prisoners themselves do not know how 
they are to conduct themselves while in jail. 1 do not know if the heavens 
w^ould have fallen it copies of this book had been publicly advertised for 
sale so that the security prisoners may know their own lot and posi- 
tion, and their iriends and relations can also form an idea. If there is any 
divergence from the rules in the conduct of the security prisoners, they can 
be arrested and put into prison. For these reasons, Sir, 1 submit that this 
demand should be rejected. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, 1 beg to move that the demand 
of Rs. 0,43,090 for expenditure under the head “28 — -Jails and Convict 
Settlements” during the current year be reduced by Rs. 100. 

Sir, 1 do so in order to raise a discussion about the failure of (Jovern- 
ment to give effect t<i the recommendations of the Tail Industries Enquiry 
Committee. The Jail Industries Entjuiry Committee was constituted about 
four years back, and after very careful deliberation and after having toured 
the pr(»vince and having visited almost all the central jails in the ])rovince 
the committee submitted to Government a very comprehensive report and 
in the report embodied some very u.seful suggestion.s and dealt wdth practi- 
cally all aspects of jail life. The committee took into consideration three 
aspects of jail life, first, to make life in jail habitable, secondly, to make 
the indu.stries in the jail self-supporting and, thirdly, to enable the « ()nvict8 
to have some vocational education, so that when the copvicts come (»ut they 
will be able to earn a decent livelihood. But, unfortunately, in spite of the 
fact that the rep(»rt has been submitted to Government over a year back, 
the report has not been j)ublished by Government on the plea that paper 
econom;^ prevents them from the j)ublicatiob of the report. I submit. Sir, 
that this paper economy point is a foolish question, so far as this particular 
point is concerned, because the recommendations of the committee are cal- 
culated to lessen the burden on the Provincial Exchequer. \Miat I want to 
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say, Sir, is that if the recommendations of the Jail Industries Enquirj^ 
Committee are accepted then the amount spent on jail convicts in Bengal 
will be lessened, because the jail industries will be put on a profitable basis. 

Apart from that there is .another important question with w’hich the 
committee has dealt, and that is to make the life of convicts less troublesome 
than wliat it is now. The recommendations include the abolition of such 

induKtries as oil (Mr. Anni’i. Wah^m Khan: GJuini.) yes, <j}t(uu and also 

alia grinding. These two recommendations should have been accepted by 
Government long ago, but unfortunately (iovernment are still waiting time. 

Aj»art from this there is the otlier important question about enabling the 
convicts to earn their livelihood af1»*r the\ come out. That is also very 
important and should have [)een seriou.sly considered, but Government are 
still remaining silent. The committee is of opinioq that if the recommenda- 
tions are given effect to, the amount spent by Government in maintaining 
jails and convict settlements will be lessened b\ ddl per cent. This is a 
very important question and 1 hope that the recommendations of the com- 
mittee will be accepted by (iovernment. 

(Rai Hareiidra Nath Chaudhuri rose to speak.) 

Mr# DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. rhaudhuri, if you amend your motion 
in this way, namely, to raise a discussion about foodstuff and clothing, etc., 
tlien the motion will be all right. 

Rsi HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Jhni will not be necessary, 
Sir. As a more comi)rehensive motion has been moved. 1 do not want to 
move my motion, but 1 would press u])on the attention of Government the 
injustice of keeping this question undecided for so long a time. Sir, it is 
wrong, certainly wrong to keep more than l.oOO persons in prison without 
trial and, Sir, that wnmg is multiplied hundred-fold by not giving them 
ade(|uate allowamie. The question of giving adequate alilowance to the 
security ])risoners is engaging the attention of the (iovernment for a long 
time. Yet, no satisfact(»ry solution has been arrived at. We urge the 
Government to come forward immediately with a solution of this question. 
Sir, it is a (piestion that cannot brook any further delay when the prices 
have gone so much u}). In fact an adequate solution of this question is 
overdue. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Sir, I want to make some observa- 
tions. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. Roy, the difficulty is that the time at 
our disposal is very short. Under the Governor's Rules we have to finish 
the entire sujrplemeutary budget by G-30 p.m. on the 1st March. I suggest, 
therefore, that honourable members who want to move motions will speak 
for 7J minutes and anybody wanting to support a motion will speak for 
five minutes, aud I will allow the Hon 'hie Minister concerned to speak for 
15 minutes. Mr. 'Roy, if you want to speak you may. but you must not 
exceed five minutes. 
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Mr. CNAAU CHANDRA ROY: All rijjhf. Sir. "^Th^ 

^lr*p OOT ^ T’«n frj c^\ ^ ri^tm c^ ^ 

— c^FW ^ r?T cn^ ^ ^snfr wn 

precautionjiry measure is(t1?^ (TFtr^ ^ I 

^sfT^ (yr^ C^ TOfi enquiry 

'Strc^r C^ enquiry report 'SftlT? ^ I rt^ rc^ C^ 

^O^I^C^RO\ <7rn:^ allowance rC5^. ( 

^ ^ il? ^C\RO\ l^t^ allowance 4^ ^tg ^ 

4 I 4^ ?’ftw ^<(7 ^lc‘^ ^ ^<tOT 'SRT ?Ttfr5f 

(??Wfer?R I -5B*t"r2r^ (7\^ ftrfw 

^ I Policy lapse rc^ I (7fr^ TW f^SSPil 5t^ '5^5^^n‘i?r^ 

C^ ^itC^ prec.autionary measure '^11^4 

f4 ^f?:4 (71 ^3tOT (yrm r(7f ^ 4^* 

rC4 I 4^ f?TOT ^ 4T^ C<^rr4 ?F(^ft fV^ 

isr^ I 3rgr<i f4jt rrr i ^ 

rC4 I (71^ t>17ins> I 

^argr^I promises fV^ r7 ^T] | 

4^ TTPr^l fTR ^fU"4C4 f^^l^fl 44U5 Ff^ 4 f^ROT llR (?FR 4^4T 

^artr^ f4 ^1 I v|t^ f^fvf Oif;T (TFRCi ^ ^ Ft^ 44*. fjf^ 

C4ffC4*^ ^ ^(2 S^'RC^i Ft^ I 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, 1 w’ill bean’ll by referring’ 
t(i tile Pengal Seeurit> PiM^oners Pules and I may tell the House . 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL; On a point of order. Sir. It is the 
convention of every juirliarneiitary House that no document can be referred 
to if that document is not readil> available to members. I may point out 
that in spite (»i rejieated reijiiests this book is not yet available to members. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Will you please hear me? 
Three copies of the Bengal Security I^risoners Buies with amendments made 
up to date have been sent by (i(»vernment to be jilaced on the library table, 
ar^d wliat is more we have decided to publish the Bengal Security Prisoners 
Rules in the (alcutid (rdcf'ttc for general informaticm. 

Now. Sir, m> honourable friend Mr. Charu Chandra Boy has said that 
W’e have not done and that we have not been able to do anything to give 
satisfaction to the public demand that the lot of security prisoners must 
*be improved or that the grievance of the public regarding arre.sts and 
detentions must be removed as tar as possible. 

Now', Sir, may I very respectfully tell the House that in this matter 
of security prisoners’ arrest, detention or release, I am really being asked 
to reconcile two sets of strong public apinion and as Home Mituater I ana 
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really being asked to do something which is humanly impossible. I am 
perfectly prepared, if I fail to do my duty, to walk out, but I must tell 
the House the exact constitutional position before charges and counter 
•charges are made. I am constantly asked to explain my position. The 
position is absolutely olear. Under section 49 of the Government of India 
Act, the Executive Government . 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Section 52. 

The Hon’ble Mr, A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: No. Under section 49 of the 
Government of India Act, the Executive Government is carried on by His 
Excellency the Governor personally or through his subordinate officials. 
It makes no mention wliatsoever of Ministers. A Special Bench of the 
Ualcutta High Court presided over by Lord Cliief Justice with Mr. Justice 
Rau have definitely held that Ministers are not subordinate officers in the 
'Sense in which the expression is used in that section, and that they are 
merely to give advice. The position, therefore, is that there is His 
Excellency on tlie one side and the permanent officials who carry out the 
-order of His Ex(‘ellencv the (iovernor in respect of the Executive Govern- 
ment on the other. They get the Ministers sandwi(;hed between them and 
these Ministers can do the utmost that is possible only by offering advice. 
It is well-known that there are three classes of cases — one class in which 
advice is sought and accepted, another (dass in which advice may be sought 
and not accepted, and the other class in whicdi advice may not at all be 
sought, leave alone the (juestion of a(‘ceptance. 

As regards tlie security j)risoners, the present is an occasion of extreme 
urgency in various matters, because w'e are passing through abnormal times 
in consequence of the wai’. Tht‘ Defence of India Rules have given powders 
which (jovernors did not })revioiisly enjoy. Tht‘ Government of India Act 
plus the Defence of India Rules give to Governors and tlie Executive 
Authorities powers which they cannot exercise in normal times. If in 
these circumstances the Military authorities or the Police in the Intelli- 
p:ence Branch or any other Department give the advice that Dr. Sanyal 
should be put in custody . 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Why do you take my name every 
time? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I am sorry, but I have .to 
take a concrete case. Supposing they say that it is essential to keep 
Dr. Sanyal in custody to ensure peace and tranquillity, I submit that in the 
last resort the decision of His Excellency must prevail. There had been 
cases in which 1 thought tha/ neither arrest nor detention wa.s justified. 
I have tendered that advice to His Excellency. But in the exercise of his 
individual judgment or discretion, whatever it may be, he has thought fit 
to override my advice. 

Dr. NALiNAK8HA 8ANYAL: Shame, shame. 

Tho Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I am not responsible for that. 
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Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Shame on those who override your 
advice. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Shame is not a parliamentary expres- 
sion. 

The Hon’bid Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Just as I have the rifjfht to 
con.sider on the merits of the case that detention was not justified, the 
Governor overriding? my advice has also the periect ri^ht of holding that 
it was justified not merely from the point of view of my advice but also 
from the point of view of advice tendered by others . 

Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Who aie not legally entitled to give 
any advice. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Under the Statute the 
Governor has the right to ask tor facts on which he cun form his judgment. 
Well, Sir, the order is passed and the man is kept in ('ust»)dy. Giu'e the 
man is in custody, it be(‘omes a duty of the Minister to see that he is given 
proper attention and that he has no reason for any grievance which need 
not exist. In any case it becomes the duty of the Minister to sec that 
consistent with the reciuiremcnts of public .safety the pris»)ners kept in 
custody ma> be made as comfoi table as possible and from that point of 
view the question of occasional leave, the (piesrion of allowance, tht‘ (|uestion 
of allowance to family members, etc., are of the utmost imi)ortance, and 
if in these matters there are reasons for complaint, I most respectfully 
submit that I have always been ready, willing and most anxious i») remove 
those causes of complaint, whenever they are brought to m> notice. Here 
and now 1 give a solemn undertaking that if I am t'onvinced that a 
prisoner is suffering hardship unnecessarily in jail I shall do my best to 
remove that. If 1 do not, any member will be at liberty to expose my 
action by putting (questions in this Houst*. 

I have not been able to make out a complete list, but I will read to the 
House very briefly what I have been able to do in these matters. 

The exi.sting rate of diet ullowan<*e of H annas b pies per head per day 
has been raised to 12 annas with effect from August 1, U142. 

I am of opinion that this increase is not enough, and I am trying to 
take steps to see that it is further increased. 

The existing scale of clothing has been increased by one <lhoti, one 
genji, one pair of woollen socks, and one extra pair of .sandals. 

The limit of private cash permissible to a security prisoner in jail has 
Jjeen raised from Rs. 10 a month to Rs. 2(5. Permission has also been 
granted for the pooling of these funds for the benefit of all the security 
prisoner^ in any particular jail should the jlVisoners so wish. 

It has been decided to liberalize the* policy of the yoverninent with 
regard to the grant of family allowances by sanctioning them not only in 
cases of absolute and ivoved necessity but also in cases in which it can ba 
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proved that the detention of the individual has deprived the family of a 
legitimate soiiree of income or has resulted in the family’s falling into 
debt. 

I may im-iition to the Hous»* that up till now a sum of Rs. 75 per month 
has h(‘eii granted to tlie famil\ of a security juisoner. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: i)n] y in one case. 

The Hon'ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: It may he one case. 

It has been decided to ])ermit security prisoners confined in different 
jails within the I^rovince to c«ur(‘s]Kiml with one another provided isuch 
correspondence is strictly limited to personal and private matters subject to 
the usual censorship. 

The security ]>risoners have been permitted to write four and receive 
eight letter‘d per week in place of two ami four, respectively, as hitherto. 

It has been decided to make the cen>*ojshij) of letters and newspapers 
less rigorous. 

Rooks on {'(nnmunism written in a scientific spirit will be permitted to 
the seciiritv jirisoners. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: It is something. AVhat about inter- 
views!'' Have you got a imte on that!'' 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQs It has been decided that 
wliere consideraticms of humanit\ /sin h a*' a '^el’lou^ operation on, or critical 
illness, ot a near relative render it dcsirabb' the ‘security prisoners should 
be temporarilx released from jail on such conditions as circumstances of tlie 
case appear to warrant. 

The c(mceshion is, however, or<linaril\ given consistent with the necessity 
of securing juiblic safety. \\ ell. Sir. in thcso matters the opinion of the 
District Intelligence Rranch and the ('riminal Investigation Dejiartnient 

(Dr. N.alinaksha Sany\l: Prevails!) yes. prevails. A final decision 

on two further matters relating to allowance^ is expected to be reached 
shortly after which the rulef? will be published /n toto a> stated above. 

e believe that the modifications of thesf rules which represent consider- 
able concessions will be generally recognised as leaving no reasonable 
ground tor further complaint, and 1 hojie my esteemed friend, Mr. Roy, 
will realise that within the limited oiiportunities given to us b> the (iovt^rn- 
ment of India, further restricted by the Defence of India Rules, we have 
done something to which we can point and say that we have at any rate 
made an honest afteinjit to meet public ojiinion in this matter. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: What about life insurance premiums? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ : Yes, that is a point to which 
my attention has-been drawn and it is being considered. 

Now, Sir, T have got many things to say but I do not know whether I 
will be given time to say that. 



1943 .] 


DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. 


91 


As regards the unsympathetic treatment I may say that tlie allegation 
is somewhat vague. If definite (‘ase^i are made out I shall he prei)ared to 
consider them not merely with sympathy but with a view to seeijig that 
grants can be made in such (‘ases. Before I sit d(»wii I can onl> say that 
I have to work under considerable limitations. It mu>t he understood 
that provincial autonomy does not iiieaii that 1 can do whatsoever I like. 
In many cases I have to act »*ontrary to what 1 could have done, had I heen 
left free to de<‘ide my course ot action. In these cases there are lots of 
difficulties in my way, hut I do feel that the best (‘oui-se for me would he lo 
walk out and if the moment does arise I will not he slow to adopt that 
course because I am fed u]) with the position which refuses me the 
opportunity to concede to what I know to he public ojiinion in \iew of the 
overriding consequences which have heen impirsed upon me as a result of 
the w’ar. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: In view of the statement that has 
}»een made by the Hon ’hie the (’hief Minister I do not press m> motion to 
vote 

The motion of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal that the demaml of IN. o.q.'hOtM) 
for expenditure under the head — lails and Convict Settlements*' he 

reduced by Rs. lOt) was tlien. h\ leave of the Houst*, withdrawn. 

The Hon'ble Mr, A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir. mv friend Khan Baha<lur 
Mohammed Ali has referred to the i ecoinniendatiiuis of the Jail Industries 
En(iuir\ Committei*. The ('ommittee submitted their report on 18th 
Dectunher, 1941, but the jiuhlication and consideration ot the re}»ort has 
got to he held in abeyance till aftei tlu‘ war on a<*count of the acute shortage 
of papei and the impossibility in the juesent emergency of any of the 
reconinieiidat ions being given <*fiect t(o That is the position. 

Tile iiKition of Khan Bahadur Mohammed Ali that the demand of 
Rs .'),4d,()()() for expendiiuie under the hea«l — Jails :md Convict 

Settlements'’ he reduced by Rs. 100, was then ]Mit and lost 

The main motion ot the Hon'ble Mr. A. K. Fazlul Hmj ihal a sum of 
Rs. o.Jd.OOO lie granted for expendifure under the head “'.^^8— Jails and 
Con\iet Settlements" during the eurrent year, was then put and agreeil to. 

29 — Polica, 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, on the leeomniendatioii 
of His Excelleiic\ the (jovenior I beg to move that a sum of Rs. ‘>?l,4i^,009 
he graiifed for exjienditure under the head — ]’oliee”#dui ing flie curient 
year. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Sir, I beg to move that the demaml 
of Rs. 21,42,0(X) for expenditure under the ffiead “29 — Police’’ he reduced 
by Rs. 100. Sir, I move this motion with a view to raising a discussion 
about the policy of the Government in the reorganisation of the Civic 
Guards. 
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So far aft the Civic Guard organisation itself is concerned, we in the 
villages have found it merely on .paper. We have been told that the unit 
will be the union board and that in every union board there will be a 
Civic Guard Union. In actual practice, however, up till now we have not 
found any Civic Guard organisation in the villages, particularly in areas 
adjoining or very near to llie enemy-occupied territories. So far as the 
Civic (iuard organisation is concerned, we do find that there is no existence 
of any ('ivic. Guard there. Further, Sir, the manner in which these Civic 
Guards are being recruited is not at all satisfactory. In my own subdivision 
of Kishoreganj we find that the Civic Guard organisation is not working 
satisfactorily and has not satiftfied public opinion there. Naturally, Sir, 
the people of Kishoreganj did not agree to serve as Civic Guards. 1 hope, 
Sir, Government will now take steps to see that people from all communi- 
ties are recruited in the Civic Guard organisation in the subdivisional and 
other small towns, and that it enjoys the confidence of the public. 

With these words. Sir, J <*ommend my motion to the acceptance of the 
House. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, I beg to move that the demand 
of Rs. 21,42,000 for expenditure under the head “29 — Police” be reduced 
by Rs. 100. Sir, 1 move this motion with a view to raising a discussion 
about recruitment and payment of allowances to Civic Guards. 

Sir, these two questions are interdependent because recruitment to a 
great extent depends upon the allowance paid to the Civic Guards. Here 
in the city of Calcutta payments have been made on a daily basis and no 
attention has been paid to the proper selection of the recruits and, there- 
fore, people ’have not got any confidence in these Civic Guards. The Civic 
Guards w'ho have been appointed are there purely for the purpose of 
mainlaining law and order, but for that purpose even it is essential that 
they should enjoy the confidence of the people of Calcutta, but, as 
circumstances stand at present, they do not. 

In the first place. Sir, I suggest that Civic Guard volunteers should be 
given proper allowances. At present the amount paid is 6 annas per day 
per Civip Guard. This is too meagre a sum, particularly in these days 
when the cost of living has risen to a prohibitive height. I suggest that 
the allowance should be at least doubled, if it is not possible to fix it on a 
monthly basis. And if that is done, suitable recruits will be forthcoming. 

Then, Sir, there is .another point to which I should like to draw the 
attention of Government. Civic Guards have been in existence for two 
year?? now and the Civic Guard authority have had sufficient time already 
to examine the position. It is time now to weed out the undesirable 
recruit-8 and to train the desirable ones. Government should revise their 
policy regarding the recruitment of Civic Guards and they should also 
increase the rate of allowance,.with a ,view to securing a better type of men 
who will fully enjoy the confidence of the citizens of Calcutta. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL; Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, I do not 
propose to move the motion standii^g against my jiame nor will Mr. Israil 
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move his amendment No. 24 in view of the position explained bv the 
Hon^l)le Minister early in .the question time. We may, however, take this 
question up at the time of Budget Demands if in the meantime a eatistae- 
tory solution of the problem is not arrived at. 

Th6 Hon’bio MTi A* Ki FAZLUL HUQs Sir, 1 am glad for the remarks 
that have been made by Mr. Israil and Khan Bahadur Mohammed Ali and 
I may suggest to them a solution. I know the grievaiiees to which refer- 
ence has been made, and I may .say fat on(*e that some of the remarks are 
justified. I think it will isatisfy the honourable members who have rai.sed 
the discussion if I tell them tliut 1 propose to hold a eonferema' witli the 
leaders of different parties in order to discuss the situation arising out of 
the Civic Guard activities in this province. They are a very important 
part of the ,organisation, and it is necessary that their etlicienc\ should be 
brought to the highest level. As ] have said, some of the remarks are 

ju^tifie<l, and we are looking into -this question, and it would helj) us if 

suggestions are given to me, and if the idea of the conference materialises 
I hope we will be able to come to a satisfac’tory conclusion. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: In view of the re])ly given — it ia 
an encouraging reply and the Hon’ble Minister has admitted that these 
grievances are legitimate and he will look into the matter — we want the 
permiBsion of the House to withdraw our motions. 

The motions of Maulvi Muhammad Israil tliat the demand of 

Rb. 21,42,(100 for exi)enditure under the head “20 — INdice" be reduced by 
Rs. 100 and Khan Baliadur Mohammed Ali that the demand of 

Rs. 21,42,000 for expenditure under the head “20 — Police” be r»*duced by 
Rs. 100 w’ere then, by leave of the House, withdrawn. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. A. K. Fayjlul IIiKj that a sum of 
Rb. 21,42,000 be grunted for expenditure under the luuid “20 -Ibdice’' 
during the current year was then put land agreed to. 

Mfi DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. Basu, you nmve your motion for 
“Extraordinary Charges.” 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U; We thought that 

“Medical” would now be taken up. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: We have already given (jur intention 
that we take up “Extraordinary Charges” next. 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BASU: Hut that was the 

arrangement by the Whips of Government. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Wliip.s of Government have nothing to 
do. It is the privilege of the Opposition to select cut motions. 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Sir, I have to 
enter a protest because Government have got to know just what tiie position 
is. 
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Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Government is supposed to be prepared 
for everything. 

The Hon'ble Mr. PRAMATHA MATH BANERJEE: Government is not 
supposed to be prepared for everything. It is most unfair on the part of 
the Opposition not to give us notiee even of half an hour as to what subjects 
we are to concentrate upon. Sir, you should ask the Opposition to give 
notice to Government as to the items on which to concentrate, otherwise 
the position is extremely embarrassing. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. Hanerjee, the practice is that the 
Opposition will get the privilege of choosing their motions. If it is their 
intention, they may or they may not move. I got a note signed by the two 
Whips of the Opposition. I handed this over to the Whip of the Govern- 
ment, and I requested him to intimate to the respective Ministers. It is 
not my fault. 

Mr. YUSUF MIRZA: Sir, I was given to understand that “Medical” 
will be taken up first. This chit must have been given to you a little 
later. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: That slip was all along with him. 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: So far os I am concerned, 
I was told about two minutes ago that the next item will be “Medical,” 
and I was prepared for the same. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: You must have been misguided hv vour 
Whip. 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: I would appeal to you. 
Sir, as the Deputy S]»eaker of the House, to see that no surprise is sprung 
upon Government in the way in which it is being sought to be done in the 
exercise (»f what is ('ailed their rights and privileges. 

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. Basu, the ditticulty is that I will have 
to finish Government business and the guillotine will fall on Monday at 
tl-dO. It is better that you agree with the Oj)])osition. “Extraordinary 
Charge's, ’’ “Police” and su(‘h others are very big items. There are other 
minor items on whii'h probably the Opposition will not move cut motions. 
So it is better to take up these bigger items first. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Mr. Deputy Speaker, the practice 
in the past has been that the selection of the cut motions of course rested 
with the Opposition, but the whole House should have an opportunity to 
know beforehand whii'h cut m^itions are being moved in the House. Not 
only the Ministers but the members of the Government Party are entitled, 
to know which cut motions are going to be moved first. If the Opposition 
springs a surprise, how can the members on this side of the House do 
justice to the disposal of the motions? We pray that you will be kind 
enough to enquire from the Opposition which motions they are going to 
move and also let us know about them. 
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Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I am .-iorry. it i.s not my business. We 
circulated these cut motions and for paper economy I ^mve instn.etions 
not to reprint. The motions will he chosen by the Opposition, and it is 
the business ot the (iovernment Whips to ascertain all these thilijrs. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: f.et (iovcrnmcn, their own 

motions. \\ e do not want to wa.ste the time of the House. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: Ves. Mr. Has,,. ,ou cat, move -Mclicar’. 

38 — Medical. 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: .s,,. on the recon.menda- 
tion of His Excellenc., the Governor I betr to move that a sum of 
Rs. 27.000 be granted for e.xpenditure under the head “38— Medical" 
during the current year. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

40 — Agriculture. 

The Hon»ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi HASHEM ALI KHAN: Sir, un 
the recommendation of His Excellency the (jovernor I beg to move that a 

sum of Es. 17,95,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “40 

Agriculture” during the current year. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, I beg to move that the demand 
of Es. 17,95,000 for expenditure under the head ”40— Agriculture” be 
reduced by Es. 100. Sir. I ni(»ve this motion to raise a dist'ussion about 
the failure of the “(trow More Food” Campaign, 

In this connection I want to submit that it is known to everybody that 
this “Grow More Food” (’umpaign has t-otully failed and a very peculiar 
situation has been created, .^jiecially after the publication of the report of 
Government that there i> a shortage of praeti(‘ally one-third of the essential 
food requirements ot the province. The other duv , in reply to a question 
put in the Upper Hou.se, the Hon’ble Minister stated that the present stock 
of supply of food-grains is almost two-thirds of the reijuirement of the 
province. Therefore, the Government have been criminally negligent of 
the essential re(|iiiremeiitH of the people oi thi.s province. 

In this eonnef'tion. Sir, 1 want to .submit that instead ot issuing posters, 
circulars, etc.. Government might have profitably utilist*d ilie officers in a 
more successful way by utilising the .services of the man-power which we 
have in the province. At the present moment Bengal has to feed not only 
her own people but a standing army of several lakhs and, therefore, there 
is an additional strain on her food resources. In other countries, the army 
which is not working in the battle-field has been utili.sdd for cultivation of 
lands that are fallow. In this province wt have a large standing reserve 
of man-power which if (iovernment so desire could profitably be utilised 
in bringing under cultivation fallow and Jwirren lands that are lying in 
the province. We hare large and vast tracts of such lands which could 
have been brought under cultivation But which actually have not been 
80 brought under cultivation. If the army which is at the present moment 
7 
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stationed in many parts of East Bengal eould be utilised effectively, we 
would Lave no difficulty in producing the normal requirements of the 
province. Sir, I make this suggestion with full responsibility, and I hope 
that (Toveriiment will accept it. I would go so far as to say that this 
practice is in vogue in many other countries of the world. 

Sir, there is another thing. Government could have released a large 
portion of the land which is now under cultivation of jute if they bad 
fixed a proper quota. But they have failed to do so. The actual sowing 
of jute has already started and more land has been utilised for jute. 
Government have fixed 8 annas jute acreage instead of 4 annas and have 
also encroached upon land which could have been profitably utilised for 
the cultivation of paddy and other food-grains. 1 submit, Sir, that Govern- 
ment have failed to supply proper seeds for food-grains, vegetables and 
rice. They could have effectively tackled this problem instead of spending 
money by appointing highly paid officers who have done nothing except 
issuing ])am])hlets, circulars and posters which liave been utilised only for 
the purj)ose of preparing paper bags and containers at the time of purchase 
in hats and bazaars of this province. No useful purpose has been served 
by this waste of money. I think Government will do well in acce})ting 
my suggestion and utilising the service.s of the huge man-i>ower that we 
have lying idle in the ranks of the army at the present moment. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Dr. San\al, are you ni(jving your motion?' 

Dfi NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: No, Sir. I -shall only >pcak on this 
motion. 1 would invite the attention of the Ilon’ble Minister concerned 
to the catalogue of items on which large amounts have been proposed to 
be spent under “Grow More Food” Campaign. The first is a scheme for 
extending the use of departmental paddy seeds amounting to Es. 9 lakhs 
and 74 thousand. I have grave doubts if this money will be well spent. 
It has come to my notice that the Director of Agriculture has, so far as 
this is concerned, got sanction and has himself ap]»lied for distribution of 
48,000 maunds of aus paddy seeds only. It passes one's comj)rehension 
how with a paltry amount of 48,000 maunds of am paddy the campaign 
for increasing tlie production of earlier varieties of paddy in the coming 
season can be achieved. 

We have secondly to note that Es, 1,50,000 is ])roposed to be spent 
wdthiii the current year on departmental seeds of mustard, lentil and 
grams. 1 would like to know the details as to how this mone\ i.^ proposed 
to be spent — who are the agents appointed for purchase of these seeds and 
what are the men and the materials by which the distribution will be 
organised. It has been brought to our notice that in the selection of 
parties who are to supply Government with seeds certain considerations 
other than efficiency and absolute business qualifications come in, and as 
a result proper distribution is .bound to be jeopardised. 

Thirdly, there is an amount of Es. 3,28,000 provided for distribution 
of potato seeds. Here I do realise that in Bengal there is great necessity 
for improving the production of potatpes and last year in the season through 
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which we are passing there was a great dearth ol potatoes. Rut I would 
like to have more detailed ex]>laiiation as to how ami wheretrom this seed 
was obtained and distributed. We are already sur])n.st«(l to tiiid tliat 
Rs. 1 lakh was proposed to be spent. I do not know it it has actually been 
spent. Mere })rovihion in the Budget does not mean actual expenditure 
be tore the 31 >t March ot this current >ear. 

Rupees I lakli i^ jiroposed to be s])ent on di>tribut i(Ui of English 
vegetable seeds. I do feel that it lias bemi a great stride fioin Mr, A. R, 
Fazhii HiUj’s great speech on koilu to English vegetables. It has been 
a great imjirovement indeed. But in this conneitioii aKo. feel that 
this “(trow More Food" ('ampaign will not lead to an\ thing but spending 
or wantonly wasting money on things which are not so much needed, 
while denying money on things which are much more nei’essai) for our 
villagers. 

Fouithl\. Sir, we notice a scheme for purchase ami distribution of 
improved seed cuttings of sugarcane involving Rs. MJti.OIM). So far as 
distribution of sugarcane seedlings is concerned, I do not know whether you 
would call this amount an expenditure under “(irrow Mon* Food" Campaign. 
Of course sugarcane improvement i.s necessary. 1 do realise that, but it is 
an entirely different i.ssue. It does not surely relieve jieopb^ from starva- 
tion when they have to solve the acute problem of meeting their food 
requirements. I submit. Sir, that we require more light on these issues 
ami therefore 1 support this motion. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Mr. Deputy Speaker. Sir, so tar as the 
food i»roblem is concerned, 1 want to draw the attention of the llon'ble 
Mini.ster to one thing particularly. This is the month ot t'nl(jun and the 
season for .Miwing nuf, paddy has pretty far advanced. Now if we want to 
have a -’Grow More Food" Campaign in the jirovince in the practical 
sense ol the word we must supply ous .seed. I do not know' wind her the 
Hon’ble Minister is aware of the fact that due to distress in the country 
the cultivators have to consume their own aus paddy seeds. In my ()wu 
subdivision of Kishoreganj 1 am aware of the fact that no less than Id.OIH) 
to 10,(10(1 maunds of paddy seed will be required. I havi* iiersonally 
wiitten to the Director of Agriimlture, Bengal, for supplying seeds to the 
extent of S to 9,000 maunds in my (»wn subdivision, but 1 have not received 
any repl> Cnle^.. au.s ])addy -eeds are supplied, it is no use tr. have it 
oii‘ paper ami make propaganda here and there io grow more food. Govern- 
ment has already done a great miM-hief by fixing S annas jute ameage in 
the province. Freviouslv, 1 am Odd that it was departmentally communi- 
cated confidentially that there would be 10 annas aca*age ami a 
Provinces message gave it as 3 annas. B«t ultimately by the middle of 
.Februar\ we found that G<*verniiieDt deci,sion was to extend it to 8 annas 
ami that superseded the recommendation of .the Standing Committee which 
recoinme'nded 4 annas. I cannot understand how the “Grow M(»re hood 
Campaign can be intensified if 8 anna.s*jute crop is allp wed to be grown. 
Government has issued a press note stating to the people that they can 
grow rice and other {ood crop on the land reserved for jute, but it la 
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commonsense that the people will not do that. What the people at present 
arequire is the provision of seeds, particularly of aus paddy, and also of 
rail crops. That can he more profitably sown in the months of FaJgun 
and Chaitrd, There is one kind of potato which is used bj" the people 
for their meal, but it is not available. This should also be supplied to the 
people. My earnest request and appeal to the Hon’ble Minister will be 
that Government will be failing in their own duty in the “Grow Mor# 
Food” Campaign, unless they supply das paddy seed to the cultivators 
just at the jiresent moment. If the Government repeat the same thing as 
they did in giving loans to the small growers of jute this year, and if they 
do not provide also aas paddy seeds in time and it they come out in the 
month of Bnishak or thereafter, then the entire thing will be a farce. 
Out of Rs. 18,77,000 estimated for the “Grow More Food” Campaign 
Rs. 9,24,000 was allocated for paddy seeds. I think that this sum will be 
a mere drop in the ocean. 

There is another difficulty which I want to point out. What the 
Department of Agriculture has done is this. They want to have the paddy 
seeds from the local area, but I inav tell the Ilon’ble Minister that paddy 
•tjeeds are not at all available in the local area this year, particularly in my 
own subdivision of Kishoreganj. I have examined the situation, and I 
have met many of the cultivators there. Everybody says that he has not 
yet one kotUih or chittak of paddy seeds. It they want to have seeds from 
the local areas and distribute them to the local ])eople it must be an 
.•absolute failure. They must buy tin* ^eeds from an area otlier than 
Kishoreganj and distribute them particularly in the district of Mymen- 
reingh. 1 hope they will take steps to buy paddy seeds from elsewhere. 

iRai HARENORA NATH CHAUDHURI: Sn, 1 have got onis one word 
to add to what has been said by other sj)eakers Sir, last year a provision 
of Ks. 18 lakhs was made for the “Grow M(»re Food” Campaign, and this 
year in the lludget before us that provision has been omitted. We do not 
'kn«>w what results were achieved or were exj)ected to be achieved by this 
•ex])enditure. The “Grow More Food” Campaign was started more than 
41 year ago. but ai)]varently nothing resulted from that. Rather the result 
was in the opposite direction. It is undeniable that if any “Grow More 
Food” Caiiqiaign is seriou>l> umlertaken that lampaign will have certain 
effect on rice production at least, because that is the principal food crop. 
But we find that although the campaign was started more than a year ago, 
last year in spite of that campaign, theie were less acres under winter rice 
•than before. Sir. will you believe it that according to the second forecast 
of winter rice crop Nearly 8 lakhs of acres less came under winter rice this 
year than in the year before? In 1941-42 the total area under winter rice, 
which is the principal rice crop, was lb, 91 4,000 and in the year 1942-43 
only 16,181,000 acres. That means there were nearly 8 lakhs of acres less 
under winter rice. If the “Grow More Food” Campaign continues to show 
such progress tbeiWi surely there shbuld be no provision for this campaign 
at all. On tho contrary, persons who have been responsible for wasting a 
large amount of public money shoilld be brought, to book., Out of 27 
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districts of Benjral 15 districts have definitely less acres umlcr rice— 24- 
Parganas, Murshidabad, Rnrdwan. Bankura, Midnapore. Hooghly. 
Rajshahi. Dinajpur, .Talpaiguri, Darjeeling, Rangpnr, Pabna. Malda, 
Dacca, Faridpur. These are the 15 districts in which there was no 
improvement so far as the area under winter rice was loricerneil. It Tna\ 
be noticed that many of these districts arc jutc districts also. In that case 
the Government ought to have the foresight to fix the area under jute 
properly if they are anxi(»us for the success of the “(irow More Food’* 
Campaign. You cannot grow more food and more jute at the same time. 
Government ought to take that into tlndr c<»nsideration in framing their 
policies Mitli regard to jutc-growing and with rcgartl to food (‘ampaign. 

Mr, ADWAITA KUMAR MAJI: Mr. Dejaity Sj>cMiker, Sir, 

Tel ^ TTl rfnrr^ tjtC^ 

“Grow more food” campaign CT successful T1 TTT?! ^ 

7^ fr I Tt^rm t 

T<^JTtr rr frr I 31 srftsi “Grow more food” CT su(‘cessful 
C'fCT ^^TTfr ^"3 rr Tim *ITTR I CTTT Union Board 

T CTtT i]T 5^ Tl 1 

T1 3it^ <n TRT TTTTT T prTm ^51 ^'9T1 I 

“fJrow more f(K)d'’ eamjniign FTTTF ^ 

T vrtsfrTT CTYTT^ TT^T TTT^ ^ “Grow more food” rCT f 

3rtTr^i ''ttfe tI’ti ‘fTTri^i "^rstr 

rC?nrF I “Grow more food” campaign successful TT^It^ 'STTT ^4^ >TTHlT 
T*T^ bt^irC^T frjT-f TTI i]5T* ^ r^fT7f*1 ^ 

TT^Pi f-m i^TTFf I '^PT Tft fTStl'^PT formula 

TTr* fr^ scheme TTi r^l fb' | tjtFPFl T'^H T^ft I C^«tP7I 

cftS ^ ^^tt ct:ft Tim t'^ ct^ tpi^ 

^t^vftPTT T‘?n ^ TO I fro 1 tp:^ 

Ff^ (PI fl^ TTTTO (?I '^ilTOTTTO TTTCF CTtCT C’l TOfT 

( 7 \ 1 ?^ CTPPT 1 “Grow more food’’ camysugn 

successful T^ITO FtfK f^TTT ^ I 

^Eit? T5)«Ti err -sn'^Pfl ^ rt^TO '^rTO TO 1 

Tir^ ^'^TCTT T?rTTO Tsrftro m wjttpi i (prft 

r? itVc?! fFf^ I 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Sir, 1 believe *that it is a common 
grievance that the “Grf»w More F^K)d” Campaign has not succeeded uf) till 
now. Khan Bahadur Mohammed Ali has rightly complained that the 
services of the Cjovemmeiit officers alone ^'I'lli not be effective to make this 
campaign a success. I would thexefoae suggest that the services of the 
members of this House who represent the rural areas sEould be utilised in 
this direction, and anv member wbojs willing to Lelp this campaign may 
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be encouraged by being given some allowance.s by Government. I say this 
not jocoiisly but seriously. We know. Sir. that the people of the country 
do not attach much importance to the speeches or instructions of the Gov- 
ernment officers. And it is therefore, I suggest, that the services of the 
m<^inbers of the rural constituencies should be utilised by Government in 
any way in which this campaign is acceptable both to the members of the 
Legislature and to the people of the countrs . 

The Han’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi HASH EM ALI KHAN: Mr. Deputy 
Speaker, Sir, before making any re]>lies to the points raised by the 
honourable members in the course of their arguments, I will place before 
the House the measures adopted by the Government for this “Grow More 
Food” Campaign. First, there was a committee formed for this purpose 
consisting of officials and iH)n -officials and some members of this Assembly 
so that they could advise the Government to the measures to be adopted 
for the successful carrying out of this piopaganda. Similarly, Sir, district 
committees were formed with the l>istrict Magistrate as Chairman, including 
officials and non-officials of the district. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: N ot in all the districts, not at least in 
my district Mymensiagh. 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Nm do we kno%\, Sir, of au> such com- 
mittee in Ibikargunj. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi HA8KEM ALI KHAN: Sir I hear 
from the honourable members that every <listrict has not yet adopted this 
measure, but I hope that the District Magistrate of every district in llengal 
will see to the formation of such a committee in his district soon 1 frankly 
admit, Sir, that I am in charge of this de^iurtiuent only for the la-^t tew 
days: I do not as \et know the ins and out^ of this department. But one 
thing I can— — 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALE: On a point ot order, Sir. A very 
important discussion is taking place with regard to the food sujiplN of the 
province, but the Hon’ble Minister .savs that he is in charge of tliis depart- 
ment onl> for the last few days and that he iloes not know anything about 
it 

Mr, DEPUTY 8PEAKER: But what is your point of order y 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: My ])oint of order is whether the 
Hon'ble Minister is in order to give a reply like that or whether the House 
is entitled to hear the Minister who has been administering this depart- 
ment. * 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: 1 am sorry, I cannot force a Minister to give 
reply suitable to a party. 

Khan Bahadur *M0HAMMED ALI: Sir, we would rather like to hear 
from the Minister who had been in enlarge of the department for years. 
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The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: Plonse hear 
me. I am placing before the House the measures that were adopted by 
the Government and what they intend to do in future. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, this is a supplementary budget 
estimate and so we are not concerned with the future. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: Then, Sir, 
a Propaganda Officer was appointed by Government for co-ordinating and 
consolidating the propaganda ami to advise the District Officer^. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: And started the propaganda in Firpos. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi HASHEM ALI KHAN: Now, sir, 

an intensive propaganda b^ jiosters, slogans and leaflets and talks in village 
hats and bazaars was carrietl on by the (lovernment machim'iy Schemes 
were sanctioned for encouraging the sowing of paddy, pulses, i>otatnes, 
English vegetables and ,siigar-cane, etc. 

Then, Sir, as to the distribution ot seeds ami other matters, the 
honourable members said that this “Grow More Food ( ampuign has not 
been successful. Of course, I appreciate the torce oi that argument, but 
I do not fully agree that it has not been sucre.ssful. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: No, no 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: Please listen to me with 
patience and \ou will understand. 

As to the point raised by Mr. ('haudhuri that the acreage \\as reduced in 
1942-4d in comparison to 1941-41^, I think honourable members know that 
ever\ tenth year in Pengal is a .\ear of bumper crop and 1941-4‘v^ had a 
bumper crop, and in 194‘2-4d in spite of all efforts of. and measures taken 
b> , Government for increasing the acreage a.s a result of whicli tJie culti- 
cators cultivated more acres (d‘ land, on account of unfavourable wc‘athe. 
conditions and ilearth of rains in man> places most of the seedlings wen* 
destroyed and tlierefore the cultivators couhl not grow more loo<l- 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: No, no, that is not tlie jiosition. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: Those of 

the honourable member^ who have toured in rural areas covering hundreds 
of miles have found many new lands under cultivation. Put to (»ur mis- 
fortune the standing croj**' of many lands were destroyed which may ut^count 
for lesser acreage to soine extent. 

As to the distribution of seeds, aus paddy seeds, 0 vay friend, Mauivi 
Muhammad Israil. ha^ said that the.se sei‘rl.s .‘should be Hiip|)lied at least 
before the .sowing season. I fully appreciate tliat .suggestion, and 1 have 
already issued orders to the Director (»f Agriculture that seeds should be 
issued immediately as soon as appIication.s*coine forw^ard. Put. .^ir, there 
are difficulties in this direction also. •Now, Sir, if I, supply Pakarganj 
seerls to Mymensingh. that will not do. Each locality refpiires a particular 
of flw#,see<l and ^nles.s that particular type is supplied, it will be of no 
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1186 . We have to find out proper and suitable seed.8 for particular areas from 
the neighbrmring di.stricts or neighbouring thaiia« or unions, as far as avail- 
able, As to the .supply of anmu .seeds the same method has also to be 
applied, and I can assure the honourable members that before the next 
S(»wing hoasoii for (iman crop suffieient quantity of ain/in seeds will be 
supplied to the cultivators when the proj»er time comes. 

Mr. A. M. ABDUL HAMID: So far as the supply of aus paddy seeds 
are concerned, the time is already past. 

The Hon’bie Khan Bahadur Maulvl HA8HEM ALI KHAN : 1 know that 
it is time to sow onv- crop and the seeds will be supplied within a week. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: What quantity? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: What is the 
available (piuutity I do not know. 

Mr. A. M. ABDUL HAMID: Ma,\ I know what is the quantity for 
Pabna district so far as aus seeds are concerned? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: The c/n.s 
cro]) failed in most parts of the province last year and even if I get nvs 
seeds from Assam, Orissa and Rihar, I do not know wlndher the culti- 
vatois will accept them. Tliat In the dithculty 1 am trying to find out 
suitable see(ls for suitable lands, and you will realise the difficulties on the 
part of (ioverumeiit. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Did the Diiector of Agriculture taiie 
any steps for supplying .seeds? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: H( must 

have taken necessary steps. 

(At this stage the Hon'ble Mini.ster reached the time-limit and re.sumed 
his seat. ) 

The motion of Khan Bahadur Mohammed Ali that the demand of 
Rs. lT,9d,()()0 for expenditure under the head “40 — Agriculture” be 
reduced by Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of the Hon'ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi Hashem Ali Khan that 
a sum of Rs. 17,95.0(K) be grunted for expenditure under the head “40^ — 
Agriculture” during the current year was then put and agreed to. 

18— Other Revenue Expenditure financed from Ordinary Revenues. 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8ubDIN AHMED: Sir. on the recommendation 
of His Excellency the Governor. I beg to move that a sum of Rs. 71,000 
be granted for expenditure under the head “18 — Other Revenue Expenditure 
financed from Ordinary Revenues” ‘during the current year. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 
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10— Forest. 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: Sir. on the recom- 
mendation of His Excellency the Governor. 1 beg to move that a sum of 
Rs. 3,84,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “10 — Forest” 
during the current year. 

The motion wa> put and agreed to. 

11— Registration. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi ABDUL KARIM: Sir, on the- 
recommendation ot His Excellency the Govern<»r. 1 beg to move that a sum 
of Rs. 55,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “11 — Registration”' 
during the current year. 

The motion wa> [»ut and agreed to. 

41— Veterinary, 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: Sir, on the 
recommendation of His Excellency tlie Goveinor, 1 beg to move that a sum 
of Rs. 13,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “41 — Veterinary” 
during the current ^ear. 

The motion wa.s i>ut and agreed to. 

Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir. in view oi the large number of 
cut motions being lield over for being taken up on Monday. ma> 1 submit 
that you might be pleased to take up the cut motions first, that is at 3 p.m., 
when we re-assemble on Monday and allow us to proceed with the cut motions 
up to 6 p.m. when w'e agreed that guillotine will fall. From 0 we may 
proceed with the election of the Speaker. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: That wa.s the common agreement. 

Adjournment. 

The House was then adjourned at 1-10 p.m. till 3 p.m. on Monday, the 
Ist March, 1943, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

Tiik Assemhly met in the Assemhly House, Calcutta, on Monday, the 
Ifit March, 194d, at 3 p.rn. 

Present. 

Mr. Deputy Sj)eaker (Mr. Sved JAEAEni)Di\ HAsirEMYj in the Chair, T 
lion ’hie Ministers and 218 ineinhers. 

STARRED QUESTION 

(answers to which were laid on the table) 

Travelling allowances paid to the members of the Progressive Coalition Party. 

*81. Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: {a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charg-e of the Home (Constitution and Elections) Department be pleased, 
to state whether it is a fact that members of the Progressive Coalition Party 
were paid travelling allowances for attending Party meetings from Provin- 
■cial Ex(ho(|uer? 

(h) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased to lay on the Table a state- 
ment showing — 

(?) the number of occasions on which such travelling allowance were 
paid ; 

(n) the number and names of memher.s that drew these allowances; 

(iii) the total amount spent for the purpose; 

(ir) the rates at which travelling allowance and daily allowance were 
paid ; 

(r) the head under which the expenditure was charged; and 

(vi) the rule under which such payments were made? 

MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. A. K. Faziul Huq>: ( u ) Yes 

(b) (?) On( c 

(li) and (in) A statement is laid on the Library Table. 

(/?’) Only three first idass fare.s for the double journev — no lulier 
allowances. 

(r) “2b — Oener^l Administration — CHvil Secretariat — Travelling allowance 
< Voted)”. 

{vi) There is no specific rules. Ad hoc Orders of Government have issu^Hl 
sanctioning the travelling allowance. 

Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: <Will the Hon'ble Minister in charge he 
pleased to state what were the purposes for which these members were 
called ? 



1943 .] 


QFESTIONS. 


106 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: For varioim reasons. First 
of all we had to coiLsidto’ the effect <if the orders passed under what is called 
the Denial Poli(*v affecting’ the ninvenient of boats and various other 
matters. Secondly, Sir, the (luestion of rise of price in the necessaries of 
life was becomiiiir very serious and prii'es were mounting- up and we wanted 
to have a full discussion of the situation and the advantaue of knowled^'e 
of thintrs prevailing- in the inufassil in order to enable us to come a 
decision Then, Sir. tlie (jiiestion of jute acreajre was (onsidered with 
reference to tlie “(irou More Food" canijiai^n and tlie situation 4»n 

these niattm's liad to he discussed. These uere the reasons why the party 
menihei's were called up. 

Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: Will the Ilon’hle Minister in chai^-e he 
pleased to state if any meniher other than those memhers of the Coalition 
Party was called to attend this meetinji'!'' 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Mr A M. Hamid from 
Pahna. 

Mr. SHAHEDALI: Will the Hon’hle Minister he oleased to state 
vheiher any sucli alhnvance was oi\en to the memheis duiiujii’ lln‘ time of 
the jnevious Ministry!*^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I <annot rememher 

Mr. A. M. ABDUL HAMID: I was c.dled onl\ throu^Hi mistake and 
whmi 1 came to attend the me(‘tinir. I was asked to ;ro awa.\. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: So far as that is ((mcerned, 
I do not know. I saw him sitting. Certainly I do not know if anyone 
asked him to yo awa> . I am very sori\ if that was d:me. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ; Will the HotChle Minister he pleased 
to state whether it was the only occasion on which the [larly memhers were 
paid travelling allowanced 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Yes, that uas the only 

occasion. 

Babu MADHU8UDAN 8ARKAR: AVill the H<m Ide Minister be 
pleased to state what were tlie decisions in that meeting and whether those 
decisions were gi\en effect to ]»\ the (roveinnieut !" 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: J ’he decisions ;it that meeting 
were arrived at after discussion and recorded in the form of lesolntion.s 
who h were published in the pres.s. , 

(Tlie next (juestion was called, and Dr. Abdul Motaleh Malik and 
Mr, Tamizuddin Khan wanted t<> put more suppleinenlariM.s. t 

Mr. Deputy speaker: It was arranired In agreement that ques- 
tions will he over in half an hour’s time. ^ We have got lots of (juestions. 

Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN; This is a vory important cpiestion and 
othei questions won’t take more than 4eii minutes. 



106 


QUESTIONS. 


[1st Mar., 


Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: All right. 

Mr, TAMIZUDOIN KHAN: I want to put several questions and if I 
put two or three questions in one sentence 1 hope there will be no difficulty. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: You put your questions. I will see whether 
that will }>e ])ro])er. 

Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: AVill the ITon'hle Minister be pleased to 
8tHt<‘ wliether the lueiiibers ol the European (xroup were invited to attend 
that meeting 

The Hon*ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: They were not, because we 
were diseussin^ (juestions entirel\ relating to the inufassil about which 
we did not think that we should trouble the members of the European Part\ . 

Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Will the Ilon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state what recommendations of tliat meeting were accepted by Government ^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: That (juestion I am not 
prepar(*d to answer. Some were and some were not. 

Application of Conwminal Ratio Rules in services under Government. 

•82, Mr. PUSPAJIT BARM A: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the* Home ])ej)artment Ik* jdeased to state whether there are castes or 
communities termed as “C’aste Hindus” in connection with the fixation of 
communal service ratio (juota in Bengal? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the non’ble Minister 
be pleased to state wTiat are those castes and communities and what is their 
communal service ratio quota, if any? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether there is any 
community or communities among the Hindus whi(’h are not included either 
in (’aste Hindus or in Sclieduled Paste Hindus in connei tion with the fixation 
of communal service ratio quota? 

(r/) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(?) what are those communities; and 

(i?) what is their communal service ratio quota, if any? 

(c) If the answer to (d) is in the negative, is the Hon’ble Minister con- 
sidering the desirability of using the tenn “Other Caste Hindus ^nd 
Religions” instead of the term “CMste Hindus” in connection with the com- 
munal ser\'ice ratio quota? 

The Hon’hle Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) No. 

(/>) Ihies not arise. 

(c) Under the (\)mmunal Ratio Rules 50 per cent, of appointments are 
reserved for the Muslims and* 15 per cent, for the Scheduled Castes. All 
other castes or communities come*within the category’ of non-Muslims other 
than Scheduled Histes and are entitled to the remaining 35 per cent. 

(d) and (< ) Do not arise. 
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Persons detained in Jails in Bengal for political reasons. 

*83. Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the H.m'hle Minister in 

charge of the Home Department he plea.se, 1 to state the number of persons 
detained in various jails and detention . amps in Uengal on the dlst January, 
lJ4d, or on a later date for which information may lie available, a.s— 

(i) prisoners convicted of offences connected with the movement follow- 

ing the arrest of the members of the ('ongre8.s Working ('ommitteo 
in the second week of August, 1942; 

(ii) under-trial prisoners for alleged offen,-es as state.I als.ve, showing 
•separately the number so detained for more than one and three 
months ; 

(jt/) prisoners detained without trial, showing separately the niimlier of 

(1) security prisoners for political reasons, 

(2) prisoners not yet eoufirmed as security prisoners, and 

(3) other detenus; and 

(n ) the number of persons whose movements have been restricted for poli- 
tical reasons ? 

(b) ^\ill the Ilon’ble Minister l>e pleased to state — 

(j) the procedure that is followed in placing under detention persons 

without trial; and 

h/) whether the Minister in charge of the Home Department is consulted 
in each case ? 

(r) If the answ'er to is in the negative, will the Hoirble Minister 

f>e ])leased to state — 

(/) the cases in which he is not reijuired to be consulted stating the 
(1) constitution, (2) the rules and (3) the provisions of ordinances 
or enactments, if any, under which he is not so re({uired ; 

(//) the names of ])ersons, if any, detained without trial against the 
advice of the Home Minister; or without his knowledge and con- 
sent ; and 

(/n) the jieriod for which political security prisoners are proposed to be 
kept under detention generally, and such of those prisoners who 
ai’e members of the Legislature, in particular? 

Tho Hofl’blo Mfi At Kt FAZLUL HUQs (n) (?) 639 on 15th January 
1943. 

(tj) The details asked for cannot be ascertained withynit an exjienditure 
of time, labour and stationery which w'ouldjie unjustifiable in the present 
fmergency. 

(tii) U) 1,643 on 28th January. 1943. 

(2) 142 on 28th January, 1943. 

(3) 2,355 on 28th January, 1943. 

(tr) 3,062, on 15th January, 1943. - 
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{h) The arrests are iuitiaiJy made by police officers in the exercise of 
])owers under the Defence of India Rules conferred upon them (and not on 
Government). The arrest is forthwith reported to Government for orders 
in accordance with the re«juirementh of the law and to meet objections made 
by or on behalf of prisoners and to ^ive them the benefits of the concessions 
enjoyed l)y security prisoners pending the consideration of the cases, orders 
under Defence of India Kule ordinarily issue at once. Later the 

recommendation of the police officer, together with the materials furnished 
in support of the recommendation are carefully considerefl by Government 
and Ihe orders of detention issued are reviewed and cancelled or confirmed 
according to the nature of the information against the individual concerned. 

I am consulted and pass orders personally in all cases in which I consider it 
desirable or necessary, that my orders should lie taken regarding which I 
have issued general directions. 

(r) (?) As I have indicated arrest under Defence of India Rule 120 is 
effected in exercise of the powers vested on police officers under that rule (to 
which I refer the honourable member) and the detention of persons so arrested 
is regulated by general orders of Government under the same rule prescribing 
the custody to which they shall be committed. These were promulgated in 
Government orders No. 47751*., dated the 5th September, 1930, published in 
the ('nicvtta (lazettc K.rfrnordtttary of that date and No. 93, dated the 23rd 
May, 1940, published in the Cnlrufta Gazette of 30th May, 1940. 

(/?) In view of the answers given, each ca.se of detention must be construed 
as l)eing initially effected with my knowledge and (‘on.sent : I am not ]»repared 
in the jmblic interest, to state whether the detention of any person has been 
continued upon review, on a consideration of the information adduced against 
him, against my advice. 

(///) GoviMiiment have no intention of detaining any person in custody 
without trial be>ond the period during which such detention is considered 
necessarx in th(‘ interests of public security. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With referenci* to answer 
namely, “(he details asked for cannot be ascertained without an expenditure 
of time, lalxmr and stationery” relatinir to the (luestion about “undeiiiial 
prisoners for alleged offences a^ stated above shoxving separately the 
number so detained for more than one and 3 months”, will the TTon'ble 
Minist er be ]>h‘ast*d to state whetlier or not a statement is regularly prepared 
and maintained of persons detained in custody in jail for 3 months and for 
one nnmth and abox*e? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: These reports are prepared 
and submitted to Goxernment but they do not come up regularly. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Ma y I enquire if the Hon’ble Minister 
is axvare that in ^the annual rep<^’t of the Jails Department a statement 
showing classified detention of 3 months and more than one month is 
actually published ? 



1943.] 


QUESTIONS. 


10 » 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Tlio.se .'Jtateiiients are not 
punctually made. That is; the trouble. If ni> friend wants me to under- 
take the ascertainment of thi.^ infoimatiou I am very willin^^ to do so, but 
it will take some time. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: What we sulimit is this. As we made 
it clear the other day. a lai^re number of persons are detained as under- 
trial prisoners for an inordinately Itm^^ time and tlie Police are takiujr time 
from the court. This is cau^'ino- o*reat hardshij). I’hat is wliy I put this 
question. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: That is true 

Dr. NAL1NAK8HA 8ANYAL: The sec^md (juestion is this. Will 
the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state, with reference to tlie actual rules 
by wbicb under the Defence of India Kules powers were conferred uiK)n the 
Police officers and nut on (irovei nmeiit to arrest, whether this rule was 
framed or prepared by the Pmvincial Government or by the Central 
Government 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I am nt)t in a position to 
answer that, but 1 may look that point up. Speaking from memory it is 
entirely the i*ix)vincial Government, but I will not venture a reply unless 
I am sure. It my tiiend wants information, I will give it to him. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: There are also many other similar 
questions. It the llon’lile Minister wants time to .study this (juestion I 
suggest tliat it may be held over. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ. It would be very convenient 
if my friend weie tn niakf* out a list of liis (jue.stions and give it b) me 
tliat J may eoine piepared for them. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With refen ‘Tice to the answer tluit 
“ord(*is under the Defence of India Pule 2f»(l)(/y» ordinarily issue at once” 
in oidei tr) give the coiicesNi<)ii> enj(\ved by security prisoners Ui the 
j)M''om*r'«. csiiKeriied, will the Iburble Minister be pleasefl to state whether 
this coiices''ioii was sought by the prisoners or wliether it uas a great con- 
(essinii voluntarily .w/o moiu extended by the Government!^ 

The Hon’bte Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: In some eases I found iliat 
the'^e orders under rule 2b bad been passed. J made erojuiiies and T was 
inbuiiied that between the privileg-eN enjoyed by seeuritv prisoners under 
rule 2ti and th(»se enjoyeil under rule 129 by others there is a gieat rleal 
of difference. The juisoiier^ are ii<»f eonsulteil. I tliink that tlie order 
under rule 2G places them on a much better f(K)tiug when .hey are in custody. 

Dr. NALiNAK8HA 8ANYAL: That we realise. We find that you 
have arij-wered that they are automatically ordinarily converted under jail© 
2b instead <tf being permanently detained -under nile 129. As you are 
aware they are aire^ted and then Government will have to pa-s orders alxml 
their continued detention. It is stated that this continued detention is done 
in the ordinary course without the papiers being looked into by Government 
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At that sta^^, and it i« justified or M>uglit to be justified by the statement 
that tlii.s is r](uie in order to provide the prisoners themselves with privileges 
which are not enjoyed by them under rule 129. Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleaseil to state if there was a»iy uthei remedy to improve the lot of the 
detenus under rule 129 than b.\ making them permanently security prisoners.^ 

Th® Hon’blo Mfi A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: One way that suggested to 
tmyself is this: tloue mu> not be any distinction between the privileges 
under rub* 129 and rule 2(), but a^. the rules at present stand what happens 
is very briefly this. There are a large number of rases which take some 
time for scrutiny, one by one, to find out whether they come under rule 
2(i or rule 129 

Mr. K. NOORUDDINs On a point of order, Sir. Can a candidate be 
actively canvassing before the election takes place? 

(No reply.) 

Th® Hon*bl® Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQs It takes some time. We 
think that during the period that a prisoner is in custody he enjoys some 
privileges and it is wortli while considering wludher we should not do away 
with the distinction between the order under rule 129 and order under 
rule 2(), in other words a.s soon as a prisoner is arrested under rule 129 he 
may have the privileges as he should have under rule 2G. This is a point 
worth considering. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL; Will the Hon’ble Minister be please^l 
to state if lie is aw’are that as a result of the ])iesent arrangement of the 
polir-e being empowered to arrest anybody and automatically detaining 
him beyond the scheduled and statutory limits, abuses are taking place in 
which even without any sufficient reason wlmtever the police are arresting 
a number of innocent persons? 

Th® Hon*bt® Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQs It is possible, rather it is 
probable tliat these things happen. I do not go so far as to say that these 
things do not happen; in some cases they may haiip'Ui. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to cjuestion (h), namely, 
whether the Hon’lih' Minister is consulted iu each case and his rejilv there- 
to that he pa,s>cs orders personally in certain cases, may we encjuire if the 
Hon’ble Minister issues orders in all eases, because he has said there are 
I'ertain gcuieral orders issued and only in sc.rh cases in whic h the Hon’ble 
Minister cousideis it de.siialde or necessary his orders are taken. That 
shows that iu»t all l ascjs are ]iut up to him. 

Th® Hon*bl® Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ* Sir, I refer to the general 
order under which 'the cu'^es of the members of the legislature must invari- 
ably be pul up before me as Vrivileged persons. As regards other cases, 
1 ask for list.s of arrests and if I fimi that there are certain gentlemen about 
whom I personallv hold this yiew that it is unlikely that they might be 
guilty, the general order given is that as quickly as possible the order under 
rule 129 should he cn)!! verted into order under rule and then all the cases 
should be brought up before me. 
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Dfa NALINAK8HA SANYALs Sir, may I invite the attention of the 
Hon’ble Minister to answer (c)(i) in which he refers to Government order 
No. 4775P., dated tlie oth September, 1939, and to the Government order 
No. 93, dated the 23rd May, 1940, published in the Calcutta Gazette of 
30th May, 1940:*^ Now, will the Hon'ble Minister he pleased to state if 
in the first order merely the authority to detain in mentioned and that the 
second order cannot be traced in the Gazette referred toP 

Th0 Hon’blo A* K« FAZLUL HUQs I did not verify the Gazette. 

It may be that the honourable member is rij^ht. I am sorry if referem e has 
been made to somethin^ which does not appear there. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: AVith reference to answer (r) (/'/./), 
namely, that Government have no intention of detaininpr beyond the period 
absolutely necessary, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what 
is the machinery set up by G^ivernment — either by Tribunal or otherwise — 
to ascertain that a person is not bein^r detained beyond the period absoliitelv 
found necessary? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: After the Tribunal reported, 
there is no machinery at the present moment. But if petitions are received 
from the prisoners or through their friends, I take up the questions and 
discuss with the Inspector-General as to whether the prisoner can be released 
or not. 


Petition for family allowance by a security prisoner. 

•84. Babu KHACENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA: {a) Will the lion ble 

Minister in charg-e of the Home Dejwirtment l)e pleased to state whether 
it is a fact that Mr. Preoranjan Das Gupta, n.coM., a security prisoner 
now detained in the Jalpaiguri Jail, has made several petitions to the 
Hon'ble Minister for an allowance to his family? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affinnative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
le pleased to state whether the allowance applied for, has l>een granted? 

(c) If the answer to (h) is in the negative, will the lion’ ble Minister 1)6 
pleased to state — 

(i) whether any enquiiy was made as to the conditions of his family; 

(ii) if so, who enquired and with what result; and 

(ill) what was his income per mensem at the time of his arrest? 

(fl) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of granting him 
family allowance? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ< (a) Yes. 

(h) No. 

(c) (i) Yes. 

(ii) Enquiries by local officers reveal that the joint family is being main- 
tained by the elder brother of the prisoner and their unc'ie, who is on some 
war service ^nd sends^his remittance of Rs.lOO per mensem to his wife. 
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(m) Fixed salary of R8.40 per month as a temporary clerk in the 
Accounts Department of the Calcutta Corporation from the 13th September, 
1941, till the date of his arrest^on the 5th December, 1941. 

id) No. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: With reference to answer (6), will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the Gk)verninent will have 
the courtesy to reply to the petitions or letters sent by the security prisoners 
to the Government.^ 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: That is a matter of opinion, Mr. Roy. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Very well, Sir; I will put it in a ques- 
tion form. Do the (lovernment preiierally send orders that they pass on the 
petitions made by the security prisoners to the security prisoners them- 
selves? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I think the orders are com- 
municated to the security prisoners. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: With reference to answer (c)(ij), will 
the flon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether he is aware that even in 
a joint family when an earning member loses his income his dependants 
receive scanty or no consideration at the hands of the remaining earning 
members ? 

The'Hofl’bie Mft A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: That certainly may happen In 
many cases. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether he is satisfied that in such cases the families of security 
prisoners should receive proper ('oiisideration from Government ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: It is a question on which 1 
cannot say one way or the other; but if the honourable member has got any 
materials in his possession that there is real hardship in any particular case 
or cases, I will be pleased to go into such c ases to see what can be done. 

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Emptoyment of women inooulaitor in Bengal. 

30. Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH SEN: (n) Is the Hon ble Ministei in 
charge of the Local Self-Government Dejwirtment aware that there are no 
women emjdoved by the Government to give anti-cholera inoculation to 
women in villages? 

(6) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desii ability of employing 
women for this puqmse? 

MINISTER in Charge of the LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT DEPART- 
MENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Santoefi Kunwr Baeu): {a) Yes. 

(h) No. 
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Mr. 0. N. SEN: Sir, it has been noticed that womenfolk in villapfes 
for oblious reasons are unwilling to appear before male inoculators for 
vaccination, and in the face of this position will the Hon’ble Minister be 
agreeable to change his decision? 

The Hon'ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Yes. the decision may 
be changed when circumstances favourable to a change of decision arise. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will the Hon’ble Afinister be pleased to 
state what are the difficulties in employing women inoculators? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: The difficulties are the 
following: there is already a deartli of lady doctors and therefore the ques- 
tion of training lady doctors in anti-cholera inoculation does not arise; 
besides one or two lady doctors cannot be appointed for the work ns there 
would naturally be a demand from <>ther areas for the appointment of such 
lady doctors; moreover, the pay of the lady doctor should be fixed at n rate 
higher than that of the male doctors; furthermore, besides there will be the 
difficulty of providing escxirts or carts for lady doctors who cannot be 
expected to go round in villages of unknown localities. 

Arrest of Mr. Debi Prosed Bheduri. 

31. Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: [a) Will the Hoii’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home Deixirtment be pleased to state whether it is a fact that 
on the 21st November, im2, Mr. Debi Prasad Bhaduri, n.L., Agent, Berham- 
pore Bank, Limited, Calcutta Branch, was placed under arrest and since 
then he is in detention? 

ib) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Ministei 
be plea.sed to state the reasons for his arrest and continued detention? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister Im? pleased to state whethei it is a fact 
that he along with a large numl)er of young men has been placed under 
trial before the Alipore Magistrate in connection with what is known as 
the Tolh gunge Arms Theft Oase? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) the number of times the accused in this case have been produced 

before the court and remanded again in custody; and 

(ii) the reason thereof? 

The Hon’bie Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) and (c) Yes. 

ib) He was arrested and detained in connection with the Tollygunge 
Arms Theft Case, 

id) (i) Seven times. 

{ii) As police investigation could not be completed. 

Dr.‘ NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With regard to the arrest of Mr. Debi 
Prasad Bhaduri, is the Hon ’hie Minister aw’are of the latest position after 
the question was sent in? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUI^ HUQ: No, Sir. 

• « 
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Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
after this answer was ^^iveri, he was acquitted or rather discharegd by the 
trying Majristrate <jii the 25th instant and was re-arrested straightway 
under rule 129 of tlie Defence of India Rules P 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I do not know. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Uon’ble Minister please 
state, after (continued detention for more than 4 months when the police 
found no evidence whatever against him, wdiat were the reasons for his 
being re-arrested and placed in detention under rule 129 straightaway.^ 

Ths Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I have not gone through the 
case, but I will look into it. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister please 
tell the House how many persons \vere arrested in this connection? 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: The total number of accused is 19. 
Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that of the total number of accused — 19 
persons — Renuka Das, Hemen Mukherjee and others were discharged and 
let off completely and the others remaining were discharged but re-arrested 
under rule 129 except two — Gopal Mitra and Mnni — who confessed and are 
being i)roceeded against? 

The HOfl’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I do not know. 

Supplementary E tti m ate of the Government of Bengal^ 1942 - 43 . 
DEMAND8 FOR GRANT8. 

68— Extraordinary Charges in India. 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U. Sir, on the recommenda- 
tion of His I'lxcellency the Governor. I beg to move that a sum of 
Rs. 29,97,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “63 — Extra- 
ordinary ('harge.s in India” during the current year. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With regard to my cut motion No. 48, 
Sir, I feel that this concerns one of the major issues which may be debated 
at greater length during the budget and in view of the short time available 
1 do not like to press this motion. We will take the matter up during the 
general budget discussion. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: Are you moving your next motion? 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Yes. Sir. 

Sir, 1 beg to move that the demand of Rs. 29,97,000 for expenditure under 
the head “63 — Extraordinary Charges in India” be reduced by Rs. 100. 

Sir, I move this in order to raise a discussion on the appointment of 
Mr. Justice T. J. Y. Roxburgh as Director of Civil Supplies and of Mr. A. A. 
M(Tnnes as Fixid Grains Purcliasing Officer. 

Sir, I would like to acquaint the House with the circumstances under 
which these two appointments have been made. The Directorate of Civil 
Supplies was, as you may be aware, organised in a hurry towards the middle 
of August and Mr. L. G. Pinnell, the then Additional Commissioner for 
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Denial Areas, was appointed as the Director of Oivil Supplies. We are not 
aware if in this appointment the Governor had the })revioiis approval or 
the concurrence of the Council of Ministers. Rut. Sir, it was an appoint- 
ment which we did not like to raise any objection to, firstlv, because it was 
confined to one of the senior civil service men in the Piovince and, secondly, 
because in spite of all that we feel we know that Mr. Pinnell, the then 
Director of Civil Supplies, is, and has all alonjj: been, a hard-working and 
honest ofiicer. But, Sir, a few months thereafter, it wa*^ notii*ed that the 
Directorate of Civil Supplies required some further strengthening and the 
commercial community in Calcutta as well as the public outside thought 
that in a matter of such great importance upon which the life of the com- 
munity depended so largely, suitable Indians would he found to hold the 
posts. We were very keen on this issue becamse \v(‘ thought, not on racial 
grounds but on grounds of absolute economic necessity, tliat persons who 
are not directly acquainted with the needs and requirements of the people 
of the Province would not he fit to Indd responsible p<».sts in the (hvil 
Supplies Directorate. T^nforlunately, however, Government in their 
wisd(»m thought otherwise and J suppose the Ilon'hle Ministers also gaso 
their concurrence to it. They at the time began to think of not meiidy 
European officials but were also considering the claims of non-official 
Europeans in matters of holding important posts, and, Sir, Iw’oards the end 
of December and the beginning of January when it was felt that something 
should he done to introduce some kind of rationing in the city of (Calcutta 
and suburbs, a small bird whispered that an attempt was being made to give 
the responsibility of the Civil Supplies Directorate to a person who would 
not be amenable to control of the Provincial Ministers ami in order to avoid 
the Ministers handling the situation — Ministers who were, after all, the 
chosen representatives of this Province — a High Court Judge w’as brought 
to preside over the functions of the ('ivil Supplies Directorate. For the 
first time in the history of this Province, executive work was entrusted to an 
officer who ordinarily is supposed to be above the influence of the executive 
part of the (Government. This opens up iinp<»rtant questions of principle. 
I have great regard for the ability, integrity and efficiency of Mr. T. J. Y. 
Roxburgh personally. He had worked wdth us in one of the Sele< t Com- 
mittees, a very imforlant Select Committee of this House, namely, in 
connection w’ith the Money-lenders’ Bill and w^e had the pleasure of work- 
ing with him and found him how' fair-minded, honest and fearless he was. 
But, Sir, the jsiint at issue is quite difl'erent. The point is whether wo 
should permit the High (.’ourt of Judicature f>f this Provimaj to he debased 
to that extent that they would permit one of their officers to he at the beck 
and call of the Executive Government of the j*rovince. Tlie judiciary must 
be kept alM)ve such influences. 

• 

Sir, my ohjedion, therefore, to the appointment of Mr. Roxburgh is on 
the ground of a fundamental principle. In other democratic countries, we 
have found, Sir, tliat the judiciary is sougirt to he kept so riiur-h apart and 
aloof from the Exe(‘utive that Ifigfi ('<turt Judges arc not even permitted 
to take other jobs after retirement except for special enquiries and the like 
where judicial knowledge may he neof«‘Sary. 
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Moreover, here, Sir, we are not quite sure what is the position of 
Mr. Roxburgh — whether Mr. Roxburgh has relinquished his post as a 
Judge of the High Court or the fund he is drawing his salary from and 
whether he is amenable t<> the direotions issued by the Council of Ministers 
who in this particular case are supposed to be absolutely within their own 
sphere of independent activity. Tliis is not a matter for the exercise of 
special responsibility of the Governor, nor is it a matter for discretion 
being used by the Governor. Yet my information goes that the Council of 
Ministers was not even consulted before negotiations were started with 
the Chief Justice of the High Court without whose sanction this appoint- 
ment could not have been made. At a very late stage w^hen the appoint- 
ment was practically a fait accompli y the Council of Ministers was very 
casually consulted by the Governor of the province. Sir, this is another 
instance of wanton interference with the rights and priWleges of a demo- 
cratic organisation like this House and of the Council of Ministers who 
are functioning with the confidence of this House. We shall not put up 
with such interference. 

The second instance is the appointment of Mr. Mclnnes. I have heard 
that Mr. Mclnnes is a fair-minded European non-official. I do not quarrel 
on issues like that. He may be a very efficient person from whom justice 
can be expected, but my complaint is on different grounds. If, Sir, 
Government wanted to take the a.ssistance of the business community, it 
would be only fair to expect that one who was intimately concerned with 
the affairs of this province, with the trade in grains in which he has to 
deal should have had preference; and, Sir, even if a non-official European 
of the type of my esteemed friend Mr. Morgan wdio is smiling now had 
been appointed, probably members of this House would not have 
as much grievance because we know that Mr. Morgan had at one time 
acquired considerable experience of rural Bengal. (The Hon’ble 
Mr. Saxtosh Kumar Basu ; He would have to resign his membership.) Not 
under the present law. But, Sir, the choice was made and here again not 
with the concurrence and knowledge of the Council of Ministers, not even 
with the knowledge of the Chief Minister of the province and I believe 
again specific and definite directions about this appointment were given 
by the Governor of Bengal with</ut any regard to public opinion in this 
province. This Mr. Mclnnes has been provided with a very fat salary 
practically more than 50 per cent, of what he is reported to have been draw- 
ing. He w as drawing Rs. 1,400 in his capacity :is a Branch Manager of a 
Bank in Chittagong, but he is now drawing something like Rs. 2,700 in 
all including a house allowance and a coinpensat^ny allowance for income- 
tax and everything. We do not know' where this may lead to. We suspect 
that there is a deliberate conspiracy to put Europeans in positions of vantage 
in the Civil Supplies Directorate with some ulterior motive. To that we 
lay our strong objection, and I would like the Chief Minister to explain 
the position correctly and properly . Sir, I was informe<l that this appoint- 
ment was made w'jthout even creafmg the jwst itself. The Hon’ble Chief 
Minister happens to be the Finance Minister also. My little knowledge of 
the rules of Government leads me to f6el that this appointment also has been 
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very irregular. The post had to be created first with the sanction of the 
Finance Department, but, Sir, the post was not created and the new appoint- 
ment was made without the knowledge and concurrence of the Minister in 
charge of Finance and the Chief Minister of Bengal. Sir. after the appoint- 
ment was practically completed the Chief Minister was one day waited ujxm 
by two important officials at his house because he actually protested anil 
wrote to the Governor a strong letter of protest. Subsequently, I was inform- 
ed that one of the officers who waited on him noted on the file that the Chief 
Minister had waived his objections, and thus things go on. Even now, 
I understand, there is no concurrence of the Chief Minister or the Cabinet 
to this appointment and the appointment still is there. Not only the 
appointment is there, but large sums of money are being allowed t-o be 
drawn from the Exchequer of Bengal to be spent at his own swetd will by 
this officer. There appears to be no limit to it. A sum of Rs. 50 lakhs 
has been paid out with one stroke of the pen to this officer for purchase of 
food grains. That amount of money was not even sanctioned by the Finance 
Minister. He did not know the position and we would like to know how 
we stand in this matter. 

With these words, Sir, I move the out motion. 

Khin Bthtdur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. ii9,97,000 for expenditure under the head “63 — Extra- 
ordinary Charges in India” during the current year be reduced by Rs. 100. 
I move this to raise a discussion about acquisition of motor cars by the 
Civil Transport officers and payment of compensation. 

Sir, in this connection I have a few olwervations to make. The Hon’ble 
Minister has admitted that no scheme was prepared by Government in the 
matter of acquisition of motor cars and therefore the motor cars were 
acquired in a haphazard manner with the result that owners of one motor 
car had to suffer the misfortune of having their cars taken up by Govern- 
ment, whereas owners of three or four motors had gone scot-free, lliis is 
a matter of discrimination and this should have been prevented by 
Government. I think the Hon’ble Minister the other day gave us to 
understand that he would look into the matter and a better policy would 
be adopted, I hope that the Hon’ble Minister will remember his promise 
and see that in future any policy which he outlines on the floor of this 
House is observed and the owners of motor car will not have their cars 
taken away by Government unless the cars of the owners of two or tliree 
motor cars are taken away first. I hope that this rule will be strictly 
followed by Government. 

Now, .so far as the matter of compensation is concerned, it is my 
information that everything is not fair and ^a hove board. A small payment 
sometimes makes the assessment more than what it normally siiould Ih*. 
If a person is not able to pay anything to the persons resiion^ible for 
assessing the value of motor cars, he does* not get the amount which he 
should normally get. T hope Government will enciuire into this allegation 
and will see that in future there may not be any corruiflion in the matter 
of assessment and payment of compensation. 
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The Hon’bie Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Sir, with regard to the 
cut motion moved by my honourable friend Dr. Sanyal he has placed his 
objection primarily on a question of principle. He has nothing to say 
with regard to the integrity, honesty or the ability of Mr. L. G. Pinnell 
and Mr. Justice T. J. Y. Roxburgh. 

As regards the question of principle, which is involved in the appoint- 
ment of a Judge of the High Court to an executive post under the Govern- 
ment of Bengal, I am inclined to agree with Dr. Sanyal that such departures 
from the general policy ought not to be made except under very pressing 
and abnormal circumstances. Government^ I understand, has so far treated 
the Judges of the High Court with a sense of respect and detachment which 
is due to them, and if any departure has been made in this case, it has 
been made under considerations of overwhelming necessity which have arisen 
in consecpumce of the abnormal situation relating to supplies. Dr. Sanyal 
will kindly remember that the expression which he has used, namely, that 
a High Court Judge should not be made to debase himself to that extent that 
he should be at the beck and call of the executive. — I will most respectfully 
submit that this expression will be wholly inapplicable to the post in 
qu(*stion. Mr. T. J. Y. Roxburgh has not certainly come to be at the l)eck 
and call of the executive, he has come to shoulder the burden of facilitating 
suj)plies to this i)rovince at a moment when that has become the supreme 
consideration in the provincial administration. It is work of a non- 
controversial character; it is work of a very essential character; and it is 
work which is b> say the least of a humanitarian character. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Amenable III Ministerial ilireetion I 

Ttie Hen'ble Mr. SANT08H KUMAR BA8U: I am coming to that. 
Fnder these circumstances Mr. Roxburgh has agreed to shoulder the 
responsibility, although I must say with some amount of reluctance. It 
only shows that his patriotism, his spirit of service, and his sense of fairness 
got the better of considerations of prestige relating to what ordinarily 
takes place in normal times. These are the reasons why all these principles 
to which reference has been made do not apply in this particular case and 
with regard to this particular appointment. He has been called upon to 
put his shoulders to the wheel at a time when the whole machinery' of the 
Civil Supplies Department might have fallen into a rut owing to the 
sudden departure of Mr. Pinnell on deputation, so to say, for the purpose 
of framing a scheme of supply and distribution in Calcutta which be<*ame of 
such (»ver-riding necessity. 

Mr. il. C. GUPTA: Called upon by whom? 

The Hon’bie Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: ( ailed upon by the 
Government to fiame a schemei (Tiaughter.) I do not know wliat has 
given rise to this latighter in my friends 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Your cleverness! 

The Hon’bie Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Mr Pinnell was called 
upon to shoulder the rcsp<»nsibility of framiuL’' n sclieno* for the supply and 
distribution 
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Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Excuse! 

The Hon'ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: a solume for the 

supply and distribution of rico in Calcutta in the very abnormal circum- 
stances which have arisen. It was necessary that the day to day administra- 
tion which is also a very important matter of the Directorate of Civil 
Supplies had to be carried on by one who wa.s very senior in service and 
who as my honourable friend Dr. Sanyal has been j^leased to describe 
enjoyed the confidence of tlie people on account of his intejjfrity and his 
ability. That was the reason why Mr. .lusti(‘e ltoxbui>rh had to be brought 
in. 

Now, the question has arisen whether the Chief Minister was consulted. 

Mr. J. C« CUPTAs Or your honourable self! 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: So far as myself was 
concerned I did not at all come into the picture because it is purely a 
departmental matter being the appointment of an officer in the Commerce 
and Labour Department. So far as the other Ministers were concerned, 
they did not also come into tlie picture unless tlieir res])onsibilities were 
attracted. So far as 1 am concerned, I have nothing whatsoever to do 
with this matter, and I could not legitimately claim or expect that T should 
be consulted in the matter. With regard to other Ministers also the same 
thing applies. The (juestion was whether the Minister in charge was 
consulted. That was the primary consideration which ought to arise in 
this connection. T'ndoubtedly the Minister in charge, the Nawab Dahadur 
of Dacca, was consulted and he gave his approval. Therefore, so far as 
the requirements of the constitution were concerned, they were fully 
satisfied. The next question is whether the Chief Minister was consulted 
in his capacity as Finance Minister. There also the rules of business have* 
got to be looked into. The Chief Minister was away for the time being in 
connection with an important conference in Delhi. The matter was so 
urgent that it could not have waited till the return of the Chief Minister. 
Under the circumstances the next thing that could be done was done under 
the Rules of Business. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: That is, the Secretary of the Finance 
Department approved of it. 

The Hon’bie Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: If the Rules of Business 
provide that in the absence of a Minister the Secretary can dispose of a 
matter which i.s of an urgent character and report to the Minister 
immediately after his return^ and if that is dime, then the constitution and 
the rules are satisfied. In this ca.se that was done in these circumstames. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I^^gall.^ it rannot lV challenged. 

The Hon*ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Wh at ever criticisms 
have been levelled from the points of view* which have hemi taken by my 
esteemed friend do not really arise. At the first sight it in.ay look as if 
something has Ix^en done which is extrtTordinary to a ciytain extent. Bui 
the reason for taking this extraordinary step under extraordinary 
cireum.stanctvi I have /ittempted to e::^dain before the House. 



120 


DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. 


[1st Mae., 


Now, Sir, with regard to the appointment of Mr. Mclnnes, I find that 
the necensity for appointing an officer for the purpose of purchasing food- 
grains on behalf of Government in order to accomplish the task undertaken 
by flovernment of securing supplies for the province as a whole arose very 
urgently when this appointment was made. Government made an attempt 
to find an experienced man acquainted with the rice trade in Calcutta. 
The principal dealers were asked w'hether they could suggest immediately, 
because the matter could not brook any delay, the name of any man who 
had expert knowledge of the rice trade, whose personal standing and 
integrity would be such as to secure immediate confidence of the whole 
trade and the Government. The reply was that there were very good men 
but these dealers in the trade were naturally reluctant to mention any name 
as they were themselves concerned in the trade, and none of them would 
mention the name of any one although they suggested that men would be 
available. In these circumstances, the then Director of Civil Supplies 
approached the Vice-President of the Indian Chamber of Commerce 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: That was after Mr. Mclnnes was 
selected, and after the protest had been made. 

Th# Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: No, Sir. 

Dr* NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I know all about it because I managed 
it. 

Th# Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: I suppose my friend 
knows something about the Bengal National Chamber of Commerce. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: And also about the Indian Chamber 
of Commerce, because that was jointly done. 

Th« Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: So far as the Indian 
Chamber (»f Commerce was concerned, the Vice-President was approached. 
He said that he had nobody particularly in mind and could not suggest 
any name off-hand and that he would put forward names after consulting 
their (\)inmittee. Now’ it was explained to him on behalf of the Director 
of Civil Supplies that they were not asking for a nomination but only to 
know whether there was any person who could obviously be the choice in 
the circumstances. Then after s<»metime 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Not after some time, but the very 
next morning. 

The Hon*ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: On list December 

Mr. M. A. H. 18PAHANI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether the Muslim Chamber of Commerce was consulted? 

The Hofl’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Some of these rice 
dealers who were themselves purchasing agents of Government and were 
prominent members of the Muslini Chamber of Commerce. That was one 
of the reasons why, as I have already said, these purchasing agents were 
reluctant to mention any name. 
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Dfa NALIMAK8HA 8ANYALS The purchasing- agents were not asked 
to nominate any name, but only the Chambers of Commerce. 

Thd Hdl’bld Mfi 8ANT0SH KUMAR BA8US I have already said 
that before. Then we had to fall back upon the Chamber of Commerce. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: The ChamWrs of Commerce sent a 
protest on the appointment of Mr. Mclnnes. 

Tlw Hflfi’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: I am giving you a 
historical survey of the position as it developed. Then, what happened 
was that the members of the Sub-Committee of the Indian C’hamber of 
Commerce, through their Vice-President, intimated that they would prefer 
an Indian gentleman in the Civil Service who would be considered the 
fitttest person. There was hardly any difference of opinion that that 
Indian gentleman would be very much qualified and fit for this post by 
reason of his ability, integrity and experience. But unfortunately he 
could not be spared and detailed off for the special work of purchase of 
foodgrains having regard to the fact that his association with the ordinary 
general work of the Civil Supplies Directorate was of such a character that 
his services could not be spared without detriment to efficiency in the 
Directorate. 

That was the reason why 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL. He could not l)e entrusted with the 
temporary responsibility of this post! 

Mr. A. F. 8TARK. Order, please. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: You are not the Speaker here. 

Jfm Hon’Me Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: H is name was not 
obviously considered for a post wliich could be of a temporary character 
at all because the obtaining of foodgrains from the different parts of Bengal 
would be a function of a somewhat more permanent character, using that 
word “permanent” in a more or le.'.s comparative sense. 

Now, as regards the gentleman who was selected, he was connected with 
a bank in Chittngong, whicli was of very great standing, as its Manager 
and, as such, he had to deal considerably with the trade in rice coming 
from Burma although he was not 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL • Has he ever seen ri(‘e? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: He seen rice, eaten 
rice and digested rice. , 

The .advantage of appointing him was that he was himself connected 
with rice trade in the capacity of 

Dr, NALINAK8HA 8ANYALS Thai is not true, Sir. 

The Hon'ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: I do not like this kind 
of running commentary, on my speech. f[t is impossible to go on in this way. 
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Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: You knoWj Mr. Basu. interruptions are one 
thing* and running comments another. 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BASU: I cannot speak at all, 
Sir, if running* comments are made in this fashion. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: But, I think, it may help you to make 
suitable replies if you listen to his interruptions. 

The Hon’ble Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: But I cannot listen to 
interruptions and speak at the same time. 

However, Sir, the advantage of having a man of that type was that 
he had experience of rice trade and rice dealers who were engaged in rice 
trade without himself l>eing a rice dealer. That was why this selection 
was considered to he a suitable selection and my friend Dr. Sanyal has 
given him the credit for honesty and integrity 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: We have nothing against him so far. 

The Hon'ble Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: and therefore it would 

he pre-eminently advisable on the part of this House if I may suggest, 
with great respect if T may say so, that the work of this gentleman as 
Food Grains Purchasing Officer should not he made difficult by anything 
said in this House because he is entrusted with very important work which 
necessarily will he of the good of the province if he achieved success in 
his task. 

With regard to the points raised by Khan Bahadur Mohammed Ali, 
he lias already admitted very generously that I have undertaken to look 
into the points that he has raised. I have already said that all these 
grievances will he looked into and that every attempt will be made to 
remove them. 

The motion of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal that the demand of Rs. 29,97,000 
for expenditure under the head “O'! — Extraordinary Charges in India*’ be 
reduced by Rs. 100 was then put and a division taken with the following 
result : — 

(After Mr. Deputy Speaker asked the doors to he closed, Mr. A. M. A. 
Ziiman went out of the Chamber.) 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, \ ou asked the doors to he 
t*lost*d, still (me member has passed. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: His vote will not he counted. 


AYES— 12. 


Banerji, Mr. P. 

Oolui, Mr. Harendra Nath. 
Qupta, Mr. Jogash Chandra. 
Gupta, Mr. <1. N. 

Mukherji, Dr. Sharat Chandra. 
Mulllfik, SrIJut Aihutoah. 


Roy, Mr. Kiran Sankar. 

Roy, Mr. Kishofi Path 
Sanyal, Dr. Nalinaksha. 

San, Babu Nagandra Nath. 

Sinha, Srijut Manindra Bhutan. 
Sur, Mr. Harandra Kumar. 
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AMui HaAz, Mr. Mil. 

Abdul Hikiem, Mr. (Khulni). 

Abdul Hakim, Mauivi (Mymansingh). 
Abdul Hamid Shah, Mauivi. 

Abdul Jabbar, Mauivi. 

Abdul Kadar, Mr. (alias Lai Mtah). 
Abdul Majid, Mauivi (Mymensingh). 
Abdm Wahab Khan, Mr. 

Abdur Razzak, Mauivi. 

Abu Hotsain Sarkar, Mauivi. 

Ahmed AH Enayetpun, Khan Bahadur 
Maulana. 

Ahmad Khan, Mr. Syad. 

Aminullah, Khan Sahib Mauivi. 
Asimuddin Ahmad, Mr. 

Azhar All, Mauivi. 

Badruddoja, Mr. Syad. 

Banarjaa, tha Hon'bia Mr. Pramatha 
Nath. 

Barma, Babu Pramhari. 

Barma, Mr. Puspajit. 

Barman, Babu Shyama Prasad. 

Barman, tha Hon*bla Mr. Upandra Nath. 
Basu, tha Hon’bia Mr. Santoeh Kumar. 
Biswas, Babu Lakshmi Narayan. 

Biswas, Mr. Surandra Nath. 

Chakrabarty, Mr. Jatkidra Nath. 
Chakrabarty, Babu Narandra Narayan. 
Chaudhuri, Rai Narandra Nath. 
Chippandala, Mr. J. W. 

Das, Rai Sahib Anukul Chandra. 

Das, Mr. Monmohan. 

Dass, Babu Dabandra Nath. 

Dutu Qufita, Miss Mira. 

Faziul Huq, tha Hon’bia Mr. A. K. 
Giasuddin Ahmad, Mr. 

Golam Rabbani Ahammad, Mauivi. 
Golam Sarwar HosainI, Mr. Shah Syad. 
Goswami, Mr. Tulsi Chandra. 

Griffiths, Mr. C. 

Gyasuddin Ahmad Chowdhury, Alhadj. 
Hasanuzzaman, Khan Sahib Mauivi Md. 
Hasham All Khan, tha Hon’bia Khan 
Bahadur Mauivi. 

Hasina Murthad, Mrs., M.B.E. 
Hatamally ilamadar, Khan Sahib Mauivi. 


NOES-~a6. 

Idris Ahmad Mia, Mauivi. 

Jonab All Majumdar, Mauivi. 

Kabiruddin Khan, Khan Bahadur Mauivi. 
Kazam All Mirza, Sahibzada Kawan Jab 
Syad. 

Kumar, Mr. AtuI Chandra. 

McPharson, Mr. G. P. 

Maftzuddin Ahmad, Dr. (Boara). 

Mail, Mr. Adwaita Kumar. 

Majumdar, Mrs. Namaprova. 

Mandal, Mr. Banku Bahari. 

Mandal, Mr. Birat Chandra. 

Mandal, Mr. Jogandra Nath. 
Maniruzzaman Islamabad!, Maulana Md. 
Maqbul Hosain, Mr. 

Mohsin All, Mr. Md. 

Morgan, Mr. G., C.I.E. 

Mozammal Huq, Mauivi Md. 

Muhammad Afzal, Khan Bahadur Mauivi 
Syad. 

Muhammad Ishaqua, Mauivi. 

Muhammad Solalman, Khan Bahadur 
Mauivi. 

Mustagawsal Haqua, Mr. Syad. 

Mustafa All Dawan, Mauivi. 

Nasker, Mr. Ham Chandra. 

Naushar All, Mr. Syad. 

Pain, Mr. Barada Prosanna. 

Pramanik, Mr. Tarinioharan. 

Pawall, Mr. J. A. 

Rajibuddin Tarafdar, Mauivi. 

Ramizuddin Ahmad, Mr. 

Ray, Mr. Charu Chandra. 

Roy, Mr. Patiram. 

Sadaruddin Ahmad, Mr. 

San, Mr. AtuI Chandra. 

Shahadali. Mr. 

Shamsuddin Ahmad, tha Hon’bia Mr. 
Shamsuddin Ahmad Khondkar, Mr. 
Sirdar, Babu LItta Munda. 

Stark, Mr. A. F. 

Smith Osbouma, Mr. D. G. 

Thakur, Mr. Pramatha Ranjan. 

Wallur Rahman, Mauivi, 

Wordsworth, Mr. W. C., C.I.E. 

Yousuf Mirza. 


The Ayes being 12 and the Noes 86, the motion was lost. 

The motion of Khan Bahadur Mohammed Ali that the demand of 
Rfl. 29,97,000 for expenditure under the head *‘63 — Extraordinary Charges 
in India” be reduced by Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of the Hon'ble Mr. Santosh Kumar Basu that a sum (d 
Rs. 29,97,000 be granted for expenditure under the head ”63 — Extra- 
ordinary Charges in India” during the current year was then put and 
agreed to. 

Interest-free Advances. * 

The Hon'Me Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HU^: Sir, I beg to move that a 
sum of’Rs. 79,15,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “Interest- 
free Advances” during the current year. • 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Sir,*l beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. 79,15,000 for expenditure under the head “Interest-free Advances” 
be reduced by Rs. 100. • 
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Sir, I move this in order to raise a discussion on the irregularities in 
the provision for Rs. 53,00,000 for advance to the Director of Civil 
Supplies for the purchase of foodgrains, etc. Sir, I do not propose to 
inflict on the House a long speech in this connection because I have already 
indicated my line of attack with regard to this item. We found all of a 
sudden a large amount covering 50 lakhs provided for the purchase of food- 
grains and placed at the disposal of the newly-appointed Food Grains 
Purchasing Officer. The House is entitled to know how this amount was 
placed at his disposal, when was it sacntioned, whether it got the approval 
of the Cabinet, for I feel that for a large sum like this to be placed at the 
disposal of any department, the Cabinet sanction ought to have l>een taken. 
My information is that taking advantage of the temporary absence of the 
Hon’ble the Chief Minister the file was just moved round from the 
Directorate of Civil Supplies to the Finance Department and from the 
Finance Department to the Directorate and from the Directorate to His 
Excellency where this amount was secretly and without the knowledge of 
the Ministers sanctioned and placed. The actual language reported to 
have been used on the file was that the Director of Civil Supplies wanted 
to know if the ways and means 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER* Well, Dr. Sanyal, how could you know 
the actual language of the secret document? 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: It is not for the Hon’ble Speaker to 
know. 

Whether the amount w’as available and there was at that stage no 
nuggestion that that amount was made available and the Secretary of the 
Finance Department merely wrote on the file that this money may be made 
available. That was the position, Sir. On that very recommendation of 
the Secretary of the Finance Department without the knowledge of the 
Minister concerned, w’ho is the Chief Minister of the province as well as the 
Finance Minister, straightaway arrangements were made to place the 
amount at the disposal of the Directorate of Civil Supplies, and what is 
still more funny is that this sum of Rs. 50 lakhs has been placed in the 
personal ledger account of Mr. Mclnnes to be spent by him at his own 
sweet will without the slightest check from any Government department, 
from the Directorate of Civil Supplies, the Commerce Secretary or the 
Ixicul Fund Auditors of the Government. 

There is no pre-audit for expenses out of this amount. In the case of 
every other amount spent by Government the Accountant-General requires 
that there must 1)(‘ pre-audit, but tins ]>lacing of the entire sum at the 
disposal of and in the personal ledger account of this Food Grains 
Furchasing Ofti('er takes away the Accountant-GeneraFs pre-audit control. 
This is so irregular that audit rules for spending money out of the provin- 
cial revenues have been compVtely disregarded. 

I would like ^he Hon’ble the Chief Minister, who is also the Finance 
Minister, to place the whole facts before the House, because the House is 
entitled to know the facts fully when large sums like this are spent. 
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Sir, I do not raise any objection to the amount Winjj made available 
for an important work like this. If it is necessary, if the Hon’ble the 
Chief Minister who is also the Finance Minister thou^jlit it necessary to 
come before the House with a Supplementary Budpt't or consulted his 
Cabinet Colleagues and even if larger amounts were found necessary to 
advance for the purchase of foodgrains to stabilize the ])ri(“e of foodgrains 
in the Province, I believe every section of the House would readily agree 
to make available even larger sums. But that was not the point. The 
point is this, that the amount was made available in a very irregular wav 
and, Sir, it is stated that when things are done by the Governor with an 
intention unknowm to the Ministry, he does it in a surreptitious manner 
with the concurrence of the Finance Secretary. That was evident also on 
a previous occasion when the Otto Niemeyer Settlement with regard to 
this Province was given a go-by and the Provincial Government’s concur- 
rence to the same was given by the Finance Secretary at a time when the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge was not available and a most serious repercus- 
sion of that has now devolved on this province. I submit, Sir, that if 
routine w’ork is to be done, the Finance Secretary may be empowered to 
deal with routine matters in the absence of the Finance Minister concerned, 
but it must be made clear that nothing beyond the routine work could be 
or should be done by the Finance Secretary on his own responsibility 
without getting into touch with the Hon’ble Minister concerned in advance 
and there should be no commitment whatever on his part. 

Sir, I would like to know* definitely whether this amount of Rs. 50 lakhs 
was placed at the disposal of the Food Grains Purchasing Officer or the 
Directorate of Civil Supplies with the previous knowledge and concurrence 
of the Minister concerned, I am perfectly sure that it was not so, because 
when I asked the Chief Minister, and I asked him personally, he expressed 
surprise and said, “la that so? I am surprised that such a large sum has 
been placed at his disposal.’’ And, Sir, what happened? When I pressed 
this matter, the Hon’ble the (’hief Minister w^as good enough to make an 
enquiry and the dove-cots of the Secretariat just moved a bit. Sir, on the 
l()th January — I will give you the day, that was a Sunday — the Director 
of Civil Supplies, along w’ith the Secretary of the Finance Department, 
went and saw the Hon’ble Chief Minister in his house and something 
transpired there wdiich we do not know’, but subsequently we fmind that 
the amount was placed and evidently, Sir, although there was no definilc 
order passed by the Finance Minister, the provision w’as made. There was 
no order, but there was some entry on the file; probably the (,'hief Minister 
had verbally agreed and there was some entry to thak effect . I submit. 
Sir, that whatever might have been done •in the past, things of this 
character must be severely condemned. We will not t(dernte interference 
by the officials or even by the Governor witji the rights of the (Iminril of 
Ministers and the rights of this Legislature. If the ly^^^nslature wants to 
place any amount at the disposal ot an^^ department, it js the I/egislature 
that will do it and not the Secretariat or the officials concerned or even 
the Governor. of Bengal. • 
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The Hon^ie Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: As regards this provision of 
Rs. 5d lakhs to which objection has heen taken I think I have got a more or 
less satisfactory statement to make. I have listened to the whole of the 
speech of Dr. Sanyal and in this speech and in the previous one references 
were made to me as the Finance Minister and certain categorical questions 
were asked. Sir, I confess I have been extremely unhappy about all that 
has ha])pened concerning civil supplies ever since the promulgation of the 
Denial Policy in April, 1942 (Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal: Hear, hear). I can 
only pray to God in all humility that He may forgive me if I failed in my 
duty to the i)eople of this I’rovince. The problems were very complicated 
and various factors came in to play which rendered it necessary for the 
officials to take quick action, and at the same time there were various reasons 
why action that was taken did not conduce to the best results. 

Sir, as regards the officials concerned I gladly admit that most of them 
were extremely brilliant members of the Indian Civil Service and as regards 
the non-ofticials also there are men who have attained the position of eminence 
and dignity in the public life of the country. But it so happened that many 
of them did not actually know what they were doing or could not appre- 
ciate the results of the policy which we were following in consequence of 
their meagre knowledge of the habits and customs of the people as also of 
the circumstances prevailing in the country. In many of these cases direc- 
tions came from the Centre and as far as I remember many things have 
happened to which the Provincial Government did not only not give consent, 
but even entered firm but respectful protests. 

Now, Sir, the question of civil supplies has been handled in such a 
manner that while there is nothing unreasonable on the part of the 
representatives of the people, there was also justification for the particular 
action that had been taken. Generally speaking, Ministers were not con- 
sulted in many matters before actions were taken and in many cases consent 
was taken afterwards. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: That is our grouse. 

The HonTlIe Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, that has happened and I 
will not be telling the truth if I make a different statement in the House. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Long live Fazlul Huq! 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: As regards this particular 
question, Sir, when the provision was made actually at that time I did not 
know, but I submit, Sir, that so far as advances are concerned, they are 
done under departmental rules and I am satisfied now that it is only an 
advance and there is no apprebension of this money being lost. The money 
would l>e utilised in buying and the stock bought will be sold and enough 
precautions are being taken that there will be no loss in these transactions. 
All this money will be recovered. I realise that the point which 
Dr. Ranyal wants to make is the 'irregularity in the procedure which he 
condemns and be has concluded by expressing his hope that these things 
may not happen in the future. *I share that hope and I am sure 
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that unless the circumstances are extraordinary steps will not be 
taken. Sir, the situation in the country regarding toodstutt's and other 
supplies is so very setious that personally I have got my gloomy forebodings 
tor the future. It is, therefore, necessary that some steps should be taken 
which might in some measure avert the catastrophe. 1 may tell the House — 
although 1 have not been authorised to announce formally — that we have 
provisionally taken a decision to appoint a Minister of Civil Supplies who 
will deal entirely with this question and will not be burdened witli any 
portfolio, assisted by a small committee of a representative character. At the 
present moment the difficulty is that the Director of Civil Supplies, 
Mr. Justice Roxburgh, is a person wdiom it is very difficult to approach and 
whom it is also not advisable to approach fretjuently, becuiuse it interferes 
with his normal duties. There should be some one who is charged entirely 
w'ith the duty of dealing with the question of supplies of food and other 
materials. I hope the House wdll very soon have an occasion of examining 
the projiosal and I am sure they will be satisfied with the arrangements that 
are being made. 

As regards this particular (jueHtion, I submit to the hon<nirubIe membei 
that, strictly speaking, there have been irregularities, but on the whole th(‘ 
decision was taken because a <juick decision was necessary in order that the 
Director of Civil Sujiplies might begin his work at once. I have got nothing 
turther to say, but 1 hope that this explanation will commeml itself to the 
honourable member. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL; Sir, in view of the statement (d the 
IIon’l)le Chief Minister I (h» not want to press my motion. 

The motion of Dr. Naliiiaksha Sanyal that the demand ot Us. 79,lb,tH)t) 
under the head “Interest-free Advances” Im? reduced by Us. 100 was then, 
hy leave of the Hou.se, withdrawn, 

*JJie motion of the Hon’ble Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huij that a sum of 
Rs. 79,15,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “Interest-free 
Advances” during the current year, was then |»ut and agreed to. 

13 — Other Taxes and Duties. 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE; Sir, on the rec nm 

mendation of His Kx(*ellency the Governor <d Bengal, I beg to move that a 
sum of Rs. 10,000 be granted for expenditure iindei the head “Id- tfthci 
Taxes and Duties” during the current year. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

M — Famine. * 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Sir. on the re<otn- 
memlation of His Kxcellencv the Govern<>r of Bengal, I heg to move that a 
sum of Rs. 48,70,000 be granterl for exfwnditure under the head “54 — 
Famine” during the current year. 

Or. NALIKAK8HA 9ANYAL: Sir,*l beg to move that the demand ot 
R'^. 48,70,000 under the head *’54 — Famine” he reduced by Rs. 100. 
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1 move this in order to raise a diwmssion on the delay in and inadequacy 
of relief measures in the eyclone-aftected areas. On the last occasion a few 
days ago we had from the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Revenue Depart- 
ment wild happens to be also the Minister in charge of the distribution of 
relief a full-throated account of the wonderful things that the Government 
had done to extend immediate and unqualified relief to the Midnapore 
sufferers. That statement of the Hon’ble Minister kept us gaping. AVe 
could not think that a responsible member of the Council of Ministers could 
permit himself to be misguided by his office note to such an extent as to 
indulge in an atrocious misstatement of facts. 1 have not used the word 
“lie” Sir. I have only stated an “atrocious misstatement of facts”. We 
heard then that the news was received by the Government within a few 
hours. The Government officials here were aware of the position within 2 
or d days and the first relief measure was sent within 5 days and the second 
followed in (|uick succession. Sir, there is one class of lie which we can 
understand and which is a straight lie. There is a second class of lie vhich 
is a Suppression of truth, and that suppression of truth sometimes is more 
dangoj-ous than a straight lie. The Ilon’ble Minister stated that within h 
days the first relief party went, but what were the facts!" The first relief 
party consisting of Mr. Nihar Kanjan Chakravarti and three other Govern- 
ment servants, four in all, of course started within o days. That is true. 
They reached Patua at the mouth of the river Rasulpui about lb miles to the 
east of Contai on the 24ih of October, /.c., 7 da\h after the cyclone. So 
much was true. They went with 900 niaunds of ric e and 200 maunds of churn 
and i/ur, hurricane lanterns^ kerosene oil. mat<‘b boxes, etc. But Sir, now 
comes the interesting part of this relief. They had iust started distribution 
of relief on the 25th of October, but on the 26th the District Magistrate sent 
Mr. B. K. Ghosh, S])ecial Magistrate of the place, seized all those articles 
and stojjpcd the distribution of relief. The local oftic'ials kept the articles 
sent by the tiovernmcnt of Bengal in the charge of a responsible officer of 
Government for distributing relief under military guard and did not allow 
(Uie single grain to lie distributed to the people there. This matter 
reported ])ersonall\ b;s Mr. ('hakravarti tc» Mr. B. R. Sen. the .Vdditional 
C\nnniis'<iioner who was not then ap]>ointed as Additional (\mimissioncr but 
was working as Secretar\ to the Gc»vernment of Bengal in the Rc\enue 
Department, at Pontai on the 26th of October and yet no remedy could be 
found. The whole lot of food available for mitigating the sufferings of the 
ju'o])]t‘ was allow(*d to rot and waste. 

The second instance of tlie \eracit> of the Depaitment in whicli our 
estetuned friend, the Ilon’ble Mr. Pramatha Nath Baneljee. indulged was with 
regard te) what he called the 'Dsue of identity cards and not permit-^. He 
said that this was done only in tlie interests of the relief workeis themselves, 
li'sf somebody tnighf misjudg/* them and think that they were all looter^ in 
that unprofeidetl area. So he strongly protested and said tliat there was 
not one single iftstance of hona ftdv relief workers being prevented from 
mitering the area. A grosser misstatement bordering on falsehood could 

^ 1 . .1 T 1. ' 1 ..11 .....a f oi"! 
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Society and numerous other ^^ocial servi<’e orpanisations were not permitted 
to enter the area tor a lonj? time, and more so, several members of the 
Marwari Relief Society were actually arrested because the> wanted to and 
ascertain the facts of the havoc. They were detained and kept in custody 
for some time until the Hon’ble Ministers themselves who had visited the 
place found the ^ituation as such. Jt is also well-known that persons belunjt- 
in^ to the very area for whom the iiuestion of issue of identit\ (’aids did not 
arise at all were not allowed to jjo to the place recjuirinj^- indent and jnnnediato 
relief. 

Permits were re(juired to be obtained from the local oHicials eNen b^\ the 
local men before they were allowed to enter what the l(>cal representatives 
of (iovernment then thoupfht was a land of rebels. And. Sir, with regard to 
the extejiding of non-official relief in the tow’ii of (Vmtai itself, when one 
esteemed gentleman. Mi'. Satish Dinda. was collei ting non-official relief and 
distributinji the same his house was raided and all articles for relief were 
seized and taken away. It was the official view at that tinn' that for some 
time the people of the area must be taught a lesson and for a time slnnild 
lU't lie given any relief. (Mr. N vgendk.^ N \tii Sen: For a month.) My 
triend Mr. Sen ^ays that it was the recommendation of the officials that tor 
a month no relief sh<»uld be gi\en : ] merely stated, foi a time. 

Sir, when tlie HoiFble Ministers visited the places for the first time on 
01 about the 29th of (hdober, this mutter was brought to theii notii'e and they 
themselves ijromised to look into these cases and 1 bidieve on their return 
to Calcutta some of them at least made sincere attempts to see that the 
position improved. Sir, as a result of all this the relief in that area could 
not actually start till about the end of the month of November. The 
fatastrophe took place on the Kith October, : so foi nnne than six 

weeks liardly any relief worth the name was given and yet in the face of all 
th(‘se unchallengeable tacts if the Hon'bb* Minister-in-chaige seeks to tijke 
relief behind the papers of the Writers’ Buildings we only have to expjcss 
our sympathy for him but no a])preciation. 

But, Sir, apart from raking up old history, f submit that the area 
requires whole-hearted support and co-operation of all sectioiiN of the House 
including the t rovernirient to *^01 things right in that unfortunate land. The 
present difficulties appear to be that altlmugh (iovt*rnm<'rit ha\e placed larpc 
sums at the disjiosal of local officials and although at the moment a mnrdier 
of relief organisations are operating, there has been mm h shortage oi 
materials, particularl\ rice, oaddy and f<MKlgrains whi< h either the (lovern- 
ment are not in a position to collect or even if the>' collect are not in a posi- 
tion to idact* at the disjiosal of the relief committe(*s (jnickl\. Some ol the 
relief committees, hy the way 1 may say, wdio went theve pnttv early, ccnild 
not start with the work for the local officials*did not (juickly define the unions 
to be allotted to ea<’h for relied work. The jK»sition ba" now im}Uo\ed, I 
admit, and I do appreciate the large efforts made b\ (btvernmeiit subse- 
(pientlv; yet, Sir. a g(»od deal more lias to be done. The aiea has to be 
rehabilitated, the agriculturists have to*f)e set on tin* laipl. the cattle of the 
area have to be supplied. I submit, further, that no arrangement appears 
yet to have •been mad^ for opening th% stores for sale to middle class people 
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•of paddy and rice at controlled prices. There is also no arrangement made 
to i)eriiiit persons in that area who have land in 24-Pargana8 or in Balasore 
or in some other surplus districts to take crops available from that land to 
their (jwn respective area. In these respects, Sir, we would request the 
Hon ’hie Minister in charge to see that relief operations are improved. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, 1 beg to move that the demand 
ol Its. 48,76,(M)0 for expenditure under the head “54 — Famine" be reduced 
by Rs. m. 

Sir, 1 move this motion with a view to raising u discussion about the 
dela> in organising relief in the (‘yclone-alfec ted aieas. In doing so, Sir, 1 
must <‘onfess that 1 am not personally acquainted with ihe ac tual damage 
done to Midnapore and other coastal districts. I am also not perfectly aware 
of the relief measures already undertaken, but it appears from the statement 
of Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee, the then Minister for Finance, that even 
the Ministers were not aware of the tragedy for some time. It was after a 
lapse oi ten days that they were informed of the occurrence with the result 
that they were not in a position to organise non-official relief. This, J must 
submit, is a confession that the Ministers were not taken into confidence b\ 
the permanent Kxecutive. Then, Sir, there is another matter on which 1 
should like to lay full stress and that is that in the mattei of giving relief 
urgenc\ i> of paramount importance for if an\ (lela\ oecur^ the result is that 
there is more casualty and more deaths. In that case Government, by 
failing to ask for non-officdal help and at the same time failing to organise 
offic ial help, did a great deal of harm and damage to the people of 
Midnapore. As regards the question of adequac'v of relief we find that in 
this \ ear’s budget estimates substantial relief has been provided for but the 
cause of suffering humanity of Midnapore asks foi more money to be 
sanctioned for that locality. 

With these w'ords, Sir, I associate myself whole-heartedly with what 
has been said by Dr. Sanyal. 

Dr. COBINDA CHANDRA BHOWMIK: Deputy Speaker, Sir. 

^ TOir^, ^ relief vtOTT 5flT’nr=T 

( t ; (?f i 

^pifar (Tfl Telegraphic communi- 
cation ^ I ^ OTC? relief (yrm 

I ;.8C"f Chief Minister Revenue Minister cil?r JfCV 

I C? ^ relief I 

Political view relief 

5^^ I Telegram “Relief must be given irrespective of political 

views and political action”, District Magistrate 'bRIKT officers^ 

(P^ I w ^ 

FWr ^ W non-official relief 

WtinSr "5*?! »rf ^ I XKSWrr^XTT SBnrBrft •Vir »l* r^Iiur ■wtrr»T>lr nitJIfU imtGLji 
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^ ^ I ^^fT< ^ “fTWtprt^ 

redgiiation (yR | non-official organisation ^firr^ 

(TfSin r?r ^ (Tr^ftpr Political movement I C’onUi subdivision^ 

^^>100 movement | 8. ]). 0. order RccR 

OT^ITR FFTS permit^^r f% 3jt?l re^Iief ^Itr^ 

permit rc^ I 

^Nc'i'i br^ff ^rtH non-official ndief worker^ 

rrus C^5T I csrf? fk^ V\cz ftns (7f^ 

im:^ ^ ^ ^ orrd^ ^ i Tamluk 

^subdivision ^ relief 1 

^ GTtt \0 relief worki) ^’1 Grfr^'p '>3 

;.8-'*1^^‘1T^ 5Tr5Tff%^p5 ^ I f^'l^ ^ -stvj 

^c<rr c? relief (pft'stT ^1 ^rfu ^itvitf^ ^10 r.’1?:?rc?J i 

'SI ^ 'BRfb't^' rcTO I JiTR (ypf^ fsrf^’tir ^ttto- 

fe^H ^3 ^=ir^ vc^ rnn:^ i -^wc^ c^NtiTT ^ 

-Stfl? C^tr^l (TT^flr^ C«lr5 ^ l Test relief ^<7 ffil 

iir^C^ ^5W3 Ff^T C^'^<Tt< ^ I C^P^tI7T Fl^ supply 

relief Tts^ I ^r^rc^' (TT^Tl C^lTS ^ I (Tf^ffT^T 

^r.ci-?j] -ql^cs? ilTf CHs'C*^ ^CTHTSJ ^ ’Sft3711 I Director of Public Health 
^ C^JrS ^ G^It? ‘SRT rf?r c,<L(J^t,fe> I ^PtCS^ ^TTfiTrc^ sj-gR 

f%f^ ^ ^ 31 ^ I suggest Legislature^^ ^-sR 

C^ ^"PrfP official 4^* non-officialrn^' ^«rT ^'?fi Tt’t^ 

^Itrs ^1 3t^ ^TRTl ^m3 <1t?7R I 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Mr. Deputy 
Speaker, Sir, tonight 1 shall not conte^jt either the Htateiuent of facts given 
by Dr. Naliiiaksha Sanyal and 1 will not attempt to imitate his language. 
Sir, the cyclone, as T told >ou the other night, took place on the loth and 

16th of October. 1J)4‘J. It wa^ a cyclone of the most disastnuH type whic h 

had had no parallel n<» tar as 1 am aware ,in the history of the province 
during the last centui>. The loth and 16th of Octcdier, were Durga 

Puja days. Even the Secretariat offices were closed between tin* loth and 
^oth Oct(d)cr. So far as 1 kiufw, none of -tln‘ Ministers Wiis jiresent, in town 
tor these (S or 10 days, as 1 told you then, and my statement is document<‘d, 

ami if there is any suspicion in the mind ot any one that that statement is 

inaccurate I will show you. Sir. that the first information of the disa^^ter 
reached this <*eiure — (alcutta — on the lOtlu (»'f October, 1042. You may 
have seen in the Press Notes in those days that all railway communications 
had been stopped lx*>ond riuberia for a certain number of da\s On the 
top of this due to whatever reasons may iJe, all information about the 
disaster was not permitted to be publisheti in the papers pn the ground of 
overriding military necessity. On that point there may be difference of 
opinion but tjie fact^ remain there. • 
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Sir, I rereived the first .tele^?'ram of disaster when I wtas away from the 
town on the 17th mf October, 1942, I got a further telegram 'from m> 
honourable friend Dr. Mookerjee who was at Darjeeling at the time 
roughly -on or about the 23rd of October, 1942. I came back to the town 
about ]2/r)’(‘lock at night and at 12 o’clock at night the Revenue Secretary. 
Mr. Sen, ^came to Isee me .and told me thsit my orders were necessary with 
regard to the question of the formulation of a policy in the matter ot 
dint rihut ion of relief. Midna]>ore at that time was suffering from an 
ahnormal political tsituation and I caused a State Express telegram to f)e 
despatched to the local officials ,at once on the 23rd October, 1942, sayinir 
that in the matter of distribution of relief Government will make no 
distinction and every non-official organisation will be given full facilities 
for the purpose of doing humanitarian work. That telegram. Sir, is an 
official telegram and it can be /produced to do away with the suspicion from 
even my honourable friend Dr. Sanyal. Between the 23rd and the 27th of 
October we had to take our time making arrangements for the despatch 
of certain barges, as I t-old you on the last occ.asiou. When I was there 
between the 27th of October and the Ist of November along with my 
honourable friends Dr. Mookerjee and the Hon'ble Nawab Bahadur of 
Dacca we discovered that every single tree on the roadside was uprooted 
and there was a scene nf dislocation ‘and devastation which had had no 
parallel, as I said, in the history of the province. When I was there it 
was with extreme difficulty that we could manage to wade our way through, 
not merely through these trees which had fallen but thnuygh the bodies ot 
mankind and cattle which had perished as a result of the ('vclone. 

Sir, 1 have had now a survey of the casualties and — I am speaking from 
memory — the -actual .number of people dead i^ about lo.OOO — that is the 
official figure — but the actual number of t attle which has perished i^ 
J,f)2,()0(). This is ,a gigantic task and 1 -can asMire you and tlic Iloitse that 
no efforts at all were lacking on the i»art of myself and my officials in tio' 
Revenue Department for the purpose of organising relief to the distressed 
people of Midna])ore area. A ([Uestion of constitutional imj>ortance arose 
because I wanted to have a separate organisation for the purpose of distri- 
bution of relief apart from the district organisation which was spending 
all its time in the maintenance and restoration of law and order in the 
district and this task re(iuired communication with His Excellency the 
Governor who was not in town. It was Puja time and when I got 
ultimately the sanction of the appointment of an Additional romniissioner 
for the pur])ose ot co-s»rdinating organi''ed relief in the district, 1 had to 
* think about tlie appointment t>f an Additional Collector, of additional 
Subdivi>ional Offii'ers and a string of other officials who were to distribute 
relief and in tliis task I eiignged the services of a number of Settlement 
Kanungoes who had to be transferred from different districts. I agree. 
Sir, that relief immediately at that time was almost an impossibility. I 
agree. Sir. that pi»ssibly if steps could have been taken for the purpose of 
granting lelief then and -there. ’'m}ari.\ a life could have been saved and 
mu(‘h fuii'erv avoided, but m> justification i-^ thi" that i have never been 
lacking in m\ eff'«»rts toward'^ the people of the Midnapore district. It was 
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on the 10th ol Xovemher. 194*J, that the full orj^aiiisation was set up and 
all dasse's and kinds of supplies were beinj? distriihuted to the people of 
Mitlnapore. On and from the 10th of November, 1942, down today we 
have not slackened our eiforts at all. Only yester-nijrht the Additional 
Commissioner eaine hack from a tour of ins])eetion and rej>orted to me 
about the ditii(‘ultie> in Midiiapore. 

One of the diftieultie^ is that a portion of the district has been tt) a 
very larjje extent denuded of its crop with the result that in the coming 
months we shall probably have to find at least oO to tit) lakhs of maunds of 
rice for this district. That is a ^ig'antie problem. IMou^h cattle and 
young* cows will h.ave to be replaced. I have been making strenuous efforts 
t(» do the same, but my efforts have their limitations. 1 advertised in the 
papers for j)urchase of cattle. The advertisement was responde<l to, and 
the idea was to have a cattle centre in Calcutta from whi('h milk may be 
supplied to the babies in Miduapore. But unfortunately, at that time 
came the cyclone with the result that the scheme had to be abandoned and 
the purchased cattle had to go to the Midnapore district wliere there is lack 
of fodder. 

The question of whiter-supply is a still more difficult question. Even 
yester-night I was discussing this problem with the Additional Commis- 
sioner. Tube-well materials are insufficient although we have got some. 
As I indicated to you on the last occasion srome of the tube-wells which 
have been destroyed by the fury of the cyclone have been sunk through the 
efforts of the District Board, but even then we have to undertake the 
gigantic task of constructing what may be called “refuge tanks.” I am 
glad to be able to say that some refuge tanks of great length and breadth 
have actually been >unk. 

Then I was confronted with the problem of repairing embankments and 
as 1 told you on the last o<*casion the emtbankments were 200 miles long. 
It has been ieiK)rted to me—and 1 W'ould like to verify the reports from 
those who have ])ersoiiall> visited the plac-es IxM^use 1 am very iuisy now 
— that all the.^e embankments will be repaired by the end of April, so that 
next year we may not have to face difficulty in the matter of saline w'ater. 
(Dr. Nalinaksiu S\n^ ai. : That is true. The embankment repair work has 
progressed very well.) 

About the question at distribution of relief, in answer to my honourable 
friend Dr. (lovinda Bhowinik’s question, 1 may say this that, so far us I 
am concerned, 1 havt* afforded full opportunity t<» non-ollicial organisations 
and I give my tribute to the nou-i)fficial organisations which have helped 
me in the discharge of this heavy responsibility, ddie number of non- 
official organisations working in that area is about 21, but in these days of 
hardslii]) we can very well visualise the difficulties in the matter of affording 
relief* through tlie agency of non-official organisations. First of all eonKN 
the question of funds; secondly, the question of workers; thirdly, the 
question of qualified medical men wdjose services are now re<iuisitioned for 
war purpo>e». and at that time remeiulber, Sir, when the need of Midnajiure 
was the highest, there were enemy raids in Calcutta and the services at 
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doctors were necessary in Calcutta itself. Last of all we have to rehabili- 
tate all these people. We have to build hundreds of thousands of houses. 
We have to supply them with seeds. In fact, we are supplying them with 
seeds to the extent of 134,000 maunds. We have to give the suffering 
humanity in the district blankets and cloth. We have to give milk to the 
children. I quite agree that if 1 could do more, more should have been 
done, but I have tried my level best to help the district to the best of my 
ability. 1 cannot say. Sir, that my efforts have been adequate, but I will 
say this 'to the justification of myself that no efforts on my part have been 
lacking. I say further that under the conditions in which the people of 
Midnapore were living and have been living nothing better could have been 
done by an^-^ody else. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: On a point of information. Sir, 
M ho were the District Magistrate of Midnapore and Subdivisional Officers 
ot Tamluk and (’ontai, respectively? Did they belong to the -Indian Civil 
Service? And what are their names? 

The Hofi’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE; The District 
Magistrate of Midnapore is a member of the Indian Civil ^Service and, so 
far as I am aware, both the Subdivi.sional Officers of Tamluk and Contai 
aie also members of the Indian Civil Service. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: May I know their names? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Names are not ordinarily asked. 

The motion of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal that the demand of Rs. 48,76,000 
for expenditure under the head “n4 — Famine*' be reduced by Rs. 100, was 
then put and lost. 

The motion of Khan Bahadur Mohammed Ali that the demand of 
Rs. 48,76,000 for expenditure under the head “r)4 — Famine” be reduced 
by Rs. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. Pramatha Nath Banerjee that a sum of 
Rs. 48,76,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “74 — Famine”, 
was then put and Hgre<*d to. 

56—8tation6ry and Printing. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, on the recommendation 
of His Kxcetlency the (loveriior, I beg to move that a sum of Rs. 12,000 
be granted tor expenditure under the head “5(! — Stationery and Printing” 
dnring t}j(‘ current year, 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, although Dr, Sanyal has not 
moved the motion standing in his name, still witli regard to ]>aper economy 
I wish to say something. 

Government is wasting a lot of money, good money in publishing the 
papers called the “Bengal Weekly” and “Banglar Katha.” The papers 
are not actually newspapers; they ^re only propaganda papers of Oovem- 
ment. They print photographs of Hon’ble Ministers for the delectation of 
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readers and they do propaganda. Sir, in these days when strict economy 
is called for in the use of paper, it should be the duty of Government to 
abandon the publication of these papers which serve no useful purpose 
apart from the fact that they are used for making paper bags in hats and 
bazaars; therefore, the sooner this is done the better it will be. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, in view of the fact that 
a statement has been made,. I wish to point out that the “Ibuigal Weekly” 
and “Banglar Katlia" are not used for propaganda purposes at all. Read 
those papers and you will find all the information that you rei|uire. As 
regards propaganda, we have done nothing in the last lo months except 
propagating the idea among the people to grow as much rice as they can. 

The motion of the Hon ble Mr. A. K. Fazlul Hutj that a sum of 
Rs. 12,000 be granted for expenditure under the head — Stationery and 
i^rinting" during the current year, was then put and agreed to. 

57— Miscellaneous. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, on the recommendation 
of His Excellency the Governor, 1 beg to move that a sum of Rs. 8,511,000 
be granted for expenditure under the head “57 — Miscellaneous” during the 
current year. 

The motion was then jnit and agreed to. 

Loans and Advances by Provincial Covornmonts. 

The Hon’blo Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, on the recommendation 
of His Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that a sum of Rs. 00,41,000 
be granted for expenditure under the head “Loans and Advances hy 
Provincial Governments' ' during the current year. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

5— Salt. 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN (on behalf of the 
Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja Habibullah Bahadur, of Dacca): Sir, on the 

the recommendation of His Excelleucv the (lovernor of Bengal, 1 beg to 
move tliat a sum of IG. 1,02,000 be granted for exj)enditur(' under the hca() 
“5 — Salt" during the current year. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir. I beg to move that the demand 
of Rs. 1,02.000 under the head “5 — Salt*’ be reduce<l by Rs. 100. 

1 move this in order to raise a disrinssion on the delav’ in preparation of 
the scheme for establishment of sjilt warehouses in Contai and Tairjluk 
subdivisions and inadequacy of the arrangements. 1 onK formalK move 
the motion. My esteemed friend Mr, J. G, Gupta will go into the details. 

1 would only .sa\ that Government salt \vurehou»es have not been actually 
opened and no purchases from the villagers .started except* small quantities 
by the Hindu Mahasabha and the Fpper India Relief Society. 
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Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Sir, Government declared their 
policy of opening salt gola,i but they have not taken any steps for putting 
this into effect. You are aware that within the next three months the 
season for salt manufacture will be over and if the opening of the golas 
is delayed the i)eople will not get any advantage. The next point that 1 
want to draw the particular attention of the Hon’ble Minister in charge to 
is that at j)resent salt is being sold locally at one anna per seer. Govern- 
ment have fixed Its. 1-14 per maund the price. It is said that it will be 
increased to Us. '1. But we all know that .salt is being sold at Us. 0-4 lo 
Us. o-ti and Us. l-t) is the duty that is paid. Therefore, it is easy if the 
Government w'ant really to help the salt manufacturers to give them Us. 3-8 
plus Us. J-9 which will come to Us. o-l and the price at which at present 
it is being sold is Us. 5-4 to Us. o-b. I may also tell the House that the 
re(u*iit sales of salt which have taken place wdthin the last week are 
'ex-Government godown Rs. 375 per 100 maunds, and ex-ship Us. 300 per 
100 maunds. That being the pri(‘e at w'hich salt is being sold w'hy should 
not the Government consider the distressed condition ol Miduapore and at 
least give them the price at which others are selling in the market. This 
is all that 1 want to bring to the notice of the Government. 

The Hon’ble Mr, UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: vSir, the first point 
that Dr. Sanyal has raised in his cut motion is the delay in the preparation 
of the scheme. I may plac 4 ) the bare facts before the House for their 
consideration. This ccdlection of salt front the agriculturists who prepared 
salt by a crude process w'as first thought of after the cyclone had passed over 
the district of Midnapore. 

Or. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: They have been manufacturing salt 
there for a hmg time. 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: I am referring to the 
colled ion by Government. That is the ]>oiut with which we are concerned. 
In order to push on this vscdieme an officer who had experience in Burma has 
l>t*en a[)j)ointed at tlie end of October, 194^. 

Dr, NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: New offices have alwavs been ci^ated. 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: The officer was sent 
to enijuire into the possibility of starting warehouses and collecting salt 
from the agriculturists and selling it in the market. He proceeded to 
<,h)ntai and other places affected by the cyclone and investigated into what 
he thought was necessary. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: When was this officer appointed? 

Th. Hon'bl. nir. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN; At tho eud of October. 
1912. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: May wo know bi'. ii.mie? Is he an 
Indian offiwr? 

Tht Hon’blo Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: He is an Indian 
officer. He submitted his report on the 30th of November, and after that 
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a 8cliem« had to be prepared for the >am‘tion of Ooverniuent. The first 
scheme that was ^ubmitted to Oovernmeut was in Tuiuiarv, 1943, but the 
scheme had 1o be revised on further reports and in order to meet the 
difficulties tliat liad come to li^ht. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL; Will there be an> u^>Ui befoie the rains 
set in? 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: have been 

constructed and (lovernmeiit have started collectin^^ salt straif^ht from 

producers in tlie cyclone-affected area. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: When? 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: Oovernment have 

started collectinjr 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: No That is not a fact. 

The Hofl’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: This has been goin^ 
on. (lnterru])tion. ) Please hear me. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Please state the facts. 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: 1 am ^Uaing the 

facts. ^ 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will you please ^ive me the data? 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: Five warehouses have 
already tieen started. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: That is not a fad 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN; 1 cannot accept that 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: Pb*ase do not interrupt the Ifon’ble 
Minister. 

Mr. M. A. H. I8PAHANI: The Hoirble .Minister .houbl have lH*t(4*r 
facts to state. 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: 1 am stating facts 
and on the, sc tacts my statement is that we have started we are col- 

lectinpr ‘^51 It and we are paying 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will >ou take a U^t .m tliat? 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: We are paying at the 
rate of Ks. ‘2 jier inaund. There is one difficult v wdiich I must mention here 
and that js tliat unle.ss and until we gei the formal sanction of the (lovern- 
ment of India we cannot definitel\ stun on a lar^^e scale, A telegram has 
been sent to the (Viitre and we expect within a week to ^et their formal 
sanction. And we also expect that the pi4ce will l)e raised from Ks. 2 to 
Ks. 2-8. As regards the iiiadequa<y o4 tlie price that has been mentioned 
by my frieml Mr. (iupta, ni\ inf(»rmation is that salt Ig ffeinj^ sold at Rs. 0-4 
per maund ^as he hm stated. Now' ^ven if we pay Rs. 2 to the producerg 
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Rn. U9 will have to be paid to the Gorernment of India as duty, 3 annas as 
warehouse charges and there are costs of transport and the profit of the 
traders. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Wastage too 

The Hon'ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: There is another fact 
which ougJit to be mentioned here. Tt lias Iw’en reported that the salt that 
is produced by this crude process cannot compete with the salt that is 
imported into Bengal. So, if we fix the price at par with the price of salt 
that is now being sold after being imported from other parts of India, the 
whole scheme may fail. So, the department thinks that at the very outset 
we should not make tlie price a.s high as that of the .salt that is produced 
hy a better process, I mean the refined salt. 

Mr. J0GE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Make it 4 annas less 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: H the scheme 
succeeds, more warehouses will 1 h* started and the scheme will proceed 
faster. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: By that time the rains will come to 
^^ash away everything. 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NAfH BARMAN: Pending the formal 
sanction of the (government of India we are trying to overcome all the 
difficulties that stand in the way and we expect that all difficulties will be 
removed within the course of a wtn^k. 

The motion of T)r. Nalinaksha Sanyal that the demand of Hs. 1,03,000 
under the liead “5 — Salt” be reduced by Rs. 100, was then put and lost 

The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. r])endra Nath Barman (on behalf of the 
Hon 'hie Nawab Khwaja Habibullah Bahadur, of Dacca) that a sum of 
Rs, 1,0*3,00(1 be granted for expenditure under the head “5 — Salt” during 
the {'urrent year, was then put and agreed to. 

8 — Provincial Excise. 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: Sir, on the recom- 
mendation of His Kxcellenc> ilu* (lovernor 1 beg to move that a sum of 
Rs. 1.10,000 be granted for expemlilun* under the head ”8 — Provincial 
Kxcise” during tlie current year. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, 1 \>eg to move that the demand of 
Rs. 1,10,000 for ex])enditure under the head “H — Provincial Excise” be 
redm eil by Rs. JOO. 

Sir. I want to raise a discussion on the failun* of Government to check 
increased consumption of opium It will W noticed that in the supple- 
mentary }>udget mention has betui made of increased consumption of country 
spirits and opium in this province, particularly opium. So, Sir, I am taking 
opium for the time being and I shall handle country spirits during discus- 
sion on the general budget. 
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Sir, it has b^oii stated that this consiiiiiptiou of opium has increased as 
a result of the influx of a large number of evacuees from Burma and else- 
where who are addicted to opium. 1 would not inflict any speech. I will 
leave it to tlie good sense of the Government to see that consumption of 
opium in ihi.s province may be reduced. Let tho.se who come to this 
province to take shelter here only con.sume some food but not try to infect 
our ow’ii population here by various kinds of vices that they import includ- 
ing addiction to opium. 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: Sir, the only reply 
that I have to give has been given by Dr. Sanyal himself. He has already 
stated that this increa.sed consumption has been due to influx of evacuees 
and other persons from outside Bengal. So long as our shops are kept open 
we cannot refuse it to non-Bengalis and evacuees from Burma if they want 
to purchase opium. 

The motion of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal that the demand of Ra. 1,19,000 
lor e.xjienditure under the head “8 — Provincial Excise” during fhe current 
.\car he reduced by IL. KMJ, w a.s then put and lost. 

The main motion of the Hon’ble Mr. rjamdra Nath Barman that a sum 
of Hs. 1,19,000 be granted for expenditure under the head ”8 — Provincial 
Excise" during the current year, was then put and agreed to. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER; Before 1 adjourn the House till fl p.m. for 
the election of the Speaker, 1 would request the Whips of different parties 
to come to my chamber and consult wdth me as to the w’ay in which the 
election ot the Sj>eaker should be conducted. 

(The House was then adjourned till 0 p.m.). 

(A fter adjournment. ) 

Election of Speaker. 

(The Hou.se reassembled at (> p.m. after adjournment.) 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: We will nf>w proceed to elect the Speaker 
of the Bengal Legislative Assembly. Anyone, if he so desires, can examine 
the ballot boxes which are now here. The party whips may examine them. 

(The ballot boxes were then examined by different party whips.) 

These are the valid nomination papers: 

Mr. Abdur Rahman Proposed by Khan Baha- Seconded by Mr. Tami- 

Siddiqi. dur A. F. M. Abdur zuddin Khan. 

Rahman. * 

Mr. Abdur Raschid Mah- Proposed by Mr. Seconded by Mr. Azhar Ali 
mood. Abdulla-al Mabmoq|l. 

Mr. Rasik Lai Bisw as Proposed by Mr. Monomo- Seconded by Mr. Lakshmi- 
han Das. narayaA Biswas. 

Mr. Syed Jalaluddin Proposed by Mr. Yousuf Seconded by Dr. Nalinak- 
Hashemy. Mirza. • sha Sanyal. 
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I I SI Mae., 


Mr. Nishithtt Nath Kun- 
du. 

Mr. Pulin BOiai'i Mullick. 
Mr. Sycd Nauaher Ali. 


Proponed by Mr. Niha* 
rendu Dutta Maziinidar. 
Proposed by Mr. Madhii- 
sudan Sarkar. 

PrO|)()HCHl by Mr. Shahed- 


Seconded f>y Mr. Sibnath 
Banerjee. 

Seconded by Mr. Jagat 
Chandra Mondal. 

Seconded Mr, Md. Abu] 
Fazl. 


Sinee tiien, Mr. l*uliii }b‘liari Mullick. Mr. Aixlur Rascliu] Mahniood and 
Mr. Rasik [jal Biswas have in leTlers withdrawing their candidature. 

Mr. S\ed Jalaluddiu Hasheiin has also withdrawn his candidature. I 
think the House has no objection to withdrawing their candidature. 

(No objection was raised.) 

Now there are three candidates — 

Mr. Abdur Raliinan Siddiqi, 

Mr. Ni.shitha Nath Kundu, and 
Mr. Syed Na usher Ali. 

Members will now juoceed to vote. There are three invalid members, 
naniel,\, Mr. L. T. Maguire, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Abidur Reza (Uiow'dhury 
and Maulvi Abdul Wahed (Bokainagari). Secretary or some officers of the 
department will take ballot pa])ers from tliem and put them into the boxes. 

Mr. YOUSUF MIRZA: Sir. one (d our members, Balm Litta Munda 
Sirdar, does not know how to read. So, one of the officers may be instruct- 
ed to point out where the name.s of dift'erent candidates are so that he ma> 
])ut a cross in the pro]»er place. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER. I think there is no obje<*tion tr» that being 
done. 

(No (d»jection w.js raised. > 

Tin* instruction that I will give to the members is that then* would be 
(i ballot boxes. Ballot papers wdll not lx* distributed on the table. Mem- 
lx*rs betore jiroceeiling to their pidling booties will take ballot pajx^Ts from 
the officers and every memlx*r will be marked just at the door. Members 
will prix ^HxI one b> om* so that other members may not see when a parti- 
cular member marks on the ballot paper Members will now f»r(xeed to vote. 

Mr. K. 8HAHABUDDIN: Sir, may we know what arrangement has 
lieen mad<* to ensure that after a member has recorded hi^ vote, he leaves 
the booth and when another meiiilx*? Mimes, the member who lias recorded 
his Note does not st.i\ tlo're.*^ Nobody should be allowed to enter the 
ChamlxM- till ])ollii.g is tinisheil. 

Mr. M. A. H. ISPAHANI: Sir, Mr. Shahabuddin wants to know 
whether memlmrs who have recoialed their votes wdll be perimtti'd to loiter 
in the lobby and see what other members are doing. That i^ tlie ipiestion 
of Mr. Shahabuddin. 

Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, what we are very anxious to see is to 
ensure that at the time when a meiiiWr is recording his vote in the booth, 
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there is nobody else |>reseut in tlie booth. That .should he ensured and that 
can only be done b> seeing that a second man doe.s not enter the booth after 
a member has already entered it. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, may I invite your attention to the- 
rules which say that this is entirely within the rights of the members con- 
cerned. Sir, you are liere only to make arrangements. If a member cliooses 
to have another friend inside the booth, the rules do not prevent it. You 
will only make arrangements for secret voting. Ballot voting and secret 
voting are entirely left to the members. On a previous occasion, in the 
cas<» instituted by Rai Bahadur Surendra Nara;san Sinha, it w'as held that 
even it a member goes ahcuit and sees somelxMly ]>utting a cross, it is no- 
olfence because the member is not prevented from exercising his right of 
voting. That was the finding of the Tribunal. 

Mr, DEPUTY 8PEAKER: All that I can say is that I wish to inaintaini 
tlie secrecy of the ballot, and if .\ou like, two members of the Coalition 
I^arty and two members ot the Op])Osition may wait there to see that no- 
other member can see when a i>articular member is actually voting. That 
can be done, otherwise 1 can ai)point officers to see that no member is 
allowed to see when another member is recording his vote. I think that 
will do. Members will now j)rocee<l to vote. 

It tlie House has no objection, 1 shall record my vote. 

(He dro]>ped the ballot paper inside the box.) 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI; Sir, I take it that the boxe.s were^ 
locked and sealed before the doors were opened. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: Yes. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: In t hat <ase, you cannot record 
your vote after the do(»rs have been oj>eiied. I (d>ject to that. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: It i^ too late. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: (Gentlemen, 1 have to arniounce the result 
ol the voting — 

Mr. Nishitha Nath Kundn — Nil. 

Mr. Ahdur Rahman Siddiqi — 

Mr. Syed Nauslier Ali — 118. 

Mr. Syed Xausher Ali having .secured the largest nnniher of votes I 
declare him elected as the Speaker of the Bengal Tx*gislative Asseinhly. I 
take this first opportunity to congratulate, Mr. Syed Nausher Ali on his 
election as the Speaker of the Bengal la^gislative Assembly and 1 now 
request him to take the Chair. 

(Mr. Syed Nausher Ali took the Chair amidst loud cheers ) 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Mr. Nausher Ah, before I offer 
you the <‘ongratnlatk)ns which are .y^ur due, let me say a few words of 
appreciation of the lAanner in which you, Mr. Deputy Speyer, have been 
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discharging the duties of the high office of the Speakef*in an acting capacity 
during some troublous times in this House. You have shown that you 
possess, in a very conspicuous degree, the determination to make your 
decision prevail and to keep order in the House and tliat you were prepared 
at times of emergency to give quick 4lecision. Whatever may have been the 
result of the voting we congratulate you on the manner in which you 
discharged your duties, and there are many in this House who perliaps 
would liave been glad to see you successful liad not two successes l)eea 
incxjnsistent. 

Now as regards yourself I wish I had the time to .say in full what I have 
in my mind at the present moment but this is the time to adjourn for prayer 
and I will be brief. I have known you for more than 20 years. You have 
had opfwrtunities of showing your worth in the fullest measure not merely 
in your political activities but also as an Advocjate in the High Court. The 
one great trait in your character which has extorted admiration from friend 
and foe alike has been your transparent honesty, \our integrity, the ooiirsige 
of conviction that you posses.s and the manner in which you know how to 
allow the retjuirements of duty tinnscend all personal considersitions. 1 
consider that this success is only a prelude to greater successes in future 
Qualities like this can never go unreM'arded and let us hope that as S|)e;iker 
<if the Bengal Legislative Assembly you will uphold tf> the fullest extent 
the best traditions of this august House. Now that you are occupying the 
(/hair as Speaker 1 need hardly say that all sections of the House expect 
from you that justice, that impartiality and that allegiance to the sense ot 
duty which have l>een the guiding principles of your life. Sir, let me 
oougmtulate you. I^et me hope that you will have a happy time as Speaker 
and not worried as the {>oor Ministers under the provincial autonomy. 

Khwija Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, on behalf of myself and my inirty, 1 
offer you our most whole-hearted (xmgratulations on your success as the 
Speoker of the Bengal Legishitive Assembly. Sir, I associate myself with 
wluit lias been .sjiid by the Hon’ble lieader of the House and we are 
oonvinced that your reputation as an honest, impartial and straightforward 
gentleman will help you to conduct the proceedings in this House in an 
impartial, fair and just manner to all. I wish you. Sir, all success. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Sir, as the defe^ited candidate, I 
beg to offer you my personal (xingnit illations as well as the C'ongrat illations 
of the little group we are here. I endorse every word that has fallen from 
the Lwider of the House and the lieader of the Opposition and I wush you 
every success in your control of the House. I assure you, Sir, you will find 
all sections ot the House obedient and eager to carry out your orders. 

Mr. KIRAN BANKAR ROY: Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the Congress 
Party in this House may 1 offer our sincerest congratulations t«> you on 
your election as the Speaker of this House, We, Sir, belong to a minority 
party and also to the Opposition, end it is to our interest to see that a 
person is elected as Speaker of this House who would be fair to all sections 
of the House. And from your past r^^cord as a political worker I have no 
doubt that you will be able to discharge your duty fairly and impartially. 
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Further, Sir, in your election there is on added jj^ratification to us because 
you happen to be a Congress member in the district of Jessore and because 
you have suffered much for your political conviction. Sir, I know that it is 
not possible for the most brilliant Speaker that could have been elected to 
maintain and uphold the privilege and dignity of the House without the 
oo-operation of the members, and I can assure you on behalf of the members 
on this side of the House that we shall give you our utmost cx>-ope!xition and 
good wishes. 

Mr. DAVID HENDRY: Mr. Speaker, Sir, let me on behalf of the 
European Party offer you our congratulations upon your election to the high 
office of Speaker of this Assembly, and with that 1 should associate the 
name of Mr. Syed Jalaluddin Hashemy for the way in which he has carried 
out his duties during the past one yei\r. The office of Speaker of this House, 
Sir, is one which carries with it important duties and grave responsibilities, 
— grave responsibilities tor the carrying out of the constitutional (lovern- 
ment of this province and in that, Sir, we know you will be inspired and 
helped by the example which lias been set in the past by the first elected 
Speaker of this House, Sir Muhammad Azizul Haque. In the constitutional 
history of the past six years during which this House has functioned, the 
late Speaker, — I should not call him, the late Speaker — our past Speaker 
built up parliamentary traditions which have enabled us to oarrj^ on in a 
dignified manner during most of the time, if not all the time, in living up 
to that tradition. I can assure you tliat we in this party will give you 
every possible help and co-operation and with that all that I can offer you 
is our very best oougratulations on your election. 

Mr. MUKUNDA SENARY MULLICK: Mr. Speaker, Sir, in adding our 
felicitations to the chorus of felicitations which have been offered to you 
from this House I do not think I should take too long. 1 can only say this 
that we have known each other intimately from 1920 since when we have 
been acting together in various capacities and it gives me and some of my 
friends in this House very great personal satisfaction that you have been 
elected to the dignified Chair. After what has been said by the Leader of 
the House and various other leaders I do not think it is necessary for me 
to take any more time, but before I sit down I must offer you our very best 
wishes for your success in discharging the onerous duties that will fall upon 
you as Speaker of this Assembly. I can assure you, Sir, that you will find 
all sections of the House co-operating with you. Sir, I wish you ell success 
and I hope and pray that God will guide you along the right directions so 
that you will uphold the traditions of the Cliair that you have been called 
upon to occupy. 

Mr. SPEAKER (the Hon’ble Mr. Sy^ JIauther AH): I roust thank 
you all, my honourable friends, for electing me to this dignified office as 
Speaker of this august Assembly, and in doing so I should like to assure 
you all that I will discliarge my duties faithfully and conscientiously to the 
best of my abilities and light. As you ^ve been pleased to refer to the 
difficult position of the Speaker, namely, that it is not possible for a Speaker 
to maintain the dignity of the House or otherwise to discharge the duties 
10 



thereof in a satisfactory manner except with the co-operation of the members 
of this House collectively and individually, I hope, as I have been assured, 
I will your w'hole-hearted co-operation in discharging my duties as 
Speaker. 

Many kind expressions have been used by the Hon’ble the Chief Minister 
as well as other leaders of this House about me. I wish I possessed all the 
qiuilities and virtues that have been attributed to me. I can assure you 
this much that I wdll try my best according to my light to be fair and 
impartial to all sections of the House. I do not think I can take much of 
your time now because it is time for prayer already. May God help us all 
in evolving traditions and conventions in this House suited to India’s needs 
and conditions worthy of the culture of India and the genius of Bengal. 
(Ixnul applause.) 

Adjournment. 

The House was then adjourned at 7-10 p.m. till 4-30 p.m. on Tuesday, 
the 2nd March, 1943, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled under 

the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

• 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House. Calcutta, on Tuesday, the 
2nd March, 1943, at 4-30 p.m. 

Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon'ble Mr. Sy?:d Navsher Ali) in the Chair, 7 
Hon’ble Ministers and 195 members. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Statement of Dr. Syamaprasad Mocker Jee. 

*86. Mr. M. FARHAD RAZA CHOWDHURY: (u) Will the lion ble 
Mini.ster in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state whether it is 
a fact that a Press statement of Dr. S. P. Mookerjee, ex-l''inance Minister, 
was censored and Iranned for ])ublication ? 

(//) If the answ«*r to (r/) is in tlie affirmative, will the Hoirble Minister 
be jdeased to state the reasons thendory 

(r) Will the ITon’ble Minister be pleased to lay on the Table a copy f>f 
the said statements 

MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’bie 
Mr. A. K. Fazlut Huq): (rn No. 

(5) and (c) Do not arise. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the Hon’bie Minister please 
state to which statement does this answer apply — to the statement made on 
the floor of the House or to the statement he issued after his resijfnatiou 
from the Cabinet ? 

The Hon’bie Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The question refers to a press 
statement of Dr. S. P. Mookerjee and my answ^er to that is “No”. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the Hon’bie Minister please 
state if it is a fact that a statement was printed and published by the ex- 
Finance Minister which was censored and proscribed by (iovernment I' 

The Hon’bie Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Not that I know of. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI; Will the Hon’bie Minister ]dease 
ascertain whether it is a fact or not that the publication and distrihution of 
a statement was proscribed? 

The Hon’bie Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Which statement is the 
honourable member referring to? One statement has been banned, 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: ^With reference to the reply given 
by the Hon’bie Chief Minister, will he please state which statement has been 
banned by Government? 
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The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: One statement lias been 
banned, but I am not prepared to say which statement that was because the 
matter is still under consideration. 

Khan Bahadur MOrtAMMED ALI: Will the Hon’ble Minister please 
state if the answer j^iven to the question is wrong, in view of the fact that 
the Hon’ble Minister admits that a statement has been banned and the 
question does refer to that statement? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K, FAZLUL HUQ: I think there is some con- 
fusion in the mind of the honourable member as regards the statement. 
There has been more than one statement of Dr. Mookerjee. One statement 
has been banned, but I am not conveying the information to the House as 
to which statement that was, as I do not think that in the public interest 
I can disclose that. 

Mauivi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: Will the Hon’ble Minister please state 
how many statements have been banned like that? 

Hr* SPEAKER: He has already stated that only one statement has 
been banned. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Will the Hon’ble Minister please state 
whether the order for banning ivas made in public or the order was a secret 
order.^ 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am afraid that question does not arise. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, that question arises in this way. Let 
me explain. The Hon’ble Minister has said that in the public interest he 
is not prepared to say which statement was banned. The banning order 
is in public and therefore the statement that has been referred to in that 
order must be a public property. So, why should the Hon’ble Minister 
refuse in the public interest to disclose which statement was banned? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have not been able to understand the question. I 
should be grateful if you would kindly formulate your question. 

Mr, FAZLUR RAHMAN: Will the Hon’ble Minister please state 
whether the order banning the statement of Dr. Mookerjee which is referred 
to by the Hon’ble Minister was an order made known to the public or was 
it a secret order? 

The Hen’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The expression “order made 
known to the public” conveys no meaning. Therefore I cannot answer that 
question. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the Hon’ble Minister please 
state whether the reason for banning the statement was the safety and 
security of the province or the safety and security of the present Ministry? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The reasons were in all their 
bearings considered by Government before the order was passed. Sir, I do 
not understand the^ idea in the mind of the honourable member. If he wants 
the ban to be removed, let him then make application for it. 



1943.] 


QUESTIONS. 


147 


Ufa FAZLUR RAHMAM! On a point of order. Sir. Whatever may he 
the anxiety of the honourable members of this House that is not the busi- 
ness of the Hon’ble Minister to know. The Hon’ble Minister is hero to ^^ive 
information to the House. Therefore my point of order is 

Mr. SPEAKER: I see that the question was witli regard to a press 
statement of Dr. 8. P. Mookerjee and the answer was “No”. In course of 
certain supplementary questions the Hoirble the ('hiof Minister made a 
statement that a certain statement was banned, and 1 have allowed a sort 
of cross-examination on these questions up till now. But to me it appears 
that these questions are practically irrelevant in view of the answer given 
by the Hon’ble the Chief Minister that no press statement of Dr. S. P. 
Mookerjee was banned. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 submit to your ruling, Sir, but 
with due respect to you I would like to point out that in course of supple- 
mentaries the Hon’ble the Chief Minister said that a statement was banned. 
Therefore, in the light of his supplementary statements, we are to assume 
that the answer “No” has become “Yes,” because he admits that Govern- 
men have banned a statement. In view of that fact, I submit that you will 
allow us to put our supplementary questions in the light of the reply given 
by the Chief Minister in answer to our supplementary questions. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Khan Bahadur Mohammed Ali, I think your question 
was pretty vague. You have succeeded in eliciting something which is not 
covered by your question. 1 have allowed up to that extent. I will ask 
you to put another question to the diief Minister if you so desire, and you 
may get the desired result. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, did you ask me to put a 

separate question.^ 

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes; separate question. 

“Grow-more-food’* Campaign. 

•87. Mr. ADWAITA KUMAR MAJI: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Agriculture I)ei>artment be pleased to state whether seeds 
of different crojis and manure have been distrilnited and any scheme for 
irrigation, such as digging of ponds and natural irrigation from rivers and 
streams, has been prepared to increase the different foodstuffs in the next 
year? 

(h) If the answer to (a) i.s in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state what practical methods have been adopted in the Pro- 
vince in connection with the grow-more-frmd campaign ? 

MINISTER in ohargn of tha AGRICULTURE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi Haahom Ali JChan): (a) Yes. 

(6) Does not arise. 

Mauivi AZHAR ALI: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state 
through what agency crop seeds have*l>een distributed in the province? 
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The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: Large 
quantities of mustard, linseed, gram and aman paddy seeds were distributed 
to the cultivators through the agency of the Agricultural Department and 
the Jute Regulation Department. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the Hon’ble Minister W 
pleased to state the manner and procedure by which these seeds were dis- 
tributed — whether in conformity with a certain scheme or they were 
distributed in a haphazard way? 

The Hon'ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: On requi- 
sitions from District Officers the seeds were supplied. 

Babu PREMHARI BARMA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state the places where distribution was made? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: I want 
notice. 

Mr. 8HAHEDALI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
whether the cultivators of the province know that Government would give 
seeds ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: Yes. they 
know it. 

Babu NAGENDRA NATH 8EN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether his answer “Yes” to question (u) includes digging of ponds 
and natural irrigation, with reference to which the Hon’ble Minister has 
given us no answer? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: As to the 

digging of tanks, certain tanks have already been dug or excavated. It 
relates to the Department of Rural Reconstruction or Development. So, 
I think that the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Rural Development will be 
able to give details. As for natural irrigation through rivers and channels, 
it appertains to the Irrigation Department. A scheme has been prepared 
and they are doing certain work, details of which may be obtained from the 
Irrigation Department. 

Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, I want to draw the attention of the 
Hon’ble Minister through you to the last line of the first paragraph of the 
question, namely, “has been prepai-ed to increase the different foodstuffs 
in the next year.” That is the question. My supplementary question is: 
Will the Hon’ble .Minister be pleased to state w'hether actually any seeds 
have been distributed for the. increase of production in the next year? 

Tb Hon’bit Khan Bahadur Mauivi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: Next year 
means 194d-44. Of cour.se w^e have been receiving requisitions from Dis- 
trict Officers and distribution of yeeds will take place within a week. 

Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: So far as the next year is concerned, do 
we understand that no seeds have yet been distributed? 
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The Hon’Iil* Khui Bahadur Mauivi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: No seeds 
have been distributed yet for the next year. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hoirble Minister be pleased 
to state what is the procedure Government have adopted for the *‘(irow 
More Food" Campaign? 

Thi Hon’bie Khan Bahadur Mautvi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: The (how 

More Food” Campaign (Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal: The first campaign 

started with a tea party at Firpos. I say this only to refresh his memory.) 
(Laughter.) (A voice; It was a lunch.) (Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal: Was 
it a lunch? I stand corrected.) For the “Grow More Food” Campaign 
two measures have been adopted by Government — (1) distribution of paddy 
seeds and other commodities to the cultivators and, secondly, distribution 
of posters, leaflets, placards in the rural areas and also talks through magic 
lanterns in the rural areas through the machinery of Government. These 
are the two main projects that have been taken up by Government and 
besides supplying seeds and distribution of seeds, the Department of Agri- 
culture is giving necessary instructions and advice to the cultivators 
wherever called for and the agricultural demonstrators also move in the 
rural areas and give requisite instructions to tlie cultivators. One thing 
more, Sir, which is essential for the “Grow More Food” Campaign is exten- 
sive cultivation and bringing under cultivation any fallow lands that lie in 
any part of the country. We are considering about preparing a .scheme, 
but we have not come to any final conclusion yet. 

Mauivi AZHAR ALI: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state 
whether reports are submitted by District Officers direct to Government or 
through the Divisional Commissioner? 

The Hon'ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: Reports are 
submitted to the Director of Agriculture by the District Officers and the 
Director of Agriculture gets them sanctioned by the Secretary of the 
department concerned. 

Mauivi AZHAR ALI: How many months will it take to distribute the 
next year’s crop? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: In a fort- 
night. Actual distribution has just begun. 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what was the amount distributed to eac'h of the districts last year 
and what is the amount of the proposed allotment nex^ year? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: 1 want 
notice. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will the Hon’ble Mini-sler be pleased to 
state what is the amount Government intend to allot f<ir distribution next 
year? 
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The Hon’bla Khan Bahdur Mauivi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: The total 
amount is 40,000 maunds. 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: Will the Hou'hle Minister be pleased 
to state whether any part of the scheme just narrated was adopted last year? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: Yes, dis- 
tribution of seeds. Seeds were distributed last year and this propaganda 
was also taken up last year. 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether there was any demand of horo paddy seeds last year and 
whether there was any distribution and, if so, in which district was it 
distributed ? 

The Hon'ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: I want 
notice. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether he encourages the peasantry to join a production drive and 
whether Government consider the desirability of making?’ over all fallow 
lands to the peasants free of rent? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: It is 

difficult for me to give a reply offhand. 

Babu MADHU8UDAN 8ARKAR: AVill the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that seeds distri]>uted by Government 
during last year proved to be quite insufficient to meet the needs of the 
cultivators ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: I have not 
received any such complaint. 

Mr. AHMED H08AIN: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that there is 
dearth of aus paddy seeds in the district of Rangpur? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: Yes. I 
have received several letters from my friends of the district of Rangpur, 
and I forwarded them to the Director of Agriculture for compliance. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state if Government have fixed the price of seeds for the current year? 

Tho Hon’blo Khan Bahadur Mauivi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: Yes, not 
exceeding Rs. 12. 

• UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(anawera to which wore laid on the table) 

Appointmont of Assistant Jingineer in Communications and Works 
Department. 

88* Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAillD: (n) With reference to the reply given 
to unstarred question No. 21 on the ^Ist September, 1942, will the Hon’ble 



1943,] QUESTIONS. 151 

Minidter in charge of the Communications and Works Department be pleased 
to state — 

(0 what steps, if any, were taken to till up the posi> by Muslims; and 

(u) in which paper or papers the advertisements, if any, were published 
and on what dates? 

(b) Have the Government since taken any steps to find out Muslim 
candidates for the posts and apply rule 13 of the Communal Ratio Rules? 

MINISTER in charge of the COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Shamsuddin Ahmed): (a) The 3 

permanent vacancies, which were filled durjng the period from the Ist 
January, 1941, to the 7th September, 1942, were duly advertised. Two of 
the 3 vacancies w’ere filled by Muslims and one by a non-Muslim. 

During the period under view, 15 temporary appointments were also 
made. These appointments were filled by one Muslim and 14 non-Muslims. 
The appointments were purely temporary appointments in connection with 
th> var emergency work and had to be made without delay. The vacancies 
were not advertised but the Public Service Commission were requested to 
forward the names of suitable candidates for these temporary appointments 
fiom applications received by them in response to advertisements issued in 
connection with the permanent vacancies. But the Commission were unable 
to forward an> name and consequently the appointments had to be filled by 
non-Muslims. 

(1‘) A panel of Muslim candidates has been fonhed for appointment us 
Assistant Engineers. Qualified Muslim candidates are still not available 
and in consequence rule 13 of the Communal Ratio Rules cannot be applied. 

The questions do not arise so far as the Irrigation Branch is concerned. 

Relief to agriculturists of the Rajshahi district. 

33. Mr. MANIRUDDIN AKHANO: (a) Is the Hon ble Minister in 
charge of the Revenue Department aware — 

(/) that general distress is prevailing in the Rajshahi district owing to 
failure of paddy crops, both aus and am^in, and fall of price of 
jute; and 

(it) that the cultivator class of the district are hard-hit by the abnormal 
rise of price of all necessary commodities? 

(b) If the answer to («) is in the affirmative, is the Hon’ble Minister 
considering the desirability of — 

(i) giving relief by way of ( 1 ) agricultural loans and (2) test relief 
works to the people of the district; and 
extending the period of kixfs of jute loan and agricultural loan up 
to the harvesting of next crops ofjute and paddy? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Co (,) No such 
general distress prevails in the district. Partial failure of crop.s is reported 
in some parts of it. 

(ff) Yes. 

(h) (t) The matter is under enquiry by the local officers. 

(ri) The matter is jinder consideration. 
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Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, the House is being much 
inconveniencefl b}' the absence of the Hon’ble Xawab Bahadur of Dacca. 
He was present at the voting time yesterday, and I do not see any reason 
why he should not lie present to answer these questions. Apart from that, 
Sir, the Deputy Speaker gave us to understand that us long as the Nawab 
Bahadur of Dacca is not present his questions will not be printed here 
because we have been greatly inconvenienced by carrying these questions 
back and bringing them here again. May I ask you, Sir, not to have these 
questions put up before us until the Nawab Bahadur’s return. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL. How can the office know beforehand 
whether he will be present or not? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: He was present here during voting 
yesterday and he can at least be present during the question time. 

Mr. M. A. H. ISPAHANI: I think the Hon’ble the Chief Minister may 
perhaps be able to enlighten the House as to when one of his colleagues 
who has been absent will be able to attend the meetings of the Assembly. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I did not come prepared to 
answer the question, but I think he will be available in a few days. He 
had to undergo a major surgical operation yesterday and he is better. He 
may be coming tomorrow^ or the day after. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think that answer will satisfy both Khan Bahadur 
Mohammed AH and Mr. Ispahani, 


Report of the Publio Aooounts Committee. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to invite the 
attention of the House to a set of gross irregularities revealed through the 
Public Accounts Committee Keport presented before the House, some time 
ago. Sir, post-mortem examinations are not always likely to evoke 
enthusiasm and, therefore, I fully appreciate that the members of the House 
may feel little interest in the present discussion. But, Sir, in certain 
important matters post-mortem investigation not only helps us to under- 
stand maladies properly, but also enables future surgeons to act more 
efficiently and it also helps the students to learn, when a post-mortem is 
undertaken, the business of surgery properly. In the case of the present 
report of the Committee of Public Accounts for the year 1940-41 we find, 
Sir, the same old story repeated, namely, that from year to year there has 
been a large saving of amounts budgeted for important nation-building 
departments. , 

4 * 

Sir, from the very early stage of the functioning of the present Provin- 
cial Autonomy, we have been noticing with deep regret this state of affairs. 
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In the year 1937-38 the same thing happened, so also in the year J 938-39; 
and, Sir, in the Report of the ( oiumittee of Public Accounts for tlie year 

1939- 40, in paragraph 10 of the Report, this matter was drawn pointed 
attention to. In spite of that. Sir, we find that even in the year 1940-41 
the same .state of affairs continued. Wp w<»uhl dike the Hon’hle Minister 
in charge of the Finance Department and also other ilepartinents. because 
this relates to every ilepartinent more or less, to uive us a definite idea as to 
when they propose to find out the proper remedy for thi.s state of affairs. 
Repeatedly year after year we have stated that very large savings continue 
to occur in many nation-building departments. Tliis year also tlie Com- 
mittee of Public Accounts of the last year have noted the very same sad 
state of affairs, and although I would not like to have any reflection on the 
scrutiny that they held I must point out that they failed to expose all s\ich 
cases. Thej" had, however, all the same endorsed the opinion held by the 
previous Committee. 

The second important matter with regard to which the previous Public 
Accounts Committee — Committees I would say — desired the attention of 
this House to be drawn seriously to was with regard to the provision of 
lump grants on immature schemes leading t« large savings of money, non- 
utilisation of those grants or sliding down of the sums provided for such 
items. In the year under review we find, Sir, that the Committee again 
came across several instances in which large grants were surrendered 
because the schemes for which they were provided did not mature in the 
course of the year and thereafter the Committee had endorsed the observa- 
tions made by the previous Committees that lump provisions should not be 
included in the budget for schemes the details of which have not been .settled. 
We find, Sir, from page 8, paragraph 11 of the Appropriation Accounts of 

1940- 41 and the Audit Report of 1942 that on several items under Irrigation, 
General Administration, Education, Public Health, Industries and (hvil 
Works the same drawbacks were noticed and it was also regrettable to note 
that the bulk of these savings were on account of rural reconstruction grants. 
On page 57 of the Report api)eurs a review' wliich says that subventions to 
schemes of rural reconstruction from provincial revenues during the year 
under report as well as in the preceding year had to he surrendered as the 
schemes did not matuie. On page 83 again, we find that provision made 
during the year under review as well as in the preceding year, that is, !»ot 
only in 1940-41 but in 1939-40 also for expenditure on rural reconst rui3 ion 
work met from the provincial revenues could not be utilised as the schemes 
were not sufficiently mature. Again, Sir, on page 154 we find another item 
in which provision was made in the year under report for making grants 
and subvention from the provincial revenues for scheme^ of rural reconstruc- 
tion, but the entire provision was surrendered as comprehensive schemes 
could not be given effect to during the year. This was on Public Health. 

Further on we find on page 174 once a^ain in the year under review as 
well as in the previous year sums allotted for rural reconstruction scheme 
under “Industries” for encouraging cottage industries, remained unspent 
in both the years and were surrendered. The controlling authority explain- 
ed that the provision jcould not be utilised as the details of the scheme were 
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not worked out in 1939-40 and they were still under consideration of 
Government during 1940-41. There also a further lump provision of 
Rh. 18,000 successively made for three years from 1938-39 to 1940-41 under 
the head “Provincial Organisation for the Purcha.se of Stores” which also 
had to be abandoned ultimately. 

Sir, further on, on page 193 we still find once more another amount which 
was provided not only in the year under review but also in the previous year 
for grants and subvention to schemes of rural reconstruction which again 
could not be given effect to. It is under "Civil Works” for road improve- 
ment. On that very page there is also a mention of a climatic sanatorium 
for tuberculo.sis, of which you know very much because it was in your 
regime as the Minister in charge that this matter was first brought to light, 
which wuis not proceeded with. 

Sir, with all humility I submit that this evinces an extremely rotten 
state of affairs, and what is surprising is that on similar accounts grants 
had also been provided in the year of grace 1942-43 and we find similar 
amounts placed also in the budget for 1943-44. We do not know what will 
happen to the.se grants provided. 

Mention has also been made that under “Education,” grants for adult 
education could not be utilised and certain other amounts also under 
“Education” had been left unutilised because schemes were not ready. 

The third important matter to which I desire the attention of the House 
to be specifiotilly drawn is that part of the report which relates to the finan- 
cial position of the Detenu Training Schemes. (Mr. Abdul Wahab Khan: 
The less said of it the better.) Sir, year after year on previous occasions 
certain members of the European Party tried to prove that it w’as the 
inefficiency or dishonesty of these detenu boys that had led to the collapse 
of some of these industrial undertakings started by way of encouragement 
to the detenus for learning industries. The facts, however, prove otherwise. 

Sir, on page 21 and onwards of the report of the Committee of Public 
Accounts appears the report of a Special Officer on the financial position of 
factories and firms started under the Detenu Training and Setting-up 
Schemes. 

Mr. SPEAKERS Dr. Sanyal, how long do you propose to take? 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: How long do you propose to have this 
debate. Sir^ 

Mr. SPEAKER: I find it is already time for prayer. If you take a 
long time 1 will liave to adjourn the House for prayer. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: I do not want to intervene in the 
prayer; 1 will take another lO'minutes at least. 

Mr. SPEAKER: In that case I will adjourn the House. 

(The Hou.se was adjourned for 15 minutes.) 
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(After adjournment.) 

Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Mr. Speaker, 8ir, resuniiujif where I 
left before we adjourned I would like to invite the attention of the members 
to the report of the Special Officer on the financial position of factories and 
farms started under the Detention Training and Setting-up schemes. In that 
report mention has been made of the manner in which the>e schemes were 
administered and tlie control that was exercised by the Department <»f 
Industries over the same. Speaking ol brass, bell-metal and cutlery indus- 
tries the results of audit of the accounts of the above-mentioned concerns as 
condu(‘ted by a firm of Chartered Accountants reveal many irregularities 
mentioned on pages 24: and ‘J5 of the report. I will just mention one or two 
of these irregularities to .show how things were managed. With reganl to 
the Bengal Industrial Works the auditor .said “we have had inspection of 
the mortgage document and we find that it is executed on the 9th August, 
19d9, i.e., after w'e had completed our audit and requesteil inspection of 
the document*’. Sir, speaking of the irregularities generally the report goes 
on to say in paragraph 11 “the above irregularities brought to notice by the 
Chartered Accountants go to show that the element of supervision was practi- 
cally nil, although constant supervision was essential, especially in the 
earliei stages, to safeguard the interests of Government. No udeijuate steps 
appear to have also been taken to secure careful w'atch over the proper main- 
tenance of accounts by the factories and also their audit at regular intervals. 
This precluded the possibility of ascertaining the financial po.sition of the 
concerns at any time specially before a fresh loan is granted”. Speaking of 
the pottery concerns which involved a capital expenditure of Rs. d, 64 ,000 by 
Government the report mentions an unholy transaction under which one 
Mr. Jhunjhunwala, proprietor of Shree Gobinda Gla.ss Works, was given 
the entire lea.se of the potteries just Wfore the w'ar. It i.s now’ understood 
that Mr. Jhunjhunwala is at pre.sent making huge profit.s w’hereas Govern- 
ment from year to year is faced w’ith a loss on this account. A certain 
agreement was entered into and the main conditions of the agreement are 
mentioned on page 27. 

Sir, in paragraph 16 of the report dealing with the financial position of 
the pottery factories the Special Officer says “I think it will not be out ol 
place to mention here some in.stance.s to show that the provisions of the 
agreement have not been observed’’, and yet. Sir, that Jhunjhunwala is 
merrily carrying on the business at Government cost; and in conclusion, the 
report says in paragraphs 18 and 19 that in the circumstances Government 
cannot reasonably expect to realise anything either on account of principal 
Ol interest during the currency of the existing lesi.se. On the contrary 
Government are losing more in the shape of the interest which is being 
charged by the lessee in advance on rent, depreciation oh machineries, etc. 
It is a most unconscionable arrangement. The le.ssee w’ho has entered into 
an agreement on certain terms continues to enjoy the fruits of the industry 
and charges the Government with the intereit that he is supposed to have 
earned for certain advances of money given to Government. 

The HOfi’he Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANER^EE: What is the date of 
the transaction? 



m 


PUBLIC ACCOUNTS COMMITTEE. 


[2nd Mar., 

Dr, NALIHAK8HA SANYAL: The date of transaction is April, W40, 
and this transaction was entered into when the previous Government was 
in office and when the Hon’ble Minister in char^^^e was the Ifon^ble Nawab 
Bahadur of Dacca who still continues to be a member of the Council of 
Ministers and this was done on the teeth of opposition both of certain 
members of this House who brought it to the notice of the House as w^ell as 
of the so-called partners, the detenus themselves. And the learned author of 
the report goes on' further to say that in the circumstances it could be a 
sounder policy if the potteries were closed down in 1940 and the assets were 
sold out forthwith instead of leasing out the same which would go to 
depreciate in value for a further j>eriod of five years till the termination of 
the existing loans. It is a inattt^r to w'hich I draw the attention of the 
Hon’ble Ministers present here, particularly the Hon’ble Chief Minister 
who is also the Finance Minister : will he allow this state of affairs to 
continue indefinitely? Speaking of the unbrella factories the report points 
out that it is a matter for consideration whether it was advisable for Govern- 
ment to incur any further expenditure in the shape of costs of law suits for 
the sole benefit of the concerns seeing that Government had no prospect of 
lealising even a small porticm of the capital and curiou*ilv enough money 
is being spent by (iovernment even on account of these industrial under- 
takings. “The best thing in the circumstances”, recommends the report, — 
tlx* rep(»rt was of a Government official ap]M»inte(l specifically to go into these 
things— “seems to be to sell the assets forthwith so that the sale pro(*eeds 
may be a]>jdied to the liriuidation of Government lo!Ui« to which the assets 
wer(‘ mortgaged if there was anything to be leit at all*’. And, Sir, one 
funny remark there is in the last part of the report. The auditors w^ere 
sought to be bribed, a firm of Messrs. Roy & Roy’s reputation was sought 
to be bribed and in whose interest it was done we do not know. The author 
says “in conclusion I may add that the auditors commenced their audit in 
the latter part of the year 19d8-n9 and they had to receive a total fee of 
Rs. 2,500 for conducting the audit of two branches, namely, Rs. 2,000 for 
factories and Rs. 500 for agricultural farms but they were paid Rs. 2,000 
in March, 1909, after comj)leting an audit which involved a capital outlay 
of Rs. 1 lakh only^’. It is not clear why the audit fee was paid in advance 
before they completed the audit of the remaining big concerns, namely, 
the pottery and umbrella concerns where most of the irregularities were 
discovered and the capital involved there w’as more than Ra. 5} lakhs. Sir, 
the (’ommittee on Public Accounts of 1940-41 has done a signal service by 
bringing to light these things and I do hope that a serious note of this will 
be taken by Government. There is one other matter. Sir, to which I invite 

the attention of Government in this connection May I have the ear 

of the Hon’ble Minister in charge. Sir? 

Th# Hon*bl0 Mf« Ai K* FAZLUL HUQs A es, am hearing. 

Or. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: There is one other vital matter. It 
was pointed out in the course of e discussion at a previous meeting of the 
Public Accounts Committee that large sums of money were in the course 
of the year being allotted for expenditure under different heads which were 
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not previously even under the contemplation of Government and which in 
{he technical terminology of the Accountant-General is called ''new 8e^vice^ 
It was one of the healthy conventions created in the pre-provincial autonomy 
days that any “new service” expenditure will have tirst to get a token grant 
provided for it by the House, this Legislature, and unless a token grant w^as 
made, it w’ould not be fair for the Government of llie day to indulge in 
large expenditure on new items. In the year under review a very large 
amount w^as spent on the purchase of jute; the object then was to stabilise 
jute prices. As you might remember, the scandals in c(»nnection with the 
purchase of jute in the fatha market were revealed in the House and large 
sums of money were involved. When it was pointed out that the Ac(‘ountant- 
General ought to have exercised sufiicient scrutiny to prevtuit such sums of 
money being spent on “new services”, the Auditor-General reported that he 
made a previous reference and that he had the opinion of some higher 
authority that this could be permitted when the Ccmncil of Ministers 
sanctioned it and it may not be provided as a new servi(‘e because after all 
it comes within the jmrview or jurisdiction of the ("ouiuil of Ministers. 
(At this stage the red light was lit but the honourable member was allowed 
to conclude his speech.) This Near also we find certain large sums of money 
have been and are being provided on what we consider as “new services”. 
I do realise that subsequent to the expenditure there was a siipplernentaTy 
demand and that by voting that supplementary demand we have regularised 
post-mo! tern cases but, Sir. it is not a case of regularising^ exjumditure 
already imurred. 1 submit that the present Government should (‘xercise 
NiiHicient scrutiny and see tlud no new expenditure is incurred in tin* course 
of the year without tirst (‘oming bef(»re the liegislature and it the s(’bt‘me is 
not fully mature the Legislature ought to be apprised of the jiosition by a 
token grant at least. I do place on record my appreciation of the work 
done by the members of the rublic Accounts Committee who were assisted by 
the Deputy Secretary (Finance) and who w’ere also advised by the 
Accountant-General, Bengal. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, I must express my thank- 
fulness to Dr. Sanyal for the very thorough analysis of the report and some 
very useful suggestions as regards the avoidance of the defects as have been 
disclosed in the report. Sir, it is not jiossible for me to cover the whole 
ground because I am somewhat unacquainted with the details to which 
Dr. Sanyal has referred, and jiarticularly because most of these mutters 
refer to things done two or three years ag<i when I had absolutely nothing 
to do with these budgets, and I am sorry to say that I have nr* time at the 
present moment to study them in detail. 

Now. Sir, there are (»ne r>r two important matters to which T think I 
might direct the attention of the Hou.se in reply to the observations made 
by Dr. Sanyal. The first is a.s regards the detenu training scheme. As 
Dr. Sanyal is himself aware, the scheme was undertaken with very high 
hopes that 'it would be possible to shafxi the career of young men who, 
whatever their motives might have been, were led to* activities which 
seriously interfered with their studies jind also writh their career in life. 
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Government thought that if training were given to these young men to 
make them useful members of society that would be one method of weaning 
them away from questionable surroundings and with that end in view the 
Detenu Training Scheme w’as started. The scheme was initiated in 1936 
and it was (/wajri-political in character and it has got to be conceded that 
owing to the exti^eme urgency of the matter, the business and accounting 
jjide of the undertaking could not be properly planned. All these defects 
and irregularities which have been brought out in the report of the Special 
Officer were due mainly to this want of planning. The Government of 1936 
had very little experience of commendal undertakings or of safeguards 
which were necessary to prevent loss and leakage. The technical experts 
in charge of the scheme would certainly be (‘ounted upon to advise on 
technical aspects. It was hardly fair to expect that they would also be in a 
position to suggest adequate safeguards from the accounting or from the 
commercial point of view\ For this purpose the advice of the Accountant- 
General and the advice of the commercial experts would have been the only 
proper advi(;e. I do not propose h) criticise the Government of 1936 for 
failure to obtain such advice since the considerations which weighed with 
that Government are not known to me, 'but I feel that it would not be fair 
to overlook this aspect of the matter, as has been raised by the late Chairman 
of the Public Accounts Committee. The report of the Special Officer is 
being considered by the administrative de])artment and its decision will in 
due course be placed before the Public Accounts Committee. It is hardly 
necessary for me in these circumstances to say anything further on tlie 
subject. 

Sir, Dr. Sanyal has also referred to savings in respect of provisions for 
nation-building departments. These savings are, however, less than in the 
preceding year, the percentage of total saving being only 6. 

Now, I come to lump provisions. As it would appear from the report 
itself of the Public Accounts Committee, many of the members condemned 
the making of lump provisions without any schemes in order to carrj' out 
the objects which the provisions had in view. I am glad to be able to say 
that the number of lump provisions has been considerably reduced. The 
])rovision for Rural Reconstruction could not be utilised as no satisfactory 
comprehensive scheme could be got ready. The House would surely agree 
that it would have ibeen wasteful to spend money without any proper 
scheme. 

Then comes the question of provision for climatic sanatorium. This 
could not be utilised because no suitable site was available. This difficulty 
has not yet been solved, but eflforta are being made to have a climatic 
sanatorium as early as possible and I hope it will be not in the distant future 
that we shall see our object fulhlled. 

Sir, I have got very little to say with regard to the general remarks that 
have Wn made. All we can is that Government will consider very 
carefully the suggestions that havj* been made and will try to improve 
matters so that th*e next report of the Committee on Public Accounts may 
be less oi>en to objection. 
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Excm Crmnt, 194041. 

Thi Hoil^blo Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ. Sir, 1 bej? to move— 

(1) That an excess grant of R«. 3,295 be voted by the Assembly to 
regularise the expenditure in excess of the voted grant in the year 1940-41 
under the major head “28 — Jails and Convict Settlements”. 

(2) That an excess grant of Rs. 44,440 be voted by the Assembly to 
regularise the expenditure in excess df the voted grant in the year 1940-41 
under the major head “Interest-free Advances”. 

The motions were then put and agreed to. 

GOVERNMENT BILLS. 

Thf Caleutta and Suburban Polioa (Aman dm a n t) Bill, 1941, as pasaad by tha 
Bangal Lagislativa Council. 

Tha Hon’bia Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, I beg to move that the 

Calcutta and Suburban Police (Amendment) Bill, 1941, as passed by the 

Bengal Jjegislative Council, be continued under the proviso to rule 19(i^) 
of the Bengal liCgislative Assembly Procedure Rules. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Tha Hon’bla Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, I beg to move that the 

Calcutta and Suburban Police (Amendment) Bill, 1941, as passed by the 

Bengal Legislative Council, be taken into consideration. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, I beg to move by way of 
amendment 

Mr. SPEAKER: There is no amendment to this Bill. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, 1 tabled an amendment. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think that is with regard to the next Bill. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, here I have got the notice of the 
circular also. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is with regard to the Cahutta and Suburban 
Police (Amendment) Bill, 1942. AVe are at present concerned with the 
Bill of 1941. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, may we know what is the difference 
between the two, because I have got two copies and both of them seem to 
be the same, 

Mr. SPEAKER: I see from the agenda that there is. one Bill called the 
Calcutta and Suburban Police (Amendmentf Bill, 1941, as passed by the 
Bengal Legislative Council, and the second one is the Calcutta and 
Suburban Police (Amendment) Bill, 1942. ^These are two quite different 
things. 

« 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, we would liJce to know the main 
provisions ol this Bill which we are nojr asked to consider and pass. 
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Mr. SPEAKER: The Bill was circulated in time. 

Dr. NALINAK8NA 8ANYAL. Might have been. I would request the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge to give us an idea about the main provisions of 
the Bill, because, Sir, it appears that we were misled by the slight difference 
between 1941 and 1942 and we thought that we were dealing with the 1942 
Bill. So, will the Hon’ble Minister kindly give us some idea? 

Mr. SPEAKER. Dr. Sanyal perhaps knows it very well that it is very 
difficult orally to give an exact idea about the provisions of any Bill in a 
House like this. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL. I want to know the object of the Bill. 
He may read the Statement of Objects and Reasons. 

T»ia Hon’bla Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, the Bill emanated from 
the Council and Sir Nazim uddin was the Minister in charge. He has stated 
very briefly but as far as possible the information which has been given in 
the Statement of Objects and Reasons. More than that I cannot say 
anything. If the honourable member so desires I shall read the Statement 
of Objects and Reasons. As stated by the then Home Minister when he 
introduced the Bill “A special enquiry by the Deputy Commissioner, Port 
Police, revealed that the conditions existing in seamen’s lodging houses 
known as 7af/ii houses’ in Calcutta are exceedingly bad. Not only are 
these houses insanitary and overcrowded, but the proprietors take every 
advantage of the sailors who stay there. With a view to control these 
houses, and in pursuance of Government’s policy of im])roving conditions 
for Indian seamen the proprietors were recpiired to take out licences under 
section d9 of the Calcutta Police Act, 1800. and under section 22 of the 
Calcutta Suburban Police Act, 1866. Recently however a man who was 
I)rosecuted for running a lat/it house w’ithout a licence was acquitted on 
the ground that as no food was supplied, the sections of the Acts mentioned 
above did not apply. Government is advised that in the absence of a clear 
definition of ‘lodging house’ in the Acts referred to, the acquittal was not 
improper and considers that the Acts should be amended so as to include 
these houses within their scope. The present Bill is an attempt to ensure 
proper control of these houses, and thereby, to protect the seamen who take 
shelter therein.” To this. Sir, I have nothing further to add. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Sir, I have the painful duty to oppose 
the consideration of this Bill, because I find that certain dangerous 
principles are being introduced within the framework of an apparently 
innocuous language. Here the Calcutta Police are being empowered with 
the authority to enter into and control lodging houses in addition to the 
power that they already have in case of refreshment room, eating house, 
coffee house and the like. Sir, this Bill, as I have now discovered, seeks 
to widen the scope of the issue of licences in the city of Calcutta by the 
Police, and, Sir, even lodging houses are being brought within its purview. 
The definition of a “lodging house” is not properly given and I do not 
kno# if students’ messes or boarding houses or even hostels would not come 
within the purvqsw of this licensing. I feel, Sir, that the Police have 
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already through the existing machinery of licensing exercised some kind 
of oppression on peace-loving and law-abiding citizens, because I know 
of several cases in which licences were refused on grounds entirely uncon- 
nected with the provisions made under the Places of Public Amusements 
Act. Sir, in spite of this, we are now including lodging houses whether 
any kind of food, drink or drug is supplied for consumption therein or not, 
that is, even if there is no food to be served, if it is a mere place of abode, 
even that would have to obtain Police licences. This is a rather serious 
matter and we are not convinced as to why such a drastic measure was 
sought to be introduced. I quite realise that the previous Qovernment or 
the then Hon’ble Minister in charge. Sir Nazimuddin, might have been in- 
fluenced to help the Police in extending their jurisdicition of oppression and 
repression, but I cannot understand w’hy the Hon'ble Mr. A. K. Fazlul 
Huq also should permit himself to be diagged into the trap. I feel that 

sufficient scrutiny should be directed to (his legislation and such wide 

powers should not be given unless a proper definition of “lodging house” 
is devised; because taking advantage of this new clause which is intro- 
duced, your house, my bouse or anybody’s house may come under the mis- 
chief of licensing, provided we share the same lodging with some other 
people. Sir, under the economic circumstances in which we are living it 
is not unlikely that in a big house with several flats, several householders 
will live each having his own messing and lodging, and we do not know 
if the Police will demand licensing for all such houses in (’alcutta. 

I respectfully submit. Sir, that this Bill requires further study and I 
request the Hon’ble Minister in charge to hold it over or at least to hold 
over the final stage of j)a‘'sing till he has more time to apply his mind on 
this question. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, I am sorry I cannot quite agree 
with Dr. Nalinaksha Snnyal when he opposes this legislation. Sir, this 

is a very important Bill which cannot brook any further delay. What 

Dr. Sanyal has pointed out is merely an attack against the policy and not 
against the provisions of the Bill. What I want to say is that the provisions 
of this Bill should become law as early as possible, because at the present 
moment seamen who mostly live in lodging houses are greatly inconve- 
nienced on account of want of sanitation and other amenities provided by the 
lodging house-keepers. There the seamen are given small roiims badly 
ventilated, without any light and without any air. 

Dr, NALINAKSHA SANYAL: That is a matter for the Corporation of 
Calcutta: the Health Department of the f’orporation wdjl look into it. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: ThaU is the reason why there should 
be some amount of control and Goveniment should arrange for proper venti- 
lation and proper light, that is to say, the poor seamen and other persons 
who are overcrowded in small alums should be provided with better facilities. 
The system of compelling the house-keepers of seamen obtain licences 
would be welcomed, for in that case Government can force the hands of 
those who ai;^ providing the ill-paid wage-earners including the seamen of 
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Calcutta with lodging houses. Of course, Sir, Dr. Sanyal is right that 
tjliere is a likelihood of these powers being abused, but that is not the 
reason why this Bill should be opposed, but if Government keep a watch 
over the department of licence and make requisite provision for sanitation 
and ventilation, there can be no objection to this Bill. Sir, this Bill 
should have been passed a year ago: I do not know why Government have 
placed this Bill before the House after lo months. I hope the earlier this 
Bill is passed, the better it would be for the poor seamen of Calcutta. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, as has been pointed out 
by Khan Bahadur Mohammed Ali, the object of the Bill is not to arm 
the police with powers but to try to remove inconveniences, difficulties and 
hardships to which these people are subjected. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Can the two views be harmonised? 

The Hoii’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: It may be as Dr. Sanyal has 

pointed out that if these powers are given to the police they may be abused. 
But, Sir, that does apply to every legislation: whenever the police is given 
any power there is likelihood of that power being abused. So that should 
not be the reason why we should put off beneficent measures like the present 
one which is long overdue. As a matter of fact, when the Bill was passed 
by the other House no serious objection was taken. I submit that the 
Bill should be passed into law and then if it is found that there are practical 
difficulties 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is there any definition of lodging house 
in the general law or in any other law? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: It is not in the general or any 
other law, but it is generally understood. But if there were really any 
difficulty about its definition, well. Sir. that could have been made clear by 
an amendment, but 1 find there are no amendments to that effect. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, if the Hon'ble Chief Minister would 
kindly hold it over, we can put in short-notice amendments. 

Th« Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: But, Sir, I cannot put it off 

indefinitely. As regards the lodging house I think the definition is quite 
well known. If it were otherwise. I would certainly have consented to 
define it. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Would it or would it not include students’ 
hostel? Let us know whether students’ hostel or boarding house would be 
included. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, the Statement of Objects 
and Reasons makes it clear what the purpose of the Bill is. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL; AVill law courts accept it? 

Th. Hon’bl. Mir. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: When it comes to a law court 
and the law court holds otherwise, we will then amend the Bill accordingly. 
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The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. A. E. Fazlul Huq that the Calcutta auft 
Suburban Police (Amendnientl Bill. 1941, a* iiasse,\ \,y Bengal Leglala- 
tive Council, be taken into consideration, was then put and agreed to. 

Clauses ly 2 and 3. 

The question that clauses 1, 2 and 3 stand part of the Bill, was then 
put and agreed to. 


Preamble, 

The question that the Preamble stand part of the Bill, was then put and 
agreed to. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I beg to move that the Calcutta 
and Suburban Police (Amendment) Bill, 1941, as settled in the Assembly^ 
be passed. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The Calcutta and Suburban Police (Amendment) Bill, 1S42. 

The Hon’bte Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, 1 beg to introduce the 
Calcutta and Suburban Police (Amendment i Bill, 1942. 

(The Secretary then read out the short title of the Bill. ) 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, I beg to move that the 
Calcutta and Suburban Police (Amendment) Bill, 1942, he taken into 
consideration. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir. 1 beg to move, by way of 
amendment, that the Bill be circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion 
thereon by the 3()th June, 1943. j 

Sir, it has been mentioned by the sponsor of this Bill that the object 
of this Bill is to remove a lacuna so as to prevent cycle rickshaws from 
plying in the streets of Calcutta. 1 do not know whether the intention of 
the Legislature was to empower the Commissioner of Police to prevent any 
particular type of vehicles to ply in the streets of Calcutta: the question of 
lacuna therefore does not arise. Apart from that I do not know wJiy Um 
Hon’ble the Chief Minister has stated that they constitute a serious danger 
to the public in the streets of Calcutta. I do not understand how (he cycle 
rickshaws could constitute a serious danger to the passengers of tbcAse 
rickshaws or to other people. So far as tlie danger to pedestrians is con- 
cerned, I think motor-cars are the greatest source of* danger. So far gs 
the passengers are concerned, I do not at aTl understand how* a coiiihinution 
of a c>cle and rickshaw could he more dangerous than an (»rdiniiry cycle 
or a rickshaw. Therefore, I do not think that the House should agree with 
the Chief Minister when he says that ^t is a menace or a serious danger. 
Apart from that, in these days of strict petrol rationing I do not kno]v 
why Government should prohibit the^ use of this type (jf vehicles on the 
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streets of Calcutta . When cycle rickshaws are allowed to ply in all district 
and subdivisional headquarters of the province, there is no reason why 
Calcutta should be prevented from having this kind of vehicles to ply. 

Sir, another question of importance which the House should fake into 
consideration is this: by permittiii^r the use of cycle rickshaws in Calcutta 
not oiil\ will they remove a great inconvenience but they w’ill also help 
those who cannot afPord to pay for taxis or hackney carriages. Further it 
will open up a new avenue of employment for a certain class of persons who 
cannot for obvious reasons become rickshaw-pullers but will come forward 
to earn a living by working as drivers of cycle rickshaws. Sir, this is an 
opportunity of solving the unemployment of this province to a certain 
extent, because the driving of cycle rickshaws is not a very hard or strained 
work. Therefore a larger section of unemployed young men can take up 
this profession. Apart from this an important question of principle is in- 
volved. I do not see why the Commissioner of Police and the police 
authorities should be empowered with these powers to prevent a particular 
type of vehicles from plying in the streets of Calcutta. The police have 
already got power to prescribe specifications or special regulations for 
various kinds of vehicles plying in Calcutta, and beyond that they should 
not be allowed to have any more power to prevent motor cars, taxis, hackney 
carriages or any other kind of vehicle from plying in Calcutta. Therefore 
I do not think. Sir, that the House should give this wide power to the 
Commissioner of Police over and above the powers already enjoyed by the 
Commissioner of Police. Besides, as I have said, an important principle 
is involved. I hope the Hon’ble the Chief Minister will not press this Bill 
before he obtains public opinion. Let this Bill be circulated for the purpose 
of eliciting opinion and if he finds that the volume of public opinion is very 
great then he can put this up before us for consideration and then this 
legislation may be passed. But before ascertaining public opinion I do not 
think he should proceed with this Bill in this hasty manner. 

With these words, Sir, I commend my motion for the acceptance of the 
House. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, 1 entirely agree with all that my 
friend Klian Bahadur Mohammed Ali has sai<l, although he does not agree 
with me on many occasions and the only difference between him and my 
humble self is this, I have proposed a shorter period for public opinion to 
be collected and if the Hon’ble Minister in charge thinks that even a shorter 
period than wdiat I have proposed might help him to get the Bill passed 
in the present session of this Assembly, I am prepared to bring it down to 
something like the middle of March, becau.se opinions of tw*o or three 
important bodies have not been .sought wdiich should have been sought and 
which might help to obtain generally public opinion, viz., the opinion of 
the Calcutta Corporation, the opinion of the Howrah Municipality, the 
opinions of the Tollygunge Municipality and the Cossipore and Dum Dum 
Municipalities. If a short period is given the public at large may not 
have any opportunity of expressing opinion but a limited public who are 
directly involved or interested in thi;^ Bill may yet have an opportunity of 
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expressing their opinion on the provisions of this measure. Sir, it is only 
fair that the institutions and local bodies concerned should have at least 
an opportunity of expressing their opinion on a measure like this which 
not only involves the question of safety of the people within those res- 
pective local bodies but also the convenience of the persons wlio are now 
faced with difficulties due to restricted transport facilities. 

I move by way of amendment that the Hill be circulated for the puri)o8e 
of eliciting opinion thereon by the 2l8t March. 1943, with shorter notice 
given with your permission. 

The Hon’ble Mfi A. K. FAZLUL HUQS Sir, I fully appreciate the force 
of the argument that the Calcutta Corporation and the important munici- 
palities in the suburbs should be consulted and I therefore accept 
Dr. Sanyal’s suggestion and I suggest that the 2r)th March be substituted 
in place of the 21st March. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Just as you like. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 31st March would be better. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ. The point is that I am entirely 
in the hands of the honourable members. We w'ant, if po.ssible, to get the 
opinion and if we can do it, pass it through this session. I do not know 
how many days will be required. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: We may meet in the firstiweek of 
April, so that if we get the opinion by the 25th March we can pass the 
Bill in the first week of April. 

Mr. 8PEAKER. I think Khan Bahadur will withdraw his motion. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I can substitute 25th March if you 
like. I give a short notice that 25th March be substituted in place of 30th 
June. 

Mr. BREAKER: 1 think one of you will kindly withdraw your motion. 
That will be better. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALL All right, Sir. I beg leave to with- 
draw my motion. 

The motion of Khan Bahadur Mohammed Ali that the Calcutta and 
Suburban Police (Amendment) Bill, 1942, be circulated for the purpose of 
eliciting opinion thereon by the 30th June, 1943, was then, by leave of 
the House, withdrawn. 

The motion of Dr. Naliniksha Sanyal that the Cakmtta and Suburban 
Police (Amendment) Bill, 1942, be circulafted for the purpose of eliciting 
opinion thereon by the 25th March, 1943, w'as then put and agreed to. 

Tha Bengal Vagrancy *Bilip 1948. 

Th. Hofl’bl. Mr. 8ANT08H KUM/(R BA8U: Sir, 1 beg to iutroduce 
the Bengal Vagrancy Bill, 1943. 
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(The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill.) 

Sir, I may confidently claim 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, it has been the convention of this 
House that in the introduction stage of a measure the name only is read 
out and it is only at the consideration stage that a statement on Objects and 
Reasons is made. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Do you take exception to his speaking on this motion 
for introduction? 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: His motion has already been accepted. 
As soon as the Secretary announces, the convention is that we do not raise 
any objection; otherwise if a speech is allowed it will open a debate. If you 
allow- that we are certainly prepared to listen to him. 

Mr. SPEAKER: As far as 1 know the convention is that after a Bill is 
introduced the Secretary announces the title. That is the procedure, but 
1 am not quite sure whether any speech at that stage is not permissible. I 
am not sure about this; but as you say the motion has already been accepted, 
and whether after that any speech is necessary is another question altoge- 
ther. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: On a point of order, Sir. The rules 
actually do not prevent the Hon’ble Minister to make a preliminary speech 
but the^#anvention has been otherwise. But in case you permit according 
to tlie rules strictly the Hon’ble Minister to proceed with the speech with 
the introduction, then it will open u debate and in that case under the rules 
we shall also claim to speak on the same and the wb(de thing will be 
debated. That generally happens in the consideration stage. 

The Hon’bie Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: All right, the speech will 
be made at the consideration stage, 

Adloummeiit. 

The House was then adjourned at (»-2o p.m. till 10 a.m. on AVednesday, 
the 3rd March, 19i3, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Wednesday, 
the 3rd March, 1943, at 10 a.m. 


Present; 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon'ble Mr. Syed Naisher An) in the Chair, 7 
Hon’ble Ministers and 188 members. 

STARRED QUESTION 

(to which oral answer was given) 

Appointment of Scheduled Castes in senrice aocording to Communal Ratio 

Rides. 

•92, Mr. PU8PAJIT BARMA: (o) Will the Hon’hle Minister in ehar^-e 
of the Ilinne De]»artnient be pleased to state whether any other ('astes, eom- 
munities or reli^^ions should ^^et any apj»ointment from the eoinmunal service 
ratio quota set apart for the Selieduled Castes!^ 

(h) If tlie answer to (o'! is in the nepitive, what ste])s, if any, the (govern- 
ment conteini)late to take in tlie matter? 

MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. A. K. Faziul Huq): («) Only those castes declared as Scheduled ’Castes 
for Bengal in the Government of India (Scheduled Castes) Order, 193(i, will 
get appointments reserved for the Scheduled Castes. 

(h) Does not arise. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN; May 1 submit, Mr. Speaker, that there 
is no quorum in the House? 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Mr. Sen, you need not he vt»ry anxious 
to put off the business of the House on that plea. There is just (luorum. 

Mr. SPEAKER; Yes. 

Mr. PUSPAJIT BARMA; Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that some non-Scheduled C’astes people are getting 
appointments in (Jovernment service lu' calling themselves Scheduled 
Castes, and, if so, what steps (jovernment are taking to prevent this sort of 
irregularities ? ^ 

The Hon’bla Mr. A. K. FAILUL HUQ; 1 am not aware, hut if there 
any specific case which the honourable member can bring my notice, I 
shall certainly look into the matter. 

• 

Mr. PU8PA4IT BARMA: Will the lloc'ble Miui.ter Iry to enquire iuto 
the matter?^ 
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Tht Hofl’blf Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Yes. As I have said it would 

be better if the honourable member would prive me some details, so that I 
may start an enquiry; otherwise it will be very difficult for me. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is the Hoirble Minister aware that Rai 
Sahib Kirit Hhusan Das, a member ot this House, who has smujrgled him- 
self as a Scheduled Caste and who is now a pillar of the Government Party, 
is not a Scheduled Caste member? This fact was brought to the notice of 
the Magistrate concerned. Appeals were heard and it was held that some 
members of his family still continue to be in the roll of the General consti- 
tuency — Caste Hindu seats, and, Sir, in spite of all this, a relation of Rai 
Sahib Kirit Bhusan Das has been appointed recently as a nominated member 
of the Berhampore municipality having smuggled himself again as a 
Scheduled Caste member. Is the Hon’ble Minister aware of these facts? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL; Sir, just now the Hon’ble the Chief 
Minister wanted specific instances to be brought to his notice. I am asking 
if he is aw'are of this specific instance. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: But this is a question regarding appointment in Gov- 
ernment service. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: It arises out of the answer of the Chief 
Minister. 

Mr. 8PEAKER. It relates to appointments in Government service and 
not to election to this House. 

The Hon’bk Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: When Dr, vSanyal is insisting 
on an answer I can say this 

Mr. K. 8HAHABUDDIN. Mr. Speaker, how does it arise, Sir, when 
you have already ruled out that the question does not arise. 

Mr. 8PEAKER. I have already given my ruling that this question does 
not arise. I now’ ask Mr. Mirza to put his question. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Is the Hon'ble Minister aware that no 
appointment set apart for the Scheduled Castes according to the Communal 
Ratio Rules goes to the Muslim community, but many appointments 
specially reserved for the Muslims go to the non-Muslim communities? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That question also does not arise. 

Babu MADHU8UDAN BARKAR: Will the Hon^ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether the Government has any machinery to look after the non- 
observance of the Communal Ratio Rules b} the appointing authorities in 
the matter of appointment of Scheduled Castes or anybody else? 

Tht Hon’bl# Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: As the honourable member is 
aware there is a Communal Ratio Officer who looks after the due observance 
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of the Communal Ratio Rules. If there is any breach of the rules, it is 
open to the party or parties aggrieved to bring the case to the notice of the 
Communal Ratio Officer and, if necessary, to the notice of Government. 

Bsbu MADHU8UDAN 8ARKAR! Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state where that officer has got his office and has he discharged 
his function 't 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: He sits in the Secretariat. 

Mr. PU8PA1IIT BARM A: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state the name of the officer appointed for maintaining the communal ratio 
quota ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The Communal Ratio Officer 
has been appointed by Government principally to decide questions as to 
whether certain appointments should be giv^en to certain communities 
according to the Communal Ratio Rules and to see whether the rules have 
been observed or not. All matters arising out of due observance of the 
Communal Ratio Rules come under his notice. 

Mr. PU8PAJIT BARMA: Sir, I wanted to know the name of the officer 
appointed for this purpose. 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Formerly we had Mr McC. 
Sharpe and now the work is being done by Mr. Bapat who is the Deputy 
Secretary of the Home Department. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state if he is aware that a relation of Rai Sahib Kirit Bhusan Das has been 
appointed a Sub-Registrar as being one of the Scheduled C’aste community P 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ? I am not aware of it. 

(Starred question No. 93 was then called.) 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: May I submit, Sir, that some of these 
questions which are likely to evoke long replies and supplementnries may 
be held over till the next sitting, /.c., the afternoon sitting, because the 
time now is limited P 

Mr. 8PEAKER: If the House has got no objection that may be done, 
because we will have to discuss a very important matter. I take it that the 
House has got no objection. 

(As there was no objection the questions were held over!) 

Adjournment motion. 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, I beg to move that the House do 
stand adjourned to consider a matter of urgent public importance, namely, 
the misapplication of Ordinance II of 1942. 

Sir, the task of making out a case on behalf of this motion has been 
greatly lightened by the fact that th^ Home Minister has confessed his 
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ignorance of the contents and merits of the resolution. Although I gave 
notice of this motion on the very first day the House sat with details of at 
least one case in the statement of facts, although it was sent by your office 
to his office, although, as you well know. Sir, 

Mr. K. 8HAHABUDDIN: May I request you to see that there is silence 
in the House? There is conversation going on on that side. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Although adjournment motions are 
brought immediately to the notice of the Ministers concerned, although I 
mentioned it several times on the floor of the House for a date, although 
the Deputy Speaker read it out on two separate occasions from the Chair, 
the Home Minister was taken utterl}^ by surprise when I moved the adjourn- 
ment of the House on the last occasion and categorically stated that until 
the previous day he had no knowledge that such a motion was going to be 
moved and lie did not know what the motion was about. It is true, Sir, 
that the Ministers have had a very strenuous time ever since they took 
office. On the one hand they had to formulate the details of their policy 
of no advancement; there were so many matters pending affecting the 
welfare of the people, there were so many ideas seething in their brain, 
they were so anxious to do something that it must have been a terrible 
mental strain and must have cost them tremendous labour to avoid doing 
any work. So they had to confine themselves only to issuing permits for 
sugar and rice, settle shops w’ith their favourites and themselves and taking 
occasional trips to Delhi. Why, Sir, the trips to Delhi were so urgent that 
the Chief Minister on one moonlit night in December, after having spent 
three nights out, at Jhenida, Berhampore and Barisal, he suddenly recalled 
— the recfdlection w^as stimulated by the inconsiderate visits of Japanese 
bombers over Calcutta — that he had a Food Conference in Delhi during the 
Christmas, issued a statement accordingly and incontinently packed up his 
belongings, reserved a compartment and rushed to the scene of his labours — 
all in the space of a few hours 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Mr. Suhrawardy, these are only preliminaries. May I 
ask you now to come to the point? 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWAROY: Sir. it is only to explain to the House the 
reason why the Hon’ble Minister is so ignorant of this problem that I have 
to show that he had so much work to do 

Mr. 8PEAKER: But I would ask you now to come to the point. You 
know your time well be short. 

Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDV: All right. Sir. I will come to the point 
although there were other such activities of the Chief Minister which took 
so much of hie time, but which I will avail myself of another occasion to 
explain. « 

Now, Sir, by pleading ignorance the Hon’ble Minister has shifted the 
responsibility for the misapplication of the Ordinance ajready on the 
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shoulders of the permanent officials but he really should not be permitted 
to shed his responsibility for bis gross negligence so lightly. On this occa- 
sion there is less excuse than on any other. \\ e have been ventilating this 
grievance on previous occasions and at a meeting of the Working (\mimittee 
of the Bengal Provincial Muslim League we drew pointed attention of the 
Government to this grave error of justice. As the Hon’ble Minister, .^ir, 
has confessed his ignorance, and may not up till now have placed himself 
in possession of the facts, I shall, Sir, with great patience place before 
him our point of view. This Ordinance wa:, promulgate<l to provide for 
the setting up of special criminal courts; it is an Ordinance of tlie Govern- 
ment of India but it is not applicable to a province unless the Provincial 
Government declares it to be in force in the province. Now the Provincial 
Government is expected so to declare if it is satisfied of the existence of an 
emergency arising from a hostile attack on India or on a country neigh- 
bouring on India or from the imminence of such an attack. I am here 
using the language of the Statute with which you are very familiar, Sir, 
and I believe not very long ago yoxi moved the High Court to interfere in 
a matter arising out of this Ordinance. Sir, the Provincial Government has 
adopted this Ordinance, but it can only apply to offences which have some 
relation to an actual attack on India or on a country like Burma or to <he 
imminence of such an attack. To, therefore, a Government not of abnormal 
intelligence it is apparent that this Ordinance would apply only in those 
cases which were connected with Fifth Column activities, civil disobedience 
movement or political sabotage or destruction for political reasons, or with 
a general upheaval in the country arising out of an attack by a foreign 
power or with the imminence of such an attack. It surely was not meant 
to apply to speeches or to disturbances of th#* peace or to ordinary dacoities 
or thefts or to dissatisfaction amongst the people with the present regime 
or to the desperate conditions arising out of the failure of this Government 
to deal with the economic problems and its criminal negligence and its 
criminal support of profiteers, black-marketers and hoarders. J would go 
further and declare that it is not meant to apply even to cases of ordinary 
sedition or to ordinary political di.saffection. The crux of the whole matter 
is that special magistrates may only be appointed where the accused is 
charged with an offence which has some relation to the attack by a foreign 
power or the imminence of such an attack. What, how'ever, do we find ? 
This Ordinance is made applicable to ordinary disturbances of the peace ami 
even to speeches which have no bearing on the attack by a foreign power or 
the imminence of any such attack. The great danger arising out of the 
application of this Ordinance is that in the first place the special magistrates 
think that they are dealing with very important cases pf terrible political 
import and hence they must justify their , appointment by a conviction 
followed by severe punishment. Secondly, the procedure of the criminal 
courts evolved after so many years of trial has been modified. The magis- 
trate records only a memorandum of the substance of the evidence, he may 
refuse to summon witnesses and he is not bound to adjourn the trial. His 
authority which is generally limited to two years’ rigorous imprisonment 
is extended tp any sentence except the^ sentence of death or transportation 
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or imprisonment exceeding seven years and worse than everything else if 
the sentence does not exceed two years there is no appeal whatsoever nor 
can any court, not even the High Court, revise such an order or sentence. 
Even if the magistrate shows bias or conducts himself in a way which would 
under the ordinary law justify the High Court to transfer the case from his 
jurisdiction, it cannot do so. 

It is clear that this law was promulgated to deal with extreme cases 
where an emergency has arisen which the ordinary courts cannot deal with. 
This aspect is further proved by the fact that the court may not even grant 
an adjournment for the purpose of securing the presence of a legal practi- 
tioner if in its opinion such an adjournment would cause unreasonable delay 
in the disposal of the case, and, as you are aware, courts always consider 
that the presence of the legal practitioner in the interesis of justice causes 
unreasonable delay. (Laughter.) 

Now, Sir, I shall give you two cases. I am sure that other speakers 
have many more and probably more cogent cases in their possession because 
the application of this Ordinance is a w'idespread scandal. One case. Sir, 
is from the subdivision of Natore. It is difficult to appreciate the enormity 
of the injustice unless one is conversant with the background. It was in 
Natore, Sir, that the Chief Minister met his Nemesis and his unpopularity 
stood exposed so thoroughly for all men to see that he has not dared to 
declare another constituency, namely, that of Balurghat, vacant, although 
the honourable member who represented it died as long ago as the 26th 
November, 1942. During the election, the Chief Minister was there for four 
days — and not for one day as he glibly stated on the floor of the House — 
travelling from place to place canvassing for the candidate who ultimately 
forfeited his deposit as a consequence of the support of the Chief Minister. 
The Chief Minister, Sir, canvassed, cajoled, threatened and used not only 
his official pressure hut the pressure of the local Government servants to 
canvass, cajole and threaten the voters. In one corner of the subdivision — 
and this is the corner that we are concerned with in respect of the applica- 
tion of Ordinance II of 1942 — in a village called Chachkoir in the thana 
of Gurudaspur, the local people, in fact, the poorest agriculturists have 
managed to put up a High English School which they have called after 
Sir Nazimuddin. They have raised as much as Rs. 15,000 by small 
subscriptions. The money comes mainly from the pockets of the poor. 
The project is ambitious and the funds are short of requirements. The 
Chief Minister went to the place and offered to the Managing Committee 
a magnificent donation of Rs. 25,000 if they, and in particular Maulana 
Tarkahagish who was the mainspring behind the movement, would support 
his candidate. The offer was spurned with scorn. 

Now, we come to a date in September, 1942, when a few shops within 
5 or 7 cubits only— that is the evidence of the Sub-Inspector of Police given 
in Court — were looted by som^ persons. The case for the people was that 
although the Sub-Inspector of Police was nearby, he did not arrest the 
actual looters, but after they had left, he pounced upon the unfortunate 
Muslims who had come to the hat. • This was his opportui^ity. Persons 
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were arrested, detained or released as suited him and the chargee was defi- 
nitely made at the trial that the Sub-Inspector of Police had sent up those 
persons who could not satisfy his purse, whereas he had released those 
persons who could. Then, Sir, the wrath of this gentleman — who inci- 
dentally is a Muslim officer — fell mostly on respectable and important people 
of the village who had subscribed mostly to the Sir Nazimuddin High 
English School and it was with difficulty that they could manage to escape 
from his clutches. The enquiry and harassment went on for days and ulti- 
mately as many as 39 persons who had been arrested were released from 
custody. Grave and serious were the cha: ges made at public meetings 
against this Sub-Inspector and an enquiry was demanded. Far from any 
enquiry being instituted into what was probably one of the grossest cases 
of oppression during investigation which has come within my notice in 
recent times, a Special Magistrate under Ordinance 11 of 1942 was sent 
to try this case. It is not contended even that this case has anything to 
do with any political movement or propaganda. It is not contended that 
this has anything to do with the attack or the imminence of any attack 
or that the occurrence was anything but a petty theft — the charge being 
under section 379 read with sections 147 and 120B. The unfortunate 
accused were convicted to two years ^ rigorous imprisonment. 

Sir, I place before the House another case which comes from the sub- 
division of Munshiganj in the district of Dacca. A poor teacher of a 
primary school who was a local social worker is alleged to have made a 
certain statement to a shopkeeper in his shop. He is stated to have told 
the shopkeeper “For Heaven’s sake, the poor people are starving; sell your 
rice at a lower rate, otherwise you know what has taken place recently in 
Narayangunj and the people may become so desperate that your things may 
be looted”. Sir, it so happened and it was a matter of pure coincidence that 
some distance away in that locality one boat was looted not belonging to 
that shopkeeper but to outsiders and thereafter 4 or 5 days later another 
boat was looted. For the statement which he made to the shopkeeper, 12 
days later — when the Sub-Inspector came to the scene of enquiry and the 
shopkeper reported this staltement to the fiub-Inspector — the man was 
arrested and sent up before a Special Magistrate and he was sentenced 
to 18 months’ rigorous imprisonment. 

Sir, you are aware of the manner in which persons who are charged 
with making seditious statements, for instance, a^e convicted. The 
statement must be definite, it must be properly' recorded, the state- 
ment must be taken as a wliole and you cannot take small parts 
and convict on them. For this statement, for this warning that he gave 
to the shopkeeper, the man was convicted 

Mr. K. SHAHABUDDIN: Sir, may 1 interrupt for a minute? We are 
not going io put up any other speaker except the Leader of the party who 
might take a few minutes in winding up the debate. Therefore, may I 
request you to allow more time to Mr. Suhrawardy ? 

Dr. NALINAKtHA SANYALl Sir> rules do not permit. 
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Mr* SPEAKERS I am sorry, my difficulty is the rules. That is why at 
the very beginning I asked Mr. Suhraward> to cut short his preliminaries 
because I was always anxious to heai his indictment on this motion. 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, if you would kindly give me two 
minutes, I should like to make some suggestions. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes I can give you two minutes. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, rules leave no jurisdiction to you. 
I am afraid you cannot give two minutes. 

Mr. SPEAKER: A point of order has been raised that it is beyond my 
powers to give time. The language of the relevant rule is this: No speech 
during the debate shall exceed 15 minutes in duration. I am not aware 
of any convention in this House that the time has ever been extended. I 
am inclined to allow him two minutes’ time, but if I have no power, that 
will be ultra vires. 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: You have power, Sir. You can even 
suspend the rules if you like. 

Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, you can cover up the interruptions 
if you like. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I allow Mr. Suhrawardy two minutes’ time for this 
speech. It is a very interesting speech and I would have allowed him more 
time if I could. However, I allow him two minutes on this occasion. 

Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: If the Government does not know in which 
cases to apply it, it should give it up altogether now fortunately when the 
imminence of invasion or of an attack is becoming more and more remote. 
Unless there is a large-scale disturbance throughout the country which may 
bave a serious elfeci on the war effort and may make the country or the 
province more vulnerable to attack from outside and less capable of dealing 
with attacks, this Ordinance should not be used, and for the sake of safety 
it would be far better if Government were to give it up altogether and re- 
impose it only when a widespread disturbance so demands and even then 
apply it with caution and discrimination. As for the cases which have 
already been decided I would like to have an assurance from Government 
that inasmuch as there was no justification for the creation of the courts 
of Special Magistrates to deal with these cases and inasmuch as there is 
no appeal or revision from these oases, these cases should be revised by 
Government itself or placed before a High Court Judge for his opinion on 
the merits. And ^’here, as in the Chachkoir case justice so demands, an 
impartial enquiry should be instituted into the very manner of the investi- 
gation, and the complaints against the Sul -Inspector of Police be given 
adequate weight and consideration. 

Sir, I thank you for the extension of time. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I rise to support the 
motion moved by my esteemed friend Mr. SuhrmWf^y. In .fact. Sir, we 
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on this side ot the House had also tabled an identical motion tor debate and 
it was decided by the Deputy Speaker that, in view of the identical 
character of the two motions, the debate may proceed tog'ether on the same 
day. 

Sir, complaints have been received and are still pourinjjf in to show that 
in a number of cases the Provincial Go^’^ernment or the officers empowered 
by the Provincial Government under section 10 of the Special Criminal 
Courts Ordinance of 1942 have directed trials by Special Magistrates of 
offences or alleged offences which should be tried by ordinary criminal 
courts if at all and which offences could never have been contemplated to be 
triable by the Special Criminal Courts set up to meet the emergency, arising 
from a hostile attack on India or from the imminence of such an attack. 

Sir, we have had in the last few mouths instances of lawless laws being 
utilised or abused by the executive Government for suppressing the legiti^ 
mate civil liberties of the people. With regard to the application of this 
particular Ordinance the manner in which the powers of this Ordinance have 
been invoked is outrageous and, Sir, 1 would rely on about half a doeeu 
cases and I would respectfully request the Hon’ble Minister in charge, 
instead of wasting his time and energy on party members and nibbling 
attempts at such late moment, that he should at least have the courtesy to 
give us a patient hearing. (The Hon'ble Mr. A. K. Fazltl Hfq : 1 am 

ver> sorry. Sir.) Sir, 1 would rely on half a dozen cases in this eoimei*- 
tion. 

The first case is one in which proceedings were drawn u]) against 
Mr. Kumar Singh (’hajore of Jiagunge in the district of Murshidubud and 
ten others tried by a Special Magistrate in the town of Herhampore. The 
second case is that of Emperor versus Prafulla Kumar Bhowmik tried at 
Tamluk. The third case is Emperor versus Naba Kumar Bbowmik and 
Jatiiidra Nath Das also tried at Tamluk. The fourth case is Emperor 
versus Gadadhar Hait and others. They were tried in the same Tourt, 
The fifth case is Emperor versus Satish Chandra f'hakrabarty for the alleged 
offence of hoisting national flag in his own house. The sixth case is 
Emperor versus Santosli Kumar Bhattacharji — fortunately or unfortunately 
not Mr. Basu (laughter! — tried by the Additional (’liief PreMidpnc\ Magis- 
trate, Calcutta. 

Sir, if time permits I shall give a brief account of all these cases, but 
I am afraid that as some of these cases are still sub judice it would not he 
fair for me to enter into the merits of the cases. I would therefore give a 
detailed account of one case which is no longer sub judice and which to my 
mind appears to be a typical case to draw the attention of this House and of 
Government too. In thi.s ca.se, Sir, Mr. !ftumar Singh Chajore, a CoiiimiH- 
sioner of the Jiagunge- Azimgunge Municipality, and a member of a Special 
Debt Settlement Board ami Evacuee.s Belief Committee, on the 19th June, 
1942, incurred the displeasure of the .officer-in -charge of Jiagunge thana, 
because in a meeting of the Commissioners of the Municipality at lus 
instance a resolution was passed recording that the Commissioners deeply 
12 ’ ‘ 
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regretted the apathetic attitude of the officer-iu -charge of the local police- 
station at Jiagunge who it appeared from the report of the Chairman came 
for investigation so late as lO-JlO a.m. instead of ut 7-30 a.m. in connection 
with a fire in tlie municipal office and the Chairman and some Commissioners 
waited lor him for full three hours, an«l it was rejmrted that the officer-in- 

charge had not thought it fit to see the Chairman who alone w^as in a position 

to furnish him with all necessary particulars. Copies of this resolution 

criticising the conduct of the officer-in-charge were sent to the District 

Magistrate and to the Superintendent of Police. 

Sir, as is lecorded in the judgment delivered 1»> the Subdivisional Diticer 
himself— I am quoting the judgment itself — “The accused are not habitual 
thieves, robbers or dacoits.” The case arose out of the stoppage of transit 
of a certain number of rice bags from Jiagunge town w’hicb was hoiui fide 
attempted to be stopped by some young men on the belief that at dead of 
night certain persons were removing rice from the area when the area was 
going very much short. And tliis they did at the request and suggestion 
of the Subdivisional Officer. The evidence recorded by the Magistrate and 
summed up in his own judgment is as follows: ‘‘The accused are not 
habitual thieves, robbers or dacoits. The accused Kumar Singh Chajore 
is a municipal Commissioner of the diagunge-Azinigunge Municipality He 
is a membei- of the Lalbag Special l>eht Settlement Hoai'd. He is also a 
member of the fliaguiige High English School. He is a respectable gentle- 
man. Witness Subdivisional Officer of Lalbag stated that there was 
scarcity of rice at Jiagunge and Azimgunge and foi that from ISth Augu.st. 
1942, or 19th August, 1942, he began to make inventory of the stock of 
rice at Jiagunge and Azimgunge; that he went from slioj) to shop ami 
asked the shop-keepers not to sell rice without his permit; that in iloing 
thi.s he was accompanied by Kai S. X. Sinha Pahadur and tlie accused 
Kumar Singh Chajore; that he told the shop-keepers and others not to 
remove an\ rice from Azimguiige and liaguiige of which he made an in- 
ventory w’ithout liis permit ; that he also asked the people to give him infor- 
mation it anyone removed rice of which inventory was not made \et; and 
that he miglit have told the people to j'ersuade persons who might try to 
remove rice not to do this.'’ Sir, this was the background in wiiicli some 
\oinig men saw at 9-9(1 at night that a boatload of ncc was lieing taken 
awa\ from the town to some iiiiknowu destination. When this information 
was received by Kumar Singh (Jiajore and others the\ went to tlie boatmen, 
emiuircd about this mutter and asked them not to take tlie boat out without 
special permit ot the Subdivisional Officer. Thereafter, Sir. the ptdice got 
seizin of tlie case on the following da\ and the case was at first started in 
tilt' local Sulxlivisiona! Officer’s (^ourt under section 979 147, l.C (\, against 
a larger numher of persons, about l'> at first and then it went up to 29 
persons on 2oth August, 1942. Subsequently it w’a^ directed under orders 
of the Superintendent of Police that the case was to be proceeded w’ith 
under section 995, I. P. C., againsf the eleven accused mentioned above. 
Even after detaining these accused for a pretty long time from August 
light up to Xovember, there was no attempt by the police to bring up the 



1943 .] 


ADJOFEXMENT MOTION. 


177 


case for trial. But an interestinj? thiii^? happened in the nieantinie. The 
j^etlemen were on bail; bail was prranted by the Subdivisional Officer. Just 
on the day the Oourts closed before the Pujas an application was put in by 
the police before the Subdivisional Officer that bail should be cancelled and 
bail was cancelle<l because the Subdivisional Officer expressed openly in 
court: ‘’I have been asked by the Magistrate to cancel the bail of the 
genTlenien’* (Mr P. Hvnkimi: Shame, 'ihame'). 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 think the expression “shame** i.s iiiipai lianienlai\\ . 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: It is ir(»t unparlianlentar^ . Sir. Will 
\ou kindly look up tlie parliamentary practice bef<»re >oii give ,\our ruling}^ 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is desirable at least tliat thi* expression slnmld not 
be used. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, the bail "was cancelled because 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Sir. my time will expire 

Mr. SPEAKER: I will give >011 time for that. You need not bother 
about the time. 

Whatever ma> he the {iractice in the Mother of i’arlianien ts as has been 
stated just now, I think we must not slavishly follow every! iiiiig that is 
done in Parliament in England. 

We have got to evolve our own tradition according to our own ('ultiire 
and it nia> be desirable that expressions that are allowed in the British 
]*arlianieut ma> not he allowed here. I think it will be desirable that we 
all make it a jioint not to use the expression “Hhanie’' while discu.ssing 
matters iii this House. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sii, “nhame" may not be used in 
reference to members of this House or nja> not directly refer to particular 
individual or individuals, but it is always desirable that a certain amount 
id expression (d indignation may be permitted in this House also. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Th at Is always permi.ssible but 1 am md giving my 
final ruling on the use of the expression with regard to incidents whieli 
might apjiear to the members as highly object ionahle and on whirdi 
honourable members may expres.s their resentment by the use of the 
expression “shame* but I think >ou will all make it a point not to make 
u.se of it with reference to a membiT of this House. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: So it happened that on the Hth October. 
1942, the date on which the <‘ourts were (dosed for .«eventeen days for the 
J)urga Pgjah festival and the bail waa cancelled and the petitioners w'ere 
sent to the hajat. Then the petitioners w^nt to the Vacation Judge at 
Alipore, — and here. Sir, 1 am quoting*^ from the certified cop>- of the 
judgment and I hope neither the Hon’ble Minister nor anybody else will 
question it — Alipore and there they* got the bail. The bail was moved 
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and th(‘\ got the hail but the police having made >eriou.> objection, tin 
bail vvah granted on the condition that these accused would not enter thi 
Murshidabad «listrict so long as the ca>e would continue. As a result o 
that, tor months together, these accused had to remain oiitsiiie Murshidabac 
district. On the ‘2ud November the case was tirst taken up and the polic( 
put only two witnesses on the drd November when the police discoverer 
that the case was not going on very w'ell lor them. The prosecuting Cour 
Inspector then put in a petition alleging that the District Magistrate har 
transferred the case from the Court of the Subdivisional Officer, Lalbagh 
to the Court of the Sadar Subdivisional Officer but the Court in its ordei 
recorded: “I have not heard anything from the District Magistrate yet 
but w'hen the Court Inspector has submitted his petition, I am helpless’’ 
On that very day, the 3rd of November, a petition was made by two o1 
the witnesses to that same Magistrate alleging that they were at dead 
night — at 2 a.m. — taken away from their home to the bungalow' of tin 
Superintendent Police at Berhampore — a distance of 15 miles — anr 
pressure was tried to be brought on them to give false evidence on behall 
of the jxdice. This was a matter of so much interest that immediately ai 
enquiry was held and the thana officer concerned himsell admitted aiu 
said “I am officer-in-charge of Jiaganj; at 'A3-50 hours I accompanied b\ 
the Assistant Sub-1 nsi>ector and his men went cut to (‘beck patrol and 1 
gave verbal instructions to Phani and Nepal to bring the two persons ii 
the tltana as directed by the Superintendent ol Police. The Assistani 
Sub- Inspector returned to the thana at 2-15 a.m. I started w'itli them tin 
BerbamjKUe at 2-30 a.m. and took them to the Superintendent ot Police’; 
bungalow and 1 filed a copy of the general diar\ entrs”. He ot coiirst 
added: “1 did not ask the witnesses to go against their will *. And, Sir 
the <5)Ur< found in their wdsdom that as the Assistant Sub-Inspector actec: 
on orders and did not exerci.se force and did not bring them against theii 
will, no offence was committ(‘d. The funniest part of the ca>e at that stagi 
was that on the 3rd November the Court Inspector revealed that ‘M\ 
attemfit was made to have the case withdrawn from the Court of tht 
trying Magistrate and although there w'as no order yet the tryinji 
Magistrate had to postpone the case. Then the District Magistrari 
was approached to get the case transferred and in due course the (urse wa; 
transferred. The interesting part ol it is that we find horn rei'ords thai 
an application was put in b\ one Mr. A. Chukrabarty to the District 
Magistrate of Murshidabad and in that application be applied for tlit 
transfer i»f the case from the file of the Subdivisional i)ffi(’er, Lalbagh 
to the file of the Sadar Subdivisional Officer and there he said among othei 
things that “the Deputy iuspector-Oeneral ot Police, Criminal Investiga 
tion Department, desires that the case should be tried at Sadar by i 
competent Magistrate”. It is preposterous that an application should b( 
put in formally on the ground that the Deputy Inspector-General want* 
this transfer, and although ii\ the body of the application no mention wa; 
made the District Magistrate in bis own w'isdom without an\ reference ft 
the accused and w'ithout calling for an explanation suddenly withdrew tht 
case from the file of the Subdivisi(^iial Officei, Lalbagh. and, Iransferred i1 
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to the file of the Sadar Subdivisional Officer, and ordered that the case 
would be tried by him a Special Magistrate. Thereafter, what happened 
is this: serious attempts were made by the accused to approach all parties. 
They approached one and sundry, and told everybody that it was a honn 
fide case in which there was no intention of robbery or theft. One 

honourable member (d this Hoii'^e belonging to the Ooverninent Ihirty * 

and I hope he will come out with his evidence — went to the Magisinite 
himself and told him what he was going to do in this case but the Magis- 
trate said, “1 am helpless, but if you can induce the accused to admit that 
they technically made a mistake, then I will see that the t'ase is dropped”. 
And what is surpri'iing is that when a letter w’as written to that effect and 
handed over to the Magistrate, the same Magistrate did in»t think it 
necessary to droji the proceedings. Proceedings were continued and those 
respectable gentlemen were convicted for the alleged offence of theft* 
although the learned Magistrate observed as follows: “Considering the 
facts mentioned above, I do not think the accused removed the rice 

intending to cause wrongful gain to them. They did it from the humani- 
tarian point of view when there was searcity in the town and wanted to 
j»ay for it. The order (d the Subdivisional Officer encouraged them to do 
it”. And yet technically as it was an offence they were fined Its. 50 each 
and there was no appeal and no reference to the High Court and no motion 
possible because it was tried by a Special Magistrate. This state of affairs 
is going on unf hecked in Murshidabad and all this means that when the 
police failed to bring home the charges that they had wanted to prove, the 
Magistrate changed the section from section 379— looting— to section 403* 
I.P.C. — simple theft and misappropriation and convicted them. And 

thereafter what happened is this. When one of these gentlemen was a 

candidate for election his nomination paper was cancelled on the allegation 
that he had a criminal conviction and the Court of the learned Magistrate 
of the district thought that this was a matter involving moral turpitude. 

1 am grateful to the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Local Self-Government 
to whom a reference wa.s made and who immediately directe<l the District 
Magistrate not to insist on that point, because it was the Local Govern- 
ment who was the proper authority to decide w’hether it was a case of moral 
turpitude or not. Moreover. Sir, there was a selective fine imposed on some 
of the accused in this case, subsequently. There was a certain thatc.hed 
hut burnt involving a loss of about Rs. (KJO to Ks. 7(10 as damage and the 
persons connected, beginning froni those ac<*UHed in that case to outsiders, 
were put up in a list that was made out and selective fines w’ere imposed on 
them to raise Rs. 2,000 as fines, I have got the record of the orders of 
the Magistrate. The Magistrate writes: “Yon are tMlirected to pay a 
certain sum as fine for having done something against the Defence of 
India Rules". It appears that this has nothing to do with collective fine. 
Similar things have been happening daily in different parts. I submit, 

Sir, most re.specf fully that the pow’ers un3er this Ordinance are abused. 

• 

In another case, in the case of Santosh Kumar Bhattacharjee, tried by 
the Additional Chief ^ Presidency Magistrate of Calcutta, reference WM 
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rnadf to the Chief Juatiee and the Chief Justice ua fortunately held that 
the High Court had no jurisdiction altJiougli the Court sympathised with 
the merits of the case. In the case of Satish Chandra Chakrabarty who 
had ((nrjnnited no offence — and it is clear from the wording of the 

Ordinancf* that the Ordinance ( an only apply in cases where an offence i*^ 
committed —he is being tried by a Special Magistrate for hoisting the 
Xijtional Elag in his own house. 

J submit that the Chief Minister must come forward with a full 
explanation and see that these things are prevented and adequate conipen- 
salions are paid to those persons who are the uufoitunate victims of local 
officers’ zeal. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: Mr Speaker, Sir, I 
feel ver> strongly on this subject which has been so ably j)ut by m\ 

esteemed tritoid Mr. Shaheed Suhrawardx , A caT.istr<q)he lias fallen oo 
this province on account of the tame submission of the Provincird 

Ooveriiment b) declare that an emergeuc\ exists in this province for the 
application of Ordinance 11 of 1 cannot .say tor the whole u\ 

iJengal hut 1 know that in my district there ai'c man\ as ‘.iO or 
ordinary cases, whiidi could have been tried in ordinary courts, but which 
on account of the ()roximit> of Burma are being tried 1)\ special courts. 

Now, Sir. tliis Ordinance provides tor Spc'cial Ma^i^tiatt's and <ummai\ 
courts. You, Mr. Sp(‘aker, know as legal pract it iime?' that in the ordinal v 
{'riinina! Procedure (’od(‘ summar\ jKuv(‘r i-' given lo a Magistratt* win* 
has got >ouu‘ experience and who would he able to do ju'^tice to thi* partic'' 
Hut under this Ordinance we find (hat special couit> art* ^(*t uji and 

Sub-Dcputv Magistrat(‘^ are ajqminted as Special Ma^i>tratt‘s although the\ 
do not ci'niorm to tin' (iiovisions of tin* Priminai l^i-ocediin* (’ode Moreovei 
th(‘re is provision for adjournment in tin* ('riminal Procetlurt* (’ode hut undm' 
this Ordinance an e.\c(‘])ti()n has been made. 

Now, Sir. 1 have got at pre.MMit a ea-'e in my hand oi oi(Hnar_\ pait v 
I'aetion between two parties und(*r •'cetion 147 whieli ended ni conviction 
I’here the Sub- 1 iisjieetor td Police goe> to (lie jilaee (d oeiuneiice. does not 
consult the local l)eo})le but finishes hi> lin e^tigution in the lioiise of the 
complainant who is flic leader of anoth(‘r par1\. and ■>eii<K in a chaige sheet 
aualnsl tlie other part.\. I had l(» apjH*ar on hehall of the accused. The 
M.igistratt' a^ked me to jiroduet' the li'^t ot delt'iiee witiies-'C^ b(*foit' the 
t'xaminalion of tin* jirosecutitm w'itiu*sM‘s began. 1 lefiised to do that and 
111 * insisted on m\ junior to proiliiee the li-'l of dett*nc(‘ witness's, otlH‘rwise 
he said he wtuild not allow an\ di*tence witnes" to be pioduced. At the la>t 
imnm'nl a h'>( wu'^ given which Nya-' piepaied huidiazardlx but a." that was not 
sullieit'iit tor- the interest of (h-feme 1 wanted mott* witiies.scs to be examined 
but the Magistrate said that no adjournment was possible I refused to 
appear in the ease but as the cheiit was pout 1 ai'i'cpted tlie suggestion of the 
Magistrate that two more w itnesse> ould be allowed. l)iil.\ one witue.ss was 
examined and 1 hear that senteuees have lH*en piissed on persons and many 
persons were awarded punishmeuts which were not appealable. 
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Sir, there i-s anothei east*. There \va^ scarcity of hete]nut> and iliere was 
a quarrel in a hai het\\een tiie parties. The p«diee '<ent up about ‘JD or ‘Jd 
person^ wlio were all hijr hu''ines«iiueii havino- ]{>. .')(| or Its. (ill tluuisaiul in 
their trade. They were *> 011 ! up on the charga* of imt l4)()ting. First of all 
th(‘ ea^e wa-' ^ent to ihe ordmarv Magistrate but later on. on tlo' motion of 
tlu' j)(dita‘ toi leasoiw noi known to tin* aeeust'd, the Adtiitional Magistrato 
withdrew the ease ti'oin the ordinary tile and transfiored it to a S])eeial 
Magistrate ap])ointed under the Ordinance. A Iniil petition was ruo\a*d 
before the District dudge. The District and Sessions Judga* was iindiued to 
giant bail luit toi‘ the jirovisions ot the Ordinance, the ('ourt lusjiei'toT- 
n}ipeared and his only arguimmt was that the case was undei- a spt*cia! 
tlrdinance and he found hiniscdt lndplt‘ss. The cast* was adjourneil and tlien 
In* came and jiut up a '«*rap of paj>er saying' that somebody wa.s seen elaiiping 
at the time of looting. Ot the persons who were sent uj) <»nl\ one was caught 
alter a small petty fanc.x sho]) was looted; all the other had left the place 
at the time Dut all the big men were .sent up and the case was tried b\ a 
S)»ecial Mag’istrtite ainl the setitence which wnis passed was monstrous. 

Sir. this In all due to the apiilieation of the Ordinance. In our district 
1 find that the m’dinary courts are .sitting idle. Alnnist all the cases are 
being tried by Sjiecial Magistrates. I sa\, Sir, that no such <*iriergen<*y 
e.Msts ill our pla< e and the eases shoubl be tried by ordinary Magistrates. 
This is tlie greatest scandal that is going on in the name of justii'e anti 1 
Mipfiort the motion of my est<‘eine<l friend Mr. Shaheed Suhrawardy with all 
lh(* enijdiasis 1 can command. 

Mauivi Kazi ABUL MASUDs Mi. Speaker, Sir, Mr. Suhrawardy, the 
I)eput\ Leadei ot oui paif\, has plae.ed all the facts; so I leaye the introdui- 
tion and .pisi come >traight t(» the ease. 

Now. Sir, >0 tin as Chuchkoir loit looting casi* is coficerioMl I have g^ol 
-'Oim* }>cr>oiial knowledge and I haye g(»f some tacts in ni\ jmsKession which 
1 like to place iietoie flu* House. .Sir. the House is aware of the fact that the 
fiainers ot the Ordinance did not intend that ttidinanee II ot MM'J would 
be apjdied indisi nminatelx ]»\ tlie e\eeutive otlicei It would onl\ ajiplv 
to the aicas wheie sabotage movemenl has been started and it woubl onl\ 
ajifilx where theie has been hindrance to the sueeesstul jirosecntion of tlie 
wai etbut>. hut so fai as ni\ ^uhdi vision is (onceined 1 can sa\ that there i- 
riot a solitary instama* ot sabotage nioveim*nt and neither the Hindus nor Ihe 
Musiini.s took an\ part in arix form in tin* sabotage movement. So. Sir. fliere 
wa< no ca^e j(» apjd\ ttidinance li of in rny subdivision. 

As leg’aids tile Ohachkoii h<it looting ca-'e the alleged fmt looting Mccurri**! 
^<>iio‘ (line Ml Si'ptemhei la>t. N«»w. w lien the oe<-um*nce took filace neither 
the then Dr-frict Olfieei of Hajshaht nor the Suhdi visional Dtlner of ,\ator** 
deemed it j)foi»er- to g-o to the spot and have an empiirx into the matter lo 
ascertain the lact> That "implx shows that* this is not a genuine (ase under 
t Irdinance N(». II . , 

Xow, Sir. the jierxms were arrested iti iiirttaiments and as many an 97 
persons wer^ arrested^ and .sent to After they were detained for a 
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(•(HI pie of niontlifi they were releasetl on bail, Tho rec-ommendation to bring 
the <‘a^e under tlie rules of Ordinance No. II was made about three months 
afler. This decision w'as made wdjen there was a meeting at Chachkoir, and 
the people of ihe lo'cality placed their grievances against the Sub-Inspector 
ol Police. After the meeting which was presided over by Mr. Suhrawardy 
it was decided by the executive that the case came under Ordinance No. II, 
?.r., three months after the occurrence. A case under section 379/147 was 
started, although there w^as not a single word of violence upon which the 
whole structure of the case stood. Even in the carefully drawn up first 
information report submitted to the Police Officers there was no mention of 
a single w’ord of violence. Sir, we fail to understand how this case can come 
under section 147, I.P.C., rioting. If tliere is no case of organised mob 
violence under section 147, l.J*.C., I do not understand. Sir, how a case of 
theft can stand. So far as damage is concerned, there w’as no considerable 
damage. Only a few shops w^ere looted and some clothes were snatched 
aw^ay. The hading was rather done by licensed rc»bbers. 1 mean the police. 
This vwdtia opvran^i was just to put these persons under arrest and extort 
money. The jioor people had to sell everything they possessed; they had to 
sell even their utensils to satisfy the Sub-Inspector of Ihdice. Now, Sir, 
when the case came up before the Special Magistrate, the Special Magistrate 
became so overzealous that he asked the Court Sub-Inspector whether he had 
any objection to bail being granted. The Court Sub-Inspector at first could 
not grasp the significance of the Magistrate’s (juestion. Then the Magis- 
trate categorically put the question to the Court Sub-Inspector whether he 
had any objection ; the Court Sub-Inspector then put in an objection that bail 
might be refused on certain grounds. Then. Sir. a petition w^as filed before 
the Special Magistrate taking objection that this case could not come under 
Ordinance II of 1942. That petition w^as rejected. Then there was a 
petition under 526, Cr. P. C., because of the fact that the Magistrate was 
biased and prejudiced from before. That petition also was rejected. There 
was another petition to allow the accused persons to have copies of his order, 
but, Sir, the accused could not get any copies to defend their case, and the 
whole <*ase was finished wdthin 4 or 5 days. The accused persons could not 
have sufficient opportunity to engage eminent lawyers and all rights and 
privileges were denied to them. They could not defend their case properly. 

Now. Sir, another feature of this case is that these accused persons, as 
has been, pointed out already, have been awarded sentences and they have 
to undergo rigorous imprisonment for two years. If they had been convict- 
ed and .sentenced for more than two years, they would have been able to 
prefer an appeal tp the High Court, but all rights and privileges were 
denied to them. They did not get the privilege of producing sufficient 
number of defence witnesses. (Mr. H. S. Sfuraw.^rut : The trial was 
finished in one day !) No, in 3 or 4 days. They did not get the privilege 
to cross-examine witnesses sufficiently and moreover. Sir, they were not 
allowed to prefer an appeal to thf^ Hon’ble High Court because of the 
sentences that were imposed on them. These innocent persons had nothing 
to do with any political movement. cAs the House is aware, just after the 
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Civil Disobedience Movement was started in Aiijrust last Mr. Jinnah had 
forbidden Mussalinans not to take part in the movement and after that the 
Mnssalmans of India never took any part in this movement, because they 
never believed that by terrorist movement the\ would be able to achieve 
their mission. 

Sir. I do not understand why these innocent Muslims were arrested and 
tried under Ordinance II of 1942. AVe respectfully submit that an enquiry 
should be made immediately to ascertain the tacts a> refrards the allejjfation 
ag'ainst the Sub-Inspector. We also hope that adecjuate compensation will 
be given to these innf)ceut Muslims who have been convicted. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Mr. Speaker. Sir. I iiate rule by 
Ordinance: every decent man must do that. It is not ft>r nothing that an 
Ordinance has been called a lawless law. An Ordinance is a lawdess law 
because it is inflicted on the people w’ithcmt the sanction of the people’s- 
representatives behind it. The Ordinance under discussion is particularly 
obnoxious because it robs people of a very valuable right, namely, the 
right to trial at a properly constituted court — a very valuable right w'hich 
man has gained in c<»urse of political evolution. We have already seen in 
this province how people have been robbed of their freedom, have been 
clapped behind the prison bar without trial as security prisoners. Here we 
are discussing a matter not very different from that. In the case of the 
security prisoners the> are deprived of the right to trial altogether. Her© 
people are deprived of the right to trial in a properly constituted court of 
law, a trial which gives them the right of appeal and jury trial among other 
privileges. So I consider this Ordinance to be obnoxious indeed. 

Now it may be said that extraordinary circumstances call for extra- 
ordinary measures. It may be suggested that the circumstances in the 
province today are extraordinary, and that therefore the ordinary course of 
trial may be abrogated to meet this extra(»rdinary situation. I believe not. 
In spite of all that is said about the war menace, the Japanese menace and 
all that, the situation in Bengal is not so serious, is not so extraordinary 
that it calls for an extraordinary measure like the one that is under discus- 
sion. The normal machinery of trial, the normal machinery of law has not 
been paralysed in the province : it is functioning all right. The normal 
life is going on in every respect; the province is not aflame with revolu- 
tion: the province is not going to be lost to the enemy. Therefore I feel 
that the circumstances in the province are not such as call for extraordinary 
measure like the one we are discussing here today. 

Now, Sir. my honourable friend Dr. Nalinaksha Sapyal has mentioned 
one case, namely, that of Srijut Satish (.'li^ndra (Jiakravarty of Tamluk. 
His offence, alleged offence, was this that he hoisted the National Flag on 
a particular day in his own house. By no stretch of imagination can a 
man be said to be guilty in any way if heTioists a flag which he regards 
sacred, a symbol of nationalism which •Jie adores, a symbol of free<iora. 
No man has the right to punish him, least of all punish him without trial 
in a properly constituted eourt of law^ that normally functions. 
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Sir, tills instance .sliow.s thul in this case even the ordinary political 
li^flit has been trampled upon. Satish Babii did commit no otl'ence: even 
it he (lid, he could be tried in an ordinary court of law. If you say that 
there is o-rave war menac(* in the jirovince. \oii can apply tlii.s lawles.s law 
to cas(“' oi subotaj^-e; \ou can a]>pl\ tlii^ lawlc^" law to fittli columnist 
acliviiics; \oii can nppl\ thi-. law to a man who wativs war afrainst the 
Imii pcjoi’ ; loit lor llea\«‘n\ >alve do not aj»})I,\ it to ol’dinaI■^ case^: do not 
!()b the })c(»ple of thf iiuht to carr\ on tlndi oidinaty political aclivitic'' in 
the peace! Ill wa> . 

Sir, tin* man w'ho \> at the head ot the administration oi llen^-al today 
is ixd mer(‘ly a distin^^uished public man with a nationalist outlook with 
broad political s\mpathie> but also is an able criminal law\ei-. In hi> lieait 
he must feel a^;f^^rieved when he sees that law’ i^ pi ostitut(*d for ulterioi 
political ends, lie must feel sorr\ if a man is robbed oi the valuable ri^ht 
w’hl(*h he has cnjo\ed for centiirie>, viz., the rig’ht to carry on normal 
political activities, and the ri^ht to trial in an ordinarv court of law* ii lie 
transgresses law, 1 do not know what his difficulties are, It the jmw’er" 
that be compel him to inflict this Ordinance on tin* peojile in a wa,\ which 
he does not himself desire, if the pi»wers that lu* compel him to do thiim^ 
tliut he us an honest public man detests, 1 appeal to him to take courage in 
both hands and see that this Ordinance is n<»t enforced in this pi(»vince to 
red) ])eoplc ol their «»rdinar\ p<ditical rights (Mr P IUnkujj : Do you 
sujiport this motion y) I will wait tor the repl\ of the Hon 'blc Olnei 
Ministei'. 1 am not ]»re]>ared to condemn a man unheard d'hat would not 
be fair. 1 would like him to .satist\ me and the Hou^e that In* will do hi-^ 
best to see that this law is not misused. I wait for his n*pl\ 

Mr. J0GE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Mr S])eakei. Sir, 1 understaml 
tin* niov«'i of tin* motion todav \t‘iy forcibly brought out that the Ordiiiunci* 
really contemplati‘d actions which have got to bt* dealt with on highei 
necessity ol Stale loi the [nirpost* (d the defence of this countr\, but in actual 
practice what do we tindr^ We find. Sir. tliat the piovisions of the Ordi- 
iianct* ai’t* ln'ing availt‘d oi b\ uiiserupulous parties to exjiloit this tor the 
purposi* ()| wn'aking" their personal veng’eance. 

We also find that this exploitation is carried out sonn‘times b_\ practising- 
decepti(»n upon the courts which, as I shall presently show, is discovered 
b\ those Mag;istratt‘s at a later period. Me also find that there being no 
power in the High (’ourt or any other superior criminal courts for sitting 
on apjieal or on rt‘vision uj*on orders once passed. ca.st‘> iindoubtt'dly have 
happened whi*re tin* w (*ll-aceepted leg*a! maxim that there can be wrong- 
wit hout a iemed\ i.^ negativt‘d. 

Sir, within the shoit time at.m> disposal. I will reter to a glaring instance 
oi unscrupulous persons availing tin* provision> ot thij Ordinance Sir. three 
cases were started in which invariably three pei-MUi.s figuied as prosecution 
witnesses. One was Nugeudni Nath Das, a washerman and daffadar and 
the accused were the office- bearer? of the union of which Nagendra Nath 
Dus w'as datfadar. An investigation was being carried on again.st the con- 
duct of the dalfudar and a meeting of^the union board was to haye taken place 
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over that matter. This daftudur, apart troin <lelinqueii(‘ies of his duties 
as daffadar, was also hroiig'ht u]> l>t*tort‘ a j>am*ha\et because he had a 
scandalous intrifrue with a widow and some of the ]>ersoo< who figured as 
a<cU8ed ]>ersons in these three (‘ases were uiiti»rtuna(ely the panchayels who 
investigated into that charge. What happened was this The first case 
Emperor rersus Pratulla Kumar Rhowmik was tried under' the spemal 
Chdinance. I'he aci’used had no idea about the char•g(‘'^ when he wtoit to 
Court. There the\ were told that tin* accused was bcinf.t tried under tlu‘ 
special Ordinani't* and the> would not get an\ turtlo'i' ad |ournmenl . If 
the> had got any witnesses to examine. the\ wert* (*\|)ecti‘d to examine the 
witnesses. The> askiMl for .in adjourrinrent . but no adjournment was grauttnl 
and they were (‘onvicttMl to one yearV rigorous imprisonment. As I have 
alread\ t(dd >ou. Sir, ht‘ cannot go on apjieal nor tan he go up btd'ore tin* 
High (hunt tor revision because tht‘ provisions oi the Ordinatu'e stand in 
the wa\ and there has been a decision of the Division Hench on that point 
Now. tliat datfadai- and aiioiher witnc.-'s iiguri* as wilm‘vses m two suli- 
sc([Uent cases. Tlnue the Spe<’ial Magistrate found out after cross-examina- 
tion what was the nature of the evidmice in those two cases and the Special 
Magistrate had to acijuit. He a.sked the (^)urt Insjiector “Are these the 
only tw’o persons who are witnesses'^ Have you got no other independent 
witnesses available?” The Court Inspector said that there wert* no other' 
witness(‘s except those twit pei'.sous Of course, in those tw'o cust‘s (Toss- 
exainination was held, tliese two witnesses were cross-examinerl and all 
thes* thirif^s were brought before the court. Thmi the Special Magi.strate, 
of course. ai'ijUitted hut not before a (huitisel had gone from (hdcutta to 
deteiul tliesi* juosoiis and cioss-exarnint* and bring out the unscrupulous 
natui'c of till* witnev^cN and the r'cal motive behind those people’s figuring 
a.^ prosecution witnesses Sir', the ijuestion now arises on tin* evidence of 
those lv\o peiMtU", allot lici otfice-beaier of the union board has beiMi convicted 
ami IS now ".ufferin^ rigoiou'' irupiisoimieiit . The High Court cannot I'evise 
It riie (tnl\ chance for a revision of that or-der or for' remission is if the 
Local (iovernruent exercise their- powers under seetion 401 of the Criminal 
l^rocedure ('ode. 1 emphasize this jiarticular cast* and beg lo draw the 
attention of the Home Miriisier, 1 do not know whether he will ju'omptlx 
look into this most regrettable case and I want the Home Minister to give 
a lategorical repls 

Sir. tile report is current that Sjiecial Magistrates jiave no discretion 
in tile matter' of as>uming juiisdntion as a Special Magistrate or to trv 
under (he oidinai's Cnuiinal iToeedttre Code b(*eau>e the ruinour has it 
and I want ihe Home Ministei jiaitieular 1\ lo let u- know whether irisiim- 
ticn-' h.ive been given to Special Magistiafe^ that if the I)eput\ Inspeetor- 
(ieneral, 1 rite] ligeiiec Rraneli. or- .tnv of t he ,>ubordiria(es wit.h the aulhoiilv 
of the I)ci>ut\ I nspector -( ieneral . 1 ntelligeiiee Ibaneh, roquires a Special 
Magistrate to trv a ease urtdei tlie sjieeial thdiioince II of l!f42. he ha-' got 
to tr\ it as sueh. This i.^ something which i^ making the lot of tlie Speeial 
Magistrates themselves ver\ miserable •They find that a ease is triable 
undt*r the ordinaiv Code of Criminal Proeediire and need not be tried by a 
Speeial Magistrate, but they feel belpjess. 
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Now jn,\ friend Dr. San>al referred to the flag” hoisting- eases, but for 
want of time he could not give this House details of tiie facts. The flag 
hfiisting was made according to the jiolice report in private houses and not 
in public places. The two persons, one Babu Satis Chandra Chakravarty, 
a very respectable old gentleman who was keeping very bad health, and 
another gentleman named Jnanendranath Maiti, hoisted or are alleged to 
have hoisted flags. Whether they themselves did it or not or any other 
members of the Hoiise did it, that also was not clear — one between 10-20 
and 10-*U) and another between 10-40 and 12 at their own houses. They 
were arrested, k(‘pt in the at night and produced before the Magistrate 

who said that he was going to take cognisance as a Special Magistrate. 
Bail was refused and then a counsel had to go from Calcutta who pointed out 
that these were two distinct offences and could not be tried in the same 
proceedings and that there was absolutely no offence. The Magistrate said, 
“J cannot go into the matter. We are not comj)etent to deal with it. If 
you like I will give you an adjournment, so that you can get the (-ase 
transferred or get a statement of law from the High (huirt, because an 
unusual difficulty has arisen”. The Magistrate felt ver\ iincomfortable, 
but there was the prosecution instructed by the local police that these 
people are not to be given any bail and they have got to be punished. 

Sir, under these circum8tan(‘e8 the trial is being proceeded with by the 
Special Magistrate and Mr. Speaker, you know very well that an accused 
is presumed t(» be inmwent under the British Criminal Jurisprudence, but 
in these trials they are not allowed bail unless the> can establish their 
innocence and when a Special Magistrate is trying a case, he is not bound 
to give any adjournment for the purpose of obtaining legal hel]) or for the 
purpose of securing evidence. 

I want the Hon'ble Minister to tell us definitely whether he approves 
such curtailment of the liberties of the people of this province, when 
there is no (|uestion of any high necessity of State, when there is no 
question of emergency, or when the defence of this province is not being 
endangered. If the Home Ministei agrees with me that these facts show 
that the jirovisions of the Ordinance are being mi8aj»])lied. the provisions 
of the OrdinaiK’c are being abused b> unscrupulous and overzealous officers, 
we should like to know whether it is not high time for the Provincial Gov- 
ernment to withdraw the appli(*ation of the provisions of this Ordinance 
in the light of the fa<‘ts disclosed here. 

Sir, this is all that I want t(> say. 

Mr. K. 8HAHABUODIN: Sir, ma> I move tliat -the <]uestion be 
now putf' 

Mr. SPEAKER: There arf man> othei speakers willing to speak. Sir 
Nazimuddin will speak. The Hon'ble the Chief Minister will reply. 

Mr. K. 8HAHABUDDIN:. Sir. what 1 suggest is this that the debate 
may be continued in such a way fhat there may be enough time, if neces- 
sary, to press the motion to a division. 

Mr. SPEAKER: xngy move the closure motion at a later stage. 
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Mft ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Sir. I support neither tin' motion nor 
the Ordinance. I know that the Ordinance is extremely drastic and tends 
to substitute tlie rei^u of the ordinary law ot the land 1)\ tin* reig'ii of the 
executive. Sir. the Ordinance has been promulj^ated by the (loveruor- 
General and not by the Provincial (iovernment (laug-hter). Sir, tlie 
grievances of the Opposition are that the Ordinuma* is misai)plied and the 
Special Magistrates have not acted according to the provisions of the 
Ordinance: they have acted with vengeance. This can be remedied. We 
can very well ajipeal to the Chief Minister that there should be no abuse 
of the provisions of this Ordinance and that the Special Magistrates should 
not act with vengeance. 1 am at one with Mr. tfupta and other speakers that 
the provisions are misapplied and we appeal to the Chief Minister who is also 
the Home Minister of the province that he should also see that the provisions 
of this Ordinance are not misapplied, that officers with judicial mentality 
should be appointed as Special Magistrates and they should get instructions 
from the Home Department if there be any misappliante of the provisions of 
the Ordinance. I do not want to discuss the matter in detail. Certainly 
there are reasons for grievances and there are reasons for bringing the 
adjournment motion. Had not the adjournment motion been a censure 
motion on this (iovernment certainly we would also have gone with tlie 
Oj>j)ositioti to the '•aim* lobby. We also feel as they do feel. 

Mauivi ABUL HA8HIM: Oil a point of order, Sir. A statement has 
been made by my honourable friend that had this motion not been a censure 
motion against the (iovernment, he would have gone to the same lobby 
with the Opposition. My point of order is whether my friend wants to 
indicate that this Assembly is discussing this motion not on its own merits, 
bin something on party lines. If that be the idea, then I think that it 
would certainly be a reflection and slur on this House. 

Mr, SPEAKER: 1 am afraid that is no point ol order. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Sir, in this connection 1 would like 
to quote a passage delivered by Sir Sultan Ahmed in the (aiuncil of State. 
It runs thus: “The power to issue Ordinance is vested in the Oovernor- 
(jeneral under section 72 , Schedule 9, of the (iovernment of India Act, 
193o. He ix the sole authority in cases of emergency to make and promul- 
gate such Ordinances and no authority can question his power to do so, 
and Ordinances so made have the like force of law as an Act passed by 
the Indian Legislature. That being the position, if the Governor-General 
has promulgated an Ordinance the scope or any provision of which does 
not appeal to anyone else, neither the (iovernor-General in Cojincil nor the 
Legislature have any jurisdiction to question his autllority”. 

Sir, we all know and my honourable friend also knows that under the 
Governnjent ot India Act, the Provincial (jovernments are helpless in this 
matter of Ordinance. They can onl\ see, ^s has been rightly put forward 
by Dr. Sanyal, that the provisions of* the Ordinance are not misapplied, 
and the Special Magistrates do not act in vengeance. Sir, we all agree on 
this point and 1 appeal to the Hon’bje the Chief Minister to look into the 
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Tiiatter. li the (’hief Minister who i.s also the Honie Minister keeps an 
watchful (‘\e oji this juattei aiul see that ijistniet ions are issued periodically 
to the Sjjeeiiil Magistrates, 1 think the ^rievaneen of the Opposition can 
he remedied 

Sii'. I preHunie that tile desire of tlo* Opposition is to see that these 
grievances are removed and not to <*ensure (rovernnient. If that is the 
desire, then we are all with the Ojiposition. Though we are sup]mrting this 
(Government, we are not iiere to support had measures of this (lovernment 
We aie tod heie to set* tiie Ohief Ministci or the Home Minisiei ihdng •'Ucli 
thinj^s whicli max he detrimental to the iwterests of tlie eountix. Tint there 
max he abuse of powers, there max he cause for grievances and I think these 
grievanci^s can he removed. We, the members of the (hialition Ihirty, will 
a])[)eal to the Home Minister on the floor of the House that he should look into 
the matter and see that these giievances are remedied. (A voiCK : Ask liirn 
to resign.) It necessarx. eertainly tin* Ministers will not hesitate to resign. 

So far as the grievances of the Opposition are concerned, I hope, and 
J think the Opiiosition also agrees with me, that these can he removed 
within a xv«‘ek it tiie Opjmsilion eo-operates with the Ministers If this 
is dom*. if the 0]ipositi(m <’o-operates with tlie (lovernment in thi" matter, 
certainlx witfiin a verx short space (d time these g‘rii‘X am e^ would he a thing 
id the past. 

We hope the Hon'lile Ohiet Ministei will feel the pnlse of file House 
and if he finds that all sections of the House including the Opposition and 
the Ooalilion l‘artx do not agiee that the Spisial Magis1rat(*s simuld he 
vested xvifli jmweis xvhich max he abused in this fasliion and if tlie House 
is ill enfiie agreement with reganf to the lemedies oi thesi^ grievanct's. 1 
lio])p he will look to the matter. 

Mr. M. A, H. ISPAHANI: Sii , tie* «jne''ti(m lie now })uf 

Mr. SPEAKER: Sn Na/iiiimidin, Imw long do > on pjojMt-c* lo i.tke im 
this matter;' 

Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Onlx ten niinutt**', 

Dr. SYAMAPRASAD MOOKERilEE: Mi Speaker. Sir, ilie ()iie>tion 
whieli has been brought before the House hx the adjournment motion is one 
of supreme importamc xvith regard to the civil liberties of the people of 
this jiroviuee. and I xvould heg the House to consider this matter irres])eetiv(‘ 
of ])artx polities, 1 do not de>iic to make a long sjieech hut 1 xxould ju>t 
point out lliat in respect of the administration of this Ordinance the l^rovin- 
cial troxernment ha> a great ic>ponsii>i]itx . Sir. the previous '<])eaker 
pointed out that tiie PmvineiaJ (iovernment was aetirig under tiie orders 
of tlie (iovernment id India. I dittt‘r from lliat interpretation So far as 
tlie Ordinance it sell is concerned, it lias no doubt been ]uomulgated hx the 
(iovernor-Oeueral, hut if you look at the >ections which confer jurisdiction 
on the Special .fudges and Magisti a-tes, it will be apparent that the class of 
cases to he tried under this Ordinance is to he determined either by the 
Provincial (iovernment or by some i^iticer who maj be empowered by the 
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Provincial (iovei niiient in this behall. In tact tlic Ordinaiicc itself comes 
into operati<in only if the* Provincial (iloverinm*nt I'J satistii'd that an emer- 
gency exists. Now. Sir, our grievane'e is that powers ha\e been exenused 
by certain ofbcer> to whom powers had been del«‘gate*d b> the Pn>vincial 
(fovcrnmciit in a manner which i^ inconsistent with the s|)iii1 and ]>rovision 
(d this Oielinanrc Tins Ordinance (a>vered on]^ cases t»t (‘merge*m’> , but 
Irnni the* cas(‘> which have been |ilae*ed beton* the Hous** and tienn other 
( asc" Jt i*' < b‘ar tliat the jiretvisions aie being apjilied to oidinai N eases and 
j>ersons are being shut out fi'om the* privileges to which the\ ai(‘ entitled 
undei tile ordinal^ provisions of the law. I would appeal lo the Ohiet 
Ministei to announei' the (iovt*rnment j>olie\ in this <’onneetion. There is 
no reason wh\ the Ordinance should an\ longer apply in Pengal In the 
tiist place there should be an assurance given to all sections of the House 
that (iov(‘rnnient will reeonsidei the present polie\, will examine the eases 
which ha\e already been dealt witii under the Ordinama*: in the second 
place, theie must be cleai assuraiict* that with regard to the future a]ipli<‘a- 
tion ot this Ordinam t' the drastic transfer ot pow’t‘rs w'hieh has b(‘en sanc- 
tioned b\ this Provincial (ioveriiineiit to the local ottieers umb*!' sections 
d and 10 will be withdrawn, so that the pidie) muN be enumdated by the 
Provincial (Ti»vernment itsidf which will remain responsible for its proper 
and satislaetoiv administration. 

Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, I consider ii a great ])it\ that some 
ot the members who eaini* late wen* not able to listt*n to the s))(‘ech of 
Ml’ Suhraward\ In that speech Mr. Suhraward> placed the ease so I’learly 
and ably that it is not nee(‘ssar\ tor me to dwell at any great length to 
t'Xplain to the House the reas(»n wh\ this nnition has been moved I shall 
contiiie myselt om1> to two points: I would ]ik<‘ t(> make it absolutely clear 
that (nivernment Inne the right to ust* «*\traordinar\ iiowers to rleal with 
an\ serious situation in an emergencv . Hut when these ]>()werH are con- 
terred upon ( iovei rimeiit , when these extraoi dinai v rights an* given, it is 
ineumbeiit on the ( io\ eininent and tin* ottieers cmicenH'd that these jaovers 
should not b<‘ abustMl and its afiplieatjon should be vi*r\ eaietull\ (*\amined 
betore it i" allowed to be applied. It is a tundaineiital (jin'stion : tiovern- 
nient cannot have the light to have extraordinary pow(*rs in their hands 
it ihe\ .illow ihe-'C to be abused. Tlie Legislature, the country and the 
public place these powers in the hands ot tlo* fiovernment on the definite 
undersianding that these will Im- used only when it is absidutely necessary. 

Sir, as fai as Ordinance II is concerned, it is ( le.ir that it has been almsed 
very badly and the eases tliat liave been jdai’eil betore the House today by 
Mr. .Suhrawaidy, J)r. Sanyal, Mr -I (b (iuj»ta and Khan^ Hahadur Maulvi 
•laialuddin Ahmad are sueli tliat every one *iii this House has been eon- 
vineed that there has been a gross abuse of justiee. It is a tragi*dy that for 
the last nine imuitlis or so thi- ojipression lias been going on. In many 
cases the aggrieved persons have made rejiresenfations and appeals have he«*n 
made to the (Tovernnient, and yet we find* the (’hief Minister stating that 
he does not know* anything about it. How could these grievances be redressed 
if the public have to wait till the Ijegv^luture meets and the Minister is 
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threatened with censure motion? Does the Hon’ble Chief Minister mean 
to say that then and then only can these grievances be redressed? We find 
that on the plea of war the Legislature is summoned at long intervals; thu> 
no opportunity is given to the members of the House to have these grievances 
redressed in time. I do not understand what the Ministers have been doing 
all these six months, nor do I understand why the Chief Minister did not 
look into the matter when complaints were brought before him. 

Sir, if the honourable members have any feeling for civic rights, foi 
justice, they should record their votes in support of the motion unless the 
Chief Minister accepts the demand which has been put forward by 

Dr. Sanyal, by Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee and which I also endorse, 

namely, that immediately a high judicial officer should be appointed tc 
examine these cases and where there has been a clear abuse of the applica- 
tion of the Ordinance, in all those cases clemency should be exercised and 
the people convicted should be released. It should be declared in the House 
and an understanding should be given by the Chief Minister that in all 
cases in which the Ordinance has been misapplied, the persons convicted 
and sent to jail will be released and if there has been any case of gross 

abuse of justice compensation should be paid in such a case. In other 

cases where heavy sentences of imprisonment have been passed, irrespective 
of the question of misapplication, those sentences should be reduced also. 
Sir, the members of this House must be satisfied that there has been nc 
abuse of the Ordinance. I want to make it clear, and I want to draw 
specially the attention of the European group, that w^e are not against the 
Ordinance as such : if there is a state of emergency Ordinance should be 
applied by Government, but it must be clear that it is neither for vindictive 
reason nor for personal reason that the Ordinance is being used. 

I think, Sir, it is now clear that the Chief Minister should accept the 
•Uggestioii that lias been put forward in this House. 

As far as the future is concerned we want a clear undertaking from the 
Hon’ble (^hief Minister that the application of the Ordinance will not be 
abused and I support the suggestion of Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee that 
this power should not remain in the hands of the local offiiers hut in each 
case where they want to appoint a Special Magistrate it should he referred 
to the Government and the Home Minister should examine the case before 
allowing it. After all there are not many cases in wdiich it is used; it ought 
to be quite easy as it appears to if after 3 months a Special Magistrate is 
appointed, there is ample time for the District Magistrate to refer the matter 
to the Home Minister. In each case it should be referred to Government 
and should be lo,oked into personally by the Home Minister or any other 
Minister whom he likes to depute, and only with the approval of the Minister 
Special Magistrates should be appointed. 

Mft At F. $TARK: Muv I have just one minute to make the attitude 
of our party clear? We agree tkat Goverument should declare their policy 
with regard to the application of this Ordinance. It is not enough, in our 
opinion, to delegate the power to District Magistrates and leave them without 
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directions witli rep^ard to the settin^^ up oi Special Magistrates and the cases 
which should he put before Special Majifistrates. But. Sir, where we do 
not quite ajrree is that Government not havinp jriven any direction — I stand 
open to correction whether Government liave f^iven any declaration of their 
policy to the District Maj^istrates or definite directions with rejrard to cases 
to be referred to the Special Magistrates — you should turn round upon your 
District Magistrates afterw’ards and say, ‘‘what have you been doing. If 
you do not give them any directions, if you do not give them any guide, it 
is not fair to turn round afterwards upon them. 

The Hon’bie Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Sir, I would not have 
taken the somewhat unusual step of intervening in this debate 

Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: Question be now put. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: It appears that the House is practically unanimous 
wuth regard to a certain matter, namely, that there should be clear enun- 
ciation of policy by the Government and that instructions should issue to 
District Magistrates according to that jmlicy and the House demands an 
assurance from the Hon’ble the Home Minister who is also the (Miief Ministt*r. 
I’hercfore, 1 felt that if that assurance be not satisfactory to the House, it 
would be bet tel if I give the House an o})portunity of expressing its viodict 
on that issue. In tliat \ ie\\ I think the Hon’ble the Ghief Minister should 
speak now. 

The Hon*ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, on the last occasion when 
this motion came before the House my esteemed friend Mr. Khwaja Shaha- 
buddin made the rtmiark that what 1 was saying about the notice of tiie 
adjournimMii motion was not true; or in otlier words 1 was tidling an 
untruth. Sir. today Mr. Suhrawardy has returned to that jioint and in his 
own iniinitahle st\]c has given me the comiilinients of being jiri'varicat ing, 
untruthful and a great destroyer of the privileges of tin* House by taking 
shelter under vague generalities. T will not w’aste the time of the House 
in order to destroy the equanimity that now prevails by any improper 
language. As regards Mr. Suhrawardy’s rtunarkfl I can treat them with the 
contempt which they deserve. I leave the matter at that. 

Now, Sir, as regards the Ordinance, there cannot be the slightest doubt 
that all sections of the House have got complaints that whatever may have 
been the reasons which led to the promulgation of the Ordinance or of its 
application to Bengal, there have been instances in which the Ordinance 
has been misapplied and misapplied in such a manner as to cause hardshij) 
to the people and by reason of the special provisions of the Ordinance it has 
deprived them of the legal rights which, the people positess under tlie ordi- 
nary law. Now, there cannot be the slightest doubt that Ordinances like 
this do curtail the liberties of the people. In the first place, if a case is 
tried under the Ordinance the right of a Dial by a jury is taken away. 
Summary poweis are granted to magistrates and judges. As w'e all know 
the trial by a jury means a valued right which the people have got — a right 
to insist upon unless there are circumstances which justify depriving people 
of these rights. 
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Now, Sir, it is true that an einer^reiicy existed in the province and that 
we were very near the theatre of the war when the Ordinance was promul- 
gated, hut as has been held by the Judicial Committee^of the Privy Council 
as also by Courts in England generally that even though martial law is in 
operation civil tribunals should be allowed to function even in the areas where 
martial law is promulgated. From that point of view the principle of law at 
once follows that the Ordinance being a promulgation by the executive 
authority in curtailment of popular rights the application of the Ordinance 
should be restrained as much as i> 08 sible. The question then arises w’hether 
in the circumstances prevailing in the country there was justification for the 
promulgation of the Ordinance and its application to the province as also the 
various orders that liave been passed by the Local (lovernment regarding 
tlje manner in which the Ordinance is to be brought into operation. 

Now, as regards the first point, the Ordinance itself says tliat “it shall 
come into force in any Province only if the Provincial (Tovernment, l»eing 
satisfied of the existence of an emergency arising h-oni a liostile attack on 
India or on a country neighbouring on India” and so on and so fortli. Now*. 
Sir, you will remember that the Ordinance was applied to Bengal in May and 
June, 1942. The difi‘eren(!e in dates is due to the fact that the Ordinance 
was promulgated in the denial areas first and then extended to the rest of 
Bengal. We all know the condition of affairs at that time, how' the neigh- 
bouring countries bad fallen under enemy occupation and liow very badly 
we were threatened all round. Therefore, Sir, the question that the Ordi- 
nance iiud t(> be promulgated is, I think, now beyond dispute, namely, there 
was an emergency and the nece.s.sity was so great tliat the Provincial Oovern- 
ment felt justified that the Ordinance should he applied to Bengal. 

Now, Sir, I admit that having applied the Ordinance to tlie ]m»vin(e the 
lesponsibihty of the Government to .‘^ee that the Ordinance is properly 
ap])lied could never liav(‘ been taken away. On the contraiy, having regard 
to the stringent provisions of the Ordinance, it was all the more the duty 
of the Local Government to see that provision is made whicli would reduce 
the chances of misapplication to the utmost minimum. At tlie present 
moment the House has got the right to question Government wdiether those 
precautions have been taken or not. 

Now’, Sir, what we have done is briefly this: that instriiction.s with regard 
to the use or application of the Ordinance were forwarded to all District 
Magistrates and the Ghief Presidency Magistrate, and it w’a.s then empha- 
sized tliat the Ordinance was intended to be used only wdien under specially 
disturbed conditions speedy administration of justice was of paramount 
importance, and that even then it* was intended that the ordinary courts 
would continue to function excepting so far as the Provincial Government 
might direct that certain offences should be tried by Special Courts. Sir, 
w’hat we did wa^ to send an exhaustive schedule of cases in which and only 
in which the Special Magistrates sfiould take up the trial of cases under the 
Ordinance. No doubt. Sir, the District Magistrates and the Chief Presi- 
dency Magistrate in Calcutta were given the discretion to decide which 
cases would come up before the Special Magistrates. 
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Now, Sir Naziinuddiii has made the point tlial it would he mui h safer if 
instead of giviiij? such ^feiieral directions to the District Maoris! rates, it he 
made a rule that the trial of cases hy Special Mi^nstrates vould only he 
permissible if the Local (xovernnient had held that view, or in other words 
no case would he made over to the Special Ma#»-istrates tor trial excej)t with 
the previous approval of the Local Government. Sir, it is a very important 
point and as it seems to me to he a very reasonuhle suj^^estion, 1 promise, 
Sir, I will take up this matter with the law officers of the (Vown as far as 
}) 0 ssihle. I cannot commit myself immediately on the spot, hut I (*ertainly 
feel that this is a su^^gestion which should l»e accepted, hut at the same 
time I would like to say this much that I shall see that this point is j)roperly 
considered and unless there are any ohjections to the contrary, this is the 
rule that we shall follow. After all, these cases are not of numerous 
occurrence. As Sir Nazimuddin himself has pointed out sudli cases are few 
and far between, and it will not he an extra burden on the Provincial (rovern* 
ment to decide whether a particular case should he transferred to the Special 
\ Magistrate or not, 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: AVhat about righting the wrong^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 am coming to that. 

1 will now give replies to the point which has he<‘n raised hy Dr. Sanyal 
so .specifically and hy other speakers. Now, Sir, it would take a g(M)d deal 
of time ot the House if 1 w’ere to explain the various matters in which wo 
thought that the chances of misapplication had been reduced. 1 hope the 
ILnise ^^ill agree with me that in any of these cases it cannot he said that 
tlie officers acted in a manner which would or could impute to them an\ thing 
like unscrupulous disobedience* of the provisions of law. The offir ers should 
he taken to he acting from the best of intentions 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL S On the other hand, charg(‘s have been 
made that Government have .secretly circularised instructions to take up 
any matter and refer it to a Special Magistrate where the D(*i)uty Insiiecfor. 
(jenerul. Intelligence Branch, so requires. I have got a document to j>rove 
that. 

Th© Hon’bl© Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: All I can say is that so far as 
1 am aware, so far as 1 have been informed the Deputy Inspector-General, 
Intelligence Branch, does not (aune into the picture at all. 1 am speaking 
from my knowledge. I do not know whether I have been ill-informed. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL; Sir, in this document the Deputy 
Insjiei tor-General, Intelligence Branch, Calcutta, desires that the case hi; 
tried at Sadar hy a competent Magistrate., The Police ajiplicd to the 
Magistrate on the ground that the Deputy Inspector-General, Intelligence 
Branch, ‘wanted this transfer. 

Tha HOfl’bl© Mr, A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Fnder the Ordinance? 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Thaf is not mentioned in the application. 
That is mentioned verbally. 
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The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sj) far as this document is 
concerned, tliis does not show tlnit the Deputy Inspector-General, Intelli- 
gence Branch, wanted the case to he tried under the Ordinance. 

Now, Sir, it is true that the Murshidahad case was transferred from 
Lalha^^h to Murshidahad Sadar. The reason is that the Suhdivisional Officer, 
Lalhaj^h, and the Second Officer were both witnesses in the case. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: That was the trick played. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, that is the information. 
They were tlie witnesses in the case. There was no competent Magistrate 
at Lalhagh and that is why the case had to he transferred to Sadar. 

Mr. 8YED BADRUDDUJA. May I point out in this connection that 
the District Magistrate specially transferred this case to the Suhdivisional 
Officer, Sadar, because the Suhdivisional Officer, Sadar, had already estab- 
lished a reputation for fairplay and justice by having fined Mr. Pollard 
Ks. ‘^00 before that case was taken to the High Court. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Me do not dispute the reference of the 
rase t{) the Suhdivisional Officer, Sadar; what we dispute is directing him 
to act as a Special Magistrate. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I th ink you are wasting away the valuable time of the 
House. You are not allowing him to give assurances that are expected. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, as far as my memory goes, 
there is a leading case reported in the Indian Law' Report where it is laid 
down that a Magistrate who is cited as a witness or is likely to he cited as 
« witness should not try the i-ase. 

1 will then conn* to the assurances that have been asked for. Each case 
(hat is mentioned and each case that wdll be mentioned later on will be 
considered and we shall go very fully into the details. We shall investiga'te 
wdiether the law' has been really misapplied or not and in any case in which 
we find that persoiis have been convicted and there is a prayer under 
section 401 to the Local Government to intervene, w'e shall consider each 
case on its merits and if we find that the conviction has been wrong, we 
will set aside the conviction and set the men at liberty. May I point out to 
the House that the very first case under the Ordinance was one in which two 
nieii w’ere sentenced to death by the Special Judge. The case came up in 
consequence of an application under section 401 before my honourable 
colleague the Judicial Minister and on going through the record he advised 
flis Excellencv that clemency should be shown under section 401 and the 
sentcm'p of death should he commuted to one of transportation for life. 

(At this stage the red light was lit.) 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Tw’o hours’ time is over and the debate terminates. 

Mr. 8YED BADRUDDUJA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, will you extend the time 
by two minutes morei^ 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I cannot do it pnder the rules. 
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I have already given my ruling on the expression “shame”, but before 
I adjourn the House I should like to state soiiietbiiig more. I have ulwayi 
been conscious of my own shortcomings and also of my weak memory. On 
the spur of the moment I thought that the word “shame” was unparlia- 
mentary and I gave my ruling accordingly. But then, relying on the 
superior knowledge of some of my friends here I thought my ruling was 
wrong and consequently I modified it to a (‘ertain extent that when it 
applied to a member it was unparliamentary and that so far as the other 
part was concerned I would give my final ruling later on. I have since 
looked up the matter and it appears to me that according to tlie parlia- 
mentary practice in Pmgland the word “shame” is unparliamentary 
unconditionally without any restriction whatsoever. As far hack as 1887 it 
was held by the Speaker as follows: “I must call the attention of the 
honourable gentleman to the fact that he has just uttered a word which is 
not parliamentary. He U8e<l the word ‘shame'. It is a word which is of 
recent use and one which is becoming tmjuent. It is an exj)ression which 
ought to be rigorously put down. With the authority and sanction of the 
House 1 shall projmse for the future to take notice of it,” That was in 1887. 
After that it has been reaffirme<l, if I may tise that exjjression, from time to 
time. In 1893, it was held by the Sjieaker: “Honourable members will not, 
I hope, Use such an expression as ‘shame’ ” Again it was held by tho 
Sj)eaker in the same year J893: “After what has passed there is very little 
for me to say. The word ‘shame’ is an expression which I have always 
endeavoured with the sanction of the House to restrain, but after what ha* 
passed and the right honourahle gentleman has so frankly acknowledged the 
unparliamentary eharaeter of the expression I do not think there is anything 
more to say.” Therefore my ruling is that the word ‘shame’ is unparlia- 
mentary and should not be used in this House in future. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: But, Sir, this is 1943, and will you 
permit an expression of opinion by honourable members of this House on 
this question at our next meeting? 

Mr. SPEAKER ! I have given iii\ ruling hut I am again subject to 
correction, and I say that I am prepared to disruss this matter with the 
party leaders as well as any other honourable member uho is prepared to 
give me assistance in this matter in my chamber. 

The House was then adjourned at TJ-Io p.m. till 3-4") i).m. 

AFTERNOON SESSION. 

Withdrawal of remarks against Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy made by the Hon’ble 

Chief Minister. • 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ*; Sir, before you begin the 
business of the day, may I refer for a moment to a portion of my speech on 
the adjournment motion debate this mornirf^? Sir, in the (‘ourse of that 
debate I said sf)mething about Mr. Suhmwardy’s good taste, good manner* 
and all that. I feel that I .should not fiave made personal remarks and I 
beg to withdraw wliat I said. This m^y be expunged from the proceedings. 
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Mr. SPEAKER: I am jj^rateful to the Leader of the House for with- 
drawin^f the remarks on his own initiative and I hope the members will 
follow his exajnple if on the spur of the moment they make any objectionable 
remarks. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: On a previous occasion when this point 
was raised I submitted that all .such matters should be properly examined 
by the Privile^^e Oommittee or any other committee of the House. It is 
not lair that-only one generr)us member who offers to withdraw will see his 
remarks withdrawn and the other remarks will remain. It is only fair 
that if one portion of such observation is allowed to he withdrawn you 
should see that all such compliments go out of the proceedings and future 
generations need not be troubled about this. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I understand that in the matter of proceedings 
expressions of this nature which are unparliamentary or undesirable have 
already been expunged. As for the suggestion made by Dr. Sanyal I wel- 
come it and I will have it di.scussed in the Privilege Committee. 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, 1 am sorry I was not here. 1 am told 
that the llon'ble (!hief Minister is prepared to withdraw certain remarks. 
I told you what the difficulty is. I placed it before you and I placed it 
before the House. It may be, Sir, that my language is not pleasing, but 
whatever 1 said I hope that I had made my remarks not against the person 
or against tlie personal qualities of the Chief Minister. I had not attacked 
him and his personality as much as his political activities and what he divl 
as reflected in his political activities. The Hon'ble the Chief Minister 
makes some personal remarks against my good faith and honesty and all 
that. 1 had intended to give a reply to it. It is perfectly true, when I am 
not a silent niemher of this House, that in the very next debate I intenderl 
to give a reply to it in what I consider to be a suitable manner, because 
that being allowed my reply to it will also be allow'ed by you sitting in the 
Chair. I am in a fix. Shall I give a reply or shall I not? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: He has withdrawn it. 

GOVERNMENT BILL8. 

The Bengal (Rural) Primary Education (Amendmant) Bill, 1942. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: Sir, I beg to move 
that the amendment made by the Council in the Bengal (Rural) Primary 
Education (Ainendpient) Bill, 1942, as passed by the Bengal Legislative 
Assembly and as amended by the Bengal Legislative Council, be taken into 
consideration. 

Sir, there is only one amendment. It is substitution of the word 
'‘Committee” for the word ‘‘Aoard”. That is the only amendment made 
and suggested by the Upper House/and I leave it to the members to consider 
this. As a matter of fact, 1 find it was evidently a mi.stake. The House 
may recall that this Bill was settled after mutual consultation among the 
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Leaders of the parties and, as a matter of fact, tliere wa.s not much discus- 
sion on the floor of the House. However, the draft, as made by the Legis- 
lative Department, was not therefore taken into minute oou.sideration and 
the mistake remained there. 

Sir, the amendment has been made in sub-clause (3) of clause 2. The 
paragraph runs thus: — 

“The Director of Public Instruction, Bengal, shall be ex-offivio Chair- 
man of the Committee, and there .shall be a Secretary of the Committee 
-who shall for the first term of five year.s be appointed by the Prf>vincial 
Government from amongst the elected members of the Board’’— that was 
how it stood before — “and who shall thereafter be elected in the prescribed 
manner by the members of the Committee from amongst themselves.” 

Evidently this was a mistake. As a matter of fact, the Legislative 
Department took the Committee and the Board as interchangeable terms 
whereas, as a matter of fact, according to the definition of “Board”, it could 
not be so. The definition of “Board” is “District School Board” whereas 
we are concerned with the Secretary of a Committee. Therefore, that was 
ab.solutely a mistake and this mistake was detected by the Upper House 
in the course of their long discussion on this Bill. Therefore, I submit 
that this being obviously a mistake, the correction made by the Upi)er 
House may be accepted. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Mr. Speaker, Sir, the observations 
made by the Hon’ble Minister in charge who happens to he the Leader of 
the Council leave one agape. It reminds me. Sir, of an interesting case, 
in wliich a mistake in accounting in a big Government office was detec ted 
after it had pas.sed tlmmgh 40 different persons and then even when it was 
passed through audit the mistake remained and at a very late stage it was 
put up before the Public Accounts Committee when the mistake was dis- 
covered. Such things happen when one man who passes a draft finds his 
superior officer just dittoing and signing the draft and the second man 
passes it on to the third and the third to the fourth and everyone puts his 
signature; and ultimately .somewhere it gets stuck. It is very well that 
it got stuck in the Council, the Upper House, of which the Hon’ble Ministei 
is the I^eader, and the drafting mistake wa.s detected at a very late stage. 
But ^^e are entitled to know how the mistake had actually c;rept in. 

The point at issue was whether there was any previous draft, and I 
presume there was another draft in ivhich the idea of a cximmittee was 
there and we want to have the full picture placed before us, so that we may, 
while condoning such mistakes, know the mind of Government. I do not 
really object to the changing of the word “Board” to “c^ommittee”, because 
obviously this is necessary in view of the present schen^ of affairs, but was 
it at any time the intention of Government to have a Primary Education 
Board and was that in the back of the mind when this amending Bill was 
drafted? If so, what is the present .state in which that proposal stands. 
These are relevant questions which come uppermost in our mind. 

So far as this amendment is concerned, it has raised certain important 
issues, namely, that when a Bill passes through one House, goes to the 



198 


GOVERNMENT BILLS. 


[3«d Mae., 


other, and comes back from that House with some technical minor modi- 
fications of this character, should we treat them as minor alterations and 
leave them at that or try to investigate into the whole position and find out 
how such waste of time, paper and money necessarily could be avoided, so 
that in future such things may not be repeated. Where is the guarantee that 
the drafting made by Government — Secretaries and other officials — on behalf 
of Government and of the legislature could keep an eye on such technical 
minor drafting mistakes or grammatical mistakes.^ Sir, we feel that this 
matter should more carefully be gone into and although I do not oppose 
the amendment I would very much desire that more light be thrown on 
the state of affairs. The Hon’ble Minister in charge has of course stated 
his reasoiiH. What are the reasons that the Hon'ble Minister in charge of 
the Legislative Department would like to advance? What reasons has he 
to offer to the mistake that the Legislative Department had made in this 
case? (The Hon’ble Mr. Pramatha Nath Banerjee : No. reasons.) And 
Sir, if there is no explanation then let us at least have this on record th«t 
this House desires better scrutiny, more careful examination, word for 
word, of at least all pieces of legislation that pass through this House. We 
must not be caught napping by the Upper House or Council and we will 
not allow the (Council to turn round next time and say: “AVelJ, you boys! 
you made a mistake here — grammatical or otherwise — and you must correct 
it.” Let us at least not have that repeated. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: Sir. as I have 
already explained it was unavoidable. I could not discover the mistake; 
it was unavoidable under the circumstances of the case. As I have told 
you there was absolutely no discuswon about the provisions of the Bill or 
any scrutiny of the language in which the Bill was couched. That was the 
reason why this mistake occurred. We took only 15 minutes to pass this 
Bill in this House, whereas in the other House they took about 20 days te 
scrutinise the Bill to the minutest detail, and there this mistake was dis- 
covered. As a matter of fact it also did not strike me when it was passed 
by the Assembly. That is the main reason. Certainly I realise the anxiety 
of the honourable members that in future all such Bills should be very care- 
fully scrutinised, so that this House may not have the mortification to feel 
that we made a mistake which was detected by the other House. I realise 
the anxiety on the part of honourable members of this House, and I can 
assure you that in future any legislation that comes from the Legislative 
Department will be very carefully scrutinised by me before it goes to the 
other House. 

The motion of fhe Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. Abdul Karim that the 
amendment made by the Council in the Bengal (Rural) Primary Education 
(Amendment) Bill, 1942, be taken into consideration, was then put and 
agreed to. 

The question that the amendment made by the Council in the Bengal 
(Rural) Primary Education (Amehdment) Bill, 1942, be agreed to, was 
then put and agreed to. 
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Th« Bengal Finance Bill, 1943. 

The Hcn’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, 1 lyeg* to move tlmt the 
Bengal Finance Bill, 1943, be taken into consideration. 

I do not wish to take up the time of the House hv retmversing the 
ground that I covered in detail in my budget speech, and I piojmse there- 
lore merely to summarise the outstanding points of our present financial 
position. 

The war has thrown a very heavy additional burden on provincial 
revenues: the budget estimate of expenditure for the coming ytor under 
the new war liead “03 — Extmordinary Charges in India” has been placed 
at 1 crore 01 Likhs : but the expenditure l>ooked under this head d(»es not by 
any means indicate the full measure of the burden. The cost of the dearness 
allowance — an item that occurs under ejich grant — is likely to be in the 
neighlmurhod of 60 lakhs: the provisions under “29 — Police” in the coming 
year's budget is 2 crores 89 hikhs: excluding 20 lakhs, whi(‘h is on a(ax)unt 
of dec^rness allowance, the balance of next year’s provision represents an 
increase of 35 lakhs over the actuals of 1939-40: ninety-five per cent, of this 
increase may fairly be said to be an additional burden placed on provincial 
revenues by the war. 

Briefly, I would say that out of our expenditure in these days the normal 
administration of the provinie accounts for between 14^ and 14A crores and 
everything over this is extra expenditure that has had to be umlertaken 
by reason of the war. That means that the abnormal exj)enditure to be 
met from provincial revenues is'of the order of 3 ciores a year. 

That of course is not the whole picture: there have also been consider- 
able additions to our revenue since the first year of the war: at 2 crores 10 
lakhs our receipts from the income-tax pool this year will be 127 lakhs 
higher than they were in 1940-41 : our receipts under Provincial Excise are 
60 Lakhs higher than in 1940-41 : during the current year the new taxation 
imposed in 1940 — the side tax, the raw jute sides tax and the motor spirit 
sales tax — is responsible for additional revenue of nearly a crore. Against 
these gains we have to set losses under Customs, l>etter known to members 
of this House perhaps as the Jute Export Duty: under Stamps and Land 
Revenue. The net result is that in the current year we hope to meet nearly 
a crore and a half of the extra expenditure from current revenue and the 
rest must be met with borrowed money. 

Fnder the Delhi agreement of January 1942 we receive from the Centriil 
Government interest-free advances to assist us to meet our sliare of the 
poolalde Civil Defence expenditure. The amount estimated to be outstiind- 
ing on account of these advances on 31st March, 1944, is 2 crores 20 lakhs. 
In addition, during the current year, we have receive?! from the (’eniral 
Government a spe<'ial ways and means advance of 2i crores. This advance 
was to have been repaid in June 1943 hut we shall he in no position to repay 
it at that time and India l«is agreed to extetid the period of repayment for 
a further twelve months. As far, therefore, as can be seen at present, on 
3lfit March, 1944, we shall be owing the Central Government about 4 crores 
70 lakhs. 
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It must always be a difficult question how to allocate the burden of war 
expenditure between the tax-payer of today and posterity. I have already 
informed the House that I have no intention of trying? “to pay as we go”. 
In this bill the additional revenue I am asking the House to empower me 
to raise is only 33 lakhs, representing about one-hfth only of the anticipated 
deficit during 1943-44. 

In my budget speech I indicated that the decision to limit my demandfl 
to this modest figure was dictated by my anxiety not to do anything that 
^ might entail for the poorer classes any material addition to the already 
phenomenally high cost of living. If further research brings to light other 
sources of taxation tluit will not affect the cost of living of tlie pcxjrer 
classes or if our efforts to reduce the prices of the neces.saries of life are 
crowned witli success, I shall consider whether I sliall not be justified in 
calling on to<lay’s taxpiiyer to bear a birger share of tlie war burden. 

I now turn to the Bill. 

The first Act with which we are concerned is the Bengal Entertainments 
Tax of 1922: my first projmsal is the enhancement of the tax on the admis- 
sion charges to cinemas. 

The Bill makes no change in the tax on admission charges of seven annas 
or less: for practical purposes my proposals represent the doubling of the 
existing rates on admission charges of eight annas and over. The addi- 
tional levy is one that the cinema goer can well afford or at worst by absent- 
ing himself may avoid. I also propose that the totalisator tax should be 
rai.sed from 4 per cent, to It) per cent, and the betting tax from 4 per cent, 
to 10 per cent. At times like the pre.sent no one will, I imagine, dispute 
the justice of an enhjincemeiit of the existing rate of either of the.se taxes. 

The other duty I wish to enhance is the electricity duty. 1 propo.se to 
d(mbli* the <luty when the licensee’s net charge does not exceed three annas 
a unit. The only licen.s(»e in Bengiil whose net charge is three annas or 
less is the Calcutta Electric Supply Corporation and the effect of my proposal 
is that taking the licensee’s charge and the Government levy together the 
domesti(! tonsumer in Calcutta will once again have to pay the same amount 
for his electricity as he paid in 1933 before the Company reduced their net 
charge from 2^ annus to 2 annas u unit. In order not to add to the diffi- 
<‘ulties of the smallest consumers I have provided that in the case of those 
consumers who use more than fifteen units in any one month (and do not 
therefore get the benefit of the exemption allowed to small consumers) but 
do not use more than twenty units there shall be no enhancement of the exist- 
ing rate. 

The House will wish to know what additional revenue the enhanced 
rates are expected to bring in. It is estimated that the enhanced tax on 
cinemas should yield an extra 6 lakhs: the totalisator tax 12 lakhs: the 
betting tax 3 lakhs. There has been a very heavy drop in our receipts from 
electricity duty as a result id the,. black-out in Calcutta and the proposed 
enhancement is not likely to give Us more than 12 lakhs extra so long as the 
present lighting restrictions continue. 
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One word about the period for which these enhanced mites are to be in 
force : 

I am askin^^ the House to imiK>se this emerj^ency taxation for two years 
only in the first instance. Before the expiry of that period the jmsition will 
be leviewed and should it be necessary the House will be asked to extend 
the period for which the enhanced rates may remain operative. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: I be^ to move by way of amendment 
<hat the Bill be circulated for the purpose of elicitiujr opinion thereon by 
the loth March, 1943. 

Sir, in moving this amendment I beg to point out to this House that 
this Bill was jdaced before the House only on the 18th Fehruary. 1943. This 
Bill was not published in the ('olrutia Gazette jirevious to that date. 

Sir, it is a Finance Bill and it affe(‘ts the purse of the j>ublic; so the 
])\ihlic must have a voice and they must know how their juirsp is going to 
be affected by the passing of this Finan(‘e Bill. There were other means of 
taxing the people and these were placed before the (‘ountry much earlier. I 
want to read here the recommendation of the Bengal Land Revenue rom- 
mission. They said on page (>4 of the Report of the (\)mmission : “We 
should prefer an agricultural income-tax to he imposed as a transitional 
mea'^ure until the scheme of State aetjuisition is effected or as a j)ermanent 
measure, if Government consider that State acquisition should not he under- 
taken for financial or other reasons. We are strongly of the o])inion that 
if any agricultural income-tax is imjmsed it should he applied solely for the 
imj>rovement» of agriculture or for projects connected with agricultural 
improvement.” 

Sir, 1 beg to point out here that during the last Ministry an Agricultural 
IiKome-tax Bill was published in the Gazette in 1941 and that Bill was 
going to be taken uj) by the House. Now, an argument may be ])ut here 
that it is only due to the presence of the war that that Bill cannot be taken 
up. The Land Revenue Commission has taken that view of the matter also 
into consideration. They said: “We realise that if it is not jnrssible 
])articularly during the duration of the war to raise necessary instalments — 
that may not be feasible during the continuance of the AVar — so far as the 
im[»ositiou of agricultural income-tax is concerned, Government can do it 
even during the continuance of the War.” That particular body has given 
its verdict for the agricultural income-tax. I do not know why the present 
G('vernment is fighting shy of the imposition of agricultural income-tax. 
The (Tovernrnent of Assam has done it, so also is the case with the Govern- 
ment of Madras. I do not know* w*hy the (government of Bengal is fighting 
shy. Sir, the Muslim League Ministry had actually taken up the matter 
and a Bill was published, and it could have been on the Statute Book it 
there had been no change in the Ministry, in the meantime. The present 
Ministry wliich is a combination of the Krishak Proja Party and the Forward 
Bloc Party were always for the abolition of the Permanent Settlement and 
for the imposition of this tax for the ameMoration of the condition of the 
agriculturists^ — the Krishak Projas themselves. But now they are not com- 
ing forward with a Bill of this kind for the rea.son that the land-owning 
classes might be annoyed. 



202 


GOVERNMENT BILLS. 


[3b<d Mar , 


I think they are not doing it only for the reason that the land-owning 
classes who are giving their support to the present Ministry may be estranged. 
I put forward the ease of Agricultural Income-tax Bill on the ground that 
the Rev(‘nue f'ommiHsion itself had recommended that the receipts from the 
agricultural income-tax should be applied solely for the improvement of 
agriculture or for projects connected with agricultural improvement. So, if 
agricultural income-tax was imposed, then the country would have benefited 
because the entire net proceeds therefrom would have gone for the impiv)ve*- 
nient of agriculture. So far as this particular tax is concerned the Finance 
Minister, who liappens to he the Lhief Minister, does not say anything in 
the Statement f)f ()})jects and Reasons and also in his financial statement and 
also in the speech that he has just now delivered as to w'hat purpose the 
proceeds from the taxation will go. He doe*s not say that it will go for the 
improvement of the dumb millions of the country. 

Sir, we have seen that sales tax was passed and when it was going to be 
passe<l it was pressed from all sectimis of the House that tlie proceeds from 
the pool must go for ameliorative measures, partic ularly of the masses, and 
the House insisted that it should he iiu'orporated in the Bill tlien. But the 
(Government came forward with the plea that they were unable to emlmdy 
the same in (lie Bill itself, but they were ready to give an assurance that the 
proc(‘e(ls tlierefrom would he spent solely fm* nation-building purposes, but 
this Ihogressive Ministry has not utilised even a farthing from the^sales tax 
proceeds for the improvement of nation-huilding department^. Not only 
that, Sir. They liave effected saving in a most important part of nation- 
building departments like the Primary Education. They have saved 11 
lakhs 10 thousand from Primary Education — 10 lakhs which was reserved 
foi’ the ScIkk)! Board and 1 lakh 10 thousand for the training of primary 
teachers. 

Sir, I beg to draw the attention of the House to another point. The 
Chief Minister in his financial statement has said that we have got more 
than 48 lakhs of rupees from excise duty during the current year. He goes 
on to say, “Excise receipts are up by 48 lakhs. This is attributable to the 
larger consumption of country liquor as a r<‘sult of the influx into this 
Province of large numbers of non-Bengalee labourers, evacuees and camp 
followers addicded to liquor.” Mr. Gladding also the other day pointed 
out that the excise duty might have betm increased. I think the Ministry 
are committed to proldhition, but it would have been much better if they 
increased the excise duty so that it would have l)een in a sense a progressive 
way of prohibition. They have not seen their way to increase the excise 
duty ; they lla^"e only said that this was due to the fact that non-Bengalee 
labourers, evacuees and their camp followers were consuming these things, 
and if you go through the Red Book itself you will find that there has been 
a rise in consumption of opium also. If there was an increase in excise 
duty, I think that would have 'gone a great way in reducing the consump- 
tion both of country liquor as well ?s of opium. Sir, the Chief Minister has 
tried to show to this House that because liquor or country liquor is consum- 
ed by the non-Bengalees so it may be encouraged. I only leave it to the 
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good sense of* the Hon’ble the Lliief Minister and also of the party support- 
ing him whicli is styled as progressive whether they are ready to encourage 
consumption of ('ountry liquor In non-B<uigalees. 

Sir, another point to which I beg to draw the attention of the House 
is that in the Original Side of the High Court, c‘ourt-fee paid is nominal. 
There has l>een a great demand in the country that proper court-fee should 
be assessed in the Original Side of the High (\)urt. That agitation is 
going on in the country for a long time. Even on a plaint of a orore of 
rupee's, nominal court-fee is affixed. Government did not see their way to 
impose taxation there without touching such an important thing like 
ele(*tricity. 

My motion, therefore, in seeking the Bill to l>e circulated for eliciting 
public opinion is this: it is an important measure of taxation; the Bill was 
not publislied in the Gazette earlier before it was placed in the House; the 
country imfortunat-ely had no time in expressing its opinion one way or the 
other. This House owes a duty to give the public an opportunity to express 
its opinion on the Finance Bill. My motion is a very modest one. I think 
that if the Bill is to Im» passed it ought to be passed during the current 
.session of the Legislative As.sembly. So I propo.se that the Bill be circulated 
for tJie purpose of eliciting opinion thereon b\ the loth March, so that after 
the opinions are expri'ssed thereon the Bill may be taken up during the 
current .session of the As.sembly and Government may not be put to any 
awkward situation. 1 think my mode.st amendment for getting it circulated 
up to the loth Marcli will be accepted by the Chief Minister, and 1 commend 
n\} motion for the acceptance of the House for the reasons already stated. 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Mr. Speaker, Sir, may I tak(‘ this 
opportunity of reminding the Hon’ble tlie Chief Minister and the members 
of the party supjiorting him that before we parted company the Hon’ble 
the Chief Minister told the members of his party that the first step of 
financial reform that he will undertake will be the repeal of the Sales Tax. 
I would also like to remind the honourable members and the Chief Minister 
that he told members of his party that he was not responsible for the Sales 
Tax, that it was I who lias respon.sible for it and therefore be should be 
permitted to form a new Ministry whose fir.st task would be to repeal the 
Sales Tax. It was, Sir, a method of hitting below the belt, but for the 
time being he managed to arouse hate against me and to get a certain 
amount of support for himself from the members of his party. From that 
time onw^ards we have been waiting to see when the Chief Minister would 
implement his promise so glibly given to the members of his party. 

Now, Sir, it is very difficult to take a decided view^ regarding taxation 
owing to the special circumstances of today. We know that we are unable 
to balance our budget and therefore it i.s meet and proper that the income 
should be increased. 

At the same time, Sir, if the increase !n the financial resources he of 
such a nature that it does not help the Province at all, if it merely cast.9 a 
burden upon the people without in any appreciable measure assisting the 
finances of the Province, if the Provyice cannot ever make up the deficit, 
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and the deficit will ultimately have to be wiped off, as the previous deficit 
of the Ben^^al Government had to be wiped off by the Government of India, 
then, Sir, there is no justification why the people of Bengal should be 
asked to undergo a fresh burden of taxation when all that it will result in 
will be to lighten the burden of the Government of India and place the 
burden on the neck of the people of Bengal. I am, therefore, as a question 
of principle, against the imposition of any fresh taxation unless that fresh 
taxation can balance the Budget or that fresh taxation will place a surplus 
at the disposal of the Government of Bengal which can be utilised for tlie 
purpose of ameliorating the condition of the masses. It is no use sapping 
our resourc.es mer<dy for the purpose of decreasing the amount wbicli will 
have to be wiped off ultimately, because there is not the slightest hope that 
the resources of the Government of Bengal will be able to meet the financial 
commitments necessitated by tlie war. 

Then, Sir, I come to the point as regards what commodity we should 
tax if the House does decide that we should put on some taxation. Well, 
in the first place, we should tax those persons who can afford to pay. In 
that category falls the agricultural income. Sir, a Bill wa^ prepared which 
was published by me and it was ready to be taken up, but as everybody in 
this House knows a new Ministry came into power, and since then w'e have 
heard nothing about it. The next point is that we should tax such commo- 
dities which at the present moment are lightly taxed, such as luxuric's. The 
third commodity which w’e should tax should be in tlie interests of social 
reform, and there the first thing which strikes us is the increase in the 
excise duty. Tlie House will remember that wlien the Sales Tax was 
introduced in ibis House, country liquor and foreign liquor were kept out 
of the purview of the Sales Tax, because they had a special tax of their own, 
and I stated on the floor of the House that it was the purpose of Govern- 
ment to levy fresh taxation in respect of these by increasing the rate of 
excise duty. Therefoi^e, before you go in for easy taxation which can be 
imposed by a stroke of the pen, you should, in the first instance, increase 
the excise duty, as my friend Mr. Israil has forcefully pointed out, and 
also increase the duty on foreign liquor. I remember, Sir, it being argued 
thal foreign liquor would not be able to stand an increased levy. On the 
other hand, we find that foreign liquor is now selling at about o, 0 and 10 
tunes (he previous rate, and those wh(» want it are paying for it. There- 
fore, Sir, if the duty on foreign liquor had been increased, w^e would have 
a very good revenue and this would be the first source which we should 
have tapped before we tapped such things as elecdricity rate.s. My view 
regarding electricity dut> is this: it was the intention of the previous 
Government that we should luive a policy of electricity expansion and for 
that purpose we should build uj) a reserve fund and my idea at that moment 
was that the duty that we were raising from electricity should be set apart 
and funded for the purpose of future electrical development. The reason 
why I did not do so at that moment was that there was no definite pidicy 
and thot was the reason why we appointed some experts for the purpose 
of advising us on such a policy. 
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Now, Sir, I think it is unfair to increase the electricity duty particularly 
when the income will go merely for the purpose of lightening the burden of 
the Government of India and not of the Government of Bengal. 1 think 
that Government should, as far as possible, frame an electricity policy of 
its own, and if it imposes any electricity duty, this as well as the previous 
duty ought to be separated and funded for the purpose of electricity 
expansion. 

Now, Sir, electricity duty can be imposed with ease, and as electricity 
is cheaper here in Calcutta than outside Calcutta, it is the first object to 
attract the eye. But Government forget that we have to pay for other 
things here at a very high rate; our general taxation is higher than what it 
is in the mofussil, and over and above that it is advantageous to have cheap^ 
ele(‘tricity . Cheap ele(*tricity should be the slogan and not ilear electricity. 
We should not place it on a par with the mofussil and make it dear. A 
friend of mine who is an ex}>ert on electricity said, “It seems to me that 
Government is out to see what is cheap and instead of making cheap things 
cheaper it says, ‘well, this is cheap; let us make it dear and dearer and 
make it more difficult for the people to purchase iC 

Then, Sir, as to the minimum limit proposed by the Hon’ble Minister, 
namel\, lo units (»r ‘*20 units, I think the exemptahle minimum should he 
raised. 

Then, Sir, as regards the betting tax it is very easy to put it on and it 
may be said that it fits in with the third category, namely, as a measure of 
social reform, but, Sir, the result will be just the reverw*. We km)W that 
in Calcutta bucket shops are a veritable menace and in s]>ite of efforts of 
rhe Police they have not l)ecn abb* to bring these bucket shops under 
control. If the rate is increased in this haphazard manner without any 
attempt being made to control the bucket .shop.s and illegal betting, the 
result will be that Wtting will go underground and there will be more 
l)etting outside and more will escape taxation than before. 

As regards cinema I do not say anything, because 1 used to be an addict 
as a cinema-goer; but I would only .say this that four annas on two rupees 
is a sum which fits our .sense of proportion but eight annas on tw'o rupees 
does not. Well, Sir, if the Hon’ble Minister thinks that the entertainment 
of the people should be curtailed, of course one cannot say very much 
regarding this, because we know that there are a large number of people 
who have to go without entertainment or without the softer amenities of 
life, and those who can afford to pay should pay, but my fundamental 
objection still stands that taxation .should not be imposed on the people if 
the proceecls really cannot benefit them. 

• 

Mr, D, CLADDING r Mr. Speaker, Sir, on behalf of the European 
Party I oppose the motion for circulation and support the motion for consi- 
deration of this Finance Bill. Our attitude to the Bill w^as indicated in the 
general debate on the Budget. We take it strictly for what it claims to be, 
namely, a purely temporary w’ar measiiVe, to reduce the gap between 
revenue receipts and revenue expenditure created by our large expenditure 
on Civil Defence, ext^a Police, measures to control supplies and the price 
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of food, and measures to grant dearness allowances to poorer paid Govern- 
ment servants; all of which expenditure is a result of the war and directed 
to its suc'cessful prosecution so far as this Province is concerned. We 
approve* of extra taxation for that purpose, as a purely temporary war 
measure, and we think that taxation to the tune of an extra 33 lakhs is not 
unreasonable, having regard to the rate at which our indebtedness would 
otherwise be piling up. 

Government, if I may suggest a definition, is the art of taxation. The 
Hon’ble Finance Minister has certainly been artful. He proposes no new 
taxes, and thereby saves himself the trouble of having to justify a new tax 
in principle. He confines himself to existing taxes whose principle has 
already been accepted, and proposes to increase them. He has selected 
three taxes only: two of them, the tax on cinema tickets and the tax on 
l>etting, are taxes on amusements; and it was in any case inevitable, I 
suppose, that taxes on amusements should be .selected for increase. The 
increased tax on cinema tickets and the increased betting tax will both 
be heavy. They will apply throughout the Province, but will be paid, 
almost exclusively by Calcutta. The other tax he has selected for increase, 
namely, the electricity duty, is in a different street altogether. It is not 
a tax on amu.sements (if the Finance Minister thinks it is, his definition of 
amusement differs from mine) and the increase proposed will not apply to 
the whole Province. It will apply to those ]>eople only who get electricity 
for lights and fans from the .supplier at not more than 3 annas a unit; 
in other words, to those jwople only who reside in Calcutta and its neigh- 
bourhood; and, since those people get their electricity for lights and fans 
at 2 annas a unit, it will subject them to a sales tax of no less than 50 per 
cent! This will be the first case, as far as I am aware, of identical articles 
('[ ])iecisely the .same intrinsic value beiiig subjected to a higher tax if 
tlicy are .sold cheaply, and to a lower tax if they are sold more expensively: 
and the first case also, as far as I am aware, of their being subjected to a 
higher tax if they are bought in greater quantity than if they are bought 
ill lesHiM- (plant ity. The article, moreover, is a necessity rather than a 
luxury. We will stomach the proposal for the sake of the war on the 
understanding, already mentioned, that it is purely makeshift for the period 
of the war, and on the understanding that it does not represent a considered 
change in GovernmenCs theory of taxation. All we shall do is to put in 
two amendments which I will mention later. 

With regard to the increased tax on cinema tickets, we ask Government, 
if it is passed, to give the cinemas at least one month’s notice, so that they 
may make the necessary alterations, .such as printing of tickets, before it 
is brought into fopce. We also ask Government to try, as a matter of 
convenience to the industry, tc bring it into force on the day in the week 
on which the majority generally change their jirogramnies. This, I 
iielieve, is Friday. 

With regard to the Betting Tax, we would warn Government, as 
Mr. Subrawardy has just done, that the raising of it to 10 per cent, will 
give a fillip to the already existing evil of underground betting with bucket 
shops. Government's proposed action will, therefore, not merely set an 
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added premium on evasion of tlie law but also, to a possibly serious extent, 
depnve Government of some of the extra revenue it hopes to get. As a 
counter-measure, Government had better take steps to ensure that deterrent 
punishment is meted out to owners, occupiers and users of bucket shop 
premises. As far as we are aware, Magistrates have not been in the habit 
of exercising more than a fraction of their powers to impose a maximum 
penalty of Rs. 500 or three months’ rigorous imprisonment. 

. Tlie two amendments which we have put in as regards electricity duty 
stand in the names of Mr. J. R. Walker and myself. Mr. Walker’s amend- 
ment, which is put in two alternative forms, seeks merely to remove an 
anomaly in the present working of the electricity duty; by making it clear 
that the lighting of roads running between coolie lines provided by an 
industrial undertaking is exeinjit from the tax if the coolie lines are situated 
outside the immediate four walls of the factory premises, just as it is if 
they lie within those four walls. The amendment that stands in my name 
seeks to protect from the increased electricity duty a greater number of the 
poorer members of the public than is proposed to be protected by the Finance 
Minister s Bill. He proposes to levy the existing (> pies duty on those only 
whose consumption ex(‘eeds 15 units but does not exceed 20 units. Our 
amemlment proposes to save those also whose (‘onsumption exceeds 20 units 
l)ut does not exceed dO units per month. The amendment, if accepted, will 
save over 9,000 poor families from having their cost of living increased by 
this Bill, and will ileprive (loveinment of only about 7 per cent, of their 
expected increase of revenue from clau.se 0 of this Bill. AVe are most hope- 
ful that Government will accept both of the.se amendments. 

We see no good ground.s wliatever for circulating this Bill. It is a 
short Bill; it breaks no new ground, and it .should be di.spo.sed of as quickly 

possible. This Hou.se .should be (juite capable of disposing of it in its 
own stride. As I said when I began, my Party oppos4‘s the motion for 
circulation and supports the motion for consideration. 

Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, I support the motion for circulation. 
Mr. $uhrawardy has given very strong reasons why this Bill should be 
circulated for eliciting public opinion. I maintain that the whole .scheme 
of taxation under this Bill is wrong. The object of taxation should be, 
as far as po.ssible, not to tax the poor people but to impose taxation on 
those who are best able to pay. Sir, if this Bill i.s passed, the heaviest 
burden will fall on those who are the least able to pay. I consider it very 
wrong that the amusement tax on the .seats for three or four annas should 
be increased. For the people who are very poor the only amu.senient and 
relaxation is perhaps to go to the cinema once a week or once a month. 
They live a very hard life of drudgery aiid^toil and th?y hardly know any 
recreation. At a time when the poor {>er»ple liave been most hard hit hy 
rice selling at Rs. 20 per maund impo.sition of an additional burden on them 
in the shape of enhanced ammsement tax w#uld, I think, he gro.ssly unfair 
and wrong. There can be no objection if Government increa.se the taxation 
on higher priced seats, but to impose a fax on a three-annu or a four-anna 
seat is absolutely wrong. I think this at least should be avoided. 
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Sir, I now come to the betting. It has already been pointed out by 
previous speakers that this increase of 10 per cent, would lead to the increase 
in the numl>er of bucket shops. Anybody who knows anything about 
betting 

Mailivi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: We know nothing about betting, 
but if you know you can give your considered opinion. 

Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN; Anybody who knows anything about 
betting must realise that there is no means by which Government can pre- 
vent the increase in the number of bucket shops and illicit gambling. 
Mr. Gladding lias suggested deterrent punishment, but in every country 
this has been tried and it has failed. 

It only leads to the increase in the number of bucket shops; illicit betting 
will increase. What is more, I am strongly of opinion that the amount of 
tax which Government expect to derive from this tax will not l>e realised. 
The amount is bound to go down. Betting on the race course will decrease 
and the expected amount of tax will not be realized. (Dr. Nalinaksh\ 
Sanyal: The same arguments apply to the Fatka market also.) Therefore, 
1 think it would have been far better if the tax on winning bets had been 
increased from 4 per cent, to o per cent, and a o per cent, tax put on the 
bookmakers’ and totalizators’ winning bets. The Turf Club in Bengal gets 
off very lightly as far as taxation is concerned. There is absolutely no 
justification why the Turf Club .should not pay a portion of the betting tax. 
At the present time the tax is paid by the winning punters entirely. The 
Turf Club takes all the profits and pays only the tax. That is the excuse 
that has l)een put forward, for not taxing it, but so far as income-tax is 
concerned, they deduct all their expen.ses, such as lavish entertainment, hiffh 
salaries, etc., and thus reduce the due amount of income-tax. But if a 0 
per cent, tax is put on the totalizator’s takings on the losing tickets — this 
will be paid out of the profits of the Turf Clul) — then the amount which 
will be realized will be much more. At the same time, if the bookmakers 
are also treated in the same way and 5 i>er cent, tiix is taken from their 
winning bets, then also the amount that Government will get wdll be 
increased. So, the result will be that actually Government will get more 
money and there will be less burden on the people and the evil of increase in 
bucket shops and illicit gambling will also be much less. 

Now I come to the electricity tax. Here I am afraid I am going to give 
Mr. Gladding a shock, but let me remind the House that when the Elec- 
tricity Bill was first introduced, taxation of industrial electricity was pro- 
vided for, that is ,to say, indu.strial concerns where electricity was used 
were made to pay certain electricty tax. At that time it was pointed out 
that it would be a great handicap to industries if this tax was retained; it 
would be unfair as far as competition with coal and oil was concerned and 
at that time, I may remind the members of the House, the industries were 
going through a very bad period o| depression. Now I maintain that indus- 
tries are actually making money hands over foot and they are absolutely 
rolling in wealth. They do not know how to avoid the Excess Profits Tax 
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and I submit that if at the present time industrial electricity is taxed, indus- 
tries will not feel it. Instead of paying? in the shape of Excels Profits Tax, 
they would be glad to pay direct to the Province. There will be fair com- 
petition between coal and electricity. 

Further I would specially point out to tho.se who are re.sideiits in Calcutta 
that the proposed increase of electricity dut> falls most heavily on that 
class of people wlio are at the j)resent time least able to hear this tax, I mean 
fhe middle class people with fixed income and tho.se who get salaries and 
those who have got limited means. On the other haml. business people and 
to a certain extent certain other classes who are making large j)rofits out of 
war industries are flourishing. It is the people Avho belong to the stuvices 
who have got fixed income, it is they whose cost of living has gone uj) ami 
at the same time their income has remained stationary. To juit additional 
burden on this class of people by taxing electricity is, T consider, grossly 
wrong. Evidently, Ministers have never considered this qustion from the 
point of view of the public and as usual the Pill has been evolved in the 
Secretariat where, as Mr, Gladding .says with his jiast exjierience, it is the 
easiest way to do it, namely, you have got no new taxation, just look uj) the 
(dd taxes, add a little more, it involves very little work and it goes through 
the Hou.se. When it was put before Minister, he put his dhohi mark on it. 
They never considered how people are going to be affected by the .scheme 
of taxation. They did not take into consideration the poor middle class 
j)eople who are groaning under the heavy rise in the cost of living, they 
have jmt a serious burden on them by increasing the electricity tax. 

Sir, 1 w'ould also like to point out that at a time when the price of 
kerosene oil has gone so high, when kero.sene is absolutely unobtainable, it 
is very immoral to put a tax on electricity because the only way in which 
people can avoid using kero.sene oil is by using more electric light. Now, 
in Calcutta practically 99 per cent, of the h<»u.ses have got electricity and to 
increa.se the electricity tax on ordinary consumers is wrong. ti()vt*riiment 
(‘ould have done the same thing, could have achieved the hume object, could 
have got the de.sired amount of money — as the European (jroui> wants for 
the purpose of meeting war expenditure — by means equally well and at the 
same time without hitting the middle cla.ss and poor people. 

Sir, I submit that if this Pill is circulated for eliciting public oinnion, 
it would be possible for Government to frame a Pill which will give far 
more money than is expected from the present Pill. 

Sir, I have forgotten to say one other thing. Government can increase 
the amount which they get from the Calcutta Turf Cluh. They pay only 
Rs. 29,090 a year whereas the Pombay (iovernment realise from Us. 2 lakhs 
to Rs. 3 lakhs from the Western India Turf •Club. 1 .see no reason w hy w e 
cannot call upon the Calcutta Turf Cluh to pay Rs. 2 lakhs w’hf)se re.serve 
funds are enormous, whose income is tremendous, — and what is more — , 
where Indians are debarred from becoming* permanent meml^rs, where 
Indian jockeys arc not given licence and ^here racing of Indian bred horsea 
are not properly provided for. You may compare the conditions here with 
those in Bombay where thej* have mad« it compulsory that GO per cent, of 
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the prize money must be reserved for Indian bred horses. One result of 
this rule has been tliat this year an Indian bred horse, two years old, has 
fetrhed a jjriee of Rs. .‘)">,00(). The horse was bred by an ordinary breeder 
in Punjab and lie has lieen able to earn Ks. ’)’),000 by the sale of one horse. 
The avera^^e price this year for an Indian bred horse has been something like 
Rs. 10,000 to Ks. 12,000. That is only due to the fact that in Bombay the 
Western India Turf (’lub are putting prize money ranging from Rs. 20,000 to 
Rs. 30,000 for Indian bred horses. If in Bengal the Calcutta Turf Club 
were to reserve races for Indian bred horses, the breeding of Indian horses 
will improve. Indian jockeys can also be trained thus justifying the con- 
tinuance of racing. 

Sir, I submit that Government .should seriously consider these proposals. 
If they really want to rai.se taxes, if they want to meet the deficit, they have 
got means at their disposal. They can do so by a sensible scheme of taxa- 
tion and not by this ill-conceived measure. 

(Mr. Speaker called upon Mr. P. Banerji to speak). 

Mr. J. R. WALKER: May 1 be permitted, Sir, to say one word in 
connection witli the remarks imnle by Sir Nazimuddin? I won’t take more 
than a minute. 

Mr. SPEAKER: No. I have already called upon Mr. Banerji to speak. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I ri>e to .•^ppak on the motion for 
circulation and in doing so I endorse the words that have fallen from the 
supporters of this Bill. Sir, it was very interesting indeed to listen to 
Sir Nazimuddin this afternoon. There is a saying in Sanskrit “ 

3R*f: ” /.c., people grow wiser gradually and slowly. In 

1930 I introduced a Bill called the Betting, Racing and Lottery Bill. In 
tliat Bill I put forward certain arguments and I am glad to hear this even- 
ing that Sir Nazimuddin in opposing tliis measure suggested some argu- 
ments which practically echoed the whole statement made by me on the 
floor of the House in 1930. At that time I asked why should we not break 
th^ .^lonopoly of the Royal Turf (’lub? Why should not the Turf Club be 
taxed? But Government turned a deaf year to my proposal. Later on. 
Sir, when the Dog Racing Bill was introduced 1 was similarly treated; 
Sir Nazimuddin also opposed that Bill. In the course of a very nice argu- 
ment in support of the Bill, the Hon’ble Finance Minister states that if the 
poorer class of people feel that the taxation is high it is better that they 
shyijd abstain themselves from the cinema. Very wonderful argument 
indeeil ! Such an argument can come from a child, but not from a respon- 
sible Minister of Government having so much experience. As has been 
said by all the speakers there inust be some time given to consider the evil 
effects of taxation on 4-anna tickets. I was a member of the Select Com- 
mittee when this Act was pa.ssed. I opjxised taxation on 4-anna tickets. 
After I had spoken Sir John \Voodhead considered that there should not be 
any taxation on tickets worth 3 ijhnas to 3 annas 9 pies, but I insisted that 
tickets up to 4 annas should be exempted from taxation. Now what is the 
actual state of affairs? Sir Nazimiuidin and other honourable members have 
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said that it is not possible to stop bucket shops or illicit betting. If it is 
not possible then the only course is that dog racing should be legalised 
which is within the poor man’s means. When a similar Bill was introduced 
in the British Parliament in October 1930 it was said that it was the poor 
m^’s pastime. Dog racing was legalised in England in 1930. As regards 
cinema houses in India we notice that the agents of the police purchase all 
the 4i-anna tickets wdth the result that poor men cannot purchase tickets 
worth 4 annas 6 pies. These tickets are sold in front of cinema houses at 
not less than 6 annas. Therefore, Sir, whether (jovernmeut is generous or 
not, the fact remains that the poor man’s pastime is taxed here. It is not 
possible for poor men in this country to get tickets at 4 annas (» pies; they 
have to pay in all b annas. Therefore, Sir, I consider that up to 4 anna* 
there should be no taxation and this has already been suj)ported by 
Sir Nazimuddin. 

Now, Sir, as to other points public opinion is very much against this 
Bill. At this time, particularly when the prices of all commodities are soar- 
ing very high, it is only fair that there should be no taxation and Sir 
Nazimuddin was right in pointing out that without ecjuivalent gain to the 
people there should not be any taxation. I submit, Sir, that this is a wrong 
policy of taxation. 

Now, Sir, the Hon’ble Finance Minister expects to get an additional 
revenue of Hs. (> lakhs from this taxation. In the course of amdher debate 
it was suggested that instead of this taxation agricultural income should 
have been taxed. That was the only course open to Government without 
bringing in this sort of taxation at this time. 

Sir, I do not want to speak on electricity, because after waiting year 
after year at the doors of the Electrh* (’ompany and bringing pressure on 
them we succeeded in reducing the rate of electricity. As sotm as the rate 
was reduced, Government put a tax on it. It has Wn said by 
Mr. Suhrawardy that the electricity charge in (’alcutta is cheap, but some 
people say that it is not cheaper in compari.son with the electricity charges 
in England and other countries of the world. It wne also the intentitui of 
Government to have the electricity rate further reduced for the advantage 
of everybody. 

The only point that has been stressed is with regard to the taxation on 
betting. The Turf Club should be very heavily taxed and Sir Nazimuddin 
also suggested that there should be facilities for emplf)yment of Indian 
jockeys. I vehemently spoke year after year in lavoiir of this proi>osal. 
There was absolutely no reason why the Turf Club should have the mono- 
poly in the matter. From the year 1932, /.c., for more^han 19 years I have 
been trying and I have failed. Now, Sir, I notice this change. Periple 
have begun to think otherwise and even Sir Nazimuddin today holds the 
view that there should be Indian jockeys and if there are Indian jockeys 
the monopoly should not be given to th# Turf Club. I think that there are 
Indian clubs also which can manage A. When the Sales Tax Bill w^a« 
circulated for public opinion, the majority opinion of Municipalities, District 
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BomhIh and Associations was in favour of this proposal, while the Turf 
Cluh, the European Association and the Bengal (Chamber of Commerce were 
opposed to it. 

These thre(‘ asso(‘iations opposed because they were interested parties. 
In spite of all this public opinion in our favour the proposal had 
not been given effect to. Sir, things are rapidly changing; and when even 
Sir Nazinniddin feels that everything shoulfl be Indianised I suggest that a 
Bill should be brought in in the next session so that Government — because 
it is a temporary measure of taxation — can immediately do away with this 
Bill and bring forward a Bill taxing both horse-racing and dog-racing. 
Then (lovernnient may have crores of rupees from this direction: these races 
will pay Government one crore of rupees in the first year and more in the 
following years, just as it was done in Ireland. In 1930, 88 lakhs were 
given by the Irish Sweepstake to the Government Irish Hospital which at 
one time was the worst and is now the best. Since then the money that is 
being received from the Irish Sweepstake by the Irish Government is being 
utilised in other directions also. 

With these words. Sir, I support the motion for circulation. 

Mr. J. R. WALKER: Sir, I am sorry my friend Sir Nazimuddin has 
left the House. I had no intention of replying to his remarks against the 
Turf Club, but I would like to point out to the members of the House that 
profits from racing during the period of the War are being given to the East 
India Fund for the special purpose of providing amenities for British and 
Indian troops. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Today .is Akheri (3ia(har-Shamba as every Muslim 
knows it, and some offices are altogether closed and their employees get the 
benefit thereof and in some other offices, as I understand, Muslim officers 
are allowed to be absent. But here w'e had a double sitting on this parti- 
cular day. Muslim members know’ it perfectly well that on this day pious 
Muslims say special })rayers. Accordingly I adjourn the House now till 
3-4o p.m. on Friday next. 


Adjournment. 

The House \va^ then a<ljourned at «>-l(l p.m. till 3-45 p.ni. on Friday, the 
5th March, 1943, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

The Assemhly met in tlie Assembly House, (’alcutta, on Friday, tbe bth 
March, 194-b at d-4o p.m. 

Present: 

Mr. Sjjeaker (the Hoii’Me Mr. Syed Xai siikh Ai.D in the Cliair, b 
Hon'ble Ministers and 172 members. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Tra¥elling allowance paid to the members of the Progressive Coalition 

Party. 

(The three (juestioiis and irere taken fo(/ethct.) 

*98. Mr. MADHU9UDAN 8ARKAR: (a) Will the Ilon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Home (Constitution and Elections) Department be pleased* 
to state whether the members of the Progressive Coalition Party of the 
Assembly were paid any travelling allowan(‘e for attending any party meet- 
ing at Calcutta during the current financial yearV 

(h) If the answer to {a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
please state — 

{1) the rules under which such allowance was permissible; 

(ii) the head under which the money w'as paid; and 

(in') the amount si)ent for the fnirjmsel' 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister l>e pletise<I to state whether meml)ers 
belonging to other jiarties of the As.sembly a^e eligible for any travelling 
allowance for attending tlie i»arty meetings of their own? 

(d) If the answer to (r) is in the alfinnative, will the Hon'ble Minister 
be ])leased to state whether such member.^ were paid any travelling allow- 
ance for such pur|X)se? 

MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. A. K. Faziul Huq): (a) and (h) The attention of the member is invited 
to the reply given to .starred question Xo. 81 on the 1st March, 194*1, by 
Khan Bahadur Md. Ali, m.l.a. 

(r) and (d) Do not arise. 

*99. Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: (a) Will the Hon'ble Minister 
in charge of the Home (Constitution and Efections) Department l>e pleased 
to state whether the Government have*i»aid any travelling allowances and 
daily allowrances to the members of the * Progressive Coalition Party of the 
Assembly for attending their party meeting? 
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(b) If the answer to (a) is in tlie affirmative, will the Hon’Ue Minister 
be pleased to state the relevant section or sections or rule or rules of the 
Account Rules or any other law which permit the members to draw money 
for such purposes from the Provincial Exchequer? 

The Hon’hle Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The attention of the member is 
invited to the reply given to starred question No. 81, on the 1st March, 1943, 
by Khan Bahadur Md. Ali, m.l.a. 

MOO. Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will the Hon ble Minister in 
charge of the Home (Constitution and Elections) Department be pleased 
to state — 

(a) the names of the members of the Progressive Coalition Party who 

have drawn travelling allowance, conveyance allowance and daily 
allowance for attending the i>arty meeting last time; and 

(b) the amount that has been drawn by each of them? 

Th« Hon’Ma Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The attention of the member is 
invited to the reply given to clauses (b) (ii) and {Hi) of starred question 
No. 81 on the Ist March, 1943, by Khan Bahadur Md. Ali, m.l.a. No 
conveyance or daily allowance has been paid. 

Khill Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: With reference to question 
No. 98(6) (/<V), will the Hon’hle Minister he pleased to state what is the 
total amount of money paid in respect of travelling allowance for the 
purjK)se of attending the party meeting and the head under which it was 
charged ? 

Tht Hon’bla Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Allowance was given to 
members of the party belonging to the two Houses and the total amount 
was Its. 8,853-9, but as I have said, no daily allowance was paid, 

Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether the Government intend to continue the policy of pa>dng such 
allowances in future? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: No, Sir. It was an extra- 
ordinary occasion on which the meeting was called and it was called only 
once. At present Government do not intend calling any such meeting 
because it does not seem necessary. 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: Will the Hon^ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether there is any precedent? 

ThO Hon’blo Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Oh yes: there are. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Last time the Hon’ble Minister 
stated in reply to a question put by me previously that ad hoc orders were 
issued : Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if that order was 
in contravention of the ordinary rules of Government? 

Thi Hon’bla Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: No, it is not. 
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Khill Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Has tbe order been confirmed 

now.® 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: It has not been confirmed 
perhaps; at any rate I do not remember. 

Khan Sahih HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
plea^d to state the nature of the business transacted in that i)arty 
meetin;?® 

The Hon'ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ; I mentioned that in detail 
the other day and I refer the honourable member to the answer 1 jrave 
on that occasion. 

Dft ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: With reference to the answer that 
there are precedents for giving such allowance, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the occashms and the times when such cases arose in 
the past? 

Tho Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: T do not remember now, but 
if notice is given, I shall give an answer later. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if the precedents to which he has referred refer to Bengal 
or to other provinces? 

Tho Hon’blo Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: There may be precedents in 
other prnvinc*es but there are also in Bengal — I haye no doubt about that. 

Mr. A. F. STARK: Will the Ilon’ble Minister be pleased to state if 
such extraordinary occasions ever occur in future he will be pleased to 
innte all members of the House to attend such meetings? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Ob yes; as a matter of fact so 
far as that point was concerned invitations were issued to pers^ms not 
belonging to the Coalition Party. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: May we know, Sir, who were the 
fortunate members who were so invited? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I do not remember at this 
time. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Was there any member of this Legis- 
iature outside the Progressive Coalition Party or anybody else who was 
not under Government patronaffe? 

The Hon’bie Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: As I have .aid, 1 am not sure, 
but I will look up the list. ' 

Mr. TAMIZUDDIM KHAN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state how many of the members invited wene not members of the Coalition 
Party ? » 

The Hon'Me Mr. A. K. FAZLUL rfUQ: I cannot answer that ques- 
tion off-hand. 



216 


QUESTIONS. 


[5th Mar., 


Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Will it be ten? 

The Hofl'ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: It may be a hundred : I can- 
not say. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Was any travelling allowance paid 
to person.s who did not belong to the Progressive Coalition Party? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAXLUL HUQ; If I give a reply, perhaps my 
friend will take offence. Mr. A. M. Abdul Hamid of the Opposition whc 
attended the meeting got his travelling allowance. 

Mr. A. M. ABDUL HAMID: May I be permitted to inform the House 
that 1 was the only member belonging to the Opposition, who attended the 
meeting. 

Parsons killed by polios firing since the Congress movement in August, 1942. 

M01. Mr. A8HUT08H LAHIRY: Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Home Department be pleased to state — 

(а) the number of people killed as a result of police-firing since the 

C’ongresH movement .started in August last — 

( 1 ) in Calcutta proper, 

(3) in the district of Dinajpur, 

(8) in Contai subdivision, 

(4) Tamluk subdivision, and 

(5) in other parts of Midnapore district; and 

{h) the number of them that were females ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) Figures from the beginning of 
the disturbnnces to the end of November, 1942, are available and are given 
below : — 

( 1 ) 20 . 

(2) 4. 

(3) 13. 

(4) 32. 

(б) Nil. 

(h) One in (^alcutta and one in Tamluk. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state bow many of these perscms who have been victims of Police firing 
were subset|uently found to be innocent ab>,olutely of any movement? 

The Hon’bis Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I cannot answer that question 
off-hand. 1 will late it as notice and will answer the question later on. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Honlde Minister be pleased 
to state what steps were taken to compensate the families for such losses? 

Tho Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Enquiries were made, and in 
eevernl cases — 1 cannot tell the number — allowances were paid, and even 
I>en8ion8 or annuities were granted to members of such families. 
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Collectiwe fines. 

M02. Maharaja 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar : (a) AVill 
the Hon’ble Minister in charge ot the Home Department be pleased to slate 
whether it is a fact — 

(/) that the Government are imposing or have imposed collective fines 
under the Collective Fines Ordinance, 1942, on the Hindus onh ; 
'//) that the fine is being imposed on people who are non-residents, 
because of their ownership of land in the affected area; and 

(ill) that the fine is also being imposed on landlords of position ami jiroved 
loyalty because of their having property in the affe(‘te«l area'' 

{h) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased U) state whether it is the local 
officials alone who have the power of granting exemption from the imp{)sition 
of collective fines? 

(c) If the answer to {In is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state w'ho is responsible for granting of exemption in the adminis- 
tration of the Collective Fines Ordinance, 1942? 

Th6 Hofl’bls Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ. («) (/) No. I refer the 
honourable member to the notifications imposing the fines published from 
time to time in the Calcuttn Gazette. 

ill) and {ni) I refer the honourable member to the explanation to section 
3 of the Collective Fines Ordinance, 1942, under which non-residents of the 
kind indicated are liable to be assessed. No portion of the fine is imposed 
upon a landlord of position and proved loyalty merely because of his 
possession of property in the affected area. 

ih) and (c) I refer the honourable member to section 3 of the Ordinance 
and to Government Order No. 29831P., dated the 22nd October, 1942, 
publislied in the Calcutta Gazette, dated the 29th October, 1942, under which 
Hist rict Officers have been emi)Owered to grant exemptions. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALi: Will the Hon’}>le Minister be 
pleased to state, with reference to answer {a){in, what is the difference 
between persons who are non-residents and have lamls and those who are 
landlords of ]>osition and proved loyalty? What do the Government mean 
W'hen they speak ot landlord*, of position and proved loyalty? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Khan Bahadur Mohammed Ali, I have not been able 
to follow you. Will you please repeat your (|uestion? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: My stion why i.s it that 
when fine is imposed on people who are non-resident.s but have lands that 
Government make an excej)tion in the ca-^e ’of landlords of pf>sition and 
proved loyalty? 

The Hofl’Me Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ> Sir. a definition of this kind 
can only be illustrated. My esteemed -friend, Khan Bahadur Mohammed 
Ali, would come under the exception — a landlord of position, honour, dignity 
and so forth. 
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Dfi NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: With reference to answer (a) “No”, 
will the Hon ’hie Minister be pleased to state how many of the persons 
affected by the Collective Fines Ordinance are Hindus and how many are 
Muslims ? 

The Hon’ble Mr, A, K, FAZLUL HUQ: Certainly I cannot ffive tjie 
figures but if my friend wants them I take it as notice and I will give the 
answer later. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will it be wrong to say that except 
one individual all others are Hindus.^ 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. He has said that he 
would take it as notice and he will supply you the information. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the llon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if a certain non-resident zemindar of Gaibandha in North Bengal 
was fined Rs. 10,000? 

The Hon’Me Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ; I do not remember. It may 
have been. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN. The Hon’ble Minister }»as used the 
expression “proved loyalty”. My question is — proved to the satisfaction 
of what officer of Government? 

The Hon'ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Government — it might mean 
the District Magistrate, the CVnumissioner or liigher officers of Government. 

Babtl NACENDRA NATH SEN. Is the Hon'ble Minister aware that 
persons against whom no charge of disloyalty was ever made have been 
exempted from the purview of this collective fine? 

Tht Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ; I cannot answer questions of 
such a general character, nor do I propose to contradict my friend if he 
makes a statement of this kind. 

Khan Sahib Mauivi MAFIZUDDIN AHMED: Will the Hon'ble 
Minister be pleased to .state whether collective fines have been imposed upon 
the Muslims? 

Mr. SPEAKER; That question does not arise. 

Khan Sahib Mauivi MAFIZUDDIN AHMED: It arises out of the first 
question — “on the Hindus only.” 

Mr. SPEAKER; Y es, there is the question “on Hindus only”; so the 
question arises. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: On a point of order, Sir. The ques- 
tion was whether Government are imposing or have imposed collective fines 
under the Collective Fines Ordinajice on the Hindus only and my friend 
has asked as a supplementary question — and you have ruled that it arises — 
whether Collective Fines Ordinance has been applied on Muslima. There 
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may be a question of Hindus or non-Hindus; the question of Muslims can- 
not arise. I submit, Sir, that if this is permitted, then my previous ques- 
tion, which you have ruled as bein^ not permissible because I sujrgested 
that there was only one Muslim and all others were Hindus, should also 
be j>ermitted to be taken up. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Certainly, if the Hon'ble Chief Ministej* had not driven 
the reply to the effect that lie c-ould not jrive the number of persons affected 
and that he would take notice of this question to l>e answered at a later stn^n* 
or sometime hereafter your question would have been relevant and I would 
have allowed it. But as the Chief Minister said that he would ^ive a reply 
subsequently that question did not arise. Here there is a (juestion whether 
collective fine was imposed on Muslims. If it was imposed on Hindus only, 
naturally the question of non-Hindus arises and non-Hindus certainly 
include Muslims, and consequently that (pie'^tion arises. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: H owever, I do not question your 
ruling. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, the answer “No” disposes 
of that (juestion. It must have been inqxKsed on non-HimIus, but on how 
many I cannot answer. 

Khan 8ahib Mauivi MAFIZUDDIN AHMED: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
please state whether it is a fact oi not that the Muslims did not join these 
activities of sabotage? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That (|Ue>ti()n does not arise. 

Or, NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hofi’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if he is aware that in several cases of sabota;:e Muslim accused 
have been proceeded a^^ainst P 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Yes. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the HouHde Minister be pleased 
to state, with reference to answer (;/)» where he draws attention to the 
notifications imposing fines, if he is aware that exemptions of Muslims 
as a whole as a commuuitv have been i^ranted and in those notifications 
exemptions are shown? 

The Hon’ble Mr, A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Yes, in some cases that is 
true. 

Dr. MALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the HonTde Minister be pleased 
to state if the net effect of exemption of an^entire comnfunity as a whole do**s 
not lead to the conclusion that Hindus only are subjected to the imposition? 

Mf. 8PEAKER: That is not a question; that is only an inference. 

Dr. HALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: It, is not an inference. If you impose 
a fine and then give an exemption to a* community, the net result is “jes” 
and not “no”. 



220 QUESTIONS. [5th Mae., 

Mr. SPEAKER: That ifl a matter of iDference. You can infer, the 
House can infer, anybody can infer. It is not a question. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I am putting? a question to the 
Hon’ble Minister if he is aware that as a result of the exemption of one 
coinniuuity as a whole from imposition, the net effect remains that Hindus 
only are penalised. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That is a matter of inference; that is not a question'. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYA1; With reference to answer (a)(n) and 
{ill) w’here it is stated that “non-residents fd the kind indicated are liable 

be assessed”, is the Hon’ble Minister aware of section 3 of the Ordinance 
where actual participation or harbouring of offenders has to be presumed 
before any actual imposition is made? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: You are asking the opinion of the Hon’ble Minister 
on a ([uestion of law. I disallow it. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is he aware of the section? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: No. it mav have been 
amended. 

Mr. SPEAKER. I have disallowed the question. 

l)r. Sanyal, may I draw your attention to the fact that there is a resolu- 
tion on this very important point to be discussed today. It is no use wast- 
ing time in asking supplementary questions of this nature at this stage. 
If you agree with me, then I think you will kindly desist from asking any 
further questions. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: I want certain information to enable 
me to dilate on facts that we get now in course of the res^iluiton and just 
now it is the only opportunity, because we would like to have such ques- 
tions answered oarlier before the re.solution comes up so that facts can 
be had from the Hon’ble Minister himself and the opinion of the House 
can be built on these facts when we will be moving the resolution. 

Mr. SPEAKER: You are delivering a lecture on the subject. Will 
you ask your question? 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: I-s the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
one Mr. Maharaja Bahadur Singh, zemindar of Balurchar estate, who is an 
abNcutee landlord of Ralurghat. has been penalised with an imposition of 
Ks. o.OtM)? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I am not aware. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if (loverument has received any petition from him? 

TR. Hon'Mo Mr. A. K. FAZLOL HUQt May be, I do not remember 
the name. 
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Khm MMdur MaiHvi FAZLUL QUADIR: U the Houble Minister 
aware that collective fine has been imposed upon the Muslims of Durf^apur 
village in the district of Chittagong on a(‘count of burning a post-office 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. Aa Ka FAZLUL HUQs 1 do not remember. 

Khan Sahib Mauivi MAFIZUDDIN AHMED: Will the Hoirble 
Minister be pleased to state if collective fines have been imposed upon the 
Muslims of Burudiang jxjlice-station in the district of TipperaP 

Tha Hon’bla Mra Aa Ka FAZLUL HUQ: How can I remember things 
all over the province taking place during three months. ^ 1 cannot trust 

my memory. These Uiings are not in my memory now. 

Dfa NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state with reference to answers (h) and (r) if the District Ofliwrs are 
empowered to grant exemptions without reference to the Governments 

The Hon’ble Mfa A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Yes. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Ilon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state in how* many cases exemptions have been granted by them on the 
advice of or direction by tlie Government ? 

The Hon’ble Mr, A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: If notice is given I wuH 
attempt to give an answer, but I cannot say off-hand. An investigation will 
be needed. 

(The next question was called.) 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: thie more question, Sir. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I have already called another question. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8AHYAL: Only one more queston. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: All right. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hoirble Minister be jdeased 
to state if Government have given any instructions to the District Magistrates 
or Officers or laid down any principles which they are required to follow 
in granting such exemptions, and, if so, what? 

The Hofi’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Instructions have been given, 
but I cannot give any details now. If I am given notice I can inform the 
House. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Thank you. 

bupply of clothes, etc., tc security prisoners in Precidency Jail. 

♦103. Mr. NiSHITHA NATH KUNDU: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state whether he is aware— 

(i) that the jail staff in the Presidency Jail do not and cannot supply 
equipments, articles, etc., ^to the security prisoners in time; 
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(u) that cloths, shirts, bed-sheets, pillows and pillow-cases, tooth 
pastes, winter clothings, socks have not been supplied to many 
who are here in this jail for pretty long time; and 

(Hi) that outgoing letters written by the prisoners are delayed at the jail 
office for a fortnight before they are despatched to Special Branch 
of Police? 

(h) If the replies to question (a) are in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister l)e pleased to state the reasons thereof and suggest remedies fOr 
them ? 

(c) If the reply to question (a) is in the negative, are the Government 
considering the desirability of instituting an enquiry into the matter and 
taking proper steps for remedies? 

The HOCl’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) (i) and (ii) Every effort is 
made to provide security prisoners with all equipment and articles of r- 
sonal use allowed to them under the Rules. 

Owing to the sudden and enormous increase in the number of security 
prisoners since the launching of the Congress movement, it was im[) 0 ssible 
to sujijdy all security prisoners with all the articles necessary from stocks 
in hand and u certain amount of delay was unavoidable. The ixwition has 
since mucdi improved. 

(Hi) Due to a sudden increase in the number of .security prisoners, (here 
was some unavoidable delay in dealing with the correspondence until extra 
staff to deal with the increased volume of the work could be employed. 

The position has since improved. 

(h) and (c) Do not arise. 

Babu NAGENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hou^de Minister be 
surprised to see that I have in my posse.ssion a letter wTitten on the 25th 
December, 1942, which reached the destination only yesterday? It was 
posted at the (reneral Post Office, Calcutta, on the 3rd and it reached on 
the 4th March, 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is no question, Mr. Sen. You are giving fiu ts 
to the Hon’ble Minister. 

Babu NAGENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased 
to state if he is aware that more than two months have been taken by the 
Police and the Jail authorities to transmit letters to their proper destination. 

Tha Hon*ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I am not aware of it. 

Mf. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon’hle Minister he pleased 
to tell us whether the security prisoners of the Presidency Jail petitione^l 
to Government from the precincts of the Jail complaining against this 
irregular supply of necessary articles, indifference in treatment as regards 
A.B.P. precautions and other things, and if so, what action has been taken 
on that petition? 
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The Hon’ble Mn A, K, FAZLUL HUQ: The answer to the first part 
of the question is in the affirmative The matter was taken up immediately 
and conclusions were arrived at, and, I think, they have been conveyed to 
the Jail Supei intendent ; I am not sure, I am speaking from memorv, hut 
action has been taken. 

Mr, KIRAN 8ANKAR ROYS ill the Home Minister be ]>leased to 
•state if he is aware that the Cono-ress had not launched any movement at 
all and all these arrests were in the nature of preventive arrests 

The Hon’ble Mr, A, K, FAZLUL HUQ: The lanirua^e ‘‘laumdiin^’* of 
tli« Congress movement*’ certainly implies that. I rejrret. Sir, that it did 
not strike me that I was endorsin^^ a statement whi< h I 'did not think would 
not be correct. The “( 'onn-ress movement*’ meant movement.s after the 
Con^o-ess resolution had been accepted. 

Mr, CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Mill the llon'ble ^fini.ster be i>leased 
to tell Us if 1 h‘ i> awaie that as a jirotest a;^ainst this irregular supply of 
articles to the securit\ j>risoners, many of the security prisoner.s nuinlH*rin^’ 
about flO |:a\e u]) their having; interviews with their relations and other 
ojiportuiiities u'iven by the Government to themP 

Tho Hon’bl6 Mr, A, K, FAZLUL HUQ: T cannot say off-hand whether 

the stateimuit made by tin* honourable member is correct. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: M^itfi reference to .second parat^ruph 
of answer (o){/) and (//). /•/.'., it was iinpo.ssible to .supply all security 
prisoners with all the articles nece.ssary from stocks in hand and a certain 
amount of dela> was unavoidable, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state wliether while the security iiri.soner.s were not supplied with the 
articles from Tlie Government stock, they are allow'ed to have tho.se things 
from their own friends and relation.s ^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 am not aware of that. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: AVith reference to an.swer “The posi- 
tion has since much improved”, will the Hon’ble Minister be plea.sed to 
.state whethei' all the articles are supplied now.^ 

The Hon’ble Mr, A, K, FAZLUL HUQ: T cannot say wdiether all the 
articles have been supplied. That i.s why I have .said “the position has sinc'e 
much improved”. 

Babu NARENDRA NARAYAW CHAKRABARTY : ^ 

^ ’jrWt 

fiTOR I ^rrnfhir 

^ fTi ^ jrTO 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is a requost for action. 


15 
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Complaint against a Sut)-Dspiity Magistrate. 

M04. Maulvi MD. ABDU8 8HAHEED: {a) Will the Hon’ble Minis- 
ter in charge of the Home Depwtment l>e pleased to state whether he 
received any petition or petitions containing complaints against ill- 
tieutnient by a Sub-Depoity Magistrate, Dacca, meted out to the inhabitants 
of the village Ramnagar in police-station Raipura, district Dacca, in April 
last? 

(h) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether any 
enquiry has been held as to the truth or otherwise of the alleged complaints 
made in the petition or |)etitions against the said Sub- Deputy Magistrate? 

(c) If the answer to (5) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Ministerfbe 
pleased to state whether any other action has been taken on the said petition 
01 petitions? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) and {b) Yes. 

(c) Does not arise. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will the Hon’hle Minister he pleased 
to state what was the result ot the enquiry that was held in connection with 
the ill treatment made by the Sub-Dejmty Magistrate to the inhabitants of 
village Raipura? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The result of the enquiry 1 
certainly do not remember, but if‘it is wanted 1 will take thi^ as a notice. 

Navirabzafta K. NA8ARULLAH: Will the llon'ble Minister be pleased 
b) state if on enquiry it was found that the allegations were true? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I cannot say one way or the 

other. 1 do not remember. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the llon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state who conducted the enquiry? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I cannot say. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what are the allegations against that Sub-Deputy Collector? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: These questions cannot certain- 
ly he answered unless time is given to me. These are questions of detail. 
I do not remember anything. 

Nawabzada K. NA8ARULLAH: May I suggest. Sir. that the 
question be held o^er till the llon’ble Minister is in a position to answer 
the question. 

Mr. BREAKER; Y ou can put another question. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, I think it would be better if 
the quevstion is held over, because^the Hon’ble Minister does not remember 
anything — he does not remember the result of the enquiry and who conduct- 
ed the enquiry. 
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Mr* SPEAKER; To-day is the oth and we are sittiiijr here till the 31st. 
You have enough time to put your question. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, already there are hundreds of 
questions pending. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Wh atever is in iiiy power I will do. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Thank you, Sir. 

Communal Harmony Fund. 

•105. Mr. M1RZA ABDUL HAFIZ: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Publicity Deimrtinent be pleased to state whether any amount 
has been spent out of the provision of one lakh of ruj)ees for the promotion 
of communal harmony? 

(/j) If the answer to {a) is in the affirmative, will the Ilon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state in details on what items that has been sp^nt? 

(c) If the answer to {a) is in the negative, will the HouTde Minister be 
pleased to state the reason therefor? 

The Hon’hle Mr. A. K. FAZLUL.HUQ: (a) No. 

(h) Does not arise. 

tr) Before any money could be si)ent, it was necessary to draw up deUiilod 
schemt\s acceptable to all communities concerned. On account of ]>re-(/ccu- 
pati( ns rendered inevitable by War conditions, Goveniment could not devote 
sufficient time to the formulation of schemes or their consideration for accejd^ 
ance. A short scheme has l>een drafted and is under consideration. It is 
ho{K,‘d that action will be taken on this scheme l>efore the exinry of the 
financial year. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Does the (iovernment consider tlie desir- 
ability of placing that scheme before the House for opinion before action is 
taken ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. /L K. FAZLUL HUQ: I answered that question the 
other day. 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: With reference to the last^seutenfe 
in hi.s an.swer and as the financial year is going to be over very shortly, in 
25 days — I think the scheme is now ready — will the Ilon’ble Minister be 
pleased to give us some light about the scheme? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: As I have sflid, if I cannot put 
the scheme into operation it will lapse, but a\ the present moment I cannot 
throw more light. 

Babu MADHU8UDAN 8ARKAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the nature of the scheme^to be formulated? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think that quesjion does not ari^M^. 
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Mr. AHMED HOSAiN: IW does the Government propose to ascer- 
tain the accept ihility of tlie scheme to all the communities? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Khivaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: IJow lan the Government know that it 
is acceptable to all the communities (‘oncerned? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Acepta l)le to all communities’’ means acceptable in 
the opinion of the Government to all communities. The meaning is quite 
clear. Therefoie, no question arises on that. 

Mr. AHMED HOSAIN: Will the Hon’lde Mi nister be pleased to state 
whether in this matter he will consult the Bengal Provimial Muslim League 
w’hich is the mouthpiece of the Muslims of Bengal and a more prominent 
body ? 

The Hen’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (iov eminent will certainly 
ado]»t some mean*' (d a^<‘ertainment which will be acceptable to all 
communities. 

Recofimienilations of State Medical Faculty of Bengal. 

•106. Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: Is the Hon’blo Minister in 

<diarge of the Public Health and Local Self-Government Department aware 
of the recommendations of the State Medical l''acult\ of Bengal and the 
Bengal (’ouncil of Medical Legist rut ion, whose joint Deputation waited upon 
the Ilon ble Minister and pressed for the improvement of Tiicentiate Educa- 
tion in Jlengal ? 

(fj) If so, what steps have been taken to give effect to those recommenda- 
tions. 

MININ8TER in charge cf the DEPARTMENT of PUBLIC HEALTH and 
LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT (the Hon’bie Mr. Santosh Kumar Basul: 

The member is requested to reier to the re])ly given to iiis starred question 
No. 71 on the 2nth February, 1!)4’), on thi^ subject. I need only add that a 
Committee of exjierts will shortly be eonstituted to go into the details of the 
joint recommeudatiou of the Faculty and the Council in its various aspects. 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: With reference to the answer in the 
last sentence, will the llon’bb* Minister be pleased to state whether he has 
contemplated the nature of the constitution of the committee of experts? 

The Hon’bie Mr. 8ANT0N8H KUMAR BASU: Not yet. 

Scheduled Caste tnember in the Selection Committee of Chittagong Medical 

School. 

•107. Mr. JAGAT CHANDRA MANDAL: to) Will the Hon’bie Minister 
in charge of the Public Health aqti Lo<-al Self-Government Department be 
pleased to state whether there is any meiuWr from the Scheduled Castes in 
the Selection Committee of the Chitta,gong Medical School? 
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(h) It the answer to {a) is in the negative, will the Hon’hle Minister be' 
pleased to state the reason therefor? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: ui) Yes. 

(b) Does not arise. 

Babu MADHU8UDAN 8ARKAR: Will the Ilon'hle Minister please 
give the names of the members of tlie Sche^liiled (’astes on the committee? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Yes. Balm Mahendra 
Lai Das. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the llon ble Minister ])leaee 
state to whicli community ot the Scheduled Castes does he belong? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BABU: He belongs to the 
Scheduled Castes. 

Mr. BREAKER: !se^t. 

Babu MADHU8UDAN 8ARKAR: Sir, may 1 put om* more (|u<*stion? 
Will the Hon'bb‘ Mini^ter 

Mr. BREAKER: I am sorry. You were sitting all this time and did 
not ask any (juestion f waited for a l<mg tjine and even then \ ou did not 
rise. But wht*n I had alieads called the next (juestion, you rose to put a 
(juestion. Theretore I disallow it. 

Appointment of Assistant Engineers in the Communications and Works 

Department. 

*108. Mr. BYED ABDUL MAJID: to) M ill the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Communications and Woiks (Irrigation) Dejiartment be pleased 
to state the number of (1 ) Muslim iuid (LM non-Mu.slims njijadnteil as Assist- 
ant Engineers in the Buildings, Communications and lirigation De]mrtment 
during 1941 up to the 39th Se})tember, 1942? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Ministei Ik* jdeased to state whether tin* vacancies 
that have been filled uj), were advertised in any newspapers? 

{(') If the answer to (b) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the names of such papers? 

(d) Will the Hon 1)1 e Minister be jileased to state uliat other stejis, if any, 
were taken to secure the communal ratio in filling uj> tin* vacancies? 

MINISTER in charge of the DERARTMENT of COMMUNICATIONS 
and WORKS (the Hon’ble Mr. Bhamsuddtn Ahmed): ^ 

' C om mitnirat]ons nvd BfuJditff/f Branch. 

(a) Muslims 3 (2 permanent and I temporary) and non-Muslims 15 (1 per- 
manent and 14 temporary). 

(h) and (d) Vacancies filled on the recommendation of the Public Service 
Commission, Bengal, were advertised in newspapers. Temporary vacanciee 
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for .short j»eriofls iu couiiection with war emergeury work were not advertivsed. 
The (^oinnii.ssioii were asked several times to report the names of Muslim 
candidates for temporary appointments but no such candidate was available. 

(r) In the fonner case, the vacancies were advertised by the Public 
Service Commission in the SfatesnKni , the Awrtta Bazar Patrika, the Star 
of India, the Navajug, the Ananda Bazar Patrihi, the Azad, the Hrndusthan 
Standard, the Advance, the Al Jf nq and the Asr-e-J adid. 

Irrigation Branch. 

(a) Muslims 5 (4 permanent and 1 temporary) and non-Muslims 6 (4 per- 
manent and 2 temporary). 

ih) and (c) The vacancies were adverti.sed by the Public Service Commis- 
sion in the Statesman, the Star of Jyidw, the Amrita Bazar Patrika, the 
IJindvsfhan Standard, the Weekly Krishak and the Nava jug. 

(d) The shortage of one Muslim temporary Assistant Engineer was due to 
no suitable Muslim candidates being available. It was left unfilled then. 
The Public Service Commission have been re(iuested to recommend candidates 
for this and other vacancies. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: With reference to answer (5) and 
{d) of the (5)mmuiiications and Iluildings Ilraiicli, will the Tlon’ble Minister 
be ]dease(l to state how the (lovernment would ex]>ect Mu.slim candidates to 
be recommended by the Public Service Commission in the absence of any 
advertisement asking for petitions!*' 

The Hon’ble Mr« 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: It was not during my office. 
It was an emergent period; and th<‘ref(U'e names were asked from the Public 
Service Comniissi(»n, but th<* Public StU’vice Commission did not give any 
name. It was for the Public SiMvice Commission to advertise. 

Babu MADHU8UDAN 8ARKAR: With reference to answer (a) will 
the Ilon’ble Minister be j)leased to state how many Scheduled Castes were 
appointed out ()f 15 non-Muslims!*' 

The HOfl’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: I want notice. 

Mr. MIR3LA ABDUL HAFIZ: Is the llon’ble Minister aware that some 
candidates who have passed B.E. from Sibpore are loitering here and there 
for such services)' 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: I might let my friend know 
that I had asked for as many Muslim candidates as available, but I am sorry 
I have not got any, I would )ike my friend to give me as many engineers 
and overseers as are available, and I can assure him that I will employ every 
one of them. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the llon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state how many of the Muslims appointed iu iH^rmanent and temporary 
vacancies are Bengali Muslims and how many are non-Bengali Muslims? 





yuJiiSTiuj\:s. 


Z2\f 


Tht Hon’bto Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: I cannot off-hand. 
Possibly all of them are Benpralis, 

•Babu MADHU8UDAN 8ARKAR: Will the Hou'hle Minister be pleased 
to state if he is in a position to say whether any Scheduled Caste candidates 
were appointed in that year? 

The Hofi’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: I cannot ^-ness just now : 
I take it as a notice. 

Mr, MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will the Hon’ble Minister he please<l to 
state whether lie would adjust the difference that has been mentioned in 
answer to question {^/), provided sufficient number of Muslim enjrineers and 
overseers are available? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Tliat question does not arise. The Hon’ble Minister 
has already said that lie will appoint as many engineers and as many over- 
seers — Muslim'^. — as you could him. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: With reference to answer (d) of 
the Trrijration i>ortioii, will the Ilon’ble Minister be pleased to state if the 
appointment has .since been made? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: I have not ffof 
candidate, (iive me engineers and T will apfxiint them. 

Mr, CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the llon’hle Minister be pleiised 
to state whether in apiMiintinj? Hindu or Muslim enj^ineers he is sticking? to 
the principle tlmt they are Beng<ilees? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: Certainly, as far as 
possilile. 

Rai 8ahib ANUKUL CHANDRA DA8: Is it a fact that none of the 
Scheduled Caste applicants have been appointed either in the temporary or 
the permanent vacancies?' 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Mr. Das, \ou must put a definite (luestion and the 
Hon’ble Minister will answer it. 

Rai 8ahib ANUKUL CHANDRA DA8: All riKht Sir, I will ask a 
direct ([uestion. Will the Hon’ble Minister be plwised to state if any 
Scheduled Caste candidate ha.s been appointed in a temfKjnsiry or pennnnent 
capacity? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: I have already told my 
friend that from the data I have here I cannot jyiswer that question 
immediately. I am prepared to give the answ^er later. I take it as a notice. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if, as he has already given a general a.ssumnce to Muslim 
candidates, he would be prepared to h«ld out a similar general assurance to 
Scheduled Caste candidates also? 
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The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDOIN AHMED: Well. Sir, recently we 
a<lveitised tor overseers and assistant enjrineer>. Muslim and Scheduled 
Ciiste en^^ineers could not he had and the Depwirtment asked me for 
relaxation of the (’oinmunal Ratio Rules and I liad to a^ree to the proposal 
on this condition that whenever Muslim and Scheduled Caste candidates 
would l>e avaihihle they would he p-iven the appointments and that the 
piesent incumhents will be treated as on a temporary basis for tlfcit purpose. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMED: In view of the 
assurance jfiven by the Hon’hle Minister, w'ill he be pleased to state how 
many temporary Muslim Assistant Enpfineers are await inpr permanent 
appointment and how' many of such temporary en/i^ineers have been super- 
seded by non-Muslim assistant enginc'ers? 

The Hon'ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: I want notice. 

(After Starred Questi(»n No. lOSA was called.) 

Babu NAGENDRA NATH BEN: Sir, before tins (pie.stion is ans\vered, 
may I draw’ your attention to the fact that the word “rebel" is not 
apidicalde to this case. I, tlrerelore. ask \ou. Sir, on what authority 
Mr. David Hendry used the w'oid “rebel". What is the standard of 
‘‘rebellion”? I do not know, Sir, how’ your department passed tliis (|uestion 
w’th this objectionable word in it. 

Mr. BREAKER: Mr. Sen. I see you are taking exception t-o the word 
“lebel" in this <|uestion. It is an English exjuession and English is neither 
your nu)ther tongue nor mine ami llierelore it is difficult to say whetlier any 
ohjection can be taken to the word “rebel". The wor<l “rebel" in relation 
to the sense iu w’hich we use the expression “rebellion" may be <d)je(*tiou- 
able, but this ((Uestion was allowed at a time when I was not in office and 
J had no opiKirtunity of scrutinizing it. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: What would you have done, Sir, had 
you seen it before? 

Mr. BREAKER: I think on this (juestion I am not here mlled upon to 
gut* any ruling or give any interpretation of the word “rebel". The 
(jnesiion is there and the answer will l)e there: that is all. 

Babu NAGENDRA NATH BEN: May I submit, Sir, that in view of 
the meiining which you have just been pleased to g'ive to tlie expression 
“rebel", this (piestion should be dis^illowed. 

Mr. BREAKER: The HoiTble Minister in charge has agreed to give 
oertain answers to this (jiie^tion and when this question has l>een allow'ed 
no question of disiillowance of the question arises at this stage. 

Bibu ABHUTQBH LAHIRI: Can the wwd "murder" be used in 
respect of cases w’hich have not ‘been tried in a court of law and in which 
the persons concenied have not been* convicted. It has been stated that a 
number of persons 
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Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. These questions cun very well be asked 
in the shape ot supplementary questions. A>k the Hon'ble Minister ia 
charge by way of supplementary questions what he underst^Kjd by “reber*^ 
and what he understood by “murder", and he will answer them. It is no- 
use asking me these questions. 

Incidents in Midnapore district. 

•108A. Mr. DAVID HENDRY: Will the Hon'ble Minister-in-oharge 
of the Home Department be pleaded to lay on the table a .statement 
showing — 

(1) from the commencement of tlie disturbances to Kith October, 1942, 

and 

(2) from the lOth October, 1942, to date, in the district (»f Midnapore: — 

(i) the number of — 

{a) (fovernment servant.s, and 

lb) nou-{jlhcial^ kidnapi)ed by the rebel elements; 

(//) the nuiiilier of ))er‘-ons murdtoed b^ the rebel elements; 

(hi) the number ot (i(»vernment buildings, bouses and other 
])ro])erty ])unit by the rebel elements; 

(//’) tlie number of cases of intimidatioji and extortion by the rebel 
elements; and 

( r) the nunil)er of jier-scms assaulted or intimidated by the* rtdiel 
elements on the grotinds that they were sn])porting the 
Oovernmeiit fences ^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Api U'oximate figures as up to- 
about 8th February, 1943, readily available are given below’: — 


(1) to ]0th October, 1942 — 

(0 (fl) 8 . 

{b) 1 . 

{ii) Nil. 

Hi) Ifl) Government buildings 
and houses — 

Thana Buildings — 3, 

Officers’ quarters 
at 2 thanas; other 
Government buil- 
dings — 26. 

Other Government property-^ 
Rec^ords of 1 1 post 
offices, 1 D. S. B. 
office, 3 thanas 
and 3 other offices 
burnt, uniforms of 
many chaukidars 
and dafadars 
burnt. 


(2) from 10th October , 1942 — 

(*) (a) <'). 

{b) 35. 

iii) *2. 

(Hi) f(l) Govern tn^nt buildings anS 

houses — 3. 


Otihpr Government property — 
Recorrls of 1 U. B. 
office and 1 Excise 
boat burnt. 


^Excluding 8 persona who were kidnapped and aSill untraoed and believed to be mur dered.. 
tExcluding ptopKly destroyed otherwise than by btuming. 




23^ 


QUESTIONS. [5ra Mae., 


(2) Private buildings and 
houses — 13 and a bazar. 

Other private property — 
A kerosine oil tank, 
school furniture and 
records, a motor bus, 
two boats full of kero- 
sine oil, boats loaded 
with essential commo- 
dities and 3 wooden 
bridges, burnt. 

{iv) 5. 

(V) 7. 


{2) Private buildings and 
houses — 8. 

Other private property — 

Clothes, paddy, house- 
hold articles of 1 
person burnt. 


(iv) 50. 

(v) 23. 


Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether Government declaied that Miduapore was in a state of 
rebellion in those days? 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Does that question arise, Sir? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Y es, that question does arise, in view of the fact that 
the word “rebel” has been used. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: No puhl ic declaration was made 
that a state of rebellion exists ami I am not responsible for the use of the 
expression “rebel” in the (juestion. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state, item by item, against each of these (pierie.s how these answers 
compare with corres|Kmding losses to the citizens by way of per.sons killed 
by the Government agencies, buildings burnt or looted through the agency 
of Government servants and tffeir interference, cases of intimidation and 
extortion by Government agencies and the number of persons assaulted or 
intimidated b> Government folii'e or military agencies and the loss of 
pioperty involved as a result of Government action. We want a pictuie 
side by .side. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Dr Sanyal, I am in full sympathy wuth your (pieHtion, 
but I regret that you are trying to bring an altogether different matter into 
the present question. You are asking for a comparative view- of the 
atiocitie.s, if 1 may use that expression, committed by the Police and other 
otlieers on the one side and the activities of “rebel” elements as alleged in 
the (piestion. That is an altogether different question. I am sorry I cannot 
allow it. 

Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: Mr. Speaker, will the question be held 
over in that event lill the Hon’ble Minister in charge i.s prepared to reply to 
the supplementary question put by Dr. Sanyal, so tliat we can have the full 
picture ? 

Mr, A. F. 8TARK: On a point of order. May I say something on 
this? It seems to me that the other side of the case lui.s already been very 
ebly put by Dr. Sanyal before tliis House. The activities of the Police 
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have been described by Dr. Siuiyal in this House. This (question j)uts 
something of the other side of the picture, and no (juestion should arise 
against that. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That i's not a |>oint of order. Mr. Stark. 

I think the Hon’ble the Chief Minister will kindly answer the (piestion 
put by Mr. •Roy. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: In order to answer Dr. Stanyal’s 
question there should be a thorough investigation into what has happened 
in the matter of the allegations that have been made against the officers at 
Midnapore. As the House will remember, this very (juestion was biMiught 
up in this Assembly a few days ago, and the (|uestion requires an enquiry 
which we liave said is desirable to make. Uidess a thomugli enquiry is 
made, it is impossible to get the facts on the other side, and it is therelort' 
impossible for me at the present moment to answer the (juestion. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the llondde Mini.ster be pleased 
to st.iite, with reference to tliese answers, whether they ha\e been given as 
a result of any eiujuiry hehl by (n»verniuent y 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: So far as the answers on this 
paper are (‘oncerned, they are from (Tovernnient r«‘ports which are in the 
possession of (lovei nmeiit and the figures ha\e been compiled from those 
reiMU'ts. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state what is tlie j>osition of the assurance given to haNC the entire thing 
properly investigated through an independent Tribunal. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, I ian onl> express the 

hope tliat in the very near futuie we will be able U) make an announcement 
which w'ill show that we proj)ose to implement the assuiamc* that had b(?en 
given in the Hou.se. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH 8EN: Will the Hondde Minister be plea.sed 
to state w'ith reference to the a newels gi\en, whether the-^e ca-ies of so-called 
murders, ar.son 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I ha^e not fini^'lied my answer 
yet. I was going to add that the military authorities are involved and we 
got into communication with them; things are proceeding very satisfactorily, 
and as a matter ot fact we hope to be able to announce s^ouething in the 
very near future. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH 8EN: With reference to the answers 
regarding the alleged cases of murder, arson, intimidation and extortion, 
will the Hon’ble Mini.ster be plejtsed to state whether there was any case 
instituted in the ordinary law courts up till now? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ! I want notice. 

Babu A8HUT08H LAHIRI: Wilf*the Hoirble Minister l>e pleased to 
atate whether the facts supplied in regard to this question have been 
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furnished by the Government officials of the District against whom there 
have l>een allegations of murder, of burning, and of looting houses? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That ({uestion does not arise out of the present 
(pies t ion. 

Srijut NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: It arise.'* bemuse the 
llon’ble the Chief Minister himself admitted that this information has been 
supplied by the Government officials of the district, and out of that question 
tlie (juestion of Mr. Lahiri does really arise. 

Mr. SPEAKER: You can at the most put it in this way : whether the 
reports disclose anything. 

Babu ASHUTOSH LAHIRI: Will the HorCble Minister be pleased to 
say if any steps have been taken to check the veracity or correctness of 
these reports supjilied by the Government officials of the district? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think that your (piestion is that in view of the fact 
that iillegatioiis against these (»fficers have been made, wlietlier this answer 
is based on verification of the rejiort.s by the Ministry. 

Babu ASHUTOSH LAHIRI: That is my (luestion, Sir. 

The Hon’bte Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: All this information has come 
from various sources, and it is not correct tluit allegations have been made 
against all officers of MidiiajMire, high and low. The ixipeis from which 
these figures have been collected are pa])ers which have reached Government 
from time to time with regard to the condition of affairs in Midnaimre, and 
the papers in the jiossession of (loveinmeiit are sufficient to give the figures 
which were wanted. 

Dr. GOBINDA CHANDRA BHAWMIK: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleas(*d to state under wliat circumstances the Government servants were 
kidmqqied ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, 1 want notice on that 
question, 

Mr. JOGESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether Government have got any reports regarding loss of 
property and lo^s of life by the inhabitants of Midnapore, or they are too 
numeious and Goveinment have not maintained any rec*ord? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I would like to have notice, 
but I can answer this much that the reports do contain some information as 
regards injuries caused to piivate individuals. 

Dr. GOBINDA CHANDRA BHAWMIK: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to suite who were the persons murdered and under what 
circumstances ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I want notice. 

Mr, A. F. STARK: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to give 
partioulars of property destroyed otherwi.se than by burning? 
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The Hon'bla Mr. A. K. FAZLUL mjQ: I would like to have notice. 
It is goin^f into details. 

Mr. A. F. STARK: Will the Hon’hle Mini.ster he pleas(‘»l to xtate what 
form the intimidation and extortion hv rebel element*^ took? 

Th« Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: That would he geitig into 
details. I cannot answer it oif-hand. I must have notice. 

Srijut NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: AVill the Hon hie Minister 
he pleased to state whether murder and arson folhiwed the murder and arson 
committed by (Tovernment agencies? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: How can tliat (|uestion arise 
out of the answer? 

Srijut NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA : I think the (juestion is in 

order. 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is dear that he is not imdined to answer you. 

Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Tlie ciuestion and the answer relate to tlie 
entire district ot Midiiapoie. Can the llon'hle MinistcM- state how many of 
these c*ases occuried in the cycdone atlecled aretes? 

The Hon’ble Mr, A, K. FAZLUL HUQ: I could not say otf-lmnd. If 
the information is wanted I must have sufficient notice. 

Mr. JOGESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Arising out of the answer given 
by the Chief Minister that the situation has improved because miliUiry 
authorities have been communicated with, will the Hon’ble Alinister be 
jileased to state whether tlie j>olicy of raicling a whede village for the fault 
of some villagers has been given up? 

The Hon’ble Mr, A. K, FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, what I meant was with 
referem-e to the special expression of opinion macle, namel\ , that in th(‘ 
opinion of the Ministry an encjuiry is desirable. We have been in touch 
w'ith the military as well a.s other authorities and it is ejuite jHissible that 
in the neixr future we will be able to make a statcunent. That is what I 
said. I never said anything else. 

Mr. A, F. STARK: In view of the Hon’ble Minister’^ replies, will he 
state whether Government will hold over any enc|Uiry until order has been 
completely restored in the district? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Ido not think that the c|uestion arises out of the main 
question. (Dr. Xali.n.^ksh,\ Sanyal : It u rec|uest for action.) Xot 
only that, hut it does not arise. 

Babu NAGENDRA NATH SEN: In view of the expresNion of opinion 
as evinced hy the members of this House, is Mr. Stark in order to u.se tlio 
word “rebel’’? If not, he must ajmlo^/ise to the House. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 
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DaU for held over questions and Food Dehate. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Before we pass on to the next item in the agenda 
today, I think the House will desire to learn that the held over questions 
to be answered by the Hon’ble Nawab Rahadiir of Dacca will be taken up 
from next Monday. Ten (piestions will be taken up daily after the other 
ordinary questions, and I think in two or three days’ time all the questions 
to be answered by him will be finished. 

Dr, ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: Sir, it was decided by the Deputy 
Speaker that all the held over questions would appear in one list. 

Mr, SPEAKER: I understand that the list is very heavy and they 
cannot be finished in one day. That is why it was decided to take ten 
questions daily. 

Mr. «l. N. GUPTA: Sir, I tabled a short-notice question on the 16th 
February, but up till now I have not received an> reply. May I know when 
I can expect a reply from the llon’ble Minister*' 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. (lupta, I shall be <d)liged if yon will kindly see 
me in my chamber. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, instead of taking up the held 
over questions on Monda\ 1 suggest tliat they may be taken up on Tuesday. 
I am making this recjuest on behalf of our party. 

Mr. SPEAKER: If tl »e House so desire, (ert^iinly we C4in possibly have 
no objection to talking up these (juestions on Tuesday instead of on Monday. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, what is the use of jiostponing!^ 

Mr, SPEAKER: Khan Bahadur M<dianimed Ali suggested it. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: But I dec not agree with the Khan 
Bahadur. 

Mr. ilOGESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Sir, it appears that the temperature 
in the House is kept very low. The difference between the temperature in 
the House and outside is appreciable. (Laughter.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: N eces.sary instructions have Iceeii issued. 

Now let me know what is (he opinion of the House as to when the held 
over (|uesti<»ns should be taken up. 

Nawabzada K, NASARULLAH: We can take them up from Tuesday 
or Wednesday. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Wednesday, I understand, is a closed day and it may 
be that Tuesday also is a closed day. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: 1 submit. Sir, that Tuesday has already 
been alhitted for food debate and it will be extremely unfair to the House 
and extremely unjust to the memWrs to have any further adjournment of 
the fo(3d debate. I., do not see any reason why Tuesday should be a holiday 
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and I cannot find any day suitable for the food delmte. On the previous 
occasion, ?.<?., on 2()th February, a definite assurance was driven that we will 
take up the food debate on the 9th March. You remember. Sir, that on the 
last occasion, /.c., on the 26th February 

Mr. SPEAKER: I do net remember. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: You were in the House 

Mr. SPEAKER: I might have been in the House. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: AVcll, Sir, on that ocia'^iou a distinct 
assurance was given tliat on the 9th ue will take up this delwite. At tlmt 
time Mr. Stark asked if (Tovernment would come forward with any amend- 
ment and it was decided that it they have any, they should (snne forward 
with it hy tlie oth. If (ih)vernment do not propose to have any amendment, 
— up till now they have not placed an> — I submit. Sir. that no further time 
for tabling an amendment sliouhl be alh*wed after the otli. That was also 
made clear. S<». Sir. in view of this situation, I submit that there should 
be no further jHistponement of the food debate jmrt i(*ularl> because, as I 
have alretfidy made it clear, even after that date things are liappening (juicklv 
and fast in the ('ivil Supply Directorate even without the knowledge of the 
Chief Minister which may render all our discussions infructuous. I have 
lieard that three jieiNons have been apiHu'nted— t wo on Hs. 2,900 each ami 
another on Ks, 2,o00 — for some time on the l!Hh February. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order , order. I think, T)r. Sanyal, you tieed not go 
into details at this stage witli regard to this matter. You have made your 
jiosition v(‘rv clear and you have put it so forcefully that T think no other 
member would have lieeii able to do. 

Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: Is there any special ‘reason why 
9th .should be a holiday ^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: No. 

Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: Then why are you going to get 
9th a holiday:' We do not want any holiday. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I understand that 9th will not be a holiday. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: That is all right 

Mr. SPEAKER: Let u.s decide now when we .shall take up the held over 
questions. 

Nawabzada K, NASARULLA: We suggest, Sii, they may he taken up 
on Tuesday. > 

Mr. I. D. JALAN: Sir, mo.st of the questions will be relevant to the 
discussion of the food debate which will eoine up on the 9th. So, Sir, uo 
tar as these questions are concerned, I think they should be taken up on 
Monday, i.e., l>efore the 9th. 

Mr. SPEAKER: There is a difference of opinion V>etween two g^oup^l 
in the House. 
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Or. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Both myself anrl Mr. Jalan feel that 
these questif)nH should he taken up on Monday and as most of the questions 
relate to our party we feel that we must have tho.se questions answered 
Before the food debate is taken up. 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

Most of the questions have bwii answered, but unfortunately I was ill. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: The questions were not answered in tKe 
Mouse. 

Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, the imiiortant point i.s that we want 
to have a definite a.ssurance from (i()verninent that on the 9th they are J^oiii^? 
to take* up the food ([ue.stion and votinjr '''111 take place on tliat day. My 
reason for asking for this assurance is that (jovernment were supposed to 
^ive notice of an uinemlinent. It was clearly understood lliat this notice 
would be ^iven before this deljate takes jdace by the 5th, i.e., today, but that 
has not come. Me susp<*ct that we shall be t(dd tliat they will not be ready 
on the 9th and so wo will not have the food debate on the 9th. 5Ve want a 
•definite assurance from (iovernment becau.se it is ati important debate. Our 
members would like to be here if ihe debate takes iihice on that (la\ ; and 
if it does not take jilace on that fla> they would like to go out of Calcutta. 
Therefore, Sir, I want to know definitel;^ whether the food debate is going 
to take jilace on the 9tli or not. 

The Hon'ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, my short answer is that 
wo very mm h like to have the debate on* the 9th and I hope everybody will 
Agree. 

Khwajfl 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, the point i.s this. I can (juite under- 
fitand ihe ('hief Minister replying that he would very much like to have a 
debate. Sir-, we would like to know whether their amendment is coming 
forward or not l>ecau.se at the last minute they may come up with an 
amendment. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: No more amendment will be accept- 
Able. 

Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: Government have given no indication of 
what the\ are going to do. This questitm was discussed in the House and 
on behalf of (government it was put forward definitely that they were going 
to move an amendment and on tliat plea the voting was postponed on that 
day and it was suggested that the\ would come forward with an amend- 
ment whitdi would give us some materials to debate upon. They have not 
done it and the Miilister in (diarge is silent and the Hon’ble Chief Minister 
says “M'e ver\ much like to have a debate". Are they going to move an 
amendment ? 

Dr. NALiNAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, may I .submit with all respect to 
the Leader of the Muslim League 'i^arty that there is no scope for any 
further amendment of Government at all. Sir, there was a definite ruling 
by your predecessor that the ameudi^ent must be in accordance with the 
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Kules and the Rules provide for a certain number of days and the Speaker 
will not waive the Rules to permit Government to submit an amendment at 
a date later than the oth. That was definitely the ruling and if you are 
pleased to overrule that ruling given by your predecessor, it would not be 
fair to him and to the House. I submit that Government have failed to 
submit any amendment so far and therefore Government are completely 
debarred from putting any more amendment. As Government have failed 
to submit any amendment, we presume that they have no intention to do it. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 have not studieil this question personally nor did I 
know all these things. In all probability, I was not present in the House 
when this assurance was given or when (his matter was discussed. I take 
It that some assurance was definitcdv given by the Ministry as to the discus- 
sion (»f the food pi'iddem in this House. I now understand, as stat^l by the 
Thief Minister, tliat he sticks to the date specifically fixed for the discussion 
of that subject, but I do not know what tlie exact terms of the assurance 
were with regard to jiiitting in of an amendment or some resolution or what 
it was I do not exactly know. I sliouhl like to know it from the Hon’ble 
Chief Minister. 

The Hon'ble Mr. A. K. FAILUL HUQ: Sir, as I have said more tlian 
ome, 1 hold the view that no (piestion of any amemlment arises with regard 
t(» this discussion. The discussion was initiated by a brief statement bv 
the Thief AVhip of the Government tliat tlie situation in relation to civil 
sujiplics he considered. Tjion that statement, spceihes were delivered and 
discussions followed which lasted .several days. Government have been 
extremely anxious to give the fullest .scojie to all sections of the House 
representing different shades of public opinion to discuss the situation 
and suggest remedies and to make constnn tive proposals. From that point 
of view, T submit there is no ()uestion of amendment. Further, one or two 
lesolutions which have been tabled amount to a cen.sure of the Ministry in 
not doing certain things. I submit, Sir, there can be no amendment to 
that because that would amount to a re.solution suggesting a negative vote. 

Sir, what I .submit is that on the 9th a statement will be made by 
Government regarding the position whidi they take with regard to the 
situation, tlie measures that have been taken so far and the mea.sures which 
Government propose to take in the future. Sir, if necessary, the House 
may discus.s that statement on the 9th and if further discussion i.s neces- 
sary, some other date will be fixed, but so far as amendment.s are concerned, 
we do not propose to bring up any resolution at the present stage before 
the statement of the Hon ’hie Mini.stpr i.s made. 

Sir, the reason for this delay has been the unfortunate absence of the 
Hon’ble Nuwab Bahadur from this House, otherwise the .statement would 
have been made much earlier. On the 9th, however, we hope that the 
.«tatement will satisfy the House as to wliat has been done, but if the House 
feel that further measures should he taken or that further light should be 
thrown on the position, Government will find object to discussions being 
carried over to future dates. Sir, that*Js the position. ^So far as the 9th 
is concerned, we definitely stand by the promise that has been made that 
that day will be set apart for the dis<;ussiorf 6f ftHjMem. 
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Mr. f. D. JALAN; Sir, is it possible for the Hon'ble Minieter to 
circulate his statement earlier so that members may have time to consider 
it and there may be an effective di-,cussion on the food problem on the ^th? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The only other date available 
is the 8th. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Jalan wants to know whether the Hon’ble 
Minister-in-charge is in a position to circulate the statement earlier. 

The Hofi’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, the 8th is the only date 
available. We will consider whether the Hon’ble Minister-in-charge can 
do that on tJie 8th which is the only date available. We will try to do it. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: In the meantime, will the Hon’ble 
Minister please continue the as.surance that no new step will be taken in the 
Civil Supplies Directorate before the House has an opportunity to express 
its opinion thereon 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

1 never made a .statement of that character in the IIou.se. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: The Honlde Minister-in-charge was 
always conveniently absent. The point is that the Hon’ble Chief Minister 
gave an assurance and I believe the Chief Minister is competent to give an 
assurance on behalf of Government. I directed my question to the Chief 
Minister. The Minister-in-charge is always found very easily amenable to 
certain things, and when he is cornered, he slips out. 

The Hofi’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

Sir, I object to it. It is a filthy way of saying things. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, I have directed my question to the 
lion'ble C’hief Minister, 

The Hon’bla Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I will ask the Hon’ble 

Minister-in-charge to convey the wishes of the House in that respect to the 
officers of the Civil Supplies Directorate. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Issue the necessary orders. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: We will .st^ to it. 

Mr. A. F. 8TARK: Sir, may I ask what the procedure will be on the 
nth? Will the Hon’ble Chief Minister begin by making a statement or the 
Minister in charge of Commerce and Labour will begin by making a state* 
ment and how long will discussion continue and when will amendments be 
put to vote? May we know what is the idea? Will we go on 

discussing 

Th# Hon’bla Nawab Khwafa HABIBULLAH Baliidur, of Daoca: 

May I point out that 1 want to make a statement as to the working of the 
department P 1 must also have an opportunity to reply to the debate and 
fhe oriticisma asodo in tho Hosiao. 
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Mr. SPEAKER: I think th« Nawab Bahadur intends to say that he 
will^make a statement first, then there will be a debate on that statement 
and then he will reply. 

Dr, NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I do not think the Rules permit that. 

Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The Buies permit tluit. 

Dr, NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I do not think so 

(At this staple the House was adjourned for lo minutes.) 

(After adjournment .) 

Non-official Members’ Resolution. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Mr Speaker, Sir, the resolu. 

tion which stands in my name runs thus: — 

“This Assembly is of opinion that collective fines should not l\e imposed 
in those areas where the offenders have Ix^en or can be traced and where it 
has not been established by evidence that the inhabitants in general have 
been harbouring the alle^^ed offenders.’^ 

Sir. this resolution may appear as a belated pre.scription in view of the 
fact that the patient has l>een sufferin^f for a long time, and because the 
resolution even if it is pas.sed will not be able to jirevent that suffering 
wliidi has already been gone tlirough. Sir, the resolution, if analysed, 
will show that there is no intention in this resolution either to secure any 
merc\ for any offender or offenders or even for those wlio will harbour those 
offenders. Collective fines are impo.sed not as a measure to punish the 
a< tual wrong-doers but others who are supposed to be concerned in their 
WTong-doing. If we turn to tlie Collective Fines Ordinance, we shall see 
from the very scope of it that it is intended to punish persons other than 
the actual offenders. The Collective Fines Ordinance (Ordinance No. XX 
of 1942) w’as first promulgated on the 13th May, 1942. It is a very short 
measure. It is con.stituted only of three s<*<’tiouH. The first section gives the 
short title, extent and commencement of the Ordinanc.e. Th(‘ second gives 
the interpretation. It .says what “District Magistrate” and “Provincial 
(lovernment” will mean. It interprets “District Magistrate” a.s meaning 
and including the Commissioner of Police, Cabmtta, and it interprets 
“Provincial Government” as meaning and including any Chief Commis- 
sioner in relation to his Province. 

Then comes the third section, the substantial provision, which creates 
offences, which prescribes the conditions and circuraslances under which 
collective fines will be imposed and also the authority that will impose the 
collective fine. We have got to consider this section very carefully. Sub- 
section {1) of this section runs thu.s: “If it appears to the Provincial 
Government that the inhabitants of any area are concerned in or abetting 
the commission of offences prejudicially *gff«cting the defence of British 
India or the eiiicieiit prosecution of war, or are harbouring persons concern- 
ed in the cottnusAon fi such offences, or are failing to render all the 
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ftSMifitaiice in tlieir power to discover or apprehend the offender or offenders, 
or are .suppressing^ material evidence of tlie commission of such offences^ the 
Provincial (iovernment may, hy notification in the official gazette, impose 
a colJ(M*tive fine on the inhabitants of that area.” 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: It has been amended. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: 1 am coming to that. I am 
not oblivious of it. Sub-section (3) of section 3 says that “tlie District 
Alagi.strate, after sindi emiuiries as may be necessary, shall apportion such 
fine amongst the inhabitants wlio are liable collectively to pay it, and such 
apportionment shall be made according to the District Magistrate’s judg- 
ment of the resiM*ctive means of such inhabitants.” There are other sub- 
sections of and an explanation added to that section which are not relevant 
for my j)Urpose, and I will not, therefore, (juote them. It is clear from 
what has been quoted from the Ordinance that originally the authority to 
impose collective fines was the Provincial Government and the District 
fil agist rate came into the picture only as the apportioner of such fines. In 
my opinion, therefore, ther<‘ w'ere some safeguards inqdicit in section 3 of 
the Onlinance. The safeguards, in m.\ oj>inioii, were that it must appear to 
the Provincial (iovernment that the inhabitants (d an area, etc., etc., and 
that the IVovincial Government ma\ by notification in the official gazette 
impose the collective fine on the inhabitants. Sir, as the Provincial 
Government is not tantamount to local officials it ma\ well be presumed 
that in cu.ses of imjjosition of collective fines, the Provincial Government in 
using its discretion will re(|uire the local officials to report and on a consi- 
deration of their report and the materials submitted by them if the Provincial 
Government consider the materials and the evidence quite sufficient for 
purposes of imposing collective fines then the Provincial Government will 
inqiose such fines. That safeguard was implicit in section 3 of the 
(.’ollective Fines Ordinance. But, Sir, unfortunately towards the middle of 
September that safeguard was taken aw^ay by an amendment of the original 
Ordinance by Ordinance XLIX of 1942. That Ordinance of the 12th Sept- 
ember, 1942, amended section 3 of the original Ordinance and it added a 
sub-section to section 3(1), viz., sub-section 1(A). This new sub-section 
runs as follows: — “An officer empowered in this behalf by the Provincial 
Government, by a general or special order, may exercise the power confer- 
red by sub-section (1) on the Provincial Government” and therefore it is 
this amended Ordinance that permits the local officials to impose fines. 
Before this amendment, it was the Provincial Governmeijt and the Provin- 
cial Government alone who liad the power to impose collective fines. It was 
only after this amendment that the local officials were authorised to impose 
collective fines. Therefore, the position comes to this. After September, 
the local officials are to judge the situation, to impose collective fines and 
then to distribute and apportion the collective fines, i.e., they are the 
authorities to decide and imjmse fines as well as to distribute or apportion 
the fines. Sir, by this amendment therefore, I hold, all the safeguards of 
the original Onlinance have been taken away. The Government of the 
Province does not come into the picture at all. Now, Sir, if such is the 
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case then it is absolutely necessary to lay down conditions, to define the 
circumstances, in which collective fines should or should not he imposed. 

Sir, it is necessary for two reasons. In the first place, it is the ultimate 
responsibility of the Government to impose collective fines, they have te 
delegate their authority, and if the responsibility is tlieirs, they in delegate- 
ing their authority ought to lay down the conditions under which the 
collective fines should be imposed, at any rate, for the guidance of the local 
.officials. Then there is another and a more cogent reason. A subsequent 
amendment has also been made to this Ordinance, and by this recent 
Ordinance the local officials have all been exonerated from liability in the 
matter of imposition of collective fines. Even if they make mistakes, com- 
mit grave errors of judgment and acts of indiscretion, they will not be 
liable for such mistakes and indiscretion. This later Ordinance has 
exonerates! them altogether. If so, the necessity for laying down tho 
condition and the circumstances under wliich the local officials will act in 
the matter of the imposition of collective fines is all the greater. My 
resolution proposes simply to lay down that cnnditi(»n. 

Sir, ujy resolution says that collective fines should not be imposed in 
those areas where the offenders have been or can be traced, i.e., where the 
ends of justice have been met or can be achieved, and where it lias not been 
established by evidence tliat the inhabitants in general have been harbour- 
ing any offenders. Sir, in imposing collective fines the authority imposing 
collective fines will have to find out the reasons, will have to collect 
evidence, if it has any thought or care for the innocents, which will con- 
nect people other than the offenders with the offences. If that be the ca.se, 
I propose that collection of evidence should be taken up in the first instance 
and that should be sufficient, substantial, for the purpose of imposing such 
a thing as a collective fine on a mass or a wholesale scale on persons who 
are guilty or may not be guilty at all, in fact, may be innocent altogether. 

Now, *Sir, it may be doubted that I propose to limit the scope of section 3 
of the Ordinance by my resolution. I do not think I have done so in 
framing it. At any rate, 1 believe I have not done so, because section 3 
says, “If it appears to the JVovimial Government that the inhabitants of 
any area are concerned in or aWtting the commission of offences prejudh ial- 
ly affecting the defence of British India” Etcetra. Now, all the offencea 
contemplated are offences under the Indian IVnul Code or under the 
emergency laws, such as the Defence of India Act and other Ordinances. 
In using the word “offemlers” I have taken into account all the offences 
that are contemplated in section 3. I have already said that I do not ask 
for any mercy for any class of offenders, but when on the sc'ore of sabotage, 
incendiarism or such other acts committed by certain i>ersons y<m are 
going to. punish the generality of the people in the area, certainly you Ijave 
got to connect them with the offences. In that case, how can you connect 
therai^ You can connect them only i( they are abettors. If they are 
abettors, they come under the definition of “abetment” in the Indian l^enal 
Code and surely they are punishable iw such. My resolution contemplates 
even the guilt and liability of those who harbour persons connected with the 
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coiuniisHion of offences. In my resolution I have not asked for mercy even 
for them. But when you are ffoinj? to enlarj^e the incidence of the collective 
fines, when you are going to rope in all classes of persons, both guiltj*^ as 
well as innocent, as the exemption clause indicates, then certainly some- 
thing more is necessary to justify the action. I, therefore, suggest that 
the imposition of collective fines .should start w'ith an enquiry, so that 
innocent persons may not be unnecessarily drugged in or victimised. That 
is my proposition, and now when the authority to impose collective fines 
has been delegated to local officials, wdien the Provincial Government have 
washed their hands clean of the matter, it is all the more necessary that 
there should be a preliminary enquiry and leading to the collection of 
evidence and materials warranting the imposition of collective fines. Take, 
for instance, a case where the Government may themselves think it 
necessary to enquire whether there w'as any occasion, or necessity for the 
imjiosition of a collective fine. How can the Government do so and undo 
the mischievous order if there be no evidence for them to examine; and 
unless there is evidence in support of the imposition of collective fines how 
are the Government going to check the action of the local officials? How 
are they going to administer relief even if in the opinion of the Government 
relief is due or necessary? Sir, 1 therefore propose that my resolution 
should he accepted. 

Sir, it should not be thought by any one of us that we have seen the 
lavst of the collective fines imposed. Far from it. Those who have read 
the present budget have seen that not less than three lakhs of rupees have 
been estimated under the head “Extraordinary Receipts” in the matter of 
collective fines. Government anticipate that this sum will be collected next 
year under the head “collective fines”. Let us not run away with the idea, 
therefore, that we have seen the very last of the collective fines imposed. 
My resolution, therefore, has only one and one object in view, viz., the 
prevention of misapplication or abuse of the Collective Fines Ordinance. 
I think, if my resolution be accepted by the Government, it will enable 
them to enquire into such orders as have l>een wrongly passed and to give 
relief where relief in their opinion may he neces.sarv. 

With the.se words, Sir, 1 move my re.solution. 

Dft HALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, T rise to support the resolution 
inovi'd m> esteemed friend Rai Harendra Nath Cliaudliuri. In fact, 
we are grattdul to liim tor having providt*d us with an opportunity of 
e.\pI■e^sing ourstdves on an im[»ortant issue of this character which is 
agitating the minds of <nir countrymen tor some time past. Rai Harendra 
Natli ('liauilliuri has detailed the legal position of the Collective Fines 
Ordinance and the ainendmeiit.s thereto. 1 will not trouble the House with 
a repetition of tliost* poinfs. I would like to invite the attention of this 
House and of Government to the manner in which after taking powers 
under this Ordinance, the Executive (Joverninent is indulging in outrageous 
abuses of power. 

vSir, the first case that 1 would like to invite >our attention to is the case 
of Beldanga in which a certain number of young men, mostly school boys, 
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one day during midday came out of the school and througli their youthful 
exuberance had certain processions in the street>. Thereafter some 
miscyeaiits" damaged just a little of the local post otlice and certain 
papers of the railway station. Immediately the entire engine of oppression 
of Government was set into operation. The Police found on preliminary 
report that in that demonstration took part not merel\ Himlu boys but 
Muslim boys also. And, Sir, they at first reported that the mischief was 
not of such a character as required any drastii* action, but. Sir. the powers 
{hat be would not be satisfied. Sir, after some amount of nuM'kery of 
enquiry in which local people, particularly the respectable citizens of the 
place were excluded, a collective fine was impo.sed on all sections alike of 
certain parts of Peldanga. A sum of lls. 0,000 was to be realised from 
crtain parts of Beldanga and an adjoining small village. Representations 
were made thereafter by both the Hindu residents as well as the Muslim 
residents of the place separately as well as collectively to the District 
Magistrate as also to the Hon’ble the Chief Minister urging the withdrawal 
of this imposition and in those representations complete assurances were 
also held out of maintaining peaceful atmosphere in the pla(‘e in future. 
Something happened thereafter in Writers’ Buildings to whiidi 1 would not 
like to make a reference lest some of my esteemed friends of the other com- 
munity may feel hurt, but, Sir, contrary to assurances given on the floor 
of the House by the Hon’ble Minister in charge that it is only on the recom- 
mendations of the District Magistrates that these collective fines were 
imposed, and it is only on the re(‘ommendations of such District 01fi(‘er» 
that exemptions were given, we found that a differential scale of realisations 
was imposed. The Hindus were liable to pay double the assessments that 
were made for the Muslims and, Sir, the total amount payable out of 
Rs. b.OOO was so assessed that Rs. 4,800 were to be paid by the Hindus and 
only Rs. 200 were to be paid by the Muslims. There was no representation 
from the bulk of the Mu.slim community of that place, becau.se, for some 
time past, the Hindus and the Muslims of that area have been living 
I>ea<efully and the communal situation in the place which was disturbed 
some time ago is or has been normal now. But, Sir, through the wisdom 
of s(jme honourable members who thought so much of their own communitv 
that they felt hurt that even a paltry .sum of Rs. 21)1) out of a total (»f 
Rs. -'j.DOO would be realised from them, they raised a hue and cr\ and 
Government, against the opinion of the local officials, exempted Die Muslims 
and maintained the collective fine on the Hindus only. 1 did not for a 
moment want to drag this communal issue in the picture at all, hut I feel 
that although our Muslim brethren of Beldanga were prepared to sliarc and 
although the Hindus who were prepared to pay Rs. 4,81)0 had lield out the 
promise that in case there was no attempt made to 'have a comfiiunal 
cleavage between tbe Hindu.s and the Muslims there, those Hindus w'ould 
pay even the balance of Rs. 200 which wa.s impo.sed upon their Muslim co- 
villagers, even then tha policy that Goverpinent wanted to pursue was 
pursued and communal difference was made and the Hindus continued to 
have the imposition on them, Muslims "being exempted. Sir, thereafter 
communal feelings were high for some time. Some of us who come from 
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that area had to take immense trouble to maintain the situation calm and 
peaceful in the place, because there was a genuine feeling of suppression or 
oppression entertained by a large section of the Hindus of that area.* 

But, this is not the end of the story. The Hindus went to represent 
against the nature of the assessment. There w'ere Government servants 
included, even the railway servants were also included at first in the 
collective fine to be realised . 

Maulvi ABU H088AIN 8ARKER: A certain Police Sub-Inspector was 
in the list. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL. Yes; one retired Police Sub-Inspector 
was also in the list. 

After the representation was made certain number of persons were given 
exemption at a very late stage and what was surprising was that in some 
cases, particularly in the case of exemption of the Muslims although the 
poli(‘y of Government so far as we are given to understand was to see that 
the money exempted may not be realised from others, in these cases although 
exemptions were granted, (»thers had to pay the balance left out of 
Rs. 5,0(10. This is one part of the story. That was at a stage when (Tovern- 
ment took the responsibility direct from the hea<lquarters to imj>ose (collective 
fines and to order exemptions of the same. 

Then, Sir, thereafter something happeifed which takes our breath away. 
In spite of repeated pressure from public* regarding this (juestion, Govern- 
ment suddenly empowered the local officials to deal with the question of 
(•(dlective fines themselves, even without reference to Govrnment, if they 
liked. And what was the result? In November, another collective fine was 
imposed on the villagers of the same village Beldanga and that was under 
the orders of the District Magistrate. Sir, in this case it appears that it is 
not a case of c’ollective fine, but a case of what they wanted to call “selective 
fine.” Eighteen picked persons, all Hindus, were picked out and a list w^as 
hung up notifying that these people w’ill have to pay Rs. 2,000 as collective 
fine. Nowhere in the Ordinance or even in the subsequent amendments 
thereto, it appears that Government or the officials empow’ered by Govern- 
ment have been given such power as to impose selective fines under the 
name of collective fines. Sir, these 18 persons, I mean most of them, also 
had to ])ay the previous fine of Rs, 5,000 and whai wa.s the occasion for it? 
The (H'casion was that a Muslim contractor of a certain evacuees' relief 
camp was in charge of the construction of the house also and was supplied 
W'ith two chaukidars to protect the same w’hich was burnt. Some men 
w'ere found running aw*ay from the building when the shed was just noticed 
to be burning. Sif, that contractor probably thought that he would again 
secure the contract and get money for it. The obvious conclusion w’ould be 
to find out whether he was implicated in this arson or not, and whether 
there was anything to show that this w'as a place#far from the habitation 

the Hindu residents of the area.. But again, Sir, I do not want to bring 
in communal issues in that picture at all. This is a ease, as I understand, 
of an interested contractor completely allowing the building or the shed 
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to be burnt, so that he may get some money out of it again ; and even then 
no investigation was made, no enquiry was started, nobody asked the other 
eoinmunity as to what they suspected regarding this incident, and one tine 
day a notification was first made by beat of drum that Rs. 1,000 will be 
realised from the Hindus and Muslims alike, if by a certain date, the names 
of the culprits were not forthcoming. After that date, however, another 
order was sent by the District Magistrate and that was communicated by 
the Subdivisional Officer of Berhampore stating merely : “I send herewith 
'a list of assessees of collective fines of an additional sum of Hs. 2,000 
imposed on the inhabitants of maiiza Beldanga.” The Subdivisional Officer 
sent this note. There is no mention of the order of the Magistrate, no 
mention as to how the Magistrate has imposed the collective fine and 
whether there has been any exemption <»f the other community as a whole 
or of other Hindu residents of the place as a whole. Some selected persons 
have been required to pay, and out of this Rs. 2,(KH), only one person, 
Kshitish Chandra llhnsh, a zaniindar and merchant of the place, of reputa- 
tion and also a member of the Evacuees’ Relief Committee and Secretary 
of the School Committee and of many other public institutions of the place 
has been required to pay Rs. 1,(MH). He has made representation not merely 
to tlie Magistrate but also to the Chief Secretary to the (lovernment of 
Bengal, and I have got a copy of this representation witli me which I 
propose to liand over to the Chief Minister after the debate is finished. 
This representation of Mr. (ihosh was sent as long ago as 12th February, 
1943, and no reply has been received by him as yet. In this (’ase, Sir, 
what we find is tliat not only there has been a gross mismanagement of the 
imposition itself but also in the assessment little (‘onsideration was given to 
justice and fair play. 

(At this stage the blue light was lit.) 

Sir, I will require another 15 minutes to finish my speech. 

Mr. SPEAKER : I am sorry, Dr. Sanyal. There is a large number of 
speakers, not less than ten. Of course I am always prepared to accom- 
modate you because you .sometimes entertain us very much. But in this 
particular case as there are so many speakers, it is only fair that they 
should also be allowed to speak. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, I shall try to finish as quickly as 
possible. 

Now, Sir, in this particular <‘ase another interest if»g thing to n(»te is 
this, that of the eighteen persons so assessed there is one man named who is 
dead and gone three or fours years ago. That is the kind of information 
on the basis of which the Government proceeds to impose collective fines 
under the Collective Fines Ordinance. One, No. 17, •Charupada Gonui, is 
dead and. gone four years ago. I want to know under what authority or 
evidence this person was found to be coming within the mischief of tlie 
Collective Fines Ordinance, particularly tbe man who is dead and gone. 
That is the kind of evidence on which collective fines are imposed. 1 leave 
it to the Hon^ble Minister-in-charge and to the House to judge how much 
scrutiny is exercised over such matters. 
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Sir, the next ease I would like to deal with is another selective fine 
imposed on 20 persons specifically named — residents of Jiaganj and 
Azinigaiij, The other day I placed before the House a case of abuse of the 
Ordinance IT of 1042. 

(At this stage the red light was lit.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, your time is up. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL. Sir, please give me another ten minutes, 
at least. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am prepared to give you more time but the result 
will be that the motion will stand over till after the Ist April. I can, 
however, give you two minutes to finish. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, please give me at least five minutes 
more. 

Mr. SPEAKER: All right. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL. Sir, the second case is that of some of 
those very persons who were implicated by the poli(!e — the designing 
police — of Jiaganj in that rice looting case which was referred to in 
connection with the debate on the Ordinance No. II of 1942. These 
persons have again been subjected to collective fine or selective fine, and I 
find in the list, Sir, after careful scrutiny, not only some of the accused 
persons beginning from Kumar Singh Chajore who was the main target of 
the local police but even a cartman who refused to give evidence, a goala 
from whom the thana officer wanted to get milk without payment, have 
been made victims. In this case I find that from 5(X) rupees to a small sum 
of 5 rupees — various amounts were imposed and in some of these certain 
persons were involved who get not even two meals a day. Sir, this is the 
manner in which collective fines are imposed. In this case I would also 
refer to the fact that there was no notice served on them; only individuals 
got notices to say that “a collective fine of Rs. 50 has been imposed on 
you ; please pay the amount to the Subdivisional Officer of Lalbagh or to 
an officer authorised by him, by 8th February, 1948, at Jiaganj between 
12 noon and 4 p.m., failing which a distress warrant will be issued again-^t 
you. On payment receipt will be given to you.” On enquiry 1 find that 
here a clever dodge was exercised. The Di.strict Magistrate said in another 
order that ‘‘in exercise of the power conferred by section 8(/) of the Collec- 
tive Fines Ordinance read with notification No. 20831P., dated 22nd 
October, 1942, 1 hereby exempt all persons except those included in the list 
attached herewith, of their liability to pay any portion of the collective fine 
imposed by notification, dated 29th January, 1948.” 

Now, Sir, 1 come to another case. That ca.se is one of the most glaring 
instances of injustice that has i>een or is being perpetrated under this 
Ordinance. An esteemed friend of ours, Mr. Anil Kumar Chanda, who is 
the Principal of the Viswa-Bharati and is a resident of a different union 
altogether, being a resident of Taltore Union residing as he does at 
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Konarka in Viswa-Bharati Santi Niketan, wa-^ visited on 5tli October, 1942, 
by the Police Officer in charge of the Bolpur police-station who claimed 
that«he was to pay Rs. 151 for collective fines imposed on Bolpnr, Dubrajpur 
and Hetampur on 17th September, 1942. Mr. Chanda protested that he 
did not belong to that union nor had he any landed property there. And, 
Sir, on the following day, that is, on the bth October he made a definite 
written complaint and sent a registerd letter to the District Magistrate, 
and a copy of that letter was sent to the local police othcer, protesting 
against that imposition. Yet, Sir, on the 9th November the police with 
armed constables went to his house and forcibly took away seventeen pieces 
of his furniture and on the 12th November these were sold out. Thereafter 
on the 17th November — now the interesting part of it comes — on the 17th 
November he gave a noti(‘e to the (Government of Bengal for compensation 
and recovery of furniture. Interesting things then happened. Govern- 
ment tlien discovered a mistake in this (use and correspondence and files 
moved and on the 20th January an amending Ordinance w^as passed 
exonerating all the officials and taking the suit out of the higher court’s 
jurisdiction altogether. A new amendment to the Ordinum’e has recently 
been promulgated providing that: “no suit, pnisecution or other legal pro- 
ceedings shall lie against any person or in respect of anything done which is 
in good faith done or intended to he done.” Here, I submit. Sir, there was 
no good faith at all and this Ordinance has been applied to the detriment 
of the individual liberties of the people. Even the High Court's jurisdic- 
tion is sought to be taken away by subsequent action after the petition was 
made. 

For all these reasons, Sir, I do support the motion of Rai Harendra 
Nath Chaudhury. 

Babu A8HUT08H LAHIRI: Sir, I rise to support the motion of my 
friend Rai Harendra Natli C'haudliuri. The manner in which collf‘ctiv(‘ 
fine has l>een imposed and realised in different districts of the province* ha.s 
aroused great bitterness and resentment in the minds of the people of the 
province. Sir, I have personal experience of a particular }>lace, 1 mean 
the (“ollective fines imposed on Balurghat town. 1 visite<l that place some 
time in last October. On that town (Government imposed a collective fine 
of Rs. 75. 000. Balurghat is a town inhabiteil bv only 8,000 people and 
it has not got even a municipality. What was the ofteio'e of the peiiple (d 
the town for which this heavy fine was impo'icd on them!' It was a raid, 
in wdii(‘h about 8,000 people who came mo'^tly from village areas from a 
distance of 18 to 30 miles to the Balurghat town in the morning ol the 14th 
September participated. They went straight to Suhdivisional Officer’s 
bungalow and demanded food from him. He refused to do anything f(»r 
them and then the crowd turned hack and looted and burnt some of the 
Government buildings. They burnt the first and second munsifs’ <f»url 
buildings, the sub-registry office, tlie jute registration office and the co-opera- 
tive bank buildings. These buildings wwe burnt only to a certain extent; 
none of them were w^holly burnt, I havemiyself inspected all the buildings, 
and I think the total damage to these buildings would not exceed Rs. 15,(H)0. 
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But the p(»or people of the town were saddled with a collective fine of 
Rs. 7o,0(X). I do not know on what principle this fine was inaposed. It 
has been admitted that the people of Balurghat town generally did not. take 
part in the raid. Only a few dozen people who were Congress workers are 
alleged to have organised this raid and to have collected the village people 
with a view to carrying out the raid. The inhabitants of the town 
themselves had no knowledge beforehand of this nor did they take any part 
in it. It was admitted. Sir, by the District Magistrate himself ; for, on the 
following day, namely, the 1.5th of September, he held a conference of 
local people there and rebuked them for not having actively resisted the 
people from carrying out the raid, when the leaders of the town in their 
turn asked him as to what the police did during the four hours of the raid 
on the town. It is well known. Sir, that the police took no action what- 
soever against them: the Subdivisiosal Officer was there and he did not 
take any action against them. They quietly finished their work and left 
the town when to the surprise of everybody the District Magistrate discover- 
ed that the townspeople had sympathy with the raiders which made it 
possible for them to carry on this raid. Sir, whatever might be the 
conclusion arrived at by the District Magistrate, I think it can be pertinent- 
ly asked, what the police force there was doing at that time. There was an 
armed force, there was a body of ordinary police force there: why did not 
they resist this raid. 1 say. Sir, the p(dice. the Subdivisional Officer and 
other 0(»vernmeiit officials there were ecpially responsible and can e(|ually 
Ih" accused of having sympathy with the raiders. Sir, this plea of the 
(Government that the inhabitants of the Balurghat town had sympathy with 
the raiders is absolutely untrue and has got no basis of facts to stand upon. 

Then, Sir, the principle on which the collective fines were imposed was 
objectionable. It has been found, Sir, that some of the local Moslems took 
part in the raid. One of them happened to be a son of the President of the 
local Muslim League who was caught red-handed. In this case, Sir, 
although some of the Moslems actually took part in the raid, so far a<5 the 
Moslems are concerned, only those Moslems have been fined who have been 
found guilty of having taken part in the raid — I mean, innocent Moslems 
were exempted from the payment of the collective fine; but with regard to 
the Hindus, as a class they have been subjected to the fine irrespective of 
the fact whether they were innocent or guilty. I ask. Sir, why is it that 
a principle which was applicable in the case of the Moslems was not 
thought to be applicable in the case of the Hindus? I feel. Sir, all innocent 
]>eople, no matter to which community they belong, should be exempted 
from paying collective fines. (Mr. Sykd Mvstagawsal Haqfk: The 
Muslim as a class did not join the movement.) That may be true in 
certain localities but not in all. I know of at least one instance where 
fhat was not the case and that was the raid on the Balurghat town. I 
myself visited the place, personally studied the situation there for three 
days and have got first-hand knowledge of the facts, I can say that in 
the Bftlurghat raid which took place in broad daylight there was a certain 
percentage of Moslems present, which was admitted by the District 
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Magistrate himself in the eonferenee held on the loth September. The 
Superintendent of Police also said that the Moslems openly took ])art in 
the raid. So it is not correct to .>ay that so far as the Palurghat raid is 
concerned the Moslems did not take part. As a matter of tact a son of 
the President of the Muslim liCague was caught red-lianded while taking 
part in the raid. However, Sir, I do not like to pursue thi.s matter 
further, hut 1 have been compelled to refer to it on account of the interru|>- 
lion of mv honourable friend. The point I was going to develop is this: 
Why should innocent Hindus be subjeided to fines while in respect of 
Moslems the fines were confined to those only who were found guilty of 
actually taking part in the raid. 

Then, Sir, a collective fine of lis. o(M) was imposed on a small village 
named Moradanga. I have been to the i)lace of occurrence which was 
really a distressing .sight to see. The villagers who were mostly Oraons, 
Sontiials and Rajbansis had been .subjected to such inhuman oppression.s 
committed by the police and other ruffians that they had nothing what- 
soever left in their houses except their cows. Over and above that, the 
unfortunate people had to j)ay Hs. oOl) as a (‘ollective fine. Their corru- 
gated iron .sheets, even the doors and window.s of their houses were taken 
away by the ruffians and lor seven day^ they continued tliis looting witli 
the (‘onnivance of the autlmrities. They had therefore to sell out the only 
property left to them — 1 mean, the cow.s — to pay the fine. I feel. Sir. 
that the manner in which these collective fines l»ave been impo.sed and the 
manner in wliich they have been realised is extremely unjust and unfair, 
and that the action taken by the (ifficials on behalf (»f (lovernment lias 
permanently alienated the s\mpatliy of the people of this province. 

With these words, Sir, I supj>ort the resolution. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN; Mr. Si>eaker. Sir, I wholeheartedlv 
support the resolution which has been moved by Rai Harendra Nath 
Chaudhuri about the imposition of collective fines. The promulgation of 
an Ordinance must be made at a time of very grave emergency when the 
application of the onlinary law of the land can be of no avail. The pre- 
amble of the Ordinance No. XX of 1942 as promulgated by His Excellency 
the Viceroy in British India distinctly states that it is meant to provide 
for the imposition of collective fines in connection with offences jirejudi- 
cially affecting the defence of British India for the efficient j»ro»e(‘ution of 
the war. The promulgation of an Ordinance to try offences which are 
ordinarily triable exclusively by the ordinary law’ ()f British India is a 
mi.suse of power- I would, at the same time, submit that the imposition of 
collective fines without any adeciuate enquiry or without a.scertaining the 
guilt or otherwise of the people concerned is a much more heinous proce- 
dure. Here instances have been cited in whii h the burning of a post office, 
the burning of a thana, the looting of village huts, the burning of the 
records of a union board or the liurning of .some thatched cottages belong- 
ing to a chaukidar have been held to ctjme within the purview of Ordinance 
No. XX of 1942 There can be no greater misuse of iwwer and misu.se of 
the authority vested, in the district jiuthorities than has been evidenced by 
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the aiJpIication of this Ordinance XX of 1942. If the burning of a union 
board office records or of a school house or only a portion of a railway 
station does not ordinarily have the eft'ect of interfering with the transport 
facilities, it surpasses our underNtanding how can such a thing fall within 
the puiview of this Ordinance XX of 1942. Instances have l)een cited 
Ijefore by iny learned friend Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal in which Babu 
Maharaja Bahadur Singh of Jiaganj was visited with a fine of Rs. 15,(K)0 
out (d Ks. 20, (KK) although he happened to be a non-resident zemindar and 
alth(»ugh it was not established by a sliadow of evidence that his bx al 
officers hud any complicity with the guilt or the supposed guilt of the 
offenders for the misdeeds of wdiich the collective fine was imposed. The 
district authorities should exercise discretion, should exercise sympathy, 
should exercise good judgment in the matter of the total amount of fine 
which is to be iinjjosed and in the matter of selection of the parties from 
whicli it has to be realised and the allocation of the various sums u]k>u any 
particular community or any particular individual. 

Sir, hero I have got w’ith me a petition by tlie residents of Mnragacha, 
Dhamiada, Babirgachi and other plac'es in the district of Nadia in which 
collective fines were imjiosed upon the villagers for burning certain small 
items of pro])erty and they were visited with a collective fine of Rs. 2,(NM>. 
Here they were called upon t/O pay the fine within the space of four days 
and they jietitioned to Government. Tliey said that they were (piite 
prepared to build the edifices or to make g-ood the loss which Government 
had incurred. In spite of that nothing was done and the people were 
called upon to pay the fine within the incredible space of four days. 

Now, Sir, I would i)lace before the House that the delegation of autho- 
rity to district offi(‘er8 without the knowledge ot the head of the ju'oviuce 
or the Minister in charge of the Home Department w»)uld be a dereliction 
of duty on the part of Government to avoid responsibility and we all know 
how there are personal elements operating with the district authorities who 
are guided by their Sivbdivisional Officers and by other elements ag'ainst 
certain persons in the locality. If there are undesirables they must pay 
the collective fine even if they hapjwn to be non-residents of the place, 
even if they can show that they were innocent of all such activities. I 
would submit that in the matter of imposition nt tlie^e fines it will be 
better if the district authorities would institute some sort of enquiry or at 
lea'^t call uinm thow persons upon whom they intend to imiM>8e the fines to 
come before them and place before them the evidence upon which they 
want to be exempted or they should be shown the evidence upon which 
Government or, for the matter of that, the district officer or the Subdivi- 
sional Officer or the thana officer wants them to be implicated- Govern- 
ment seem to be i»aii|»er in the matter of state.smansbip. They have 
forgotten the maxini that a discontented civil jwpiilation is never an asset 
whether it is ft state of war or a state of |>eaee. Should not the Govern- 
meat take stock of the fact that the imposition of these fines upon a people 
who tkiink inaoceBt and against whom Government have not 

the sembluiee ^ tittle of evidenee to implicate them ia these effeaces haa 
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the effect of alienating the sympathiee and the support of the i)e()pie for 

the prosecution of the war? After all, these Ordinances should l)e applied 

for * the suppression of sabotage, for the suppressing of fifth-columnist 
activities, and not for offences which are (juite c(»gnisable by the ordinary 
civil law. If persons without being given iui\ op])ortunit> , without 
having anything to connect them with the offences, ai«* ruthlessly fined in 
this manner, then, Sir, I would submit it will be ver\ unfair both for the 
Crovernment and for the people as a whole. Oovernnu'ut is nothing but 
the embodiment of the will of the j)opula(*e in whom some sort of ]>ower 

has been vested. In this country we are governed hy sun-dried 

bureaucrats who have abscdutely no sympathy with the population, who 
think that after the passing of the last day of the month they will be 
entitled to a fat salary, their travelling allowames and other allowances. 
Bui if they think so I want to give them some .sort of warning that thi»^ 
state of things should not be allowed to continue any more. They must be 
held responsible for their misdeeds, for it is nothing short of a misdeed to 
punish persons wdio are absidutely innocent by imjjosing fines in this 
ruthless manner. 

With these words, Sir, I support the motion so ably moved by my friend 
Kai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, I would like to know how lonRr 
we are sitting so that we may be able to come to a de<*ision tonight. If you 
are prepared to extend the sitting to 8 p.m. we may probably have a few 
more speakers; otherwise we want the Hon'ble Chief Minister to make a 
statement. The question be now put. 

Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERdEE: We want to speak. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8; On a matter like this we also- 
want to speak. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: This is a very important matter- It requires full 
discussion and the matter should be discussed from all points of view by 
the different sections of the House. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Let us sit longer. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: When you were asking for time I told you that if 
you asked for time, as there was quite a large number of 8|)eaker8 and they 
have intimated their desire to speak it may be necessary that this resolution 
will be carried over to some other day after the Ist April. You did not 
raise any objection. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Of course I did. T immediaftdy 
said “I cut down one of my speakers’". 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Tou might have said that, but that did not mean 
that you objected to this matter not being put to vote today. 

Or. NALINAKSHA tANYALs There wm no occuion for me to do. 
that. 
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Mr. SPEAKER: That ift exactly what I mean. I think the matter 
has not yet been sufficiently discussed. It oug-ht to be discussed thoroughly 
and then it will be put not today definitely but it will stand over to some 
other day when this matter will be put to vote. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: May I submit, Sir, that this is a very 
important matter as you have yourself realised, and we have had experience 
of important matters like this, like the food delmte, Ordinance No. II of 
1^2, and such other important matters, being held over from day U) day, 
and the House has been denied the opportunity of coming to an early 
decision thereon. Even this morning you found an attemjd was being 
made to iH)8tpone even the f(H)d debate fmm the Dth instant. This is a 
state of affairs to which we stnuigly object. With regard to the permis- 
sion of other parties I suggest, Sir, that we should have a prolonged sitting 
of the House b)day say up to 7-dO or 8 j).m. (Dr. SyamapraS/Vd Mookerjee: 
No, no.) We have still got full one hour. If the debate is continued till 
7-30 p.m. this matter may be discussed and then we may come to a decision. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, I think I have got to 
make a statement after what has fallen from Dr. Sanyal. There was no 
attempt made to shift the discussion of the food ]>r(d)lem from the 0th ; 
however that is irrelevant. So far as this di.scussion is concerned, may I 
point out to Dr. Sanyal that the opinion of the Ho\iNe can be ascertained 
not merely by getting vot^s but by a full dress debate* in this Housed I 
think it is far more satisfactory Uiat opinion should exi)res8 itself rather 
than a vote be taken on a particular point merely for the advantage or 
disadvantage of any political party. So fur as I am concerned, I want, if 
Government is expected to look into this question idosely, that the debate 
should be continued in full, so that we may have the advantiige of exfues- 
sions of opinion from all (quarters, not merely the expression of opinion of 
one section but of all sei tions of the House, The o])inion of the H(»use 
means the oju'iiion cjf all .sections and not one 8<‘ction. I think Dr. Sanyal 
will agree with me that in a matter of such importance there sluuild not 
be any <*urtailment of the privileges of the members of the House. 

Now, Sir, us regards a date, it is not my intention to shift the date to 
anything beyoiul any particular day in this month. It all depends on the 
nature of the business before the House- We must take the earliest |>ossible 
i'pportunity to pmeed with the debate. But so far as this evening is 
concerned, it is sheer cruelty to ask us to sit in this House for longer hours 
having had to attend both the Upper and the Lower Houses, party meetings, 
office work. etc. I ,may tell the House that from 8 o'chx‘k this morning 
I had not been to my bouse to take my meal. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAI.. I ^e^sIlect fully submit for your 
con.sideration. Sir, that to-morrow morning is the only available date that 
I cao 900* Unless this debate is closed today, you will have to fix a date 
oiHier itt’ the morning or after the end of Mirchr, i.e:, btt fil^'week of 
April. Up to the., end of March we have no more non-official day. 
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Balm NACENDRA NATH SEN: \Vh y not ti>-inorrow morning^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: So tai as a date is eoiieerned, 
I that Dr. San\al and we shall sit t4)jjfetliei and fix a eouvenient 

date to wliieh tiieie will not ht‘ any cdijei'tion ti-oin aiis nuartei. As 
reg-ards the 9th to which a reterence has been made alter we hud annoiiueed 
our decision that the discussion would continin* on tfial da\ , I find an 
expression of opinion of a very lar^e section of the House that on the 9th 
no business should be transacted. It all depends on the nature of the 
business before the House. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Y<»u want to postpone the meetiu^; 
on the 9th? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 do not. but the inember» 
do. I want to ha\e it on the 9th. (Interruptions) 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Order, order. Y ou must hear what the Hon’ble the 
Chief Minist-ei has ^-ot io huy, and after hearin^^ liim 1 .shall ^^ive my 
de( ision The Chief Minister will now make his point clear. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, 1 am ouIn a(*(‘i>mmodut> 

in^ my triends on this side 

Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED KHONDKAR: On the Itith there will 
be an election, (hi tlie fMli we shall Ihj very busy because we are interesUol 
in the election. So, there should not be any meetinj^: on the 9th. 

Mr. 8YED BADRUDDOJA: May I n*H|»ectf\illy point out that the 
opinion of a lar^re section must count in determining? a particular date 
which must suit all sections in this House? If there is a volume of opinion 
which desires that the date should be shifted on to another date when we 
can discuss this point I do not see how my friends on the other side can 
object to it. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the date depend on majority 
rule ? 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: May I know’, Sir, whether it is 
rijfht on the part of the Leader of the House to say that he holds a view 
which is not supported by his followers? T hope, Sir, that you will not 
allow’ the Leader of the House to break the parliamentary f’onvention in 
this manner. 

8PEAKERS jfo far as I can see, there is no (difference of opinion 
on any particular subject-matter relating to the business of the House. It 
is a question relating to the fixation of a particular date for the disposal 
of a particular matter. It api>ears to me that the Hon’ble Chief Minister 
made a statement without being properly fftwted with regard to the views 
of his 8up|Kjrter.s. It apfiears that hfc- was personally agreeable to the 
matter being discussed on the 9th, but subsequent opinion expre88e4 to 
him by members of his party appears to have weighed with him and La 
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now geems willin^f to shift the date to some other date. At the same time, 
I find — perhaps not without reason — that there is a lurking suspicion in 
the mind of the Opposition that this is only an attempt to shift the date 
from day to day to avoid a decision being arrived at on this particular issue. 
I would therefore request the Hon^ble Chief Minister to state a definite 
date if possible on which this question may be decided. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Are you re-opening the question? 
We will not tolerate the decision of the Speaker being changed in this way. 
Sir, you definitely stated earlier in the day that you have, in consultation 
with the Chief Minister, decided that there would be a meeting on the 9th 
and there would be full debate. 

Mr. SPEAKER: It may be your impression, but so far as 1 remember 
it was not so. It was not my business to give you any assurance that the 
matter would be discussed on that date. So far as 1 remember, I never 
gave you any assurance like that The (^hief Minister says that he sticks 
to that date. Therefore no question of any ruling given by me arises in 
this particular matter. If there is a large volume of opinion against a 
particular date for the disposal of a particular matter, I think there can 
be no objection to shifting the dat-e, provided of course I am satisfied as 
well as the Opposition that there is no attempt to altogether shelve the 
mattt‘r. I think the Hon’ble Chief Minister suggests the morning of lOth. 

THt Hofililt Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: No, llth. 

Mr. SPEAKER: He has suggested the morning of llth, but I think 
voting on grants also Wgins on the llth. 

TIm Honnilf Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Yes. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That will begin from 3-45 p.m. Then I want to be 
sure about the time also. What is the time? Let him make a suggestion. 

Mr. YOUSUF MIRZA: Sir, we will have to consult the members of 
the Eurot)ean Group on this matter. 

Mr. SPEAKER: All nght. 

SalMl NAG EN DR A NATH SEN: Sir, fitting of time is in the absolute 
discretion of the Speaker. Why should you surrender your just rights 
and authority to consult the dictates of a certain person, may he be the 
Chief Minister or the Food Minister? 

Mr. I. D. JALAN: Sir, we were discussing the fixing of a date for 
the debate on the resolution before us. Incidentally', instead of fixing a 
date for the contir'uance of the discussion on this resolution, you have 
reopened the question with regard to the fixing of a date for the discussion 
of the food problem. Therefore, I submit that, before going to reopen 
that question, you must delude as to the date to be fixed for continuing 
discussion on this resolution. 

• 

. Mr* SPEAKER: I quite see the force of the suggestion made by 
Mr, Jalan. I thjnk, we have proceeded to such an exten t — 
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Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Sir, I f^ubmit ^ 

Mr. SPEAKER: Dr. Sanyal. I atii on my leps. Why are you 80 
very anxious? I will hear you afterwards. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Sir, I may not ^et the opportunity 
afterwards. 

Mr. SPEAKER: All rijrht, you ^*0 on. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Sir, 1 submit most respectfully, that 
11th and tlie dates subsequent tiiereto would be the days when we shall be 
busy with the budjret cut motiims and prejmration and study in that 
connection and it will be extremely difficult for us to apply our minds to 
important issues like the food debate or the <‘ollective fines debate during 
such periiul as the budget cut motions are taken up. I fully realise the 
anxiety of (loveniment and their party to make it impossible for the 
OjijMisition to put things jiroperly in pn»per perspective before the House 
an<l in jiroper time 

Th€ Hofi’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I object to that. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: I submit. Sir, that you as Speaker 
of the House have got the inherent right to see that the Opposition gets a 
fair deal and it is the privilege of the Opposition to claim convenience of 
dates. If by majority the meinliers of the 0(>verument parly — who are 
always in a majority — tiy to fix a dat^ according to their own conveniemre, 
then no debate will come to a conclusion. 

Mr. RA8IKLAL BISWAf : m Nl CYlflUS 

Tpni \ «nn 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: 1 therefore submit. Sir, that you will 
not be pleased to allow any attempt t4) shift the date from the 9th and to 
hare any other date for today’s debate than the 10th or the 11th morning, 
as has been .sugge.sted by the Chief Minister. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think we have wasted much precious time of this 
House over nothing. In the first place, I admit it was scunewhat wrong 
for me to allow the Chief Minister to make the other suggestion. That 
ought not to have been done. Somehow it cropped up and it escaped my 
attention and there has been a lot of discussion over the matter and if' my 
attention had been drawn in the beginning to it, I would not have allowed 
it at all to be raised. 80 far as that matter is concerwed, I would request 
the Him’bje Chief Minister just to indicate his definite ideas to the Chief 
Whip of his party. I would request the other Leaders also to indicate 
their desires to their respective whips. I jvill meet them in my chamber 
tonight and will give my decision on Monday w'hen we next meet. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, we make it clear that we do not 
agree to any postponement beyond the 9 th. 
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Mr, 8YED BADRUDDOJA: Sir, I submit that if Dr. Sanyal is so 
insistent on that date, we also insist that you must look to our convenience 
also and shift that date to a convenient time so that we may be in a position 
to discuss this matter from all jHiints of view. Dr. Sanyal is not at all 
amenable to reason. We on this side of the House al.s(> insist that tlie date 
may be shifted to another convenient date. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: We had the date shifted from the 
20th for your convenience. 

Mr. 8YED BADRUDDOJA: Not for our convenience. 

Mr. SPEAKER: T am new to iny office. 1 am sorry 1 am not full^ 

conversant with the rules on this point. I understand that it is the 

Government that fixes the date with reg-ard to the business ot Government. 
If that is so, no question of fixing the date arises 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, may I poirit out 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. Di. Sanyal, thi^ is not ]»r(q)ei You 

will allow me a little time to finish what 1 have f^ot to ^ay. I will l(M»k 
int(» th(’ matter peisonally and I will ^ive m\ d(*cihion on Monday next 
because the lime to be fixed will be after Monday. Therefon*. \ou will 
not be pi’cjudiced in any way. 

So far as this jiarticulur matter is coneerned, it wa^ a >ide isMie and 
it did not arise out of the present business before the ilou.se Therefore, 
that is my ruling w'ith reg’ard to that particular matter. So far as the 
present matter is concerned, I think Dr. Sanyal ha.s frustrated his own 
object. It is now already 5 or ti minutes to 7. Therefore, prayer time is 
practically ^oin^ h) be over. 


Adjoummwit. 

The House was then adjourned at 6-55 p.m. till 6-45 p.m. on Monday, 
the 8th March, li>46, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proccedingt of the Bengel Legislative Assembly assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935 . 

a 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Monday, tlhe 8th 
March, 1943, at 3-45 p.m. 

Prasent: 

^ Mr. Speaker (the Hoii'ble Mr. Syet> Naeshek Alt) in the Chair, 
7 Hon’ble Ministers and 1G9 memWrs. 

Obituary. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Ladie.s and gentlemen: It is iny painful duty to 
announce tlie death of Cajitaiii the Right Hon ble Edward Fitzroy, Speaker 
of the HoiLse of Commons. He died on 'Wedne.sday, the 3rd March, 1943. 
He was first elected a member of the House of ('ommons in 1900 and became 
Deputy ( liairman of tin* Committee of the House of ('ommous from 1922 to 
1924, and again from 192-1 to 1928 And in 1928 he was elected Speaker 
o{ tile Hoii.se (d Conimoii'' I f(»<‘l that a message of eondolenee should be 
sent to the House of (Vimmons and to tlie bereaved family. T hope mein- 
tiers will >ignit\ their assent hy rising in their seats, 

(At this stag(‘ the inenilH*rs rose in their seats. ) 

i hunk \oti, ladie.s and g(‘ntl<‘in(‘n. The Secretary will do the needful. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

House Protection Firo-Partiee in Calcutta. 

^109. Mr. M. A. F. HIRTZEL: ( 42 ) Will the Hon’ble Minisier in 
charge of the Civil Defence Co-ordination (Home) Department he pleased to 
lay on the Table a statement showing, sub-area by suli-area, the numl>er of 
House Protection Fire-Parties recruited and trained in (’alcuttu and the total 
personnel involved Y 

{h) Will the Hon’ble Minister l>e pleased to state whether fire-watchers 
have been recruited and trained for each of these parties and, if so, on what 
terms P 

(0 If the answer to (5) is in the negative, will the Hoiride Minister be 
plea.sed to state what steps, if any, are being taken by Government to recruit 
fire-watchers and the terms on which they are likely to Ik* recruited y 

MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 

Mr. A. K., Faziul Huc|): («) A .statement is laid on the Table. 

(5) and (o One person in every party of 3, and 2 in every imrty of 6 
act as fire-watchers by turns at the time of raids. Fire-w'atching is organised 
on tf is basis. Parties are also supplied with whistles so that fire-watchers can 
draw the attention of other members of^the party to the fall of incendiary 
bomba. Training is given to parties by Instructors and Wardens. 
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Statement referred to in reply to clause (a) of starred question No. 109. 


Housh Protection Fire Parties, A.R.P., Calcutta. 


Sub-area. 

Partiee 

sanc- 

tioned. 

Parties 

organi- 

sed. 

Personnel 

recruited. 

Complete 

parties 

trained. 

Personnel 

trained. 

A. Shampuker 

900 

894 

3,156 

723 

2,285 

B(N). Jorabagan (North) 

660 

650 

2,838 

650 

2,838 

B(S). Jorabagan (South) 

460 

415 

1,.557 

272 

1,044 

C. Burtolla 

610 

510 

2.040 

476 

1,768 

D(N). Burrabazar (North) 

800 

552 

2,254 

446 

1,846 

D(S). Burrabazar (South) 

600 

538 

2,128 

232 

1,128 

E. JoraHanko 

880 

689 

2,462 

610 

2,126 

F. AmherHt Street 

7<M) 

700 

3,095 

700 

2,720 

Q. A H. Hare Street and Bowbazar 

515 

515 

2.1(H) 

515 

2,100 

1(E). Muohipara (Eant) 

700 

7<M) 

2,514 

7(H) 

2.614 

I(W). Muchipara (Went) 

7<M) 

7<K) 

2,3.35 

700 

2,335 

J. A K. Taltola A Park Street 

.500 

478 

1.814 

478 

1,814 

M. OoHHipore 

.‘no 

370 

1,469 

2.38 

1,170 

N. Chitpore 

.500 

.500 

1.908 

4.50 

1..542 

0(N). Man icktolla (North) 

500 

492 

2,057 

441 

1,665 

0(S). Mamcktola (South) 

600 

m) 

2.353 

488 

1,922 

P(N). Ik^lliaghata (North) 

375 

,375 

1,628 

348 

1,432 

P(S). Bolliaghata (South) 

425 

425 

1,419 

425 

1,419 

Q. Entally 

700 

689 

2,18)5 

590 

2,277 

R. Beiiiapuker 

400 

4(8) 

1,641 

375 

1,390 

8(N). Hally gunge (North) 

660 

613 

2,003 

402 

1,648 

S(S). Ballygunge (South) 

600 

600 

2,159 

595 

1,860 

T(E). Bhowanipore (East) 

676 

602 

2,698 

522 

2,335 

T(W). Bhowanipore (Went) 

676 

676 

2,408 

676 

2,408 

U(B). Tollygunge (Eaatl 

500 

296 

1,121 

183 

695 

U(W). Tollygunge (Weet) 

600 

690 

2,865 

432 

1.610 

V. Alipore 

430 

430 

1.662 

430 

1,662 

W. A L. VVaigunge A Haatingii . . 

860 

846 

2.791 

442 

1,466 

Total 

16,664 

16,843 

61,316 

13.612 

50,318 
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Kim Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Before I put supplementary ques- 
tions, Sir, I would like to know whether by “fire-protection parties” Govern- 
ment mean persons who are detailed to watch the fall of incendiary bombs 
or persons who are to fight the fire in case there is an actual outbreak. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I am afraid I do not know. I 
shall have to find it out. 

. Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, this question should be held 
over. This question refers to house protection fire parties, but the answer 
has been given with regard to the fire-watchers. I think the intention of 
the questioner was perhaps to ascertain what arrangements Government are 
making with regard to giving protection to house-owners in the event of 
outbreaks of fire. 

The Hon'ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I am informeil by my 

colleague on the right that it does not refer to fire-watching but to fire- 
fighting. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: But, Sir. the reply refers to fire- 
watching. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: No. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI; But, Sir, the fall of inc'endiary 

bombs comes under fire-watching. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 do not know that. . As a 
matter ot tact, it the honouralde ineinher gives me notice 1 shall give the 
nece.ssary information. For the jire.sent I cannot give out more informii- 
tion than what is contained in the printed answer. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. Certain question was put and certain 
answ'er was given. You are (juite comf»etenf, Mr. Mohammed Ali, to ask 
the Hon’ble Minister an\ supplementary question you like. But you can- 
not quarrel with him. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: No, Sir. 1 am not quarreling. 
What I submit is that the answer has been given under a misapprehension . 
Government take it that fire protection probably refers to fire-watching, 
but there is a difference between fire-watching parties and house protection 
fire parties. The reply given here refers to fire-watching and not to house 
protection fire-fighting. 

Mr, SPEAKER: Khan Bahadur Mohammed Ali, it appears that you 
know much more than the Hon^ble Minister. What in the use of your 
putting this question? 

The Hon’bli Mr, A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I am a layman, Sir. What is 
the good of asking me for information whfch is quite well known to the 
honourable member ? • 

Mr. SPEAKER: The next question. 
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Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Wliat will be the fate of this ques- 
tion, SirP I would request you to hold it over till the Hon’ble Minister is 
in a position to answer the question. 

Mr. SPEAKERS I have already called the next question. If you are 
not satisfied with the answer given by the Hon’ble Minister, you may give 
notice of a fresh question and he will give the necessary answer. 

Financial help to the families of Bengalis detained in enemy-occupied 

territory. 

M10 Khan Bahadur AULAD H08BAIN KHANe (a) Is the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home Department aware — 

(i) that some residents of this Province have been detained in enemy- 

occupied territory smdi as Bunn a and Malay ; and 

(ii) that their family members are in great distress? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
bf pleased to state the steps (iovernmeiit propose to lake in the matter? 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Ui) 0) Yes. 

(//) Yes, in many cases. 

(h) This (k)vernment are granting repayable advances to the dependants 
for their maintenance under the authority delegated by the Government of 
India to Provincial Governments. All District Officers have been given 
necessary instructions and authority to deal with such cases, 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister hv pleased 
to state what he means by the word “repayable” and wliat are the terms 
thereof? 

The Hon’blo Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ; Repayable means that it is 
not a gratuitous relief. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: What are the term^i? 

The Hon’blt Mr, A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 cannot sa\ offhand. 

Kbau Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to give an outline of the scheme under which this loan is given? 

Mr. BPIEAKER; How can yon expect to have a complete scheme out- 
lined in answer to a supplementary question? This is impracticable, and I 
disallow it. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: What is the basis of calculation or 
the rate at which the allowance is paid? 

Tha Hon’bla Mr. A. K. FA2;LUL HUQ: T cannot say from memory. 

Mr. M. A. H. IBPAHANl: .Is this allowance based on induenoe 
exercised or on some rules framed by the Provincial Government? 
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Th* Hon'bto Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Oil certain rules according to 
which these allowances are paid. That is all that I have got at present to 
say^ 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALi: May we not expect to have a pro- 
per reply. Sir? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Y on cannot expect an offhand reply to your very 
comprehensive question, Khan Bahadur. You have asked the question and 
the Hon 'hie Minister has replied that he is prepared to lay the rules on the 
table. "What more can you expect to have? 

Imposition of collective fine on certain Hindus of Beldanga. 

Mil. Mr. I8WAR DAS JAtAN: in) Is the Tloirhle Minister in charge 
of the Home Department aware — 

(?) that on the KHli November, the Pre-'idenl, Beldanga Union 

Board, announced l>y beat of drum the ordei of the District 
Magistrate of Mursbidabad that collective tines to the (‘Xtent of 
Hs 1 ,0(K) only would be imposed on the Hindu and Muslim 
lesident" (d Beldanga if the culjirits responsibh> tor the arson on 
a local evacuees' relief shed <m the Hth Novemher, could not 

be detected within three days of smdi annouiua'inent ; and 
ill) that on the Idth December, VM2, the District Magistrate of 
Mursbidabad imposed on 18 Hindu residents only a collective fine 
of Rs, 2,000? 

(b) It the answer to (o) (??) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’lde Minister 
]>e pleased t(? state the considerations and the nature of evidence on which 
these fines were imposed? 

(r) Is it a fact that among the jiersons who were called upon to pay the 
imposition the name of one who died three or four years ago has been 
included? 

(d) What are the amounts assessed to be paid by each one (d the persons 
against whom the order was made and what w'as the basis for such assesa- 
ment in each case? 

(f) Have the Government received any petition from the affected persona 
in this connection? 

(f) If the answer to (c) is in the affinnutive, will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the action, if any, taken thereon. 

The Hon’Me Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a), (c) ancj (e) Yes. 

{b) A number of sheds were burnt on the 8th NovemWr, 1942, at the 
Beldanga evacuees* Relief Camjj. This constituted conditions of the nature 
justifying the imposition of a collective fin^ as laid down in section 8(7) of 
the Ordinance and the occurrence of the offence together with the failure to 
lodge information as to the offenders nlade it appear to the District Officer 
that the inhabitants were concerned in such a way a« to be liable to the fine. 



QUESTIONS. 


[8th MaH., 




(3) A list of asseftses is laid on the Library Table. The basis for assess- 
ment is prescribed in section of the Ordinance to which the honourable 
member’s attention is invited. 

(f) Fines in two cases have been reduced. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to answer (c), may we 
enquire which particular section of the Ordinance does this man, who died 
three years aj?o, come under? 

Tht Hoii’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: You are a Research Scholar. 
So far as this fine is concerned, it must be remitted. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: The Hon’ble Chief Minister perhaps identified me with 
Dr. Sanyal when he said, “You are a Research Scholar.” I have never 
been such a scholar in my life. (Laughter.) 

Thii Honn>l0 Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: It is impersonal “you”. 

Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL. With reference to answer (b), “the 
occurrence of the offence together with the failure to lodge information as 
to the offenders made it appear to the District Officer that the inhabitants 
were con(‘erned in such a way as to be liable to the fine,” may we enquire 
if all the inhabitants of the area (‘oncerned were subjected to the fine? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Or, in other words, whether 
some inhabitants were excluded? Is that your question? 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Let me be direct. We charged on a 
previous o(‘casion that this w^as not a collective fine but a selective fine on 
only eigliteen individuals. The order of the District Magistrate related to 
eighteen individuals of whom one was dead, Mr. Oharii Pada Gonai. That 
has been admitted. So far as the others are concerned, my supplementary 
question is whether these |>ersons were subjected to the collective fine as 
being inhabitants of the place or for some other rea.son, because all the 
inhabitants w’ere not fined 

The Hon'ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Therefore, the question is all 
the inhabitants were not put under fine. Therefore, it was a selective fine. 
From the papers before me it is impossible for me to say. I have got a 
list 

Dr. NAL1NAK8HA 8ANYAL: How many persons appear in the list? 

Th# Hon*bl6 Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 17. 

Or. NALINAKtIjA 8ANYAL: 18 was the original number. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, there ought not to be a discussion. Put 
your next question. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what were the reasons for .selecting the 17 persons for the fine? 

Thtti«n’blt Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I cannot say at the moment. 
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Of. NALINAKSHA SANYAL* Will th^ Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what is the total population of the area? 

The Hon'ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ S I oannot say. 

Dr, NALINAKS^HA SANYAL* Will the Hou’ble Miiiist4e'r be pleased 
to state why other people were exempted? 

Th® Hon’bl® Mr, A, K, FAZLUL HUQ: For all these questions I must 
*have notice. 

Dr, NALINAK8HA SANYAL: In answer to question [h), which reads, 
“If the answer to {a) {it) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the considerations and the nature of evidence on which 
these fines were imposed,’’ the con. siderat ions are sou^fht to be 8 tat 4 Ml but 
no nature of evidence is given. That is why I would like to know the 
nature of evidence. 

Th® Hon’bl® Mr, A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: From the papers with me I 
cannot give the answer. On this aUo I would like to have notice. 

Dr, NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Notice was given. Sir. 

Mr, SPEAKER; I know, but if (he Hon’ble Minister d(M*s not give the 
answer, w'hat can 1 do? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A, K, FAZLUL HUQ: Tf there has been defect in 
the rep!_\ to whidi all4*ntion lias not been draw'n, I would take notice on it 
and would answei' later. 

Dr, NALINAKSHA SANYAL: I ill*. i|u<>stioii l)e held over. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: So far as the answers are 
concerned, the\ are tlieie, and as regards the new que.stion 

Dr, NALINAKSHA SANYAL: It is an old question 

Mr, SPEAKER: He ba> '.aid tliat there appears to be some defeid in 
the answer arnl he gives the a'lsuranct* that he will give \ou an answer. It 
is not necessary to hold over the question at all. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: How can we get it? 

Mr, SPEAKER; You wdll get it because he say.s he will take that ques- 
tion as fresh notiw. 

Polic®-nrifig and p®rions killed inside a mosque at Kishoraganj. 

MI2. Mr. M. FARHAD RAZA CHOWDHURY: Ui) Is the Hon’bic 
Minister in charge of the Home Department aware of the fu(‘t that the police 
opened fire on some persons inside a mostjue in Kishoregauj ? 

(b) If the answ^er to (a) i.s in the affirmative, will the Hon’hle Minister be 
pleased to state if any departmental empiiry was conducted into the shooting 
affair ? 

$ 

(c) If 80 , will the Hon’ble Ministf^ be further pleased to lay on the 
Table a copy of the report of enquiry? 
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The Heii’bJe Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (n) The poli(>e opened fire on a 
mob, in eonseqnenee of which two persons sitting inside a mosque were killed 
})y stray bullets. 

(h) I do not admit the implications in (juestion (o), but am prepared to 
state that a dejmrtmental enquiry was held into the matter. 

(r) I made a full and detailed statement in the TiCgislative Council on 
the 19th November, 1942, on the basis of official rejmrts. The honourable 
member is referred to that statement which has been published in the pro- 
ceedings of the Bengal l/egislative Council. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 see in answer (c) it is stated, “I made a full and 
detailed statement in the Legislative Council on the 19th November, 1942.’^ 
J am afraid that this is not in order. Reference to Council affairs ought 
not to have been made here. 

The HOfi’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: In that cast* tilt* question may 
be held over. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The (juestion is held over. 

Petition regarding prosecution af ofRoials responsible for firing upon the 
Muslims within Shaheedy Moscpie at KishoreganJ, Mymensingh. 

M13. Mauivi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: (a) Will the Tlon'ble Minister 
in charge of the Home Deixutment W j)lcast‘d to state whether any j)etitioD 
from one Mauivi Abu Ahmed for jxrosecution of tht* (lovernmeiit officials 
responsible for firing upon the Muslims within the vShalu*ed\ Mosque at 
Puranthana at Kisluireganj, Mymensingh, has been received by the 
Secretary, Home Department? 

(h) If the answer to (o') is in the affirmative, will the Horrble Minister 
be pleased to state what action, if any, the (TOVt*rnment have taken or pro- 
pose to take on the petition? 

(r) Do the (tovcriiment contemplate to take any action against these 
Officials? 

(d) If the answer to (c) i^ in the negative, will the Hon'ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reasons thereof? 

The Hon'ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The representation has been 
received, and 1 am considering action to be taken on it. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state when the n‘presentation wa.s received by Government? 

The Hon’bla Mr. A. K, FAZLUL HUQ: I have got to ask the Law 

Officers and as soon as tlie reply is received, I will give you the answer. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state who led the procession?* 

Tha Hon'bla Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 submit, Sir, that question 
does not arise. 
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Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not ,inse. 

Srijut NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: Will the Hon'Me Minister 
be pleased to explain to the House the cause toi which this firiujr was 
resorted to'r 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: How <loes that aris^ey 

Shjut NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: It out of the quesi- 

'tion itself. 

Mr, SPEAKER: The question is with rejranl to the petition. There- 
fore, that (|uestion does not arise. 

Srijut NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: Mr. Speaker, it arises in 
this way, because here it is asked wdiat action the (icnerninent contemplate 
on this firin^^. The House must know whether an\ action on the part of 
(jk)verninent is necessary. If it knows the incidents and facts, it can 
exjires.s its opinion by sup])bMnentar> cjuestions. 

Mr. SPEAKER: d'he cjuestion relates to a certain petition re^rardin^ 
j)roseciiti(m of otbciaLs responsible for tirinj^- upon the Muslims within 
Shiihc'ed.N Mosque at Kisliore^anj, Mymensingh. It rcdates to tlie pcdition 
regardinjit j)rose(utioii and so forth. Now, can an\ question whirli p^oes 
into the details ot the matter as to what led to the tiriii); and so forth be 
witliin the scope* of the* ([uestiony 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: What are the c'ontents of that 
representation y 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: It is not possible for me to 
f,nve the whole of the contents. The petition is to prosecute certain officers 
for the pro.secutiou of whom (Government .sanction is necessar;^ under the 
Criminal Procedure Code. 

Mr. AHMED HOSAIN; Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
when did tbe Government receive the representation y 

The Hofi’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The representation was 
addressed to the Chief Secretary and it was sent down for ascertaining: 
certain facts. 1 cannot say at what time at the present moment : it is about 
three weeks ajfo tiiat the matter had been sent to the Law Officer of Govern- 
ment. 

Mr. AHMED HOtAIN: When did the Government receive the 
representation y 

Tht Hf^blf Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: About two months ago. 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD? Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state how long the Governii\^nt is expected to keep that petition 
under consideration and when the Government i.s expecting to come to a 
final decision? 
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Tht Hon’blf Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: As I have «)akl, as soon as the 
Law Officer sends his opinion, we will take quick action. All that 1 can 
say is this: that if necessary I can ask the Law Officer to expedite giving 
his opinion. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: AVill the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to tell us why the petitioner wanted prosecution of those officers? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is a motive in the mind of the petitioner and the 
Hon’ble Minister is not supposed to know that. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Sir, my submission is this; this is not 
a private affair V>etw'een the Hon’ble Minister and the member w^ho has put 
this question. All the members are expected to know it. 

Mr. SPEAKER: If you Inive g(»t any definite question to ask yc)U can 
do that, so that I may give my decision on that and the Hon’ble Minister 
may l)e asked to give answer to the question or the question may be dis- 
allowed. Have you got any such question? 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Yes, Sir. My question is this: Will 
the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to tell us why the petitioner wanted to 
prosecute those officers? I w’ant the reason why? 

Mr. SPEAKER : I liave already told you that it is in the mind of the 
petitioner himself. He felt aggrieved and he approached the authorities. 
It is no question. 

Srijut NARENDRA NATH 0A8 GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
1 k‘ pleased to state who was the petitioner? 

Tilt Hon'ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The name of the ])etitioner is 
given here in the (question. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state w’hether the reasons for prosecuting these officers are disclosed in 
the petition? 

ThO Hon'blo Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: May 1 make the point clear? 
In the petition the petitioner alleged facts on the basis of which he claimed 
that the officers were not acting in their official capacity or acted in excess 
of the power w’hich they possessed, and therefore the petitioner thought 
that he had a case for the prosecution of these officers. For that sanction 
of (iovernment is necessary and the whole matter is now before the Govern- 
ment for consideratitm. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: U the Hon’ble Minister aware of the 
fact that the petition was addressed to the Home Department some time in 
the month of November, perhai^s on the 18th November last? 

Thi Hon'bla Mr. A. K. FAZLUiL HUQ: As I have already said, the 
petition was received about two months ago. 
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Mr. M. A, H. ItPAHANI: Will the Hon'ble Chief Minister be pleased 
to assure the House that he will call upon the Law Department to furnish 
the -necessary report without further delay? 

Mr. SPEAKER. That has already been answered. He has said that 
he will ask the Law Officer to expedite the matter, 

Mr. M. A. H. ISPAHANI: I am calling upon him to give that assur- 
ance. 

Mr. SPEAKER; That is a request for action. He has alreaciy assured 
the House and you are asking him to give an a.svsurance to take action on a 
certain matter. Strictly speaking, that is not permissible. 

Mr. M. A. H. ISPAHANI: If 1 may be permitted to say. Sir, the Chief 
Minister said, “If I am called upon to ask the IjBw Officer to expedite the 
matter, I will do so,“ and he took his seat after saying that. Knowing the 
Chief Minister’s promises as 1 do, I am not prepared to accept that as an. 
assurance. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Lspahani, you know that this is question time and 
you have got to put supplementary questions. You cannot request the 
Hon’ble Minister to take action: that will be a request for action. Put 
your question in this way: “Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleaw*d to* 
consider the desirability of liaving an early report from the Law Officer?” 

Mr. M. A. H. ISPAHANI: Thank you very much. T put this question 
to the Hon’ble Minister. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. PAZLUL HUQ: Yes : my answer is in the- 
aflirmative. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY : In view of tbe answer given by the 
Hon'ble Minister that the petitioner wanted the prosecution of the officers 
as he thought that they did not act in their official capacity, will he be 
pleased to state what is the material on which he based such an opinion? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is not a permissible question. 

A.R.P. sholUrt for pritonort in tbo PrMidMioy tiail. 

•114. Mr. tIBNATH BANARJEE: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in. 
charge of the Home Deijartment be pleased to state — 

(O the present number of (1) security and (2) ordinary prisoners in 
the Presidency Jail; and 

iii) the number of (1) covered shelters and (2) slit trenches, if any, 
constructed for these prisoners; and 

(iii) the number of prisoners who can find awomraodation therein? 

(6) If the answer to (a) (ii) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reasons thereof? 

(c) Is it a fact that the prisoners are*Jocked up inside their rooms during 
air raid alerts and bombing? 
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(d) If the answer to (c) is in the affirmative, is the Hou’ble Minister 
considering^ the desirability of taking- steps for keeping open the doors of 
rooms during alerts and air raids? 

(e) Will the Hon’ble Minister Ire pleased to state what other A.B.P. 
measures have been taken in the Presideney Jail tor the safety of the pri- 
soners ? 

{/) Is the Hon ’hie Minister considering the desirability ot transferring 
those prisoners in danger zones as Calcutta, Chittagong, etc., to safer places 
in other parts of the Province where their families kve? 

Th« Hofl’Ue Mr. A.. K. FAZLUL HUQ: ia) (i) (1) 176 and (2) 2,295 

on the Ihth February, 194H. 

(It) (1) Nil. 

(2) There are slit trenches for about 100 ordinary prisoners 

{Hi) As stated in (2) alrove. 

(h) More slit trenches could not 1)0 dug for want of space. 

(c) Yes. 

id) This cannot be {rermitted us it may lead to i)ani<\ disturbance and 
attempts to escajie. 

(e) (’onsti-uction ot baffle walls is being vigorously |mrsued and First- 
Aid boxes and fire-hgiiting appliances have been supjrlied. 

(/) The matter is under consideration. Owing to congestion in all jails 
in the Pr-ovince such transfer will not be jx^ssible until additional acc.<)m- 
modation is secured. 

Mr. KIRON SANKAR ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state if he i.s aw'ure that the construction of baffle walls will make the 
cells more gl(u»m> and stuffy and will prevent light and air from entering 
this cells ? 

Th« Hon’bit Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: It is true that would l>e so, 
but the suggestion was made by some of the prisoners themselves. 

Mr. I. A. CLARK: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to give the 
House some idea as to when the completion of construction of these baffle 
walls is likely to happen? 

Thf Hon*bU Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: We are trying to do our best, 
but want of materials is standing in our way. We are trying to expedite 
construction as early as povssible. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: With reference to answer '^ves” to 
question (r) referring to the prisoners being kept locked up inside their 
rooiaa during air raid alerts and bombing, will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pieaeed to state if it is not possible -without endangering security to permit 
them to come out in their open yards? 
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TN Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: As 1 have said on a previous 
occasion, this is a complaint which should be looked into and I will look 
into this question. 


Mauivi ABU H08AIN 8ARKAR: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state if any steps have been taken as yet to find additional accommoda- 
tion elsewhere in any part of Bengal? 


The Hon’bie Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Accommojlation in all available 
Jbuildings is being considered, and all that I can say is that we are doing our 
best. • 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL. With reference to a similar question a 
few days ago, will the Hon’ble Minister l>e pleased to state what action, if 
any, has been taken on his assurance the other day that in Berhampore 
Special Jail additional accommodation will be souglit ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 confess. I have it in mind, 
but I am sorry I have not been able to make a beginning. However, 1 will 
try to make a beginning us early as possible. 

Mr. 8UREN0RA NATH BI8WA8: AVill the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether Government have considered the desirability of releasing 
an adequate number of ordinary and security prisoners to accommodate the 
remaining security prisoners? 

, Tha Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ. That is a good suggestion 
which might be cosidered. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: In view of the answer given in 
(c) that the prisoners are locked up inside their rooms during air raid alerts 
and bombing, will the Hon’ble Minister be plea.sed to state )jow if would 
be possible for the prisoners to take advantage of the slit trenches provided 
for them? 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: That is a point which is being 
considered. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: With reference to answer (^), viz., 
there are slit trenches for about 100 ordinary prisoners, and also in view of 
the answer in (cj> that the prisoners are locked up insi<le their rooms during 
air raid alerts and bombing, will the Hon'ble Minister be plaaiad tf> state 
for whom these slit trenches have been made? 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: That is what I say. The 
arrangement is not satisfactory, so we are considering the question. 

Civil 8ervice (Executive) appointments under the Home Department. 

*118. Mf. FU8PA1IIT BARMA : (a) Will the Hon’Cle Minister in charge 
of the Home Department be pleased to lay on the Table a statement showing, 
grade by grade, the number of Civil Service (Executive) appointments made 
in the Home Department from 1st April, W37, to 31st March, 1942, from 
the — 

(t) Muslims; 


18 



272 


QUESTIONS. 


[8th Mar., 


(li) Scheduled Castes; and 

iiii) other communities and religions? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether in the appoint- 
ment of Scheduled Caste candidates Communal Ratio Rules have been 
maintained? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: («) A statement is laid on the 
Table. 

ih) Yes. In 1942 only one Scheduled Caste candidate qualified for 
apixiintment. 


StatemerU referred to in clause [a) of starred question No. 115. 
Part A — Direct recruitment. 


B. C. S. B. P. S. B. J. C. S. 

A.- n il -A A 



H. 

M. S. 

MC. 

H. 

M. 

s. 

MC. 

H. 

M. 

S. 

MC 

After March — 










1937 

, , 

Nil 



Nil 




Nil 



1938 

6 

6 1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

12 

10 

2 

1 

1939 

5 

4 0 

0 

1 

2 

0 

0 

26 

26 

2 

1 

1940 

2 

4 1 

0 

1 

2 

0 

0 

15 

17 

2 

2 

1941 

1 

2 0 

0 

1 

2 

0 

0 

5 

13 

2 

1 

1942 

1 

1 1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

9 

9 

0 

0 



Part B — Promotions. 








B. C. S. 


B. P. S. 


B. J. C. S. 




A 




A 



. 




H. 

M. S. 

MC. 

57 ” 

M. 

S. MC. 

r ~ ■■ 
H. 

M. 

S. 

MC. 

After March — 











1937 


Nil 


1 

0 

0 

0 

3 

1 

0 

0 

1938 


Nil 


1 

1 

0 

0 

17 

14 

0 

0 

1939 


Nil 


1 

0 

0 

0 

8 

1 

0 

0 

1940 

.] 6 

6 1 

1 

2 

9 

0 

0 

1 

2 

0 

0 

1941 


Nil 


3 

0 

0 

1 

3 

2 

0 

0 

1942 

!.* 2 

1 0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

3 

2 

0 

0 


Part C. 

Reserved for Scheduled Caste Actually allotted, 
candidates. 

, ^ A 

B. C. S. B. P. S. B.J.C.S. B. C. S. B. P. S. B. J. C.8. 


1940 . . 1 0 

1941 . . 0 0 

1942 . . 1 0 

Abbreviations : — 

B. C. S. 

B. P.S. .. 

B. J. C. S. 

H. 

M. 

S, 

MC. 


2 10 2 
2 0 0 2 
2 10 0 


Bengal Civil Service. 

Bengal Police Service. 
Bengal Junior Civil Service. 
Caste Hindu. 

Muslim. 

Scheduled Caste. 

Minority Communities. 
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Mr. RA8IK LAL BISWAS: In reply {h) the Hon'hle the Chief Minister 
has stated that in 1942 only one Scheduled Caste candidate qualified for 
appointment, but we see in the statement that no Scheduled (Vste candidate 
was appointed in that year in the Bengal Police Service or in the Bengal 
Junior Civil Service. Now, w'ill the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to explain 
how in these appointments the (Vnninunal Batio Rules have been main- 
tained ? 

* The Hon'ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ : Un)iu the statement ' that I 
have made it is clear that communal ratio has not been mainUuned in the 
case of Scheduled Caste appointments. This is due to the fact timt the 
appointing authorities report that suitable camlidates are n(>t available. 
AVhether that is justified or not is a different matter, but it is true that the 
rules could not be complied with. 

Mr. PUSPAillT BARM A: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state 
what is the recjuisite (|ualification of a candidate for the Reiigal Police and 
the Bengal Junior Civil Services)^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 'here are comi)endious rules — 
big volumes containing these rules — which 1 cannot reproduce from memory. 

Babu MADHU8UDAN SARKAR: With reference to answer {h), will 
the Hoii'lde Minister be pleased to state whether the lo per cent, ratio 
for the Scheduled Castes has been maintained or some other communal 
ratio rules have been invented b\ the appointing authorities for the appoint- 
ment of Scheduled Castes y 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The same rules uppl.\ . 

Babu MADHUSUDAN SARKAR: If the lo per cent, ratio rules are 
maintained in the matter of appointment of Scheduleil Castes, will the 
Hon'ble Minister be pleased t(» exjilaiu how and where those rules were 
maintained in the matter of appointments in 1938, 1939, 1940 and 1941 Y 

Mr. SPEAKER: He has already said that the rules could not be com- 
plied with on account of there not being suitable candidates. Therefore 
this question does not arise. 

Mr. PUSPAJIT BARMA: Will the HorCble Minister be pleased to state 
whether there are iny separate quotas for Caste Hindus and for the minority 
communities ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: As the honourable member is 
aware. '>() per cent, is reserved for Muslims and of the remaining oO, Id 
per cent, is reserved for Scheduled Castes. That is in the recruitment 
rules. The remaining 3d per cent includes ('aste •Hindus and other 
minority communities. 

Mr. PRAMATHA RAN4AN THAKUR: From the statement made in 
Part C by the Hon’ble Minister it appears thlit no reservation has been made 
for the Scheduled Castes; wdll the Hofj’ble Minister be pleased to state 
why no reservation has been made in the Bengal Police Service for the 

Scheduled Castes? Are they physically unfit? 

. • 
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ThR Hofi’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The Communal Ratio Rules 
apply to all appointments made by Government and also, on application, to 
other appointments. 

fiabu PREMHARI BARMA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether he will take necessary steps for compliance with the Service 
Ratio Rules? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is a request for action. 

Mr. RASIK LAL BISWAS. The Hon'ble Minister has said in his state- 
ment that only one qualified candidate was available. Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what do Government mean by “qualification”? 
Is it qualification advertised for or something else? 

The Hon'ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: It is not the Government but 
the Public Service ('ommission, or the selecting authority who understand 
qualification as advertised when asking for a))plications. 

Babu MAOHUSUDAN SARKAR; With reference to 1IJ42, will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state how many candidates from the 
Scheduled Castes appeared in the examination ? 

Th« Hpn’bto Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I cannot say offhand. 

Mr. PRAMATHA RANJAN THAKUR: In Part C of the answer the 
Hon’ble Minister lias been pleased to state that in under Bengal Civil 
Service only one candidate was appointed ami under Bengal Judicial Civil 
Service, although two posts were reserved for Scheduled ('aste candidates, 
no candidate from that community was appointed. AVill the Hon ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether any provision has been made to fill 
these two posts in future by Scheduled Caste candidates? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, 1 wish to make a short 
statement to make the position clear for it will satisfy my honourable 
friends who are trying to obtain information on the point. In the case of 
recruitment through examinations certain rules have been laid down which 
try to see whether a candidate has qualified iiimself or not by passing such 
examinations. In the competitive examination for the Bengal Civil Service 
il is laid down that a certain minimum number for pass is required to qualih 
a candidate fur appointment. If it so happens that no member of the 
Scheduled Castes passes or is able to secure the minimum number that is 
laid down, it can be held that no Scheduled Caste member has qualified 
himself to be appointed. May I point out also that when the communal 
ratio rules were fira,^ promulgated there was a clause in the case of Scheduled 
Castes that if suitable candidates belonging to that community be not 
available the quota will go to the other community. The Scheduled Castes 
community took exception to that reservation and Government have reviewed 
the position so that the Sche<lu1ed Castes are at a par with the other com- 
munities for appointment to the extent of 15 per cent. If it so happens 
that ill the case of competitive examinations Scheduled Caste candidates 
now fail to secure the qualifying marks attempts are made to give the 
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community something like a compensation by giving them appointments in 
other spheres. I can assure you, Sir, that steps are being taken by the 
Special Officer for ( ommunal Katio Rules who lias been given special 
instructions to look to the interests of the Scheduled ( astes and minority 
communities. Whether the Scheduled Castes and the minority communities 
get the appointments to which they think they are entitled is a different 
matter altogether. I realise and I regret that the statement 1 have read 
•out to the House is somewhat disappointing. The only remedy is for my 
friends to co-operate with us (Laughter from the Opposition benches.) 
and see that there is no breach of the rules, that the rules are strictly 
observed, that attempts are made to raise the level of efficiency of the can- 
didates who come forward for competitive examinations and by a combina- 
tion of all these efforts help the Scheduled Caste community to get their 
due share in the public service. The statement I have read out to the 
House will be helpful from that point of view. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The next (luestion. 

(At this stage several members rose in tlieir seats to ])ut further sup]>le- 
mentary iiuestions.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. I have culled on the next. 

Extemmetit order on the Socrotary, RaniganJ Muslim Loagiio. 

^116. Mr. ABUL HASHIM: {a) Is the Hou’ble Minister in charge 
♦he Home Department aware of the fact that the Secretary of the Uaniganj 
Muslim League is under tuder.s of exterumeiit from the Asansol sulnli vision 
in Hurd wan district? 

(/>) If the answer to (a) is in the affinnative, will the llon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state sjiec ificully the charges against him? 

(c) Will the HonTde Minister be pleased to state whether he is contem- 
plating to withdraw the order? 

(d) If the answer to (c) is in the negative, will the Hoiride Minister he 
]deased to state — 

(i) the reasons thereof; and 

(ii) whether he is con.sidering the desirability of granting an allowance 

for the maintenance of his family? 

The HOffi’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 do not know who is the gentle- 
man referred to; if the honourable meinl>er will furnish sufficient details 
I will make enquiries. 

Mauivi ABUL HASHIM: In view oi the Hon’ble Minister’s answer, 
namely, “I do not know who is the gentleman referred ^to,” will the Hon’hle 
Minister be plea.sed to state whether the name of the gentleman referred to 
in the question must necessarily he known t(» the Hoirhle Minister? 

The^ Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL ljUQ: I must say that the name 
“Secretary of the Raniganj Muslim League” is not sufficient to ascertain 
who the person is. But if proper details are given I shall enquire info ih^ 
matter again. 
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Maitivi ABUL HAtHIM: In view of the fact that the name of the 
district, subdivision and the town is given, does the Hon’ble Minister 
consider it inadequate to identify the Secretary of the Raniganj Muslim 
League ? 

Mr. SPEAKER; That is a matter of opinion. I disallow the question. 

Mailivi ABUL HASHIM: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that there is 
a Muslim League in Bengal? 

Mr. SPEAKER; Order, order. You all know that there is a Muslim 
League in Bengal : everybody knows that and therefore that question does 
not arise. 

Mauivi ABUL HASHIM; Sir, in the question it is clearly given that 
the Secretary of the Muslim League 

Mr. SPEAKER: No argument is necessary. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Can the question be put in thi.s way, 
Sir? What other particulars does he want It) ascertain who is the Secretary 
of the Raniganj Muslim League in the Asansol su))division of Burdwau 
district ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Well, Khan Bahadur Mohainined Ali, 1 have seen tlie 
question : it is said that the Secretary of the Raniganj Muslim League is 
under orders of externment from the Asansol subdivision of the Burdwau 
district. If the Hon’ble Minister thinks that it was too vague a (luestion 
and that his odicers could not ascertain the facts, I am hel])less in the 
matter. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: What other particulars does ne 
want ? 

Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, we do not want to comj)el the Hon'ble 
Minister to answer the question properly. But if the Hon'ble Minister says 
that it is impossible to find out who the Secretary of the Raniganj Muslim 
League is, it may similarly be said when addressing a letter to the Chief 
Minister of Bengal that it is impossible to ascertain as to who that person 
is. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ • If iny friend presses me for a 
reply, I will make the position clear. On one occasion a certain gentleman 
styling himself as Secretary of a certain C'ommittee sent a rather objection- 
able application. Oiy enquiry it was found later on that the Secretary and 
the President had been changed within a fortnight so that the previous 
Secretary might not be caught under the law. In such a case it is impossible 
to say who was the Secretary and for what period. 

Mr. BPIAKER: Order, order. J do not think this story was neces- 
sary. It would have been quite en6ugh to explain that it was found diffi- 
cult to ascertain the matter. That was enough. 
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Maulvi ABUL HASHIMs Will the Hon' hie MiniHter he pleased to state 
whether he made un attempt to ascertain who the gentleman wasF 

The Hon’bla Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: An enquiry was made, but no 
name could be ascertained. If the name is given 1 am prepared to make 
enquiries. 

Maulvi AHMED ALI MRIOHA: Was the person placed under exteru- 
,ment a Muslim gentleman? 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ. I do not know. I want notice. 
Datmase allowanoaa to tha amployaaa imilar Covammant 

M17. Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Finance Department aware of the abnormal rise of the prices 
of all the commodities and foodstuffs? 

• (h) If so, is the Government contemplating further increase in the dear- 
ness allowances to the employees under them drawing salary up to the limit 
of Rs.dOO per month? 

(c) If the answer to (h) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble Minister 
l>e pleased to state the rate of such increase in the allowance? 

MINISTER in charge of the FINANCE DEPARTMENT (tho Hon’blo 
Mr. A. K. Faziul Huq): (^ 7 ) Tes. 

* (h) and (c) The honourable meml)er will find details of the latest orders in 
the foreword to the “Red Hook” for 194*‘V44. Tt is not possible to say what 
sii])plementary allowances may l)e ne<es.sary in the future but it is most 
unlikely that the upi>er pay limit of the higher allow’ame will be raised. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the Hon'ble Minister be ])leased 
to state if it is a fact that hail the Government tackled the foial (juestion 
satisfactorily the question of pa>ing dearness allowance to Government 
servants would not have arisen? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is a matter ol oj)inion and does not arise*. 

Distress in the cyclone-affected areas of Midnapore. 

*118. Mr. HARENDRA NATH DOLUl: (ot Is the Hon ble Minister in 
charge of the Revenue Department aware — 

(/) that the recent cyclone and tidal bore have destroyed a greater 
portion of autumnal crops in the district of Midnapore; and 

(it) that acute economic distress is apprehended in that area? 

(6) If the answer 40 (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state what action he proposes to take in ^ the matter? 

MINISTER in charge of tho REVENUE DEPARTMENT (tho Hon’bla 
Mr. Pramtha Nath Banorjoo); (a) Yes. 

(h) The following relief has been giveq up to 20th February, 1943: — 

(t) Gratuitous relief — 

(1) in cash Rs. 13,71,950; 

(2) in foodstuff, cloths, blankets, etc. — valued at Bs. 144 lakhs. 
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Further sums will be sanctioned as required. 

Several non-official organisations are also gi^ung gratuitous relief in qash 
and kind. 

{ti) Agricultural loans — Rs. 66, 00, 000 is being distributed for the follow- 
ing purposes; — 

(1) house building, 

(2) maintenance, 

(3) purchase of noiilch and draught cattle, and 

(4) purely agricultural purposes. 

(Hi) Rehabilitation of small trades and business — ^Ils.2, 00,000. 

(iv) Test Relief — Rs. 4, 05, 000. 

Further sums will be sanctioned when necessary. 

(r) Milk canteens have l>een smarted to distribute milk among infants, 
invalids and expectant mothers at the rate of over 2,000 lbs. of powdered 
milk per week. 

(vi) The restriction on the manufacture of salt by local people for export 
has been relaxed and Government have made arrangements for purchase of 
salt from the local producers. 

(rii) A scheme for assisting local weavers by repairing the old looms and 
supplying new looms and In making regular advances of the yarn required 
by them is under examination. 

(riu) Steps are l)eing taken to collect paddy seeds for supply to tte 
cultivators. 

(t.r) The (luestion of suspension and remission of land revenue and cesses 
in respect of all classes of estates affected, is under consideration. Mean- 
while the Ccdlector has been instructed not to adopt any coercive measure 
for the n'alisation f)f jmblic dues. 

(.r) Government have decided to advance the salaries of dafadars and 
chaukidars of the worst affected areas for two quarters of the current Bengali 
year pending final decision on the (|ue8tion of total or partial remission of 
union rates in’tho.sc areas. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: With reference to answer {n), w'ill 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state at what rate Government have made 
arrangementN for purchase of salt from h»cal producers and at what rate 
Government are selling? 

The Hon'ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: I want notice. So 
far as 1 remember, it is Rs. 2. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to the whole answer, 
will the Hon’ble Minister be plea.sed to state if the policy of relief during 
day and raid during night has been abandoned or stopped ? 

The,Hon'ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: It is an excellent 
slogan, but it does not arise ou^^ of the question nor out of the answer. 

Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: It is not for the Hon’ble Minister con- 
cerned to say whether a question arises or not. There is the Speaker, and 
I do not want the Speaker’s function to be taken up by the Minister. 
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TIN Hoil'bto Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: That is what 1 am 

submitting to the Hon’ble Speaker. 

Mr* SPEAKER: AVhat is your questioul^ 

Dr* NALINAK8HA SANYAI,* We haTu a lonp catalogue of the relief 
given for which we are grateful. My question is whether the relief that 
has been mentioned is not being neutralised by relief during day and raid 
.during night. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is a matter of opinion. 

Dr* NALINAKSHA SANYAL: I have asked on a question of fact. 

Mr* SPEAKER: You have used the word “neutralised”. That is a 
matter of opinion. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: With reference to the relief measures in 
the cyclone-affected areas, will the Hon’ble Minister ))e pleased to state 
whether (iovernmeut is still pursuing or allowing the policy of relief during 
day and raid during night to be pursued’? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Dr Sanval, your object is gained by putting that 
question. (Laughter.) The question so fai as raid is concerned does not 
arise out of this question. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: My .submijfsio?} is that if 1 get this 
reply, I could have followed it up by a catalogue of the raids during night 
even now pursued. 

Mr. SPEAKER: rnfortunat(d> you cannot get that. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: With reference to answer 
— Several non-official organisations are also giving gratuitous relief in cash 
and kind — how man.\ are they in number ami U]) to what time it is e.xpected 
that they will function? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: TIure are two 
questions, Sir. Let the question be split up. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: Will the llon’ble Mini.ster be pleased 
to state how many non-official organisations are functioning in that area? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: About LM. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if (rovernment have any information as to how long they will be 
permitted to function in those areas? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: As long as lelief 
is necessary. 

Srijut MANINDRA BHUSAN SINCHA: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to tell us whether there is stift unconscionable delay in distribution 
of gratuitous relief? 
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Th$ Hon'ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH NANf MEE: So far as my infor- 
mation answer is in the negative. 


Srijut MANINDRA BHU8AN EINCHA: Is it a fact that potatoes were 
sent there and when they were distributed they got rotten? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: It is not possible 
to give an answer to a vague and general allegation like this. 

Srijut NARENDRA MATH DAS CUPTA: Are the Government aware 
that weavers of the cyclone-affected areas made repeated petitions for help 
from the Government by way of supply of yams and repair of old looms ? 

Tbo Hon'blo Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: I did not receive 
any such petition, but. as I stated in an.swer in paragraph (rii), a scheme 
for assisting local weavers is under examination. I may state that a certain 
sum of money has also been allotted for the purpose. 

Srijut NARENDRA NATH DAS CUPTA; Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge plea.se look into the file to ascertain whether petitions have been 
received or not, as letters were addressed to the Minister by registered post 
and copies were supplied to me? 

Mr. SPEAKER; That is a request for action. 

Srijut NARENDRA NATH DAS CUPTA; Will the Hmi hie Minister 
please let the House know whether the salaries of Hiiiihi coastal guards 
have been suspended for many months f 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE; I have no infor- 
mation. This does not relate to this ilepartment. 

Babu NACENDRA MATH SEN; With reference to answer (rl, will the 
Hon’ble Minister he please.l to state how man.c milk canteens have been 
started and iti what urea and whether the distrihution is tree or not? 

Mr. SPEAKER: There are three ciuestions, 


Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN; No, Sir, one i|uestion— how many, m 
what area and whether the distrihution is free or not. 

Tho Hon’blo Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: The distril.ution 
is free, hut the question as to how many and in what area I will not be al.le 
to answer tonight. 


Mr. JOCE8H CHANDRA CUPTA; With reference to answer (nr), 
will the Hon’ble Miijister please let us know how much money is contem- 
plated to be given for repairing of looms and how much for a van e 


Th# HM’bIt Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE; The 

not available to me just now bemuse it relates to “lakt oi 

culture UBd Industries, but speaking from memory I think one lak 
rupees has been allotted for the purpose; it may be more. 
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Dr. GOBIMDA GHAMDRA IHAWMIK: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether food-j^rain shops will be opened at the earliest 
possible time for distribution of rice and paddy in the flood-affected areas 
where people are going without food? 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: The question was 
with reference to relief and my honourable friend is now putting a question 
about the general position. 

Srijut NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to let us know if Government are ready to open shops to sell 
paddy and rice in the affected areas at controlled rates 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: That is a question 
which does not relate to starred question No. 118 as put t(» me. 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is a sort of relief. That is why the question was 
asked. 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: If it is a question 
of relief, then the (|uestion of opening shops for supply of foodstuffs at 
controlled rate'' doe?' not arise, luit I can only visualise that the people in 
the affected areas require special consideration. 1 shall certainl\ consider 
the desirability of dealing with this suggestion of my honourable Irieml. 

(llabu Ashutosii Lahiri rose to put a supplementary question.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. bahiri, 1 h ave gi\en indulgence in this matter, 
but you should also iememl>er that one hour's time is allowed lor (questions. 
We intended to deal with the held over questions to be answ(‘red b,\ the 
Hon’ble Nawal) Bahadur, but we have not yet reached them. There are also 
some short-notice (juestion'' relating to Mr. Sarat ( handiu Bose. That is 
whv I was anxious to disjiose ot as many questions as p(»ssible, but this is 
also a ^ery imjiortant matter. So \ou can put a question il \ou like, but 
after that 1 shall try to ru>h through the (luestimis, if jMissible. 

Babu A8HUT08H LAHIRI: Will the Hon'ble Minister he i)h‘ased to 
state it any milch and draught cows have been purchased u]j till now with 
Government money, and if so, how man\ 'i 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: 1 cannot give the 
figure tonight, but I shall supply the figure to my honourable triend later. 

Test relief work in the Naogaon subdivision of Rajshahi district. 

♦118. Mauivi MANIRUDDIN AKHAND: («; Is the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Revenue Department aware of distress prevailing in the 
Naog^on subdivision of the Rajshahi district for failure of j>addy crops lx)th 
am and aman? 

(b) Is it a fact — 

(i) that the Subdivisional Officer, Naoj^aon, has reported the matter to 
Government; and 

(n) that the District Officer has recommended for opening test relief 
works? 
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(c) If the answer to (b) (it) ig in the affirmative, is the Hon’ble Minister 
considering the desirability of starting test relief work immediately*' 

The Hon’tHe Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: (a) and (b) Yes. 

(c) Yes. The amount asked for by the local officers for starting test 
works has already been sanctioned. 

Khan Sahib Mautvi MAFIZUDOIN AHMED: WiU the Hon ble Minister 

be pleased to state what amount of money has been sanctioned for test relief 
work ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: For the present 
Ks. 5,000. 


Release of Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose on parole. 

•119A (Short Notice). Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: (a) Is the 

ilon’ble Minister in charge of the Home Department aware of the fact — 

(t) that the father-in-law of Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose, m.l.a., is no 
more; and 

(it) that Mr. Bose wired to the Home Member of the Government of 
India to be released on jtarole to attend the Sra<Ih ceremony to 
be held on the 5th March, 1943? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, is the Hon’ble Minister 
considering tlie desirability of requesting the Government of India to 
release Mr. Bose on parole so that he can attend the ceremony? 

The Hon'Wa Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) 1 have no information, but 
have been told so. 

(6) Does not arise, but Government cannot intervene. 

UNSTARRED QUESTION 

(answer to which was laid on the table) 

Enquiry into the KishoreganJ nring. 

S5. Mauivi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: (a) Will the Hon’ble, Minister in 
charge of the ITome( Department be pleased to state whether the Chief 
Secretary directed the Commissioner, Dacca Division, to proceed to Kishore- 
ganj at once and to enquire into the firing incident there? 

(b) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) when the Commissioner, Dacca Division, arrived at Kishoreganj ; 
and 

(ti) whether any enquiry was made into the firing? 

(c) If the answer to (b) (ii) is in* the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reason thereof ? 
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TIni Hon’M# Mr* A« Ka FAZLUL HUQS The Coinmisflioner was asked to 

yiait Kishoreganj which he did on the 27th Uotobcr. An eu<iuiry under 
P.E.B. rule 778 (II) was held by the District Magistrate. 

KhMl Sthib HAMIOUDDIN AHMAD: With reference to the answer 
that an enquiry under P.R.B. rule 778(11) was held by the District 
Magistrate, is the Hon’ble Minister aware that the District Magistrate him- 
self was responsible for issuing a licence contrary to the advice of the 
’Subdivisional Officer and also against the fact that the Subdivisionul Officer 
refused to give permission for the licence!'^ 

TN Hofi’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Several (juestions have been 
joined together. The answer is that the Subdivisionul Officer refused to 
grant licence. The previous decision was that licence would b»‘ granted. 
The matter was referred to the District Magistrate and he gave certain 
directions. 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Is the 11 on'bh‘ Minister aware 
that in spite of the convention that the licensee could not get a lii'ence to 
pass with music before mosque and the Subdivisionul Officer wired to the 
District Magistrate, the District Magistrate grunted a licence P 

(At this stage Mr. S{)eaker announced that the question time was over 
and no answer was given to the above (question.) 

Food situation. 

Dr. NALiNAKbHA 8ANYAL: May 1 humbly submit, Sir, that 1 
sought to raise an imjiortaiit issue to<lay throuirh an adjournment imdion 
on the situation creat^l in Calcutta owing to the high rise in the prices of 
foodstuffs, particularly riceP I am not raising any objection to your 
having refused consent. But 1 submit, Sir, that this mutter is very 
important. May we have from the Hon’ble niief Minister any statement 
on the jwsition or any indication as to when at the curliest possible time 
we may have an opportunity ot discussing this important (luestion of tood 
prices, particularly of rice in Calcutta, which have soared up to Us. 22-8 
today for fine riee. 

Mr. K. 8HAHABUDDIN; In this connection, may I point out that 
this is the fourth or fifth day that Government have put off 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. No question of putting oft arises. 

Th« Hon’bto Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, all jiarties are agreed 
that the position should be discussed as early as possible, ami T am 
to understand that on the lOth in the afternoon — the election is in the 
morning — from 4 o’clock onwards the Assembly may discuhs tlo' food (pies- 
tion. If there is no objection, we may agree to take up the question in the 
afternoon of the 10th at 4 p.ni. ^ 

Dr. NALIMAKSHA SANYAL: What about tomorrow? 
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Th* Hon’bl* Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: As regards tomorrow, there 
is a strong feeling on this side of the House against it. 

Mr. K. 8HAHABUOOIN: Sir, as far as we are concerned, we want 
to record a very strong protest against this proposal. This is the fourth 
time when the Government have failed to keep their promise and changed 
the date of this debate from one day to another. In this connection, Sir, 
I also want to point out to you that this debate is very important as a very 
serious situation has arisen in the country and a very large number of 
people are affected. Our definite information based on very reliable report 
even of high Government officers is that a very large number of people 
are starving; they are not getting two meals even every alternate day and 
the prices have gone up very much. AVe want, Sir, that this discussion 
should be brought to a close and the House should know what steps Govern- 
ment propose to take in the matter. Unfonunately, Sir, on this pretext 
or on the other this debate is lieing postponed and we are helpless. We 
want to record our strong protest. 

In this connection, I would like to point out another thing. Direct 
(dection will come up on the 18th, and a v(‘ry large number of members 
of the House and voters in the different districts would like to take part in 
it. If the House sits on tliat date, they will l>e prevented from exercising 
a very valuable right. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, so far as the latter part is con- 
cerned, I submit that the budget discussion *and voting on demands will 
commeme fiom the 11th onwards when the cut motions will he taken up 
under the (b)vernor’s rules. It will he extremely difficult for us at least 
to accept the suggestion of the AVhip of the Muslim League IhiHy and have 
any day out of the budget debates a holiday or any day given over just 
because certain members do not find it convenient. AVe also want to 
associate ourselves with the protest lodged by Mr. Shahabuddin regarding 
the postponement of the food debate tomorrow. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I have practically allowed speeches on the question 
about fixation of a date. The other day also a long time was taken over 
this question. I fully realise the anxiety on the part of the Opposition 
to get the food (juestion discu.ssed and a decision arrived at as early as 
])ossible. As far as I could ascertaiu, the Hon’ble Chief Minister also was 
willing and, in fact, he made a statement Wfore the House that it might 
be discussed on the 9tli. A"on all know that. The members of the 
Ministerial Party are also willing to see that this matter is discussed early. 
The difference, as it now appears, is only a question not even of 24 hours 
but ]>erhaps even lesa than that. So, if you can come to an agreement on 
this poiiH, you may have it fixed, as suggested by the Hoii'ble Chief 
Aliuister, at 4 p.m. on the lOih, because it is not jiossible to have it earlier 
than that, lOth having been fixecj for indirect election to the Fpper House. 
N(»w’, as to the 9th, there is strong opposition from the Ministerial Party. 
The reason, of course, is best known to them, but as far as I can see, so far 
as arrangement of business is concerned, it is in the hands of the Governor 
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and that means, as you all know, of Government. If the Hon’ble Chief 
Minister says that he wanta that this should l>e fixed at 4 p.m. on the 10th, 
I absolutely helpless in this affair. Therefore, I would suggest that 
the suggestion of the llon’ble Chief Minister may he accepted by you all 
and by an agreement 4 p.in, on the 10th may be fixed for this discussion. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, 4 p.m. is liot po.ssible because 
election goes on till 4 p.m. 

• Mr. 8PEAKER: I am sorry, it cannot be 4 p.m. It should be 
4-dU i>.m. 1 would iiAsk Sir Xazimuddin to consider thi.s aspect of llie 

matter. It he agrees to this timing, 1 hope the llon'ble Chief Minister 
will give an assurance t<» the effect that he will nut shift this date any 
more. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, if we begin at 4-dO. how long 
will we sit F Sliall we get full, solid three hours for discussion and con- 
clude* the debate? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I understand Government will have no objection t/O 
having three hours for discussion. You may have three hours if yon so 
like. So, I would ask the Leader of the Opposition to consid«‘r this aHja‘ct 
of the matter and tell me whether he* agrees to this arrangement. 

Mr. K. 8HAHABUDDIN: Sir, as ycni have just pointed out, fixation 
oi business of the Hou-^e is entirely in the liauds of Government. Ah 
regards 9th, ue have recorded our protest and we have nothing further 
to say as regards 4 -It) ]).m. on the 10th. 

Mr. 8YED HA8AN ALI CHOWDHURY: Sir, does he assign more 
imjjortance to the jirotest than to the discussion? 

Mr. PU8PAtllT BARMA: It is not a cpiestion of piotest. Ko far as 
I know’, it is the privilege of the lieader cd' the House to fix or arrange 
dates for business of the House. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Not as Lender of the House. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I am in an unfortunate position. You all know I 
have been in office only for a short period. There have lK*en previous dis- 
cussions on this motion and, as yem all perhajis know, I have oft<*n taken 
French leave from this House. I was not present during discussion on 
those da\s, and I do not actually know what hapiiened during those days. 
It is only when the di.scussion was taken up on the last occasiem that I 
wantctl to ascertain the facts. H(»w'ever, as the matter now’ stands, it is 
entirely tor Government to fix the date, and I understand Government and 
their party also are extremely anxious to have this debated upon and a 
(leci'^ion arrived at as quickly a> po.ssible. Therefore, 1 think. Government 
has fixed the time at 4-dO p.m. on the 10th. That finishes that matter. 

Application for leavo pf absonco. 

Khan Bahaiiur MOHAMMED ALIl Sir, I beg to move that this 
Assembly do permit Al-Hadj Maulvi Masud Ali Khan Panni, representing 
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Tangail South Constituency, to be absent for the period from the Ist April, 
1942, till the end of the present session for which he finds he is unable 
to attend meetings of tbe Assembly. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

GOVERNMENT BILL. 

The Bsngtl Finance Bill, 1M3. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think the discussion on the circulation motion was 
finished the other day. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Sir, the Hon'ble Chief Minister did 
not reply. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: To minimise time, Sir, I may 
tell the House that so far as the motion for circulation is concerned, I have 
to ojjpose it, but considering all fact# and circumstances, specially the fact 
that there is in the House some very strong opinion regarding certain 
clauses of the Bill, I am prepared ta accept the suggestion of a Select Com- 
mittee. I oppose the motion for circulation. 

The motion of Mauivi Muhammad Israil that the Bengal Finance Bill, 
194d, be circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon by the 15th 
March, 194d, was then put and lost. 

(The House was then adjourned for 15 minutes.) 

( A fUr adjournment, ) 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Yousuf Mirza. 

Mr. YOUSUF MIRZA: 1 beg to move by way of amendment that the 
Bengal Finance Bill, 194d, be referred to a Select Committee consisting 
of 

MtiHvi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: Sir, I have got a similar motion of 
my own which should have prectnlence over the present motion. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I understand that by agreement a motion is to be 
moved by the Whip of the Ministerial Party for reference to Select Com- 
mittee, fixing the 16th March, 1943, for submission of report. That is 
why I called upon Mr. Yousuf Mirza, the Whip of the Ministerial Party, 
to move his motion. 

Mr. YOUSUF MIRMf I beg to move by way of amendment that the 
Bengal Finance Bill, 1943, be referred to a Select Committee consisting 
of — 

(1) 4he ITon’ble Minister in charge of the Finance Department, 

(2) Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy, 

(3) Mauivi Muhammad Israil, , 
j Mr. Abdul Karim, 
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(5) Mr. Ab(lulla-Ai Mahmood, 

(6) Mr. D. N. Sen, 

(7) Dr. Syamapriksad Mocker jee, 

(8) Babn Syama Prosad Barman, 

(9) Mr. Amrita Lai Mandal, 

(10) Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas, 

(11) Rai llarendra Nath Chaudhnri, 

(12) Mr. Shamsiuldin Ahmed Khondkar, 

(13) Mr. Syed llasan Ali Chowdhury, 

(14) Mr. D. Gladding, (M.e., 

(15) Manlvi Muhammad Ishaque, 

(1^) Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal, and 
(17) Mr. I. D. Jalaa, 

with instructions to submit .their report by the X6th March, 1943, and that 
the numlH^r of. members forming the quorum be fixed at seven. 

Mr. 8HAMSUODIN AHMED KHONDKAR: As my Scheduled Caste 
friends want to have one more member from thefr party so I beg to move 
that in place of Mr. Shamsuddin Ahmed Khondkar the name of Mr. Banku 
Behari Mandal be substituted. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

• The motion of Mr, Yousuf Mirza as amemled, viz., that the Bengal 
Finance Bill, 1943, be referred to a Select Committee consisting of — 

(1) The Hon’ble Mi^ister-in-charge of the Finance Department, 

(2) Mr. H. S, Suhrawardy, 

(3) Maulvi Md. Israil, 

(4) Mr. Abdul Karim, 

(5) Mr. Abdulla-Al Mahmood, 

(6) Mr. D. N. Sen, 

(7) Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee, 

(8) BabU Syama Prasad Barman, 

(9) Mr. Amrita Lai Mandal, 

(10) Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas, 

(11) R^ii Harendra Nath Chaudhuri, 

(12) Mr. Banku Behari Mondal, 

(13) Mr. Syed Hasan Ali Chowdhury, 

(14) Mr. D. Gladding, c.i.e., 

(15) Maulvi Muhammad Ishaque, 

(IG) Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal, and 
(17) Mr. I. D. Jalan, 

with instructions to submit their report by the 16th Mirch, I!943, and that 
the number of members forming the quorum be fixed mt sevefi, was then put 
and agreed to. • 

AcHounimiiit 

The House was then adjourned at 6-30 p.m, till 4-30^ p.m. on Wedneaday, 
the 10th March, 1943, at the Assembly House. Calcutta. 
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Qf Scheduled Cafites in service accord- 
ing to Communal Ratio Rules (Q i 
p. 167. 

Under the Home 1)epartment Civil 
Service (Executive): (Q ) p. 271 

ArrMt 

Of Mr.’ Dcbi Prosad Bhaduri: ''(Q.) 

pp. 

Aula tan t Enginfers 

Appointnu'iit of—in 4he Cominumca- 

^ tiofts and "Works <(Departmeut. (Q.) * 
p. 227. “ 

Aulad Heitain Khan, Khan iahadur 

Maulvi 

Financial help to the families of 
Bengalis detained in enemy-occupied 
territory: (Q ) p. 262. 

A.R.P. thclttri 

For prisoners in the Presidency Jail- 
(Q.) p. 269. ^ 

Banerjee, tha Hon’bfa Mr. PfAmatha 

Nath 

Demand for Grant — “27 — Administra- 
tion of Justice”; pp. 74, 75, 76, 77, 
78-81, 82. 4 

Demand for Grant— “54— Famine” 

pp. 127, 131-134. 

Demand for Grant-»^“13— Other taxes 
and duties”- p. 127. 

Distress in the cyclone-affected areas 
of Midnapore: (Q.) p. 277^* 

Holiday for “Akberi Chahar Shambha” \ 
festival, pp. 72-73. 

Payment of compensation to jssople 
affeclbd by Gari| Flracuaiion Scheme: ’ 
(Q>pp. 44-45. ", 

Relief to agriculturifts of the Rajshahi 
district^; (Q.) 151. 

Remission of rents ia the cyclone- 
affectid pagts of hlidnajidre: p. f2. 

Taat relief work in th^ N.-iogaon Boh- 
diViaion of Rajshaniis^District: (Q.) ^ 
P. S|2. 


BMiarfAa^ Mr. SIbnath 

A.R.P. shelters for prisoners in the 
Presidency Jail: (Q.) p. 269. 

tianarji, HTr. >. 

Bengal Finance Bill, 1943 pp. 210- 
212 . 

Special motion regarding supjily and 
di'stributioh of foodstuffs, coal, 
kerosine oil and cloth* pp 24-27. 

Barma, Mr. Putpallt 

A’^plication of Communal Ratio Rules 
in iervices under G(jvcrnment 

(Q.) p. 10«. 

Appointment of Scheduled Castes in 
service according to Communal 
Ratio Rules (Q.) p. 167. 

Civil Service (Executive* appoint- 

mebts under the itome Di'partment 
<Q-)^?-271.* 

Barman, tha Hon’bla Mr. Upindm Nath 

* ^Demand for Orient— “ 10 -Forpsi'’ 

^p. life. 

Demand for Grant — “8 -Provincial 

Excise”' lip. 138, 139. 

Demand for Grant— “5— Salt" 

p. 135, 136-138. 


Baau, tha Hon’ble Mr. Santosh Kumar 

ftengal Vagrancy Bill, 194.3 pp liTi- 


for Grant- -“6.1 — Extra- 

ordinary charges in fndia’’- pp. 114, 
118-122. 

Demand for Grant— ^'‘.3S -Medical" 
p. 95. 

Employment of women inoculaiors m 
Bengal. (Q.) pp. 112-11,3. 

' Gnevan^bs of Medical Licenciate.s 
(Q ) pp-, 43-44. 

ftecommendktfSns of State ^fedical 
Faculty of Bingal. (Q i p. 220. 


16fl- 

l^emand 


Sabeduled Caste member m the Selec- 
tion Odittimittee of Chittagong Medi- 
cal School. (Q.) p. 227 

BMldtin, Mr. Debt Frotad 

Arrest of — : (Q.) pp. 113-114. 

BhawmiK, Dr. Bobinda Chandra 

Demand for Grant — “54— Famine”; 

pp. 130-131. 


BlRCa^ 

Dtngal Finance — , 194,3; pp. 199-212, 
^286. 

Bengal (Rural) Primary Education 
(Amendment)—, 1942- pp. 196-198. 
Bengal Vagrancy — , 194.3 pp. 165- 

166 . 



Vol. LXIV,— No. 2.] 




iii 


BilKO— ConcM. 

Calcutta and Suburban Police 
fAmendment') — , 1941, pat»bed by 
^tbe Bengal Legislative Council- 
*pp. 159-163. 

Calcutta and Suburban Polina (Amend- 
ment)—. 1942. pp. 163-166. 

Biswai, Mr. Surandra Nath 

Demand for Grant — ‘*40 — Agricul- 
ture”. pp. 99-l(X). 

Cash transaction 

Method of — at the Khulna Treasury 
tg 1 pj). 4-5. 

Chaudhpri, Ral Harandra Nath 

Demand for Grant — ‘‘40 — Agnciil- 
ture"; pp. 98-99. 

Detnaiul tor Grant “2H — .Tads and 
C'on\i<-ts Settlements” p 86. 

Non-efrutal resolution- pp. 241-244 

Chittagong Medical School 

.‘>(he(luled Caste UK'nibcrs in the 
>eleetion Coniiiutlee of — . (Q.) 

j) 226 

Civil Service (Executive) 

Appointments under the Hume Depart- 

, nient (Q ) p 271 

Closing- 

Hours of-- pp ,36-37 

Coins 

Shortage of small - tQ ; pp. 1-3 

Collective fines: (Q ) p 217 

Imposition of -on certain Hindus ot 
Beldnngu: (Q ) p. 26.3. 

Communal Harmony Fund: (g.) 

jip 4 M3. 225 

Communal Ratio Rules 

Aj^iilication of — in services under Gov- 
ernment (Q ) j) 106 

ApjMuntinent of Scheduled Castes in 
ser\ H e according to (Q.) p 167 

Compensation to the poopio affeoted by 

Oaria Evacuation Scheme 

l‘a\inent <»f — (Q ) j) 44-4.') 

Complaint 

Against a Sub-Deputy Magistrate, 
(Q.) p. 224. 

Congratulatlom 

Ofl'er of — on the Hon’ble Mr. Syed 
Nausber AH's election as Speaker - 
jip. 141-144 

Construction 

Of sluice gate over Qandaba KJial in 
Fandpur district. (Q.) ])p. 5-7. 


Cyolona-tiraoted srest 

Distrois in the — of Midnapore: (Q.) 
p. 277. 

Cyolone-affaited parts of Midnapore 

liomissiuu of refuts m— ; (Q.) p. 73. 

Oas, Ral Sahib Anukul Chandra 

Pa.Miient of comi)ensatioii to the 
people affected by Gana Evacuation 
Scheme (Q ) pp. 44-45. 

Das Qupta, Babu Khagendra Nath 

Petition for family nllowiince by a 
security prisoner: (Q.) pp. 111-112. 

Dearness allowance 

To Go\ernment servants ((i.) pp. 1, 
40-41. 

To the employees under Government: 
(Q ) p. 277. 

Demand for Grant 

“27 — Administration ol Justice”: 

pp. 71-83. 

“40 — Agriculture” pp. 95-102. 

“C3 — Extrnordiiinr> charges mi India”: 
pp. 114-123. 

“64— Famine” pp 127 I H 

“10 — FMrest” p 103. 

“Interest-free Advances” pp 123- 

127. 

“28 — .Tails and ('onvicts .'settlement”: 
pp. 8.3-91. 

“Loans and .Vdvaiues bv Provincial 
Goveriiinents” . p. 1.35, 

“,3H — Medical” p 9.5 

”57 — Miscelluneous” . p, l;i.5 

“lH_Other revenue expenditure 

financed from ordinary revenues” 
p. 102. 

”L‘T — Giber taxes and duties”, p 127. 

“2fl — Police” pp. 91-95. 

“8— Provmcial Excise” jip 1.3H-1;T9. 

“11 — Registration”- p. 10.3. 

“5™Salt”: pp 1.36-188. 

“56 — Stationery and Printing” 
pp 134-135. 

“41 — Veterinary” p. 103. 

Daputy gpoaker, Mr. 

Allotment of time for spw** hes on Sup- 
plementary Estimate for the vear 
1942-43: p.*7.3. 

Election of Bpoakari pp. 139-140, ill. 

Fixation of date and time by — for the 
adjournment motion of Mr. H. S. 
Suhrawardy regarding misapplica- 
tion of Ordinance No. 11 of 1942; 
p. 49. 
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Elaotlon of Spoakof— 

Special motion regatding aupply and 
distribution of foodstuffi, coal, kero- 
sine oil and cloth. Point of order 
on — : pp. 9-11. 

Starred question No. 68 to be held 
over: p. 40. 

Unanswered questions pp. 7-8. 

Distreti 

In the cyclone-affected areas of 
Midnapore: (Q.) p. 277. 

Division 

On a cut motion of Dr. Nalinaksha 
Sanyal to the demand for grant 
under “G.*! — Extraordinaiy charge.s 
in India” pp. 122-23. 

Oolui, Mr. Harendra Nath 

Accommodation in Ghatal Rub-Jail 
(Q ) pp. 67-68. 

Distress in the c.\cloiie-nft>ctcd area.s 
of Midnapore: (Q.) p. 277. 

Remission of rents in cyclone-affected 
juirts of Midnapore- (Q.) p. 72. 

Election 

Date of — of Speaker p .'>4 

Of Speaker, pp. 139-114 

Entmy-oooupied territory 

Financial help to tin* taniilies of 
Bengalis detained in— (Q.) p. 262 

Enquiry 

Into the Kishoregunj firing (Q.» 

p 282. 

Exoesi grant, loao-ai. ji \r>9 

Extornmont order 

On the Secretary. Hanigani Muslim 
League; (Q.) p 275 

Family allowance 

Petition for — by a security prisoner 
(Q) pp. 111-112. 

Farhad Raza Chowdhury, Mr. M. 

Police firing^ and persons killed inside 
a mosque at Kishoreganj: (Q.) 

p. 266. 

Statement of Dr. Syamaprasad 
Mookerjeo; (Q.) p. 146. 

Faziul Huq, the Hon’hle Mr. A. K. 

A.R.P. ihelters for prisoners in the 
Presidency Jail. (Q.l p. 270. 

Accommodation in Ghatal Sub-,JaiI- 
(Q.) pp. 87-68. 

Adjournment motion regarding 
niaapplication of Ordinance II of . 
im. pp. 191-194. 


Fazfid Hiiq, tiM HonIMe Mr. A. K.- 

CHtd. 

Alleged ill-treatment of a aecnrity 
01 , prisoner at police lock-up: (Q.) 
pp. 37-40. 

Application of Communal Ratio Rules 
in service^ under Government: (Q.) 

p. 106. 

Appointment of Scheduled Castes m 
service according to Communal 
Ratio Rules; (Q.) p. 167. 

Appreciation on the election of 
Mr. Syed Nausher All as Speaker, 
pp. 141-142. 

Arrest of Mr. Debi Prosad Bhaduri- 
(Q.) pp. 113-114. 

Bengal Finance Bill, 1943. pp. 199- 
201, 286. 

C'alcutta and Suburban Police 
(Amendment) Bill, 1941, as passed 
by the Bengal Legislate e Council 
pj). 159, 160, 162. 

The Calcutta and Suburban Police 
(Amendment) Bill, 1912 pp. 163, 
165 

('ivil Service (Executive) appointments 
under the Home Department- (Q.) 
p. 272. 

Collective fines (Q.) pp 217-221. 

Communal Harmony Fund (Q ) 
pp. 41-43, 225. 

Complaint against a Sub-Deputy 
Magistrate (Q.) p 224 

Dearness allowance to (government 
servants (Q ) pp 1, 40-41 

Dearness allowance to the emploiees 
under Government (Q ) p. 277. 

Demand for Grant — ”27 — Administra- 
tion of Justice” pp, 81, 83. 

Demand for Grant— “Interest-free 
Advances”- pp. 123, 126-127, 

Demand for Grant — ”28^ Jails and 
Convicts Settlement” j>p 83 
87-89. 

Demand for Grant — “Ilians and 
Advances by Provincial Govern- 
ments”. p. 136. 

Demand for Grant —“57— Miscella- 
neous” ; p. 136. 

Demand for Grant~”29 — Police” 
pp. 91, 93. 

Demand for Grant — ”66 — Stationery 
and Printing”; pp. 134, 135, 

Enquiry into the Kishoreganj firing: 
(Q.) p. 283. 

Extemment order on the Secretary, 
Raniganj Muslim League: (Q.) 
p. 276. 
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Fazim Huq, th« Hon'blo Mr. A. K.— 

Contd. 

Financial help to the families of 
Bengalis detained in enemy-occupied 
territory: (Q.) p. 262. 

Government action against hoarding of 
small coins. (Q.) pp 68-69. 
Government revenue troni tax on 
horse-racing in Bengal (Q ) pp 70- 
72. 

* House Protection Fire Parties in 
Calcutta: (Q.) p. 259 
Imposition of collective fine on certain 
Hindus of Beldanga (Q ) p. 260 
Imposition of sales tax on Indian 
sweetmeats; (Q ) pp 69-70. 
Incidents in Midnapore district (Q.i 
p. 231. 

Internees in Bengal (Q ) p 4 
Method of cash tran.snction at the 
Khulna Treasury (Q.) pp 1-5 
I*erson8 detained in juils in Bengal lor 
political reasons (Q ) pp 107-111 
Persons killed by ]jolico firing since 
the Congress movement in August. 
1942 (Q.) p. 216 

Persons killed or injur<*d h\ military 
• lorries (Q ) pp 55-58 
Petition for family allonanfM* b> a 
security prisoner <Q ) pp 111-112 
Petition regarding juosecution ol 
officials responsible' for firing upon 
the Muslims uithin .Shaheedy M(»8<|m' 
at Khshoreganj, MMiiensingh (Q > 
P 266. 

Police firing and lathi charges in Cal- 
cutta during August. 1912 pp .58- 
67. 

Police firing and persons killed inside 
a mosque at Kishoreganj (Q.) 
p. 266. 

Political seciintv jirisoners (Q.) 
p. 37. 

Receipts and expenditure under the 
Sales Tax Act fQ ) p. 69 
Release of Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose on 
parole (Q ) p, 282 
Report of the Public Accounts (om- 
mittee: pp. 157-158. 

Shortage of small coins (Q.) pp 1-3 
Special motion regarding supply and 
distribution of foodstuff, coal, 
kerosine oil and cloth. Point of 
order on — : pp. 9-11. 

Starred question No. 68 to be held 
over; p. 40. 

Statement of Dr. SvamaprosatJ Moo- 
kerjee: (Q.) p. 145. 


Failul Huq, the Hon'blq Mr. A. K.— 

Concld. 

Supply of clothes, etc., to ^aecarity 
prisoners in Presidency Jail: (Q.) 

p. 222. 

Tnuelling allowance paid to the mem- 
bers of the Progressive Coalition 
Pait> (Q ) pp. 101-166. 

Travelling allowance jinul to the mem- 
bers of the Brogiessive Coalition 
Part\ (Q ) pp. 215. 211. 215, 216. 

Withdrawal of remarks by — against 
Mr. H. S Suhrawardv )> 195. 

Financial help 

To the families <>t Bengalis detained 
in i'Tiemy-occupK'd terrlt^»I•^ (Q.) 

p. 262. 

Fines 

(•(dlective— (Q.) p 217 

Fire Parties 

House Protirtion— 111 Caleiiltn (Q i 

p 259 

Firing 

Petition regal (ling prosoeiition ol 
officials responsihlf f«r upnii the 
Muslims within Shalieody M()H(|Ue 
at Kishoreganj, MMiiensingh (Q.) 

p 266 

Food debate 

Date for held ovei (|Uestions and — 
p 2.U). 

Food situation 

hixation ol ih(‘ date lor discussing 
the-- pp 28.3-285 

Fund 

('ommiinnl Harnnoix (Q ) pp 4], 
4.3, 225 

Ganguly, Mr. PratuI Chandra 

Dearness allowance to Government 
servants (Q.) pp 40- n 

Garta Evacuation Scheme 

Payment of comjK'Tisation to the people 
affected by—. (Q.) p. 44.45, 

Garidaha Khai 

Construction of sluice gate over in 

P'aridpur district: (Q.) pp. 5.7. 

Ghatal Sub-Jail 

Accommodation in - (Q. ) pp (>7-68. 

Ghoee, Mr. AtuI Krlehna 

Persons killed or injured by military 
lorries; (Q ) pp. ,55-58. 

Release of Mr Sarat f'handra Bose on 
parole. (Q > p. 282. 
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Gladding, Mr. IX. 

Uengal Finance Bill, 1943: pp. 306- 
207. ' 

Grievances 

Of Medical Licenciatee: (Q.) pp. 43- 
44. 

“Grow Mora Food" Canipaignt (Q.) 

1). 147. 

Gupta, Mr. dogeth Chandra 

Adjournment motion lega.ding the mis- 
application of Ordinance II of 1942: 
j)p. 1 84-186. 

Demaiul for » grant — ‘‘5 — Salt” 

p. 1136. 

Impo8iti(m of sales tax on Indian 
sweet iiK'ats , (Q.) jip. 69-70. 

Heceipts and expenditure under the 
Sah s 'I’ax Act (Q.) p. 69 

Gupta, Mr. J. N. 

Special motion regarding supply and 
dist rilmtion of foodstuffs, coal, 
kerosine oil nnd cloth pp. 27-28 

Habibullah, the Hon'blo Nawab Bahadur 
K., of Dacca 
Absence of — p 152. 

Hathem Ali Khan, the Hon'bla Khan 
Bahadur Mauivi 

Demand lor grant — “ lO—Agriculture” 
pji 95. 100- 102. 

Demand lor grant — “11 — Veterinary” 
p 103 

“Grow More f^'ood” Campaign- (Q.) 
p. 117. 

Recrnitmcrit in the offict* ol the 
Registrar of Co-oix'intive S«>eietie.s. 
Bengal • (Q ) p 46 

Held-over que8tion(8) : pp 46-47. 

Date tor- and food debate p. 236 

Hendry, Mr. David 

IncidenlN in Mulnnpore district (Q ) 

P ‘-’31 

Offer ot congratulations on the 
Hon’ble Mr Syed Nuusher Ali’s 
election as Speaker p. 143. 

Hirtzel, Mr. M. A. F. 

House Protection Fire Parties in 
(^ilcutta (Q ) p. 259. 

Hoarding of imall ooins 

Government action against — . (Q.) 

pp 68-69. 

Holilfay 

For Akhen Chahur Sambha festival, t 
pp. 72-73. 


Horte-rgoifii 

Government revenue from tax on — in 
Bengal . (Q.) pp. 70-72. 

Hours of closing: pp. 36-37. 

House Protection Fire Partiea in 

Calcutta: (Q.) p. 269. 

Ill treatment 

Alleged — of a security prisoner at 
police lock-up: (Q ) pp. 37-40. 

Imposition 

Of sales tax on Indian sweetmeats- 
(Q.) pp. 69-70. 

Incidents in Midnappre district: (Q ) 

p. 231, 

Internees in Bengal: (Q.) p. 4 . 

Jalaluddin Ahmad, Khan Bahadur Mauivi 

Adjournment motion regarding the 
misapplication of Ordinance H of 
1942 pp. 180-181 

<lalan, Mr. I. D. 

Imposition of collective fine on certain 
Hindus of Beldanga (Q ) p 263 

Khulna Treasury 

Method of cash transaction at the — 

(Q.) pp 4-5 

Kishoreganj Aring 

P^nquiry into the— (Q.) p. 282 

Kumar, Mr. Atui Chandra 

Adjournment motion regarding the 
misapplieation of Ordinance II of 
1942 pp 187-188. 

Dearness ullowance.s to the employees 
under Government. (Q.) p 277. 

Kundu, Mr. NIshItha Nath 

S^*ppl.' of clothes, etc., to security 
j>risoner8 in Presidency Jail (Q ) 
p 221. 

Lahiri, Mr. Ashutosh 

Non-official resolution pp. 249-2.51 
Persons killed by police firing since 
the Congress movement in August 
1942 (Q.) p. 216. 

Maji, Mr. Adwaita Kumar 

Demand for Grant— “40— Agricul- 

ture” p. 99. 

"Grow More Food" campaign: (O ) 

p. 147. 
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MtntfM, Mr. ilafftt dlaiMTi 

Sehrduled Caste member in the Selec- 
tion Committee of ChittuRonK Medi- 
cal School (Q.) p. 226 

Minimddln Aktiand, Mauhri 

Relief to aKncultHrists ot the Rajshahi 
ili'-tru t (Q ) P 151 
Te''t reh< f work in the Naot^aon sub- 
division of Rajshahi district (Q ) 

• p 281 

Medical Lioenoiatet 

Cirie\an(es of-- {Q ) pp hl-44, 

Mitfriapore district 

Inrideiits in — (Q.) p 2:tl 

Mohammed All, Khan Bahadur 

The C'alcuttu and Siibuthan PoIim' 
(Amendments Rill, 191'J pp l()‘l- 
1(U. 165. 

C’alrutla and Suburban Polue (Ameiid- 
meut I Hill 1941, as passed h\ the 
Henj^al Lemslative (nuncil pp 
161-162 ^ 
Demand for Grant — “ 1(1— A^rieul- 

lure” pj) 95-96 

♦Deui.ind for Grant — “65-~K\traordi- 
nary eliarj'es in India' p 117 
Demand for Grant — “51- Famine “ 

P 130 

Demand for Grant— “21* PoIks ' 

pp 92, 93 

Shortage of small roitis ((,).) pp 1- 
3 

Dcunand for Grant — ‘oil — Statlon«‘r^ 
and Printing jip Idl-.T) 

TravcdhiiK allowance juiid to the 
members of the Projifessive ( oabtioii 

Party (C^ ) pp 101-106 

Mookerjee, Dr. Syamaprasad 

Adjournment motion reKfirdin^ the 
misapplication of Ordinance 11 ot 
1942 pp 188-189 

Muhammad Israil, Mautvi 

Bengal Finance Bill, 1943 pp 2()l- 
203. 

Demand for Grant — “27- Administra- 

tion of Justice”, pp 71-75 
Demand for Grant “10- Agricul- 
ture” pp. 97-98. 

Demand for Grant - “29— Poiics ' . 
pp. 91-92. 

Enquiry into the Kishoreganj finiig. 
(Q.) p. 282. 

Holiday for Akheri rbnkar Snmhhn 
festival; pp. 72-73. 


Muhtmmad I trail, MMilvl~<r(7nr/(/. 

Petition regarding prosecution ot 
ofbcialK responsible for firing upon 
the Muslims within Shaheedy Mos^e 
at Kishoreganj. Mvincnsingh : (Q.) 

p 266 

Mulliok, Srijut Athutoth 

Alleged ill - 1 rent men t ol a swurity 
prisoner al police lock-up (Q ) 
pp. 37-40 

Mulliok, Mr. Mukunda Bahary 

Offer ol congratulations on the Hon’hle 
Mr Syed Nauslicr All's election ns 

Speaker p 143 

Nandy, Maharaja Sriichandra, of Cot- 
simbatar 

Co.leelive fiiios (Q ) p 217 

Nazimuddin, Khwaja Sir 

Ad)ouriuiient motion ri‘garding the 
imsaiiplicalion of Ordinance II ol 
1942 pp 189-190 

Bengal Finaiue Hill. 1943 pp 207- 

210 . 

Offer ol eongratuliition.s on the Hon'ble 
Mr Syed Nauslui All’s eleetioii hh 

Speaker p 1 12 

Special motion regarding supply and 
diNtnhution of loodstulFs, coal, 
kerosirie oil and elotli Point of 
Older on— pp 9-11. 

Nooruddtn, Mr. K. 

(•overniiient revenue from tax on 
horhe-raciiig in Bengal (Q.) pp 7(i- 
72 

Obituary— 

Refereiici- la Mr Speaker p 259 . 

OfRoe of the Regiatrar of Co-oporativo 

Sooiaticf, Bengal 

Recruitment in the— (Q.) p. 46. 

Pertona 

Detained in jails in Bengal for poliii- 
enJ reasons, (g ) pp. 107-111. 

Killed or injured by military lorries 
fQ l pp. 65-58. 

Patition 

For family allowante b.v a security 
prisoner. (Q ) pjj 111-112. 
liegarding prosecution of ofTnials res- 
ponsible for firing upon the Muslims 
% within Shaheedy Mosque at Kishore- 
ganj, Mymensingh (Q.) p. 266. 
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Patrol 

Supply of — to Assembly members 
p. 9. 

Poddar, Mr. Anandilall 

Special motion regarding supply and 
distribution of foodstuff, coal, kero- 
sine oil and cloth : pp. 13-16. 

Point of order 

Raised by Mr. H. 8. Suhrawardy on 
a statement made by the Hon’ble the 
Chief Minister : pp. 47-48, 

Polioe firing 

And persons killed inside a mosque at 
August, 1042- (Q.) pp. 58-67 

And persons killed inside a mosque :.t 
Kishoregunj: (Q.) p. 265. 

Persons killed by — since the Congress 
movement in August, 1942- (Q.) 

P 210. 

Political security prisoners: (Q ) p. 37 
Presiffenoy Jail 

A. U. P shelters tor prisoners in 
tlu— (Q.) p 269. 

Progressive Coalition Party 

Travelling allowance paid to tlie mem- 
bers of tin*- (Q ) pp. 213-216 

Questions 

Held-over— pp. 46-47, 169. 
Unanswered — pp. 7-8 

Quorum 

Want of — ; p. 1. 

RaniganJ Muslim League 

Kxteriiment order on the Secretary 
(Q.) p. 275. 

Receipts and expenditure 

Tender the Sales Tax Act (Q.) p. 69 

Recommendations 

Of State Medical Faculty of Bengal. 
(Q.) p. 226. 

Reoruitment 

In the oflicc of the Registrar of Co- 
operative Societies, Bengal : (Q.) 

P. *16. 

Roloaso 

Of Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose on 
parole: (Q.) p. 282. 

Roliof 

To agriculturists of the Rajsbahi 
district: (Q.) p. 161. 


Remarks against Mr. H. 8. 8uhnwardy 

Withdrawal of—made by the Hon'ble 
the Chief Minister: pp. 196-196. 

Remittion of rents ** 

In cyclone-affected parU of Midna- 
pore- (Q.) p. 72. 

Reply 

To congratulations of Hon'ble Mr. 
Syed Nausher All on his election as^ 
Speaker pp 143-144. 

Report 

Of the Public Accounts Committee : 
pp. 152-158. 

Resolution 

Non-official—, pp. 241-268. 

Roy, Mr. Charu Chandra 

A)emand ior Grant~“2B— Jails and 
Convict ^settlement'’ p. 87. 

Roy, Mr. Kiran Sankar 

Offer ^ of congratulations on the 
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